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PREFACE. 



Some months ago having met with an account 
of a society professedly instituted for the con- 
version OF THE JEWS, I was induced to give a 
particular attention to the prophecies on that 8ul>. 
ject, having myself always entertained an idea, 
that the time for the realizing oi that glorious 
hope is yet premature ;* and moreover, that the 
conversion and restoration of that people, ** ter- 
rible from their beginning hitherto/^t is a work 
in which God will have no need of converting 
societies, nor will admit of any participation in it 
with the arm of fleslu^ The judicial blindness up* 
on Israel is declared by the prophets, and our Savi. 
our himself, and the apostles, to be the immediate 
work of God, and an afflictive judgment, which 
was to lie heavy upon them for a great length of 
time, even ** //// the fulness of the gentiles should 
tome in ;'' answering nevertheless, all the while, 

* Dao. xii, 7> 11, 12. t IwJ- xviii. 
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wise and gracious purposes of the christian dis» 
pei^sation. It cannot therefore possibly b^ re- 
moved until " the fulness of time is come^^ as many 
abortive attempts have heretofore proved, nor 
even then can the supernatural Veil drawn over 
their hearts by the hand of God, be withdrawn 
by any other hand. 

I am very far from being singular in this opin- 
ion« '^ The numbers, dispersion, and adherence 
of the Jews to their religion^" says Mr Addison, 
^* have furnished every age, and every nation of 
the world, with the strongest arguments for the 
christian faith; not only as th^se very particulars 
are foretold of them, hut as they themselves are 
the depositories of these and all the other prophe- 
cies which tend to their own confusion. Their 
mmber (moderately computed at 5,000,000) fur- 
nishes us with a sufficient cloud of witnesses that 
attest the truth of the Old Bible. Their disper- 
sion spreads these witnesses through all parts of 
the world. The adherence to their religion 
makes their testimony unquestionable. Had the 
\rfiolc body of the jews been converted to christl- 
anity> we should certamly have thought all th^ 
prophecies of the Old Testament, that relate to 
the coming and history of our blesspd Saviour, 



tHEPACI T 

forged by Christians, and have looked upon 
them, with the prophecies of the Sibyls, as siade 
many years after the events they pretend to fore^ 
tell.'' 

It appears,' I think, very manifest, that no ha- 
man endeavours in the way of conversion, can 
}>e of any material advantage to the hastening of 
that great national change and regeneration. All 
that can be done is to go on before with the pick- 
axe and spade, clearing away the rubbish* which 
their national prejudices have addled to the great 
stumbling block, which God by his almighty Prb- 
vidence has already begun to " take uf;^* having 

3eni on the brtakeu. before them, to do tffe 
pre\'lous work. I 

The objections of the jews against Christianity 
have been verj' ably hacked up and shovelled ouc 
of the way, by the strong arm of Leslie, (in his 
Short method with the Jews,) in so clean and 
complete a manner, that there seems nothing of 
that kind left for any scavenger after him to do. 
What 1 have here attempted, is of a different na- 
lure, and may not be trithout its use when God 

r fsai^ IxK, 10. f Isai. Itii, ll?; Micah H. l?t 
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shall have ^^ ^ened ibiir eyis^ and tmstt^ed their 
earif^* and till then nothing can avail. A candid 
rq[iresentatioa of their rejection, and the cause of 
it, and its consequences in the miseries they have 
endured from that time ; and, lastly, their happy 
x^overy and umoi^. with the church of Christ,^ 
and ;he glory that is to follow^ all clearly repre- 
sented by their own prophets long before christi- 
iuiity appeared) may one day have the desired ef*- 
ffect, sooner than the most powerful attack of their 
jeprro^s, in the way of argument, from a professed 
i^versary. Mpses and the prophets are witnesses 
against them, whose testimony is unimpeachable; 
^d though their faithful and strong representa- 
tions of these things have been read by the jews 
for upwards of 1800 years without being under- 
stood, a time will come when they will see them 
in the same light as here represented. 

I have endeavoured to shew the jews to them- 
selves, as peculiar objects of the divine regard and 
Providence, and to the faithful believers in Jesus, 
as worthy of their respect and a&ction, from their 
being uitnesses together with them, of the truth 
and unity of God, and fcllow-sufFerers with thetn 
under the same tyranny of the beast. 



In {M'osecutlfl^ tjhis inquky into the prophetid 
history of the jews of the latter times^ I could^not 
^void perceiving the intimate connection it has 
with that of popery, particuiariy towards the end 
of. THE iNDioNiiTioN, and in the drcomstancn 
connected with the emancipation of Israel out of 
the bondage of the spiritual Egyp^ This nec«S£> 
sarily led to an extension of inquiry into the pro^ 
phetic history :farther than was ^ first designed. 

The representation I hare givesi of popaqTi 
diough of ^ darX and sombre hue» i$ such as his** 
tory warrants, and all protestani: commentatats 
are agreed in. And though for much the same 
reasons giyen above* it will be equaUy unayailisg 
to the persons most deeply concerned in it, yet 
it may be not so (at such a time as this) to the 
friends of true reUgion, in putting th em upon their 
guard againstrthose. efforts of the e;fcpiriBg beast 
which are foretold, and may ere long be carried 
to a length at present very little suspected by 
^any^. although the indications of their approach 
i^ ey^ i)o^ manifestly visibly. 

• ' . • 

The memoi;able events q( the last twenty years 
have opened;, quite a new prospect into the re- 
gions of prophecy, where before all was wrapped 
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in silenee^ ahd impenetrable clouds and darknessw 
NeMton, and the troop of commentators in hia 
company, have passed tbrough a wide and (at 
that time) barren tract of this country, m a full 
trot ; as not having found any objects of sufficient 
distmctnesa in the thick mist (dien drcumfused 
around tbejudgmntoftbe great vrbore^J to which 
the expository telescope could be lifted up with 
any tolerable clettmess of vision* But since that 
time the haze has begun to break, and oiany of 
tlje nearer objects have been defined, and the 
rude masses of shade have been opened out into 
their various forms and respective colours : and 
even die distant points in the prospect are falling, 
^e after anodier, within reach of the powers^of 
thp instrument. 

I presume to hope that a representation in a 
great measure new, has been given here of th^ 
stnmg features of popery, by the application of a 
great many of the aXicient prophecies, some of 
them perhaps not less applicable to the mystical 
Babylon, and Sodom, and Egypt,* of St Johii, 
than those he has himself applied, in his very con- 
cise view of the projdiecies of the christian times, 
vrhich for obvious reasons did not ^dmit of many 
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fuch references, nor require njiach ligbt at th4 
time when he wrote* But by his quoting a fewj 
and alluding to other passages in the prophets^ it 
appears to have been his design to point out to us 
the sources, from i^hence (in due time) a strong 
and luminous illustration of his dark hieroglyphics 
and mysrical language might be derived. 

As I concave the subject to be at this tlriie of 
peculiar interest to all protestants, when we see 
the arm of Providence making very extraordinary 
movements in the quartan of the catholic^, in 
every country wbere they arc to be fmnd^ I wisti* 
cd this view of " the controversy of Sion,"-^ 
and the speedily approaching decision of it, to be 
adapted to the use of persons not accommodated 
with better assistances, and of little leisure for ex- 
tended inquiry, who are commonly apt to take 
tip their opinipns of religion upon trust, without 
examination. For their use I have studied plain- 
ness and perspicuity rather than stile, and have 
thrown into the form of notes whatever refer- 
ences to the greek text, or latin authorities of 
popish authors, &c« appeared necessary for illus- 
^ration or proofs; and have always given thq 
aensp of such quotations along with them. jFor, 

t Matt, xxiv, 25L 
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the same reason I kave fixed the price of this 
publication so low as barely to pay its own ex- 
peaces, even if it should meet with a favorable 
acceptance j and if it does not, I have no objec- 
tion to the loss that may accrue, in what I con- 
sider as an humble attempt to assist the cause of 
truth, and so far at least commendable, though 
it should not be very successful. 
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SECTION I. 

^be different apprehensions of the freethinker 
and the man of religion^ on the present revo^ 
Ititionary state of the world. 



Xhe present afflicted and degraded condi- 
tion of Europe, and the visible as well as 
secret causes which have led to such a state 
of things, together ynrh the consequences 
likely still to result from their continued 
operation, present a subject of reflection 
vrhich will excite various emotions and ap« 
prehensions in the minds of manldnd. We 
behold, within the period of a very few years, 

a great and momentous change effected by 
means which human sagacity had not fore* 
seen, neither perhaps if it had been foreseen, 
could the fury of the hurricane have been 
turned aside, or its desolating effects prevent-^ 
ed by any efforts of merely human wisdom« 



'fhat balance of power, whitTi cost our 
fathers so much blood and treasure to main-- 
tain upon a tolerable equipoise, is now thrown 
to the ground and broken to pieces, and a 
monstrous overgrown empire is bmlt up out 
of its fragments in a short space of time. 
We now hear no more the iiigh tone of a 
qnrit of jeilous itidependeiice limbngst the 
astonished nations, but haVe seen tiiem ac- 
cepting the galling iron yoke with a pusillani- 
mous servility to the stem dictates of their 

common ma&ter; and eteh thrusting their 

I ... 

own necks prematurely into the collar, like 
the wretch who predpitated himself headlong 
into the abyss from the appreheimon of dying. 
Or if upon occa^on some have spumed it from 
them indignantly, fortune hath nek smiied up* 
oh tdeir efiorts to do it effectually ; but at the 

DuUock kicking at the pricks^ is nevertheless 

I • • • 

flogged on to his inevitable drudgery, the de-^ 
grading badge of slavery within a while has 
i)een forced on the necks of the indignant in^ 
surgents^ with so much the rougher hand for 
die vigour and spkit of the unavaSing resist^ 



Whea Jerusalem Was besieged hj Nebuch^f 
adaezzar, the prq)hetJeitmiah was comnumd- 
ed of God to prodaiurto that devoted dty^ the 
oecessitj of its subnpsinoa to the pagan kmg.: 
The pio]^ jMTpached to a d^enerate people, 
rapentaf^i^f their sins, and a quiet a«qui* 
escence in me doom which thou: wickcdnas^ 
had been long, treasuring up for th$i% against. 
this day of retriiutian : he boldly dischaygpd. 
his dangerous office^ and in the name.of Grod 
pronounced them worthy to be slavey and he 
assured .them that they wQuId bring upon 
themseLves a tenfold putUshment by ^y a(t 
tempt at resistance ag^nat the scourge whioli 
God hinisdyr had ebaiged with ^ comniisftinn 
agaiast ibarn^ and which oould not be tume4 
hack* Amaa might almost be tempted to 
^diink there was something of a similar &tality 
in those events which have placed the worid 
in a «tuadon so greatly clu^^ed apid almost 
^y ehanging ; afulUess oftime^ yfhdc\k wiU 
not be pi)t off by force pr policy, and a yoke 
fabricati^ by. the hand of destmy^ and which 
may not be refused by those nations to which 
it is^ sfnt% \V$ §ee $evera| oi:ice indepen$len| 



iuod eran powerful natioiis, led captive in one 
chains and ingloiioutly £diing pfottrate at the 
&et of one imperious lord : on the one side 
tppeaiB nothmg ek^but an unvaried tissue of 
the most wonderful successes, and a.resistless 
power ; on the other only the de|brable con- 
sequences of a weakening and* fruitless c^ipo* 
sidon, whidi b still pavii^ Ml esner way &r 
the march of conquest, and the entu:e aubjecp* 
tion of the little that yet remains of indqiien^ 
ence hi the world. The most vigorous eflbrta 
to shake off the fraternal hug, have theooiu 
trary effect of drawing it to a closer embrace, 
and die more vident the strug^e to get loose 
from the net dp the wily and cxpetienced 
gladiator, the more intricate is die entangle* 
ment, and the more tenacious tbe hold he gets 
at every duow* 

The present attonpt at universal monarchy 
teems not to have succeeded only partially, 
but we may now almost say ratirely, diere 
seems to be so perfect a good hitelllgence 
hdd vrridi fbctime, whose notorious inconstant 
ey odier inferkNr playert have not foond out 



the art to &^ nor perhaps had the boldntitt. 
to venture upon the same means o£ cofll»: 
mandiog her favors : but if they have throwi^ 
a few lucky hits^ they haip in torn iicen peN 
secuted by as disastrous a mvnse^ Ttiijt, 
power acqikedy whether by anna or negO*'* 
ciation, ^eeneis more and more consolidated iig^ 
the la^ of time, and is wielded by agmiQ*: 
in utrumque pafatm^ and dsdly ' atrengtheb^. 
ed as wdi as enlarged, by tke aame abUttyir 
which kid the foundation of it Hiese Invt 
never yet appeared any symfKoma of :an: apt* 
pTDiching decline, the geneial conaBqtitticfc' 
of relaxation induced.by a tttatempt bI foi^ 
tune, nor die smallttt fidliag- ctff fiiotti that 
original and wonderful display of taltots, and 
consequent success, which marked its earlieit 
stages. 

But what condu^on is to be drawn frbA 
these premises ? The sincere friends <^ m<mtt* 
ity and religion will contemplate with gridr 
and terror, the revolutionary phrenzy that 
has gone abroad irtto the world, the pernfcious' 
influence it has already had tipcM the mjndl 



and morals of the people, and upon the in^ 
terests of virtue and piety. It has given a 
free scope to the worst passions of depraved 
human nature, inflamed the lawless cujmiitjF 
of unprindpled minds, and given a dangerous 
diock to the principles of the wc||c and un^ 
Meadfut in an age of great coobess towarda 
Kli^PPt through the previous ahoun£ng of 
imqmtjf. By the hope of impunity tb the. 
n^Oit dishonorable and cnminal attempts, i£ 
there be but a probability of success, (wluch 
loo commonly stamps upon actions a name 
they Uttle deserve,) encouragement hath heea 
held forth to bold and shameless ^nckedness ; 
^hile under the wmgs of the new pbikst^bj^ 
and with the ^d pf the <iew nomenclature it 
tifis infeoted ii^ morals, perfj4y« ingratitude^ 
and every vice abhorrent to humanity an4, 
recdtude of heart, have not only found shelter 
^d indulgence, but cycn honors ap4 reward 
^^ EJgbtews art tbouy Lord^ wbcn I plead, 
Wtb tbee^)'ct kt me talk witb tbce oftbyjudg-^ 
TfLcntsl^ said the. prophet Jeremiah, (xii. i.) 
^* Wbcrefore dotb the way of the wicked pr^S:^ 
^cr ? Wbcrefore are all tbcy bafpy that ika^ 
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i)ery treacherously f Tboubaitpldhtddlbem^yBd 
they haVe taken root^ tbe^ groWy yen they brin^ 

m 

forth fruit. Thou art near in their mouthy arid 
far from their reitisr (Se6 f^m Ikxiii. 3. &tt) 
Thus will the weak petulance and impatience 
bf even godtf men be tempted somtfdm^, by 
the iltlBiYOutable dspeet of th^ world tOiMrardS 
what strikes theih as the interests of religioni 
almost to question the wisdom and goodness, 
the power and providence of the Supreme 
Ruler! But they consider not that'it be& 
(XNnes hot matij insignificant in the scale of 
Being as the vilest rcj^tiTe that crawls'. Upon 
the eahhi if compared with him on whom he 
^its injudlgment^ to attempt tb scan the fathom-^ 
less abyss of God's judgmentfi or to measure 
vnth the line of human reason the infinite 
mind of 6od« There hdte been occasions 
vrtien it has pleasdd God to give his power 
into the hands of men whidh did not nHdK 
ddier a wise or virtuous use of it, of whieh 
Ndiuchadnexzar himself is an instance y yet 
the final itsult has been the gracious ends of 
proddeoce eifectually answered, by those tvho 
<&1 not design them, neither were conscioi!$ 
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of the purpose for which they were raised up. 
^ Lord^ tbou bast ordained tbem for judg^- 
tncntjO mighty God^ tbou bait establisbed tbem 
for correction I '^^ (Hab. i. 1 2,-Psalin IxxvL lo) 

That God's ** ways were unequal^^ was the 
picked and erroneous inference which the 

murmuring Israelites drew from occurrenees 
of this nature. But wise and good minds 
will make the needful allowances for the im- 
perfection of their view, and duly consider 
how very few are the links of the chain of 
providence thdr sight is able to take in, who- 
ever appearances are unfavorable, and the &r« 
tunes of die world continue very long runmng 
contrary to their hope, and perseveringly mock 
their too sanguine expectations. ** For pr^ 
motion cometb ntitber from tbe casty nor from 
the westy nor from the south. But God is tbe 
judge : be putteth down one and settetb up 
another. For in tbe band of the Lord there is 
a cupy and tbe wine is red : it is of full mixture^ 
and be pouretb out oftbe{ same : but tbe dregs 
thereof all tbe wicked of tbe earth shall wring 
tbem outy and drink themP (Psalm Ixxv. 6.) 
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Such will be the apprehensions of the tt\u 
gious man, that these seeming irregularities 
for which we find it sometimes difficult to 
account, are yet under the conduct of the di- 
vine purpose* But the Sceptic, on the contrary^ 
will take to himself fresh confidence firom the 
occurrence of such blots, as he deems them^ 
in the moral government of the world* He 
will laugh at the only solution which sobet 
reason and religion have to give of such gigan*^ 
tic (fifficulties : " Wbere^ say they^ is the prcH 
mise of bis coming f for since the fathers fell 
asleep all things continue as they were from 
the be^nmng of the creation^ [% Peter, iiL 4.) 
The world goes on at \x& old rate, and still 
continues under the capricious sceptre of the 
same Uiod chance as heretofore* The very 
aiguments which reUgion suggests in support 
of the foreknowledge and power of the Su- 
preme Ruler, even these are turned against 
her by the modem scofier. He will not ad- 
mit of the force of Gamaliel's reasoning, that 
if the chris^an religion had not been founded 
on truth and upheld by divine power, it must 

have fallen in a little dme ; if we take into 

c 



account the perpetual discussion it htth iiri^ 
dergone, and the duration and extreme se** 
verity of the persectitibns it hath sostunedL 
He cannot petfceiif^e any accomi^ishmcnt of 
prophecy, or fevftn of the promises of the 
founder of the gos{)el, in dther the rapid pro- 
gress of Christianity ih the first century, or 
the various fortunes of the church in die ages 
intermediate, Or its state and condition at the 
j|)resent dajr, . 

The ingenuity of scet)ttcisdi has suggested 
five natural causes, of sufficient force, from 

whence to account for the fnrogress that thtf 
fidth made ih the early ages, ai>d the victory 
tirhich, after a long strttggle, it at last obtain-^ 
ed over the c^>posing powers of paganism^ 
These causes were of siich material import- 
ance, it is alledged,^ to any syttem of rdigiofi 
that might have offered itself to an enUghten<» 
ed age as an improvement upon the gross ab- 
surdities of vulgar paganism^ that there wtf 
to need' of that high degree <>f a divine influx 

« Cibbon'» Ded. and Fa. ^6L )• 
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cnce which is thought to have accompanied it^ 
and to which alone its success has been gener- 
ally attributed* The evangelical writers them- 
selves were certainly of a different qpiinion. 
They have represented it ^ an hazardous and 
arduous imdertalpng ia which they h^d etor 
Jbarkecfy and by natural means alone whdly 
hopeless of a successful issue. By weakness 
they had to combat strength, and were before* 
hand warned that they had to engage in a per- 
petual conflict with the powers not only of 
the visible, but also of the in^sible world, by 
♦^ turning men from darkness to light ^ and from 
the power ofSatan^ unto God. For we wrestle 
not against JUsb and^ blood " (only), says the 
apostle, *^ but against principalities and pow^ 
frs^ against the rulers of the darkness of this 
worlds against spiritual wickedness in high 
fiaeei^^ (Ephes. vi. 12,) He therefore re- 
commends to the christians to put on a sort 
of armour, and make use of weapons, very 
suitable indeed to sych a warfare, but quite of 
another sort from those carnal weapons of a 

worldly policy, and human motives, to which 

c 2 
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infidek would ascribe the stead&stness and 
beroic virtue of the first believers. 

As the sceptic thinks there was little need 
of that supernatural aid, and extraordinary 
communication of divine grace, on which the 
christians appear to us to have wholly thrown 

themselves for their support in their ^^Jigbt ^ 
faith /' so he is also of opinion that there l}3i 
been in fact, as little room to boast of aQ ex^ 
traordinary protection, or even of such as they 
h^d reason to expect, upon the i^th of thdq; 
piaster's promises. 

Ii^sinuations have beeft thrown out that the 
prophecies of bis messengers, (as i^ as relates 
at least to the glorious establishment of bis 
kingdqm)| have wholly fdlqd ; and his own 
repeated ^urances, and even his parting 
words, have Qot been madq good. ^\JM 
power is given unto me in heaven and in 
tartby'^^anid k ! I am with you alwaj^ even 
unto the end of the worU.^^ (Matt xxviil i8.) 
Isaiah, and the other prophets, have given 
such hyperbolical descriptions of the Messias 
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aud hifr kingdom, as thete never has been, ia 
any age since the dme of Christ, any thing 
corresponding to them ; and such as are in* 
deed, if filerally taken, altogether an outrage 
of nature, and inconsistent with the present 
state of man upon earth.* So little has the 
religion of Jesus to ascribe to the perpetual 
presence, and watchful protection over it 
whidi he promised; that it had no sooner 
emerged out of the calamities which threat- 
ened to strangle it in its birth, and the per- 
petual hatred of jews and pagans that pursued 
it in its earlier periods, than it had adversaries 
still more formidable, as their enmity was less 
visible, to cbntend with " in the house of its 
friends.'' Satan transformed into an angel of 
Mght, and countless swarms of heresies, the 
«iqpawn of Jewish and heathen philosophy^ 
fidsdy so called, and engendered within its 
own boweb, soon corrupted the seed sown 
by the good husbandman, and the field was 
covered with tares. The almost universally 
prevailing heresy of Arius, that blazing star 
called wormwood t fell upoA the waters 6f 
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life, and ipfused into them the bittemtist, of 
death: and at length, the arch heretic, tb« 
roan of 8in himself arose, a{id eclipsed the 
light and heat of the gospel sun, apd cast 
baleful shade oyer the whole christian worl4 
for upwards of a thousand jesjiSf 

Yet all this is not still sufScient ground of 
cavil, to give the freethinker full content. |t 
is even yet further matter of objection, 0^ 
the altered circumstances of the christian reUr 
gion since the refoirn^tion, and the great aqd 
manifest decline of popery in consequence 
thereof, is i^ot such 4 satis&ction as he expects^ 
}ie does not behdd any thing in the present 
{State of the world, at a|l more favorable to the 
high pretensions whioh thp gospel pleads, to 
the promised exilargement, and clear vindica^ 
(ion of its truth, wbi^h is to stop the mouth 
of every adversary.* But oq the very coivr 
trary, he hails with secret s4tisfacdon the glotr 
nous commencement of the age of reason, 
«and considers the revolutionary spirit that 
^^ rides in the whirlwind and directs the 

« £i;ekiel xvi. 63.«.Romans ill. 19, 
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storm/' aft A happy omen ; w^ whateirej^ 
becomes of morality and religion in the cofl^ 
flict of the pditical elements, as auspicious 
neverthdess to philosophy. He sees a broad 
and easy wa;^ opening to the sons of teaiRm^ 
illuminated and encoun^;ed by the brijght 
examples before them, to ma'ch on to the 
ultimate triumph that awaits them orer dicr 
fiUing tytanny of superstition and priest-i 
craft: and that though the ejtperiment, m 
long called for, has been brought to the test^ 
and fidled ; yet it will be tried again, and thd 
Worid cofiLTinced by its result, that no rdiglon 
but that of nature is necessary^ - 

4 

And is it thiis that expectation stands od 
^ptoe, axid every heart beats high in ^thc 
armies of the aHensf^ Evil! h tbou my 
ggod! said the chief foe^ and hb has pursued 
it to his own bane, while the final result will 
be the greater nianifestation of the wisdom 
and goodness of God* Alas ! ii) a state of 
things so trul^ ominous, and s& d^^resslhg,- 
what Will rbe the reflections of the steadfast 
believer in' Jesus ?" ** Let God be true^' hd 



16 

will toy^ ^^ and every man a liarH^ (Rom. ilu 4.) 
Let the children o£ this world found thdr in. 
fidd reasoning upon what baais they wiU^ the 
christian ^ i^a£& built up himself in bis most My 
faith J and established it ^^ (GoL ii. 7.) vaptio, a 
rock) even the rock of ages ; against wluch 
neither the force of the tumultuary move-> 
ments of this wottd^ nor the wiles o£ ^ the 
gates of hell^^ shall be able to prerail. He 
has well con^dered the evidences of divine 

« 

reveladon, and finds them such as neither tibe 
empty ridicule of scoffers can shake, nor die 
cool argumentative discussion of their infidel 
philosophy can invalidate ; but bis fiuth, like 
gold, is only the purer for passing thi'ough 
the fire.^ If religion hath endured a kmg 
continued oppression, ^ and wisdom hath cried 
without^ and lift up her voice in vain in the 
streetSj^ he refers it to the unsearchable vris- 
dom of God, and enquires for no other reason 
of Ins mysterious dispensadons, than that he 
is pleased to ^ve^^many shall be purified^ 
and made white j and tried^^ (Dan. xiL la) 
And in the most violent concusdons of polU 

• 1 Peter, 1. 7. 



(ical rage> and the moat portentous aspect of 

the afiairs of this worlds, he still discermsf.tlie 

• . ' "... i > . 

traces whidx the ^ger of God hath made ia 
the shifting sipid ; he relies upon his provi^ 
dence that the thunder cloud rfiSX hurst there 
only, where God hath given it a commisisioA 
tp djjstroy, and that eventual good vrill spring 
put of tejgapprary evil ; " therefore will be not 
fear ^though the earth be removed^ and though 
the mountains be carried into the midst of tbe^ 

sea^^ (Psalm :;lvi. a.) 

- t • 

. . - • - 

,1 . . ■ • - 

The character of our blessed Lord^ and the 

nature c^ the religion he taught, have not beea 
duly appreciated or not understood, by the 
philosophers of the opposite party. " 7he 
carnal man perceiwth not the things of the 
spirit ofGodl^ says the apostle, ^for they are 
s^iritmUy Msfcrned.^^ There b in some minda 
a great and manifest want of a qufdij(ication inw 
dispensably requisite to f^ith, and that is hi^r 
mility. I do not mean a spirit of fanaticism, 
but a becoming deference for the wisdom of 
^thers, and a moderate estimation of a man*s^ 
tjwi) J t|ic want pf the former is the source q^ 

D 
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prejudice, and the absence of the latter isfttiti 
a man up in the ^mlfal blindness 6f sdf- 
opinion. The various sects of pfiiloisotihery 
amongst the jews, were thus shult' otit feStit 
the benefit of that great ** light itjbkb sbHied 
in darkness, and the darkness compr^tndedit 
not.** So true is that of the apostltf j ''^ i^iti^f^ 
kdge pt^etb up, hut charity " (oAly'kiititift^ 
word for humility) «* tdifietb:' "tht cbti^tof 
their own wisdom, and prejudice agaifist thaf 
which fell from the lips of Christ to dibir per- 
petual confusion, had so hardened thdr hearts 
that they only " derided binij* while the ttiore 
teachable minds of even publicans and otiiiers 

■ 

were convinced. Yet these learned men v^dfc 
in the daily habit of attendancer upon die 'sj^-^ 
uagogue, and the reading and expounding of 
those very prophecies to which Jesus con** 
stantly made his appeal, and was fulfilfing 
Aem daily before their eyes. These meit 
ought to have been good judges of the strength 
aiid consistency of the evidence thus laid be* 
fore them, yet nothing can be more evident 
than the prejudice widi which they judged of 
them, and the falseness of the conclusion^ to 
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reject tjtiem, by which the great majority of 
them dct(^mined to abide. And i£ they, by 
their cajcmJ .xniuds, were thus misled into an 
exror, in, deciding upon a question brought 
home. tQ their own. doqrs; modem unbe* 
lieyeis^a^: liable, in similar circumst^ces, to 
a gi^ ,fua^y. more cause9.of misapprehensioq, 
removed to a. gri^ter distance from those evir 
denc€g. which others ^^ h^ard^ and saw. and 
bandUd of the njoord of lifel^ and fldoreoTer^ 
obsdn^j renioyipg thefnselves from all pQs^ 
sibility of coovicdon. 

Je^s : Chdsc himself . wa4^ ^ suffet^r qft.pgf^ 
secudoQ wlucb Jie had not d^seryed^ ".«;«»» 

grUS^ ^«4 lu* hitter eneimes. 9t \m^ preyAitoi 
agaiosUus sacred: life. Bu( aU ttjis. was^lofRfii 
^Qld IB. prophecy, and was penx^tfi^d . pf !c]t^ 
Father, cyen against the earnest. supplic^i^A 
wluch he thrice repeated ia the mps( jgpqi^qg 
distress %£ mind, that ^ if it yfere po^HbUi that 
cup i^htpassfnm Inm^'' Jt^mutrt: therefpj:^ 
be deemed to have., been Ju^j^]^. cpfif^ 

with the care the Father had for his beloved 

D a 
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Son, ** iff whom alone he tbas t^ett pteased^ 
ind willing to be reconciled to a sinfbl world 
for his &kt. It was tmr Lord's own obseri 
Vadon^ " if tbty do these tbikgs in^ the grteft 
treey Hvbat shall be done lA the dry ? *'— If they 
have called the master of the hotise BedzebW; 
they will give still worse treatmeiit' to tiiem 
of his household. The apOstle alitf ^S^a 
dared, ^ the tlmt is cofrii tbdi jiidgmeik 
must begin^ and that even at theCBoute df 
Gbd:' (i Pet ir. 17.) What God hsith idrt- 
known and ordained, of necessity must tidte 
place, and the holy and the just must occa* 
saeOaHy fall^ by calamities they have ndthcr' 
dMer^^ not brought upon themsdves. Thtf 
jMktions vrhich th(! believers in Jesus had ttf 
combat, with long and severely exerdsed pa<^ 
tle^,^ \mti tberfcfore no proof of a diefdl(> 
tifoh of &eir t&uSdj either :fo>m a vmnt of 
f)bwtfr, or a coldness of afibction on the ftart 
of their Lord. *' Known tmto God are all bit 
Hx>orks from the beginning of the creatim^ bis 
ways are not as our ways^ nor bis thoi^btsas 
our tbougbts.^^'^Tht secret and inscnttabit 

♦ Sec 1 Cor. IV, 9. 



TaWs by w)iich Christ governs tiis kinj^doiii, 
cannot bfe judged by the ordinaiy and inad6- 
quate rulw of hiiman prudence, neither oti^hfc 
the pride of philosophy td dictite to the wisi 
dom of God, what are the niealsbfes hek 
adapted to datry his secireE' purpose Intd tht 
fullest eflfeet, ^^to the bringing of m&nj^fimi 
iiftto glofy^^ and that praJse 'And gratitudfe toay 
redound unta Godi - 
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But Besidis these? g^ne^ ackndwl 
inents, drawn from that little which- God 
has been pleased to communicate to us of hi^ 
iPTJEiys, conipared with our own dbservation of 
his wi^ddm aiid ptovidence, in the seatoadbie 
ptotecdori and ^ood govemmtet Cf his chttirh 
and Bngdom, that sudh a final result is cotifi^ 

« 

dently' to be expected i the^ believer &zfki 
difierent conchisidns from ihost, dr all, of 
those things which the infidel considers as 
bbjeetiotiable in the christian system. Thote 
diHicnhies whifeh he displays Ih so formidable 
a Kghti' are many of them only such when 
viewed through the misty atmosphere which 
a strohg prejudice has thrown around theiri^ 



and which permits not any objects to be aeea 
in either their true magnitude, or proper 
figure* Whatever there, is of ipsupccable 
mystery in religion divinely revealed, exitfa 
pretty nearly the same in the boasted rclig^a 
qf nature^ and die origin of all thingSi and 
the philosophy of man's own body and mind) 
of which he knows almost as litde as he dofssi 
of the nature of God, ofier &r more and 
greater difficulties upon the best systems that 
infiddity has ever yet brought fbrw^, than 
in that of divine revelation^ which t^ey wqre 

to have set aside as untenable. The dl^I^r 

. .■ • _ * . • ' 

pjuts of revd|ation, like the spots in the fivu^ 
are placed there for reasons iipon which the 
Gouns^ of man has not been aske4> yet uo- 
doubtedly they ate good ones» These ma« 
culas^ in both instances, may be as necessaicy 
appendages to the sun of nature and the sun 
of the spiritual heavens, as nigged mountains 
and fiery volcanos are upon the earth, which 
yet the atheist has found fault with as Uunderv 
in the workmanship of a world, supposed to 
have been cteated by infinite wisdom and 
powen But sound philosophy, and a deqper 
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research into the works of God, his worfe of 
nature and works of grace, and the wisdom 
arid goodness discoverable in them both, will 
teach us a better lesson. ** the depth of the 
riches both of the wisdom and knowledge of 
God! bow unsearchable are bis judgments^ 
and his Ways past finding out ! For who 
bath known the mind of the Lord^ or who 
bath been his counsellor f^^ (Rom. xi. 33.) 
" The secret things which belong unto God^^ 
are doubtless communicated to us in divine 
revelation so far, as is requisite to prepare us 
for a future state, and an enlargement of our 
knowledge, and the perfecting of our salva- 
tion, as it depends upon those divine mysteries^ 
And again, they are so far kept secret either 
as w6 arc incapable, in our present circum- 
stances, of a further communication, or it 
would be prejudicial to us, and be made use 
of by the enemy of God and man as an en- 
^ne for cur destruction.* 

* There appears to be sufiicicnt reason for the latter sup- 
position, from the endless and useless discussions which have 
iurisen id all times upon more than one of these points, to th*^ 
destruction of ^ub, and not to edification. 



Those tremendous rcvolutiooary tempos!^ 
In the poUtical world, which have at difierent 
^mes desolated the fairest portions of the 
earth, and in which the chosen people of 
God, and that holy temple which was con-i 
structed under his own immediate directioq 
^d blessing, have had so large; 4 share a[ 
suffering ; were not the eiFect of chance, bu^ 
yrerc divinely permitted, or excited at tli^ 
command of God| The ends which the Su- 
preme Ruler ha4 in view were beforehan4 
revealed in prophecy, and have been respect^ 
ively apd punctually a<;complished by fact. 
In the recurrence of similar contingencies, the 
regular carrying on of one grand and continn 
\ied scheme of Providence is to be presumed 
Vpon. How dark soever, or unfavorable tq 
truth and righteousnesfs the aspect of things 
may seem for 2^ seaspn, yet " ii^bt shall burst 
Jortb from obscurity ^ and righteousness as the 
noon day ' spring up from the temporary pre-, 
valence of error and wickedness. " He shall 
smite the earth with the rod qf his moi$th^ 
and with the breath of his lips shall kt 
$kt^ the wicked ; " — ^Then a new scene \n\ 
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opea in lavof of rellgian and its friendSf 
Messkh's kingdom, or ^^ the mountain of 
the Lor£i^ Jkouie shall he ertailuhed upon 
the ipps iof the mountains^ and all nations 
shall jlow in to //, in the last days^ — 
(Isaiah, ii. ^. &c. Micah. iv. i. &c« Ezekiei 
xvii. 24.) " The mountains shall bring 
peace to the people^ and the little hills by 
righteousness. He shall judge the poor of 
the people^ he shall save the children of 
the needy^ and shall break in pieces the 
oppressor^^ (Psalm Ixxii. 3.) " Righteous^- 
ness shall be the girdle of his loins^ and 
faithfulness the girdle of his reins. The 
^olf also shall dwell with the lamb^ and 
the leopard shall lie down with the kid; 
(ind the calf and the young Hon and the 
fatling together^ and a little child shall lead 
them. And the cow and the bear shall 
feedy their young ones shall lie d^wn to^ 
gether; and the lion shall eat straw like 
the ox. And the sucking child shall play 
on the hole of the asp^ and the weaned 
vhild shall put bis band on the cockatrice 
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4cn^ Tbijy shall not buH nar destroy im, 
all my kdy moUntaift^ Jbr the earth shall be 
full of the knov>ledge of the L^rd^ as the, 
Viatert caver the s^^ (Isaiah xL 4*tt-) 



.:■ 



Section it. 



/ s 



'4% 



The day of the Lord^ a prophetic pbrqse of 
various import— foretold by our Saviour— k 
txplainedfrom the prophecies. — The wicked- 
ness and miseries of the Jews in the day of 
their visitation^— ufiep^mpled^ but not beyond^ 
hope. 



Thbrb are Certain particuliar peiiodfi of tb^ 
<ihrisdan dispensation, pointed out tn divine 
ilevelatioa by peculiar signs of those times, as 
signal iqpochas 6i Christ's adibinistralion of 
thb government of hid cihiirch and kingdom ; 
after his ascension, and announcing to the 
believcrt that " all power ^ both in heaven and 
eatthy^ was thehceforwards given into his 
hands. They are spoken of under the ge- 
neral phrased c£ the day of Christ — the 4:oming 
of the Lord'^tbe day of the Lord^^zn^ are 
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described by the ancient prophets in suclk^' 
magmficcnt terms of a terrific grandeur, tlflKt 
they have been sometimes understood u 'ap-^ 
plicable only to the great day of generm judg^ 
nunt^ when " he shall sit upon the throne qf 
his glory J and before him shall be gather td all 
naiitmsy^ to hear and receive their ererlastingf 
dootn. 

That lively description which oUr Savioui' 
himself has given in the twenty fourth chap^ 
ter of Matthew, of his " coming injhe cbmds 
of heaven^^ to execute upon Jerusalem ^ the 
judgment written*^ in their prophets, and the 
sentence of condemnation pronounced by 
himself, b of this sort ; and cloathed ill the 
same sublime imagery and language which 
the prophets htid made use of« It is introdu- 
ced by that beautiful apostrophe to the devoted 
city, which he delivered with the tetirs of 
compasdon streaming from his eyes, while he 
beheld in pi'ophetic tision the dismal realities 
which were so soon to follow, and make good 
his words. ** Jerusalem^ Jerusalem ! thou 
that kiUest the prophets^ and stonest theni 
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Kvhich are sent unto tbei^ boiv vften would 

I have gathered thy children together y even 

as a hen gather eth her chickens under her 

wings y and ye would not ! Behold (therefore) 

your house ii h^ unto you desolate. Te shall 

not see m henceforth ^ till ye shall say^ blessed 

is he that cametb in tbt name of the LordT^^-^ 

(Matt xxiii. 37.) Oar Saviour, ad the king of 

their theocracy and the God of Israel, woukt 

tJktXk have gathered them :*^he often tailed^ 

but they would not make a suitiblii* reply to 

his invitatibnsi Passages to this effect are in-* 

numerable in the prophets. ^ Ho^ shall I 

give thee up^ Ephraini ? how shall I deliver 

tbee^ Israel ? How shall I make thee as Ad-- 

mah ? bow shall I set thee as Zeboim ? Mitw 

heart is turned within mc^ fny reperitings are 

kindled together j I will not execute the fierce-^ 

ness of mine anger ^^ (Hosca xi. 8.) That is, 

not m the full measure that their wickedness 

had deserved : for the chapter concludes with 

a prophtey of their restoration^ as EROSt of 

God's threatenings to that favored people 

do.— Even in this the hour of judgment^ 

and whUe their judge was passing the sen-^ 



\tncd upon them which could not be fever* 
$ed, he still mingles mercjr with his severity; 
•* Tour bouscy^ said hcj is about to be ** l^ 
knto you dcsoldtc^^ lu a short space of timft 
after my departure^ that desolation of your 
dty, and temple, and tountry, foretold in tke 
prophets, and that indignatiim which is to 
<:ontinue for many centuries, sliail come upbtt 
you \ and you shall see no more of me froiil 
^t time, as your Messias and King, ^^ untU 
the indignation be over past^^ land you shall 
nationally return to me, with moumiqg ^jfA 
shame for your ingratitude and unbelief, «Qd 
with universal acclamation, ^ say^ blessed is be 
that cometb in the name of the Lord!---^^* 

* Blessed &f^.- This is a quotation from Psalm cxviii. 26^ 
which I therefore conaider> from the manner in which the quo* 
tation it applied hy our Lord, as well as from the tubjedt 
matter of It^ as doe of those divine hymns composed in tl^ ^^rk 
offrophecj for the joyous occasion of the reconciliation of I$t 
rael with their Messias and King in the latter Jays. This seems 
a kind of provertnal expression appropriate to the coming of 
Messias, as we find (Matt. Ixi. 9.) the multitude that accom- 
panied Jesus riding into Jerusalem as the Metsias of the pio^ 
pliets, (Zech. ix. 9. Isaiab Ixii. 11.) yttr^ divinely m9Tjedto 
cry out in that and other appropriate expressions, 5* Hosmmq 
to the son of DavtJ, Blessed is Be thai eometh in the name tf ibe 
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Our l-0rd then proceeds to deKvet an bc^ 
count of his jipiratlve advent as judge and 
avenger^ whidi he does at great lengthy and 
gives such sign^ by which that day of Christ 
should be distinguished^ that the bdievecs 
anight be upon their gixard| and escape from 
the im{)endin^ de&trudtion*. It is evident thait 
the final and general judgment cdsmot be 
the purpiort of the twenty fourth of Mat-* 
thew^ in any bther than a figurative and 
secondary sense, and as the woes which the 
unbelieving jews brought upon themselves 
by their virickedness, are typical^ of the eternal 
taqprobotion of the wicked at the last day» 
The whole of hb prophecy upon this occa* 
^on, was to be punctually accomplished with- 
in a few years. ^ Verily. I say unto youy this 
generation, shall not pass^^ says he, " until all 

LorJf Uojonna in the highest.** (Psalm cxviii. '25.) The 
leitbet took great ofienee.at fhit, and wisbed bim to mienee 
audita igDDn&t im8q>plicat?cm of tcriptare^ btit he told them 
it was not tmaapplied, bu^ put into their mQUths by thjc spirit 
of God* for which he quoted Psalm viii. 2. •* Out of the mouths 

« ■ * 

of hales OndneiSngs thou bast perfected prasse** -^znA, he added» 

« • 

Aat ^^ these shoM hold their peacef* on such an oocasioD^ 
Hl^ vn^ t^finiK wi^H ery o^/* (Luke xw;. 40. ) 
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these things be fulfiUed.^^ The sigos 'ivMch 
he gives to the disciples^ axvl bids them be 
careful to observe, and make their own vm 
of them, shew manifesdy that ^ temponl 
and qpeedy judgment was what he mnat; 
*^ When ye therefore shall see (he ahmma^tm 
qf desolation spoken of by Daniel tbe^ pr^pbet^ 
stand in the holy place^ C whoso readetb kt 
him understand^) then let them whiek Ar.Mf 
jfudeaflee into fhe mountains^^ (M^tt, wdv^l^,) 

*^ The sign of the Son of man in heaven^^ai^ 
^^ the abomination of desolation^^ here pointpd 
put by our Uessed Lord, in the xnysticid 
phrase of Darnel, is i^iither explained by the 
account St. Luke gives of this convemtion ; 
as no doubt, Jesus would not leave in an am-* 
biguous uncertainty the real meaning^ ix£ a 
sign, which it so much behoved the bepevers^ 
to understand, ^ When ye shqfl see Jeru^ 
^alemr^cqmpassed about with armies^-^bem 
know that the desolation thereof is nigb^ 
Then let them which are in Judea^ fee to, 
the mountains y <tnd let them which e^e in 
{he midst of it^ depart out^ and let, not thm 
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which are ht tlk countries enter thereinto. For 
these he, the ddys bfvengeance^ that all things 
which are written may be fulfilled. And Je^ 
rusalem shall be trodden down of the gentiles ^ 
until the times' of the gentiles be fulflled^^ 
(Luke xxL 2a) ^ 

The sense and purpott of tnir Loird^ft 
quotation from Daniel is to be found in 
chapter ix. 26. f* And after threescore and 
two weeks shall Messiah be cut cff^ but not 
for himself y and the people of the prince that 
shall comcy shall destroy the city and the sanc^ 
tuary^ and the end thereof shall be with a 
Jlood.^^ — ^This alludes to the food pf biurbairi- 
ans, the countless swarms of saracens, by 
which the country was overrun, after it had 
been desiroytd^ in a great measure, by the 
romans. '- ^ And unto the encl of the ismr desor 
lations are determined. , For the overspreading 
of abominations he shall make it desolate^ even 
until the consummation ^ and that determined 
shall be poured uptm the desolated (X)an^iK.27«) 
The war is that which the unb^lievipg jews 
should continue to wage against Christ their 
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Messias. This prophecy o£ the defoiatkm ^ 
Judea has been so well fulfilled by the occii« 
pation of that fine country by the aaiaoem 
and turks, " the worst ef the beatben^^ as 
they are stigmatized by the prophet Bzeldel) 
(vii. 24.) that infidel writers have made thiB 
a firequent occasion of their scoffing at the 
holy scriptures, for having represented this 
land of promise as the glory of all latub^ -m 
land Rowing with mlk and honey; whereas 
from the tyranny and ignorance of the turks,* 
it is now almost a barren wilderness, and as 
they infer, neva: could have been capaUe of 
suppcHting die immense papulation of , which 
the scripture speaks. 

The twelfth chapter of Daniel is Still moiie 
to the purpose, for tiiere the period of time 
allotted for the indignation upon Isand to 
continue, is fixed, by determined dates as- 
signed to the commencement and the temumH 
tion of it •* From the time that the da^ 
sacrifice shall he taken away^ and the ahom-- 
nation that maketh desolate set upy there shall 

* See Baron de Tott^s Memoin* 
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Ic a thousand two hundred and ninety days^^ 
These days axe) qq doul>t» to be computed ia 
tbe usual stile and notation of prophecy^ that 
\%y a day for a year, (Ezek. iv. 6,) But as a 
certsdn d^ree c£ obscurity is essential to the 
nature of prophecy, the period from whence 
this comput^on is to be made, is not very 
generally agreed upon, and probably will 
only be known from the time of the ending of 

the i29oycara» 

< 

Bishop Newton is of opinion^ that the 
setting up of the abomination of desdatiooi 
is to he considered as a phrase of general im^ 
i>ort^ and which may be applied to various 
events. To lii& profanation of tbe temple by 
Antiochus, when he set up the image of Ju« 
piter Olympius upon the altar of the true 
God.— To the destruction of the city and tem-^ 
pie by the romans, and die misery and deso- 
lation of the. country that ensued ; which i$ 
our Saviour'a application of it.. It may bo 
applied to tbe building of a temple by the em- 
peror Adrian, to Jupiter Capitolinus, in the 

* NewtOQ on the Pfophecies, vol. ii« p. 213—- 




phct where the temple of God had «l6dd ; 
at which time the jews were banished frobi 
Judea by the most severe edicts. Or it may 
be applied to an event still later, the moham- 
medans invading and desolating the easteFn 
diurches, and converting them into nAoeques 
for the worship of the vdcked and £dse pitv 
phet Mohammed,^ and filling Judea and* Jc^ 
rusalem thenceforward with their antichristian 
superstition. When the saracens, the bitterest 
enemies both to the Jewish and the christiaii 
reU^ou, thus like a food overran and took 
possession of the holy land and the church of 
Christ, then was both the literal and spirituid 
*' Jerusalem trodden down of the g entiles ^ 
and '^ the abomination which maketh desolate^ '' 
w^ set up4 

]put as our Saviour mentioned the abomina^ 
tion of desolation chiefly with a view to afibrd 
thereby a remarkable signal to his disciples, 
and a warping to all the believers to flee for» 
their lives, from the calamities impen£ng 
oyer the city; he certainly meant hy that 

* Or Mahoi^et. 
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{^ase the standards x>£::i3tic iomxa army« 
They w^re prophetically called an abomna^^ 
tion^ because that term was applied to every 
diing tontieCted with idolatry, and the staqd- 
ards were in the figure of an eagle, and re* 
ceived divine honors in the roman camps, as 
a sort of tutelary deitks which went before 
them to battle, and led the way to victory 
and glory. The import bf the warnings wa4 • 
this, that aa soon as they should observe the 
roman standards planted in hostile order, ufion 
Iwfy groundy they must conclude that the pre- 
dicted ruin of the Jewish commonwealth was 
then near at hand. 

The Christians, by a wonderful act of Pro-* 
vidence in their favor, in causing the romans 
to decamp without any visible cause, all es- 
caped out of the city, and ^eJ to Petta in the 
mountains ; but the jews, infatuated to their 
destruction, crowded in ; and were immedi^. 
ately shut up by the sudden return of the ro- 
mans,* and perished in the most unparallele4 
miseries* 

^ Matt. iiUY, 27. 
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That our Sanoxir in the twenty fourth 
chapter of Matthew is describing the siege of 
yerusaUm^ and not the great day of general 
judgment^ seems probable, from the import- 
ance of the subject ; which the ancient pro« 
phets had represented in the same figurative 
terms that Jesus here makes use of, as the end 
of the mossdc world, or dispensation : the 
nun of the Jewish commonwealth, and the 
QiMXunencement of a new worlds under a 
new covenant :^ but from some of the ax^ 
cumst^nce^ which he mentions, this is more 
than probable, and altogether beyond ques^ 
tion ; although a figurative fusion (o the end 

* In confonnity wiUi this idea, tlie new teiUment writere 
also speak of the fall of Jerusalem and final abolition of the 
teazle aervicer and the sacrifices offered by the laW| (which 
indeed had all virtuaUy ceased when Christ expired upon the 
cross,) as the m^ if th world. (1 Cor. a;. Jl.) «< Ut upon 
whom tie cttdi of the world are cotne ;" — the words are rti tiA^ 
r<?f mmtn^fines tecuiorum. (Heb. ix. 26.) " Now once^ in the 
end of the world hath he appeared;*^ — It/ ervmX^in rSn altivttv — 
in coarummatione uculorum. And they refer to this event as to 
the day of the Lord. (Philip, xy, 5. Heb* x. 25,) So the 
ihrutian dt^pe/uation is continually spoken of, both in the pro* 
phets and new tesUment writers, as **the (ast time^*'^** the 
ia4t dajti** &c. 
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bf the vaborld itself may be at the saine time 
couched under it. 

In verse the twenty eighth, he says, " Wbtn^ 

soever the carcass isy there u>ill the eagles be 

gathered together.*^ Eagles and vultures were 

said to follow the maitch of armies, to prey 

upon the bodies of the slain. Our Lord, in 

these figurative words, compares to a dead 

carcass the great body of the Jewish natioa 

remsdning in unbelief, and of whom he had 

said that ^* they should die in their mu^^ 

(John viiL 24.) They had rejected their 

Messias himself, and obliged his apostks io 

turn from them to the gentiles* They were 

cut off for ever from the hope of Israel by 

the destruction of their temple^ and the utter 

abolition of all their distingubhing signs as 

the people of God ; shut up imder the heavy 

Wrath and lasting indignation of heaven, in a 

state of spiritual as well as political deatb^ 

and become the destined prey of the roman 

eagles* 
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• tac says again, (v. 34.) « Verily I say unto 
you J this generation shall not fass^ till all then 
things be fulfilled.^^ Or as the same conver- 
sation is again reported, (Matt, xvi* ^7.) 
•* The Son of man shall comt in the glory ^ 
his Father^ with his holy angels^ and ibeif 
shall be reward every man according to Ins 
nvorks. Verily J say unto you^ there be some 
' standing here^ which shall not taste of deaA 
tUl they see the Son of man coming in his klng^ 
^dmar-^M the former part of this passage al« 
' ludcs to the final retribution at the last daj, 
yet certainly the first sense in which it is Go 
be understood is, his coming in his temporal 
judgments to reward the wicked and unbdier- 
ing jews according to their works. For he 
says, that some of the persons then present 
should live to see that day of judgment and 
letribution, which they undoubtedly might 
do, because it came to pass within forty years 
afterwards* 

In Mark ix. i. the words are — ^^ till they 
hai)e seen the kingdom of God come with pow^ 
er. The same gospel dispensation which 
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pur Lord in Matthew xvi. calls ^tbekingdkm 
of the Son of man^^ he h6re calls " the kingdom 
of Godr — ^It IS the administration of the king- 
dom of God the Father, committed to God 
the Son, according to that passage of the 
psalmist, which our Saviour^ in proof of his 
own divinity, once quoted against the phari- 
sees ; ** Sit thou on my right bandy until I 
make thine enemies thy footstool^ f Psalm ex. i.) 
adding, " If David then called hm Lordy how 
is be his Son?** He says therefore, that 
some of his auditors should live to see the 
full establishment of the gospel, which was 
then in its infancy, and apparently insignifi* 
cant in its pretensions ; or, according to his 
own comparison, like a grain of mustard seed. 
The kingdom of heaven was preached first 
by John the baptist, as being then near at 
hand Afterwards by the seventy disciples, 
and at length published authoritatively, (and 
as being virtually opened^, by Jesus himself; 
though it was not actually so until by his 
death the great atonement was made, and by 
bis resurrection^ and entering in through the 

veil, ^ he was declared to be the Son of God 

o 
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npitb powcr^ —even " to save tben^ to- the 
uttermoit that should come unto God tbrougb 
him^^^ S o long as xhit Jewish temple aa^ 
the xnos^ rkual a^id sacrifices r^qofdn^, al^ 
though they were now qo loiter of any avai| 
in a religious sense, the forbearance of Go4 
held open the door of repentai^ce to the 
jews; and the christians were reimnded of 
their Lcnrd's prophecie3). and taught tpi lop^ 
forwards to the accomplishment of thenij a3 
the full and public establishment of thdr re« 
ligion, or the kingdom of Qod come with 

4. 

power. 

The coming of Christ, as he truly declai^ 
was '* not to destroy the law and the prophets ^ 
hut tofulfiV^ The ceremonial law, and th^ 
temple service, and the sacrifices of beasts, 
were as the scc^oUing set up for the erecting 
of the more perfect edifice of the church of 
Christ ; and the necessary removal of it, ^* in 
the fulness of time ^^ implied not any destruc- 
tion, but rather a perfecting of the great work 
pf God. It still remains in the sacred vor 
lume a wonderful aqd beautiiul evidence of 
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"the sfen afid uniformity of design, disiiii- 
guishablc in every part of that vast temple, 
which is of capacity sufficient to receive all 
nations^ and " whose builder and tnak& is 
Godr Or if we suppose our Lord to mean 
the moml law, we find him upon all occa- 
sions ^dlng the strongest confirmatioti to it, 
and by rational expositions, which appeal to 
the conscience and reason of iii6n, vindicating 
it from the eomipt abuses and false i!ittt|»t^ 
tations of the scribes. 

The miserable destractiott of the je#s, by 
the heavy vengeance of thfeir insulted King^ at 
the great day of bis amingi to Whfich he al- 
lodes in Mattbett* X3dt. was therdb^e no ccm*- 
cfecKMon,' but an aec &x perfect consistency 
i^rtth ISA (Jharactci* as the Piinee 6f Peace,* and 
with Ms declaration in fstn>i of ibe law dhd 
the ^fopBetsi If he ^carKt tfot t6 stiid padte 
on earibj bat a sword^ and ** ihiitfdBly td di^ 
stroj ib6se wicked mtn^ and biit^ up their 
city;^ the whole blame Kes uptint theiif Own 
perversenftr, whfch obliged ' him /V that tAaii^ 
ner to put i final period to thr ntosaicrdb- 

G 2 
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penaation^ aad establish the christian upoii 
the very same ^^ foundation of the apostles and 
prophets^ Jesus Christ himself being the chief 



corner stoneJ^^ 



But this advent or coming of the Lord^ ak 
though it be described in terms which seem 
to imply a personal appearance attended by 
angelsy was entirely figurative^ and fiilly ac^ 
complished by the roman armies ; Titus the 
emperor, a prince who for hb singular hu*- 
mamty was called the delight of humankind^ 
executed (even against his will, and compell- 
ed to it by the mfuriated rage and despnr of 
the jews,) that dreadful vengeance which God 
had decreed, and no repentance on their put 
had intervened to prevent, or mitigate ib 
Htus used his utmost endeavours to save tibt 
glorious £sd>ric of the temple^ but the in&tua- 
ted jews themselves destroyed it, and tJy ro* 
man soldiers urged on by a divine impulse^ 
were regardless of the commands or entreaties 
of their emperor, and completed its destruc- 
tion in his very presence : and according to 
th« custom of the romans on some particulai; 
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bccasiona, the foundaddns 6f the temple werfc 
turned up v^ith a plough^ which literally ful«- 
filled our Saviour's words-^-" There shall not 
be left ojie stone upon another^ which shaU not 
be thrown down^ And also the similar pro^ 
phecy of Micah, iiL 12. — ^^For your sakes 
Zion shall be ploughed as ajidd^^ 

The signal vengeance of heaven pu^ed 
that wretched people in so visible a manner^ 
and with so many striking proofe of a dwim 
mterpositioUy through the whole course of the 
siege^ in &Tpr of the romans and against the 
jew% } that even that vain glorious people 
took not^ as usual, the glory of this conquest 
to themselves ; but acknowledged that a di-* 
vine band alone had overthrown those prodi^ 
'gious and impregnable fortificadons* And 
the jews themselves^ though they disputed 
every^ inch of ground with a courage border^ 
ing upon absolute madness and desperadon, 
were fully convinced of the same truth. 

Not only in Judea itself, but in every oth^ 
country where any jews were t^vbe founds the 
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heavy wrath of God puraied that devoted 
race, and the most unparalieied caiaaudes j&S 
upon them. No hiding place so secfet could 
be found, but the roman eagles^ allured hf 
the scent of the carcass which heaven had 
allotted to them for a prey, penetrated thitiier 
to accomplish their destruction : no castle ab 
impregnable, no rock of so great an height, 
or of 80 inaccessible approach to hostile fbrbe 
that it might seem to bid defiance to ttn^ed 
ingenuity and ralour ; but the eii^Us flmv* m^ 
to it, as it were upon the wings of ProvideMei 
to the astoiushment even of the romatis tfaAfn- 
adves. The jews of that devoted gePiefatMi 
wore ddvered up to the intense hatred aikd 
contempt of all mankind, and like men abscM 
ktely deprived of reason, they provoked by 
ftti equal bitterness on their parts, duat tseaf 
for thdr destruction which seemed, as if by 
die inspiration of heaven, to be Hndlsd hi 
every breast. 

Our Saviour in consistency with the pro- 
phecies, which speak of the jews of that age 
as ^ the gencMation of GocTs wratb^^'^dStca 
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reproached then with theur volimtaiy blkad^ 
ness an4. wipkedaesSt and that dae mc;i:ea$e of 
it^by the total vdtbdrawing of all grace fraox 
tl^i% should er& long be the conaequtnicei 
and thi; . pimishmeot of iv And thexjc owu 
t^ston^i^ Josephus, wha. ^ves^ a &^ aad* 
dreadfuil ^cqouot both of thm dqprayity and 
their sqffwiag^^ haoiSy concludea,?^^' it h iov^. 
possible to rieo^itat sevonallj. the partki^lara ofi 
theiT/ wickedness^ hut. in general, it mxjr be 
s^ that n^er a^y o^ty siifiered such calami^* 
tie8» nor was ever any generation dnce- the 
memory of man, more firuitM in iniquity.^' 
If ^ God had Qot shortened those days of tci^ 
bulation for the elect's sake/* that a remnant 
might remain for the fuUiknent of the pro* 
ixusea iQade to Abraham^ and David, '^ there 
should m> fle^ Uving have been saved '' of 
th^t forsakea people. ^^ Except the Lord of 
buts bad l^ unto m a v€ry jmall remnant ^^ 
(say^ the pi:ophet) " w^ should bofoe been as 
Sodom^ and we sboyld bave been like unf^ 
Gomorrab.^^ (Isaiah i. 9.) 
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St Piul did not live to sec these days of 
vengeance. But in the persevering infidelity 
and increasing wickedness of the jews, he saw 
tbx: foreboding signs of their approach^ and he 
pronounced, ^^ Wrath is come upon tbem to 

m 

the nttermost.^^ ( i Thess. ii. i6.) ** God baib 
^en tbem the spirit of slumber^ eyes that tbey 
should not see J and ears that they should n^ 
bear J unto this day!^ (Rom* xL 8.) ^Th^ 

* 

condition ever since those fktal dap, has beenf 
ifa every respect such as Moses, in the twenty 
eighth chapter of Deuteronomy, had foretold 
would be the case, ** if they refused to bear 
that prophet^ like unto him^ whom God would 
raise up unto them of their brethren.^* That ' 
spiritual famine now came upon them, ^ imt 
of breads nor a thirst for water y but ofbear'^ 
ing the words of the Lord^ And they shaU 
wander from sea to sea^^- continues the pro- 
phet, ** and from the north even to the easf^ 
they shall run to and fro^ to seek the word of 
the Lordy andshaHnotfindil^^ (Amos viiL 1 1.) 

The religion of the modem jews althougl^ 
justly pleading its divine original, can nq 
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ictlger'e^diibit the ancient and necessary 9eik 
of its authority* It is not only deprived of 
its essentials^ an altar and a sacrifice^ but what 
i)s of more importance than even these, it is 
no longer entitled to the influences from 
above which it formerly enjoyed While it 
vjras still looking forward to Christ yet to 
come-; and it has no rawe the power rf)deld- 
mg comfort and the ttecessary sustenaiice to 
the soiiL What Christ had threatened hi 
vam,' he now ih dreadful reality fuIfiHedi 
^* Tbehngdm ofbrnven,'' saidTie, ^ shall bh 
taken from you:^ and gitfen to a nation iritiging 
forth the fruits ibereofi^ and ♦* moHy shall 
tome fyom the east aftd west^ and shall sit 
dawn ivith Abraham^ and Isaac^ ami yacob^ 
in the kingdom of heaven \ but the children of 
the kingdom shall be cast out into outer dark^ 
ness. There shall be weeping and gnashing 
of teeib^^ ^ " A repentance like that of the 
damned, shut up unto endless despain Po^ 
this passage, akhbugh applied by our Lord t6 
the temporal judgment coming upon the 

* Matti xxi. 43.— viii. 1 1 . 
H 
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jews, no doubt alludes equally, and HA^ 
greater weight, (in as much as eternal pu« 
nishment is more td be dteaded than tem- 
poral,) to the infallible exdusion of wicked 
christians from the presence of the Lord, at 
the judgment df the great daji 

In the sixty fifth chs^ter of Issdah there is 
a very striking description of the melancholy 
condition of Israel in their state of rejection } 
a prey to the devouring sword without, and 
to spiritual famine within.-—** Therefore will 
I number you to the sword^ and ye shall all 
bow down to the slaughter : because when I 
(your Messias) called^ ye did not answer^ 
when I spake ye did not hear ; but did evil A^• 
fore mine eyes^ and did chuse that wherein I 
delighted notl^ — (the righteousness by the law, 
and not of faith.) — ^^ Therefore thus saith the 
Lord God^ behold^ my servant s^^ (the convert- 
ed jews) shall eat^ but ye shall be hungry ; 
behold J my servants shall drinky but ye shall be 
thirsty ; behold^ my servants shall rejoice ^ bnt 
ye shall be ashamed; behold^ my servants shall 
fi^S fo^ joy of hearty but ye shall cry for sor^ 
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ffiw of hearty and ihall bowl for vexation of 
spirit, jind ye shall leave yourname^^ (jews) 
^ for a curse unto my chosen : for the Lord 
shall slay thee^ and call bis servants by an^ 
QTHSR NAMB^^ — (Christians). 

Their great prophet Moses, m that woii# 
derful prophecy contained in the twenty 
eighth chapter of Deuteronomy, had ford- 
warned them of these disastrous times in 
very similar terms, (v. 28.) ** The Lord shall 
smite thee with madnessy and blindness^ and 
astonishment of hearty and thou sbalt grope at 
noon dayy as the blind gropeth in darkness.^* 

(▼• 37O " ^^^ '^^^ ^^^^^ become an astonish^ 
menty a proverb^ and a bye word;* among all 

nations wbitbfr the Lord shall Uad tbee^'^ 

* The in^ired author of P^ahn TiiL 6. tx^d Psalm xUv. 
from verse 9» to 15» touche3 this moumfi^ subject in the moft 
beautiful strains. There are instances upon record of the 
PJmd fuuHtcum and cmehiei of the je^rsy which ahnost exceed 
belief, and sh^w their extreme hatred of the christian name. 
They suffered many times, both in England and other coun* 
tries for ibe charge ofcrucifjing children^ in coatcmpt of Christ; 
|rhich, if true, is a deplorable proof of the shocking depravity 

H 2 
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(v. 46.) ^^ And these curses shall be upon, tbe^^ 
for a sign and for a nvonder^ and upon thy 
seed for ever^ The sign and woader 
should be perpetual, evea after the cujrie 
should have been removed. The jews have 
ever been, and ever will be considered as 
a wonderful people. Their prosperity while 
they were obedient, was very wonderful, and 
their state of abandonment and rejection is yet 
more so, if we contemplate it in all its dr- 
cumstances; but the circumstances o£ their 
happy restoration in the last daysy will exceed 

both of heart and undentanding induced upon them by the 
curse. The hatred they were held in every where» emi to 
a proveiby makes such an accasation doubtful* Shakespev's 
character of Shylock is conformable to tlus vulgar prejudice 
against them. To call a man jew^ was to stigmatize him in 
a manner as provoking as possible. It was a proverb as no- 
torious as that of the romans, <' itigratum st (RxeriSf omma iiixeru.** 
Of their diabolical attempt to poison all the waters in France, 
by which many persons died« there is no doubt. See Gififbrd'i 
History of France, v. i. p. 572. Hume's History of England. 
The history of all countries is full of the massacres, confitca- 
tions and banishments they were exposed to, in the dark ages, 
from the universal abhorrence in which they were held, for the 
grand crime against the christian name, and their depravity and 
cruelties on many occasions, but too well authenticate<i. 
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all former wondei:$, by which that andfiat 
and holy people have heea held up as wU- 
ncsscs for God and the t^ruth of revelation* to 
all ages of the world. 

In die forty ninth verse of t^e same chap-, 
ter, Moses points out the tomans as the in- 
strumeot of their punishment, by the caglc^ 
which was thdr standard, and by ii^j^vt Jlerct-- 
neisj crucUifr% ^n^ great strength^ the constant 
characteristic marks of the romai^, whenever 
they ar^ mentioned in the pcpphecies. ^^ The 
Lord shall bring a nation against thee from 
far ^ from the end of the earth ; as swift as the 
eagle fi€th. A nation %»hose tongue thou shalt 
not understand^ a nation of fierce countenance^^ 
(or. *a it, is in the mar^) ^^ strong offace^' of 
a strong impenetrate front. Another charac- 
teristic of the romans, who likewise in regard 
to their remote situation from Judea, might be 
described (in the stile of prophecy) as coming 
^frm far^ from the end of the earth''' ---'-^ 
" They shall not regard the person of the old^ 
nor shew favor to the young^\ (v. 61^.) ^^And 



// shall come to pass^ that as the Lord rejoiced 
over you to do you good^ and to multiply ytm^ 
so the Lord will rejoice over you to destroy 
yoUy and to bring you to nought. And ye 
shall be plucked off from the land whither thou 
goest to possess it. And the Lord shall scat* 
ter thee among all people^ from the one end of 
the earthy even unto the other ; and there thou 
shalt serve other gods^ which neither tJbou^ 
nor thy fathers have known^ even wood and 
stone.* And among these nations shall thtof 
find no ease^ neither shall the sole of thy foot 
have rest} but the Lord shall give thee a 

m 

* This appears more renurkable thin any other part qf 
Ihis prophecy, as it fixes the persepution of the jewsi to co^t 
pel them to image wonl^py to a period of time sithegumt to 
their lait Stpertiom and caftwity by the romans. Godf ^f^amd 
$nui stone they had known too well, and had been at all times 
notoriously addicted to the worship of tbem» until they ffcr^ 
^coyercd out of this infatuation by their captiTity at Baby- 
lon. That fir^ captivity 9annot therefore desenre tUi cha^ 
raderutk mark. For diere were but two or three woak 
attempts made by their enemies to put a force upon their oob« 
sdences in regard to religion at Babylon, &c. which did not 
succeed. But their sufferings on this account in most popish 
countriesi and the frequent feigned convertiops of jews, tq 
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4fefnbUng hearty and failing of eyes ^ and sor^ 
row ofmndk^--^ 

The unhappy jeWs will not become con^ 
▼erts to Christianity itself, but by a degeneracy 
citable to their depravity in all other respects) 
they are forced to feign conver^on to popeiy^ 
and worship the images of g^ds unknown to 
purer times. With so much truth and jus* 
tice did our blessed Lord reproach their fathers 
Vrith thar unbdliefdf Moses, when they pleads 
ed against hiixl the words of that great prophet 
^ If yc bad believed Moses ^ ye would bavebi^ 
lieved me ^ for be spake ofmc^ 

Qli the total overthrdw khd extinfction 6f 
their religious and civil polity by the powet 

ttcipe the. dreadfvd gripe pf tbe Inquiiitu^n} «re oototiouilf 
kn'own*^— By iliis angular and fteviously imtnown species oF 
idolatiy, to whiUi th€f flhotiU in rmate Hheif tnd hr StiaM 
commut be conipeD^d to sulMnitf the prophet must mean thfc 
tame strange jj^od wh\ca Daniel describes^ as worshipped in the 
bosom of a church catling itself christian. (Daniel xi. 89.) 
See Phiio's embassy^ m Josephus^ 1. 18, c. IK Ledie's shofi 
method with thb Je#i, p. 59. folio editioq* 
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of the remans, there is a beautifal pro]^lietie 
description in the fourth chapter of Jeremiah. 
** / beheld the earth j and lo ! it was ivitboui 
firm and void; and the heavens^ and they bad 
no light. I beheld the mountmns^ and lo i tbey 
trembled^ and all the hills moved lightly. I 
beheld^ and lo ! there was no man^ and all the 
birds of the heavens were fled. I beheld^ emd 
h I the fruitfiil place was a ivildemess^ and 
all the cities thereof were broken down^ at tbi 
presence ef the hord^ and by his fierce angen 
For thus hath the Lord said^^The whole bnid 
shall be desolate i-^jet will I not mate a JiiB 
endl^ — It had been declared by our SaTioar^ 
that the heavy and collected wrath of heaven 
'should " come upon that generations^ for the 
sins of their Others as well as £or their owflf 
by which they were then about to overcharge 
the full measure of iniquity. And God had 
sent the same ill tidings of their aj^roadip* 
ing abandonment, by the prophet Jeremiafr^ 
whose hard fortune it was to be a messenger 
of ill news, to his great regret, and at the 

* The Lord Jesus Christy 
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eminetit peril of Im life. " This is a nation 
that obeyetb riot the vdice of the Lord^ tbeir 
God J nor ytctivetb correction i truth is perish^ 
id^ and is cut off from tbeir iaoutb. Cut off 
ibine bdir^ yerusalem^ and cast it away^ 
and take Up a lanientation in bigb places^ for 
the Lord batb kej^cted and FORSAKJtw the 

IDENBRATION OF HIS H^RJThJ^ (Jer. Vj.^g.) 

The hard hearted aiid malicious jews foU 
lowed the meek and unresenting Jesils to the 
place of execution^ with reproaches ^d in- 
sults^ although his innocence of any thing 
worthy of death had been publicly proclaim- 
ed from the bench by his judge. And as if 
even bis blood could not satiate their venge- 
ance, they reviled him in his expiring ago- 
nies upon the cross. The female part of that 
turbuleiit people, seem indeed td haV6 been 
touched with ^ md^e becbihihg ^ftse of his 
undeaenred and cruel fate, and Jesus returned 
the compassion which they shewed for him 
by thefar unarsdling teart, with as great a com- 
passion on his part for the afflictions they 

were shortly to be exposed to. " Daughters 

I 
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of Jerusalem J said he^ weep not for me^ hut 
weep for yourselves^ and for your children ! 
for behold^ the days are comings in the ivJbich 
they shall say^ blessed are the barren^ and the 
wombs that never bare^ and the paps uubUb 
never gave suck. Then shall they begin to 
say to the mountains j fall on us ; and to the 
hills^ cover us. For if they do these things 
in the green tree^ what shall be done in the 
dryV^ — if the innocent must upon occadon 
be partakers of affliction, what have not the 

guilty and impenitent to expect ? (Luke 

xxiii. 28.) 

In St. Matthew (jtxiv.) we find Jesus de- 
scribing that fatal period as a time of great 
TRIBULATION, ^^ such as was hot since the 
beginning of the world to that time^^ and such 
as never should be again, for the intenseciess of 
the heat of the divine wrath^ and the a^cumu^ 
lation of human miseries. But by the special 
providence of God, and the judicial injatua* 
tion of the jews^ in destroying their^wft 
resources, and drawing their swords against 

* Quern Deut vult peit]ere» priut.deftienuu 
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each other with greater ftiry than the romans 
without their walls did against both the con- 
tending factions within ; those days of ven- 
geance were shortenedi Partly, as our Lord 
says, "Tor tbe elect* s sake^^ the christians so 
calledj in contradistinction to the unbelieving 
jews, or reprobate. (For sometimes amongst 
the gentiles they were confounded with the 
jews, and indiscriminately partook of the ge- 
neral odium which fell upon that nation:) 
and partly, for the sake of the elect, or rem- 
nant of Israel, which God would have to be 
preserved, for his own mysterious purpose in 
the latter days. 

The prophet Zephaniah speaks of this 
dreadful time, in terms very similar to those 
of our Lord. The great day of the Lord is 
near^ it is near and bastenetb greatly^ even 
the voice of the day of the Lord. The mighty 
man shall cry there bitterly'' Great indeed 
must that distress be which shall force the 
steeled heart of the hardy veteran to express 
his feeling of it in unavailing womanish 
complaints. Yet Josephus relates, that the 

I 2 
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mingled horror and grief of the soldiers was 
really such, when they found ^ the delicate 
woman^'* as Mo^ had foretold, (Dept. xxvUL 
56, 57-—) reduced by &mine, to sustain life 
a few hours longer by eating her own duld. 
^ That day is a day ofwratby 4 day oftr^oidd^ 
and distress J a day of wasteness and pESQLjh 
iriON^ a day of darkness and gUxminessy a day 
of clouds and thick darkness. — A day of tbt 
trumpet and alarm against the fenced cities^ 
and against the high towers. And I w& 
bring distress upon men^ that they shall walk 
like blind men^ because they have sinned against 
the Lord: and their blood shall be poured out 
like dust J and their fesh as the dung.^^* (Zeph. 
I 14.) 

But though a punishment of that wicked 
natiqn unparalleled in the severity of it, was 



* The history of Jotephtu k the best commentary on these 
prophecies. ^Besides the enemy without the walls* cnH watf 
;uidfcnmne, and pestilence raged within* and the empty bouac| 
were filled with the bodies of the dead> and shut up* Those 
t^hich fled out by night to the romansy were r^ up oBve by 
t^ soldiers, from an idea that they had swallowed gxctt qoaft- 
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the rieal purport of that m^cal expression-*- 
** then sbaU they sec the sign of the Son of man 
coming in the clouds of beaven^^ — yet it was 
still determined in the counsel and foreknow* 
le4ge of God| that ^^ a remnant sbwldbe so- 
vcdr The promises to Abraham and David 
had in part indeed been fulfilled by the actual 
coming of Cl^rist in the flesh. But a shade 
of gloom and obscurity seemed to have been 
cast upOQ Qod^s faithfulness and truth, by the 
low and contemptible condition of the Son of 
David in the world, the ignominy of the 
cross at his death, and his rejection by his 
own nation. It was also a considerable ad- 
dition to the infidel plea of g, failure in the 
divine promises, th^t shortly after this calami- 
tous event to the family of David, the whole 
Jewish nation wer^ cast off froqi the presence 
and mercy of God, apparently for ever ; and 
with a peculiarity of their misfortune which 

titiet of gold ) and the prisoners tiken, wer^ crucified in such 
numbert, (to strike aterror into the beneged)* that fvWconld 
no longer be fiiond fer crosses, nor tpaee to set them up upon. 
I( is computed that theie perished in this war abne 1>400*000 
jews. See Amos t. 18« 20. Joel i. xt. andii. 1, % SI. MaU 
skchi in. 1» % and xi% h Ezekiel Yii« ^l| 
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distinguished them from the rest ©f mankindi 
as the objects of hatred to God and man, 
wherever they sojourned.* 

How then, in such a situatioft of thiog^^ 
were the many prophecies of a contrary'as- 
pect to receive their accomplishment ? It 
could not be done otherwise than by the pre- 
servation of a REMNANT from the general 
ruin, like a burning brand snatched from the 
fire, or like the family of Noah saved in the 
ark of God's mercy from the wreck of a 
world. For thus St* Paul solves this seeming 
diflGculty, by quoting a prophecy from Isaiah, 
of a happy restoration in reserve for Israel, in 
the latter days ; and time has not hitherto, in 
so long an intervening space, raised up any 
insuperable bar to the possibility of such an 
event. ** Though the number of the children 
of Israel (prior to these days of excision) be 
as the sand of the sea^ a remnant (only) shall 
he saved. For he luill Jinish the work [o^ 
destructioa) and cut it short in rigbttousness. 
Because, a short 'work will the Lord make 



* ' 



* Sec Jeremiah xxxiii. 24^ 
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upon the earth.* And as Esaias had said 
before j\ exctipt the Lord of Sabaotb had kfl 
us a seed J , we had been as Sodoma^ and been 
made like unto Gomorrab^^-^-^^X is to say: iii 
two respects^ by th^'general. depravity. oE, ova 
nationy-^and by a total extinction ;of . iL«»— 
(Romans ix* 27. Isaiah x. a2, 23;) • ! . :1 

It will scarcely be maintained by any ohe^ 
that the promises to David, of an extended 
empire and a perpetual throne^ and to Abra- 

* Bcza finds great fault with the scptuaglnt translation of this 
passage of Isaiah, as giving a different sense from the hebrew^ 
yet He sayft it was necessary for the apostle to quote from the 
septuaginty as he wrote in greek, and to ptopls amongst whom 
that greek traoUation only was known. To. which may be 
added, that the septiiagint translation coincides well with the 
saying of our Lord, that " those days should be tb^tened** 
Our old tranalation renders Isaiah more correctly. Lowth 
giTes the passage thtis, ** The consumiuUUn dec'uUd overfioweth 
kuith strict justice^ for a full and decisive decree shall Jehovah^ the 
Lord ofhostSf accomplish in the miJsi of th: land?^ — The sense, 
according to Beza, is, that God had detennirted*by (not "<! 
short noerh^* but) ** a daisivc destruction,** to reduce that un. 
grateful people to a very small remnant, by his inost just 
judgments. •* Pro consumptiune '-jcros et ea qu'ulnn drcisa, 
Xoytv rvmX^f, ^et' P'.iyiv ai^m^i^eyf dixerunt admodum n.^^^i^enter 
GrM interpretes* " ' 
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ham, that in his seed idl nations should be 
blessed, have as yet been accomplished in 
tbar full extent^ by the invisible rdgn of 
Christ in heaven over his church; which 
contains but a small number of christiaiis^ 
compared with the great majority of man-» 
kind that yet remain without, and a small 
portion of true christians, amongst the mass 
of men generally so denominated. In the 
eighty ninth Psalm God says of David, «* My 
faithfulness and my mercy shall be with bhn^ 
and in my name shall bis born be exalted^^ && 
Then comes an intimation of a reverse of the 
fortunes of his family, — " But if bis children 
forsake my law^ Ssfr. / will visit their tram^ 
gression with the rod.^— Nevertheless my loving 
kindness will I not utterly take from him, nor 
suffer my faithfulness to fail. Once have I 
SUBORN by my holiness, that I will not lie unto 
David. His seed shall endure for ever, and 
his throne (be perpetual) as the sun befbrf 



mer* 



* See the mouroful account of their rejection which iinmt* 

diately foUowt) and therefore mutt be un^rstood in a manner 
consistent with these promises, now at least Ijing dormantw 
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The ^Ventjr second Psalm, in which uHt^ 
versality of dominion and eternity of his throne j 
is attributed tt> Christ in the highest degree^ 
may be understood in a spiritual sense of the 
gospel state 4n its utmost advancement, to 
which we still Idok forward ; but a great 
many of the prophetic promises of this na- 
ture, which God has given in favoir of the 
seed of Abraham, canned be interpreted in 
any other tha6 a literal sense. ** Thus saitb 
the Lord^ if^y covenant, be not with dat and 
NXGHT^ and if I have not appointed the ordi^ 
nances of heaven and earthy then w'dl I cast 
away the seed of yacbb^ and David my ser^ 

_ • 

vant. For I will cause thdr captivity to 
return^^ (Jer. xxxiii^ 20, &c*) They may 
be brou^t to a very low state and a small 
REMNANT, but can never be whoUy'cxter- 
minated j the promise, and even the oath of 
God stands recorded to the contrary. The 
attachment is still as strong as ever which the 
jews shew to their ancient institutes, although 
scarcely the shadow of them Is left, since the 
abolition of the temple service. And though 
they have been driven sometimes to the ^rergQ 

K 
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of despair, such promises as thars have still 
kept alive their hope, " even against bopel^ 
6f still seeing Messias come as their deliverer. 
** Zion saidy the Lord both forsaken mtj and 
my Lord bath forgotten me ! Can a ivaman 
forget ber sucking cbildj tbat sbe should not 
bave compassion upon tbe son of ber ivombf 
'^yea^ tbey may forget^ yet will not I forget 
tbee /" (Isaiah xlix. 14.) 

St. Paul, alluding to Isaiah^s and our Lord's 
prophecies of the obstinacy and unbelief (^ the 
jews, says, ^^ Blindness in part batb happened 
unto Israel^ (according to the prophecies) «»- 
/// tbe Fit LN ESS OF THB dSNTiLSs bc come m$ 
and so (then) all Israel sball be saved^ as it is 
written^ (Isaiah lix. ao.) " Tbere sffoli come 
out (jf Zion tbe Deliverer^ and sball turn 
away ungodliness from Jacob. For tins is 
my covenant unto tbem^ wben I sbajl Jtake 
away tbeir sins.^' (Rom. xi. 25.) By Sl 
Paul's application of this prophecy to a pe- 
riod long after Cbrist^ and quite late^ in ihe 
latter days^ it is evident that the incarnatioii 
or first coming .of our Lord^ was not the sdo 



67 

object of thisy and other similar passages in 
the prophets ; although it was in part un- 
doubtedly a fulfilment of them. The con- 
version of the jews, and the putting away 
the sin of their long continued rebellion 
s^ainst their Messias and King, is the dc^ 
clarcd object of it. And this is not to take 
place till the fulness of the gentiles he first 
come in. This is further evinced by the 
apostle's own comment upon the passage. 
** jis concerning the gospel^ (rejected by them) 
they are enemies for your sakesj^ (that an over- 
ture of grace might be offered to you gentiles,) 
* But as touching the election (of them in Abra-' 
ham,) they are (still) beloved for the Fathers 
sake^^ 



^ fc ■• 
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SECTION IIL 



Tbc blindness of the Jcijqs. — Its causes ^^-^ 
Its punishment by a spiritual imprisonment^, 
— Their state sincfi Christ a standing mi^ 
rack. — Christ will yet become their glory^ 
as now he is their reproach^ 



The fate of the people of Israel hath been 
very singular and wonderful, which is the. 
reason of those uncommon epithets applied 
to them in the eighteenth chapter of Isaiah. 
— ^^ A people scattered and peeled^ a people 
terrible from their beginning hitherto^ a nation 
meted out and trodden underfoot^ whose land 
the rivers have spmUd^* This people has 
been scattered in all countries, and their land 
overflowed and spoiled, by floods of saracens 
and turks, the most barbarous of the gentiles ; 
vhose anointed tim of treading down Jerur* 
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Mleffiy appears now to have been very nearljji 
fulfilled. Chosen in Abraham, to be " God^s. 
alectj* — ^ a peculiar people^ formed for bim^ 
s^lfj^* witnesses for Ged^ to all ages of man- 
kind, and the depositaries, (for the main part 
faithful ones) of the treasures of divine rever 
lation and of the common hope of salvation ; 
they enjoyed the distinguished honor,, for 
many centuries, of Gk>d^ immediate and vi^^ 
ble residence amongst them, in the tabernacle, 
and the temple of Solomon* Yet all this evi- 
dence notwithstanding, *^ they gave no cre-^ 
dence to bis wordj^ and their infidelity and 
fi-equent lapses into the fashionable idolatries, 
drew upon them the just anger of God, at^d 
at length, the terrible scourge of the babylo- 
nian captivity. Here, at leisure they reflect- 
ed upon their folly, and the jusdce of their 
punishment; and were cured, even in the 
midst of ^^ the land of graven images ^^ of 
tjiw former pronetiess to idolatry. Yet they 
seem soon after their return, to have fallen 
into an infidelity of another species ; the sadi 
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ducean philosophy,* the pharisaical coofii* 
deace in legal justification, the false measures 
of righteousness taught hj the Essenes^ and 
the latitudinarian principles of the Herodians. 
This occasioned that indisposition to the humi* 
Hating and self-denying truths of the gospel, 
which our Lord had to encounter on all side% 
and which before their destruction came oo, 
seems to have ripened into absolute atheiam; 

To this spkit of opposition against the fiill* 
est evidence and the clearest light, the prophet 
alludes, in his mournful prophecy of the rejeo* 
tion of the Messia& ^^ Who bath believed our 
report ? — and to whom bath tbe arm of tic 
Lord been revealed V^ (Isaiah liii.) How few 
will be the sincere converts, made by the mi- 
raculous operation of the finger of God, at the 
time of his coming. For this consummation 
of their wickedness, they were at length cut 
off from the hope of their fathers, and swepi; 
away from their native seats with the besom 
of destruction j and being few in number, 

^ Even the high priest was a aadducect Acts ▼. 17« 
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were ^ s^ied ammg^ nations with the new 
of vanity ^^ Yet evea m this discoosolate 
Gonditianf which hath continued now up- 
wards of lyeo yearsi the promises to tbt 
tkction of grace^ the remnant ef Israel^ for 
their preservation in the midst of destruction^ 
and their reconciliation and restoration in the 
latter days^ remain fixed on the immoveable 
foundation of the divine mercy, and trutliu 
** For I am %i>itb tbee^ saitb the Lord^ to save 
tbee : though I make a Jull end of all nations 
whither I have scatterd tbee^ yet will I not 

MAKE A FULL END OF THEE. (Jer, XXX, II.) 

If the ordinances of the heavens depart from 
before me^ saitb the Lordy then the seed of Is^ 
rael also shall cease from being a nation before 
me for ever; and then will I also cast g^ all 
the seed of Israel^ for all tbat THEr safe 
DONEf saitb the Lord^ (Jer. xxxi. jfi^ Tlie 
same promise is held out to them by Ezekiel. 
" Ttt will I have a remnant ^ tbat ye may 
have some tbat shall escape the sword^ among 
the nations^ when ye shall be scattered through 
the countries. And tbey tbat shall escape of 
you^ sbaU remember me among the nations 
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whit be r they shall be cavried captivt^. Jimi 
they shall loath themselves for the evils ithieb 
they have committed in all their abomination^ 
and they shall (then) know that I am tbt 
iLordy and that I have not said in p-ain that 
I would do this evil unto themi^ (Ezek. vL 8<) 

It is the great fallacy wherewith the sev 
ducer so commonly succeeds in deceiving 
sinners, to the hardening of their heans, and 
strengthening themselves in their iniquity; 
the persuasion that God is so gracious^ th« 
the threatenings he has denounced again&t 
sin, will never bic put in real execution. Ld: 
them here receive correction of that fatal nus^ 
stake, both from God's own mouth, that he 
certainly will do it j and also by this special 
reference to awful experience, that he actu- 
ally has done it, even to " Israel his chosen/* 
And that this is the case equally, in his etet^ 
nal wrathy impending upon the beads of iik 

dividual sinners, as wdll as in hb iemparal 
judgments y threatened against offending na- 
tions, (which are only capable of punishment 
in this world;) will as certainly, but naore 



73 

dreadfully be cscpericQCOd hy the p^evering 
evil doer. " Jnd they fball know that I am 
the Lord^ and that I have not said in tfai^ that 
I would do this evil ^nto tbem^^ 

It 19 uiid«oiably clears that tUs remarkable* 
prophecy of Eilkigl relates to events of the 

latter days^ — and $o the end of the indignation; 
and that it has not yet been fulfilled^ as the 
advocates of literal propheoy pretend,* For 
the Jews have not yet, at any period, so re^ 
member ed God^ by a strong and national repent^ 
Qfice and coni>ersion^ nor seen their guilt and 
infidelity in the proper light, nor justified God 
in all that.he hath laid upon them, ae they will 

one day fully and freely do. It was a pecii- 
Uarity in their punishment that *^ their bonds 

should be made strong^^ and their eastkig off 
should endure "/(?r many daysl^ and they 
sKould ^* see no more of the Son of Davids tmtiJ 
the times qf refreshing shall come from the pre" 
senceof the hordl' (Adts iil 19.) and with 
new hearts and altered dispositionsf they shaU[ 

* S^ Leviticus xxti, 40, &c. 

f Jer. luud. 31, 9c<^ Heb.Tui. la 

I' 
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say, ^^ blessed is be that cometb in the name t^ 
the Lordr 

Yet, fmean while, they are kept under the 
peculiar care of that eye of God that has ^^ bis 
secret ones^^* ever in sight : and defended 
by that hand of Providence which over-ruies 
all the contingencies of this world. In the 
midst of slaughters and confiscations, persecu- 
tions for their reli^on, and the hatred of all 
nations, their own peculiar institutionsi have 
been kept up ; and even their nationality has 
survived the force of time, that changes «I1 
things, and has resisted the revolutions of the 
world, which have efiaced even the very me- 
mory of most of the nations which triumphed 
in their distress. The Jews are at this day a 
peculiar people, and a distinct nation^ in the 
midst of all nations, and exhibit a miraculous 
proof of the power of God and the truth of 
prophecy* " When thou passest through the 
watersy^ — ^peoples and nations of the world— 
" / will be with thee^ and through the rivers. 

i 

* Fsaltn kxxiii* 3* 
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ihty shall nat overfio'W thee^ — that thoU, 
shouldest not be lost aad undistinguished from 
them, as hath happened to most conquered 
and even conquering nations.-^" When thou 
loalkest through the jire (of affliction) thou , 
shalt not be burnt^ neither shall the flame kindle 
upon thee^^* (to thine utter destruction.) " Be^ 
hold the eyes of the Lord are upm the sinful 
kingdom^ and I will destroy it from off the 
face of the earthy saving that J will not ur- 
TtRLT DSSTRor the house of yACOB^ saith the 
Lord. For lo ! I will command y and I will 
siji the bouse of Israel among all nationsy like 
as corn is sifted in a sievCy yet shall not the 
least grain fall upon the earths Amos ix. 8. 
^ Therefore thus saith the Lordy the Lord Gody 
although I have cast them far off among the 
heathen y and although I have scattered them 
among the countries y yet will I be to them as a 
little sanctuary in the countries where they shall 
come.^^ (Ezek. xi. i6;) 

With all due allowance for the figurative 
Hile of the prophetic writers, it is not to he 

* Isa. xliii. 2. 
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denied, that some of the propKecks ifiMto ke 
understood m the literal sense ^ the ^erdi. 
And such are many of those, which speak of 
the ifetum of the peojple of Israel, (as many 
of them as shall escape the sword ;) and their 
re-setdement in the Holy Land, in circum^ 
stances of great prosperity and glory. Mo^ 
ses, upwards of three thousand years ago^ 
foretold both theu: rejection and resiaratiom 
^ When tbtm art in tribulation^ and all these 
things ARE COME UPON rnsE^ even in tbi 
LATTER DArs^ if thou tum to the Lord tbjf 
Cody and shalt he obedient unto his voice^ 
(for the Lord thy God is a merciful God^) be 
wilt not forsake thee^ neither destroy thee^ mt 
forget the covenant of thy fathers^ which he 
sware unto them/* (Deut. iv. 30.*) The 
tinU here pointed out is, ** the latter dayt \^ 
which is on all hands allowed to mean th« 
times of the gospel dispensation. Bbt the 
jews have not, in christian limes, «ver ap09«- 

* See the whole of thit chapter, and Deut. xzviii.— •Letit* 
xxtL dS.-^l8a2ah xm. Si-^Isaiah Uvi Id.— Jer. ¥. l^ 11. 
Jer. is. 16.— Ezek. xxii, 15t— £zek« xxxit. 13.— Zech^ 
Hi 
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tatized from the God of their fathers, wh«^ 
Wise than by" their unbelief in Jesus Christ, 
whom he sent to them first, ^^unt/ tbey r^^ 
ceived bitn not.^^ Their tumittg to the ImA 
their God, then, is their convendott to Christy 
the captain of the Lord^s host* the angel of 
the coveffontyf and the God v?ho manifedljed 
himself to Israel in the tabernacle, and the 
temple.^ 

When the malicious jeWs cruelly^ teviled 
the bfessed Jesus in the prophetic words of 
David, ^ he trusted in God that he would dt'^ 

Ui)er hifHj ^r.*' (Psalm xxii. 7, 8. and Matt* 
Sutvii. 43*) they thought not tiiat they were 

^ Joshua V, Id. 

"f Numbers xx. 16. — I«uah Ixiii. 9.— Malaclii ill. t. 

% This fa not only the opimon of some of tlie fiitherii bttt 
of maoy eninent divines. Our Saviour strongly oonfinns 
ft» by tpply^g to himselfy as the same tSvim Being who ap- 
peared in the burning hush, the incoitimunicable name ** / >f m.'* 
And St. Paul's doctrine, 1 Cor. x. 4*. is strongly to the same 
{nirpoie.— He also calk Christ the unckangeahU Bdng-j^thi 
AMitf to true believers under both covenants. (Heb ziii. 8^) 
And Christ calls himself the " alpha and wnegd^ thejirst and the 
&//.*'— Rev, i. 8, lY,— Rev. xxii. 13-— Isaiah xliv. 6— 
Ilaiah xlfiii^ lS.«-See Uora's CommenUry on Psahn xaiv. f * 
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fulfilling the prophecies in the most strict and 
literal sense : and when they cried out ^ bh 
blood be on us^ and on our childrenl^ they 
little knew how prophetically true their own 
words would prove. For the guilt of that sa- 
cred blood hath hung heavy on their heads, 
and pursued them from age to age, with 
such an accumulation of miseries as never 
any other people experienced* 

The prophecy of Rosea (iii. 4.) is a very 
drciunstantial detail of the strange and very 
peculiar situation of this wonderful nation, as 
they have been exhibited to the world ia 
every age, since Christ to the present time* 
" l^be children of Israel shall abide many 
days, without a king^-^^and without a prince^ 
— and without a sacrifice^ — and without am 
imagCy^ (or more properly, as it is rendered 
in the margin, a standing or establishment ;) 
— •" and without an ephod^ — and without a 
teraphim. Afterwards shall the children of 

Israel return^ and seek the Lord their God^ 
and DAriD their king^ and shall fear the 
Lord and his goodness^ in the latter 
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DArs.^^ To this last captivity of his peo- 
ple by the remans, and its desolating effect, 
which for its long duration he calls ^^perpet^ 
ual Jesolations^^ the prophetic psalmist alludes 
in the seventy fourth Psalm.—** God^ why 
bast tbott cast us off for ever f-^wby dotb 
tbine anger smoke against tbe sbeep of tby 
pasture f Remember tby congregation^ wbicb 
thou bast purcbased of old. We see not our 
signsy* — the tokens of the divine favor for- 
merly vouchsafed us.- — ^^ There is no ; more 
any propbety neither is there among us any 
that knoweth HOfr long^^"^ This circum- 
stance distinguishes this latter from the se- 
venty years captivity, tbe end of which was 
accurately foreknown, from a literal prophe- 
cy, of Jeremiah, (xxix. la) But in this 
captivity, the condition of this people is most 
unfortunate, and melancholy in the extreme. 
They are not only forsaken of their peculiar 
glory the spirit of prophecy y but are even be- 
reaved of common apprehension, when they 
apply their minds to the interpretation of the 
prophecies already delivered; in which their 

♦ The roman captivity, or indignation, is to continue. 
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ewB unreasonable unbelief» and present con-. 
didMi, in consequence of it, are so very &^ 
qiiendy, fully, and demrly reveaWd ; that he 
du^t runs may rdad, and understand. (Heh. ii. 
2%) Iliese scriptures c^ the prophets never- 
theless, are constantly read in the daily ser* 
^ce of their synagogues, and have been so 
ever since the time of our Saviour, at which 
period they were in common use, and were 
not unfirequendy expounded to them by 
himself, with the appropriate conclu^oOt 
^ This day is this scripture fMlfilUd in ytmr 
tars^ (Luke iv. ii.) But their undeistandr 
ings are overclouded by a spirit of fanaticiia 
and mysticism, and they have been untfl ^a 
day, still addicted with a Uind devotio% to 
the same groundless traditions and $ensel«M[ 
rabbinical fables, which misled their £tth«r% 
that ^* tbey kntw not the day of tb^ir visitOm, 
tim*^ St. Paul, (as it appears, not without 
reason,] strongly warned the converted jews 
and early christians in general, to beware of 
tbis frequent source of heresy and apostacy ^ 
and let the church of Rome look to it, hc^w 
she hath taken the good counsel* 
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This state of invincible prejudice against 
Christianity, in which the jews have so perti*- 
naciously continued, is wonderfully set before 
their eyes by then: own prophets, in a variety 
of very striking similitudes ; which have been 
pointed out to them by Our Lord and his apos- 
tles, and many able writers in this controversy, 
but still without efie£k. The time for the 
opening of the blind eyes, it seems, is not yet 
arrived. ** The Lord batb poured out upon 
you tbi SPIRIT OF deep slrep^ and bath closed 
jour eyes^^ says Isaiah, " tbe propbets * and 
your rulers^ tbe seers ^ batb be coverjed. And 
the vision of all is become unto you as tbe "Oiords 
(fa book tbat is sealed j wbicb men deliver to 
tme tbat is learned^ saying read tbis I pray tbee; 
€md be saitb^ /cannot^ for it is sealed. And tbe 
book is delivered to bim tbat is not learned j saj^ 
ing^ read tbis I pray tbee; and be saitb I am 
not learned j^ (ba. xix. i o.) Thus the learned 
amongst the jews reject the christian exposi- 
tions of prophecy through prejudice^ which is 
judicially confirmed ai^d strtogthened, till it be^* 

* It appetn from 1 Cor« xiv. 5* that ezpouoden» or preacb- 
en, wire called prapkeu, in alarge teste. 

M 
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comes a spiritual bRndnesst while the unieaiti>t 
ed will hearken to no reason, through as bfind 
a dependance upon others, whom they acGoniK 
better judges than themselves. 

it is evident that this is equally and ejucdy 
the case also with the church of Rome, but in 
a still more censurable manner ; in as much as 
our Saviour and his apostles have unitq|liy 
pressed upon all christians a diligent searcbi^ 
tfthe scriptures y and declared that no -depend* 
ance is to be placed upon any pretended inial- 
Uble guide which should at times say, ^ Lat 
here is Christy or lo ! tbere^^ Yet the 8cr!j[i- 
tures have been with^^held from the peo(^ 

because they were not allowed to be compib* 
tent judges of what the church had previoiuilf 

determined to be christian trutli, and itiHf 
might be in dinget of falling into heresy ; or 
tadier, ** lest they should see ivith fttit tfet^ 
and bear with their ears^ and be converted^* 
from the dangerous errors of popery. ^Wher^ 
fore the iMrd said^ forasmuch M ibis fie^pk 
draw near me with their mouthy and with their 
!. lips do honour mc^ but have removed, their bea^i 



far from jw, and their fear toward me is taught 
by the PRECEPT OF MEN^^'-^j tradidpn^ and 
legends preferred before $£iGred scripture, both 
in the practice and by the doctrine of the Jew- 
ish and romish churches,-—" therefore^ behold^ 
I will proceed to do a marvellous work and a 
njoonder: for the wisdom of their wisemen shall 
perish^ and the understanding of their prudent 
men shall be hid^^^ 

At the time when our Saviour appeared, 
the predisposing causes of unbelief in the 
Jewish people, arising from philosophy falsely 
so calledy and other motives of a corrupt na<* 
tare, had been a long time in operation. So 
diat in this state of spiritual torpor which the 
|irophet has described, the preaching of our 
Lord, and his apostles after him had but little 
effect upon them j and when they could nei- 
ther confute nor gainsay his arguments, they 
derided him.\ From this ^iric of slumber 

* Inrnb xkix* 14 ; S Con W. % 9, 4. 

f In imiutioa of thii unsuccessful example, it has been a 

laboured point with modcra infidels, to set up riduule as the 

tut of trulbf and to substitute scoring and blasphemy in the 

place of argument. 

M 2 
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they have not yet awaked, but have adhaW 
with undiminished bigotry to the gross errors 
of their fathers^ and adopted all their antipathy 
to the faith of Christ. 

God Almighty, reasoning with sinners after 
the manner of men,* thus stings the unfeeling 
minds of these blind guides with severe sar- 
casm, as our Saviour also, in hh conferences 
with them, was wont to do, — " Bring forth 
the blind people^ that have cycs^ and the deaf^ 
that have ears^^ (Isaiah xliii. 8.) " Hcar^y^ 
dcaf^ and look^ ye blind ^ that ye may see. Wbq 
is blindj but my servant? — Or deaf^ as the mur • 
senger that I sent ? Who is (so) blind^ as ha 
that is perfect j^ and blind as the Lord^s str^ 
vant? Seeing many things^ but thou observcst 
7iot ; opening the ears^ but he hearetb not^ 
(Isaiah xlii. iS.J) Yet even this blindness^ 

* '* Come now and ht us reason tQgsthcr$ saith the LorH* 
(Isaiah i. 18.) 

f Perfect, by their own false measure of holiness, to which 
the same prophet alludes. (Isaiah Ixv. 5, — Acts xxvi. 5. 

X For further allusions to the spiritual blindnets of Isradf 
see Isaiah vi. 9f 10; viii. 14, 15t— Jeremiah ▼• 21.-— Ptafan 

Ixix. 22, 23. — Romans xi. 7, 8.— Matthew xiii. 14w— Johk^ 

* 

xii* 40.— Acts xzTiii, 26. 
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1?hich hzih proved hitherto an unconquerably 
obstruction to their conversion, is one day to 
be T^movedt and the veil which is upon their 
hearts is to be taken ofE 

* 

Isaiah is deservedly called the christian or 
evangelical prophet^ because he treats in so 
large a proportion of his prophecy, of Christ 
and his kingdom; and relates with singular 
]per^icuity and clearness, although in figura- 
tive language, the principal occurrences of 
christian times, or the last days. , Speaking, 
in chapter xliu i6, &c. of the great revolu- 
tionary Commotions, by which the af&ighted 
world is to be shaken, previously to the re- 
storation of Israel, and thereby in the event 
of things, a way opened for their return, he 
](^roi:ee(iB thus, — ^Then " / will bring the 
iUND by a way that tbey knew notj^-"^ 
(fefth in Jesus Christ.) — ^^ I will lead them 
in paths ^^ — (of peace and comfort, that for 
many ages) — ^^ they have not known. / 
wiU make darkness Hght before them^ and 
crooked things straight^ these things will I do 
vnto them, and nqt forsake, them.'' 
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The deplorable conditioQ of thie jews In 
their romaa captivity or modem state, is it^ 
self a great and standing nuracle. .They havA 
been exhibited to the eyes of all men, in all 
countries and in every age, as witnesses for 
God ; against atheism and all infidcUty on 
the one hand, and against polytheism and 
idolatrous corruptions of revealed religion (Hi 
the other. How strong an evidence . their 
present state affords to the truth of propheey^ 
has been in a good measure shewn ; from the 
variety of j^gures and similitudes, and almost 
clear historical narration, which the prophdH 
have employed, to give a full and adequate 
idea of so wonderful an occurrence. Aq4 
this blaze of prophetic light, far from losing 
any of its power by length of time, will still 
brighten more and more^ (as St. Peter olv 
serves,*) unto the perfect day of its meridiai^ 
splendour, when it shall enlighten even the 
blind jews themselves* 

We have already seen them represented, 
under the figure of men entranced in a superi-. 

• 2 Peter i. 19. 
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natural sleep t— -as deprived of the commcm 
pawers of distingubhing aright the objects 
presented to them by sight and bearing ; 
which faculties in a certain degree, nevcrtho* 
less, sdll remain. Thus persons in a stupor 
of die intellectual powers, fix the eye upon 
one object, and yet see nothing at all of ic» 
The fescinating power of prejudice, is finel;f 
represented by the next image of the prison 
house, which I shall select firom the same pro^ 
phet. For it is equally a bondage^ whether 
the shackles of superstition be imposed Upon 
the mind by external tyranny, or whether 
die chains of voluntary blindness have been 
of our own fabrication* •' They sbali ^e 
gathered together^ as prisoners are gathered 
in the pit^ and shall be shut up in the. prison / 
ami after many days shall they be visited^ 
Then the Moon shall be confounded^ and the 
sun asbamedyj when the Lord of hosts shall 

* The iHufion is made to the wretched condition of cap« 
tiTeSf who, for great e r teciirityt are retained in a dungeon vndeT'* 
grounJt or pit* See Jer. xxxviii. 13. 

f These figiuati?e expressions seem to imply the superior 
tleaniess of all Religious truth, and the bright practice af hoh'- 
ness and virtuei which will be the principal diaracteristics of 
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reign in mount Zio/iy and in Jerusalehi^ ^ 
before bis ancients gioriousfy.^' (Isa. xxiv* a^;) 
In a great many of the prophecies, no sooner 
is their punishment pronounced, thati the 
promise of their restoration follows close up- 
on it. We have here in epitome the HuSg'^ 
nation^ or their inclosure in the prison, whcve 
they must remain many days of years and 
centuries ; and tbeir visitation^ or the spiritual 
reign of Christ in the hearts and affections of 
his ANCIENTS, resettled in Jerusalem^ and 
honored as the mother church : or source of 
divine revelation x-^-^^for out of Siofi ^ballgo 

forth the laWy and the word of the 

from yerusalem^ (Mjcah iv. 2.) 



the tniUenniUQi. The Moon represents tlie Mosaic economy % 
which flhon^ by a %ht reflected from Christ, hut paitiiUf 
emitted through the doudy veil of typical ordioaaoM. T%e 
Sun is the more perfect system of tie gospel^ the brighter splcn* 
dour of whose direct beams have still been obscured and dark* 
ened by spots on its disk» which in these happj times shall bci 
all destroyed. See Isa. Ix. If), 20. — Rev. xxi, 23* The 
same emblems are made use of in Rer. xii. to represent the 
primitive and pure christian church, under tho figure of a wo • 
man cloatbed *tvitb the sun 9 and having the moon under bcr/edp 
and on her head a crovm of twelve stars* 
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*' To open the blind etes^ to bring out the 
f'RJSONEits from the prison^ and them that sit 
in darkness out of the prison-bouse^^ (Fsaialx 
xlii. 7.) was a special part of the commission 
granted to the Messias. And for the effectual 
performance of this part of his mission, it is 
declared to him by the Father which sent 
him, ^^ I will preserve thee^ and give thee for 
a covenant of the people^ (or gentiles,) to estab^ 
lisb the rarthy^ — (by a general conversion of 
all nations,)— " /7»^ to cause to inherit the 
^ISOLATE HEaiTAGEs^^ — (by • the re-settkment 
of converted Israel,) — " that thou mayest say 
to the PRISONERS^ CO FORTHy to thctu that are 

in DARKNESSj SHEW TOUKSEZFES^^ (Isa. xUx. 8.) 

To them that are now in a state of political 
degradation and obscurity, as well as of spiri- 
tual darkness, Christ will one day say, " ^4ct 
once more a conspicuous and glorious part ^ and 

take the first rank among the nations of the 
earthr^^ 

We find the callmg of the gentiles by the 
*ipostIes being sent out to the heathen nations, 

* Sec S^h. viii. 23. 
N 
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to preach to them also the gospel of salvidoo, 
is foretold by Isaiah,* in terms very similar to 
the above; but not by such a variety of images, 
nor those so pointed or so strong. The case 
of God's rejected and judicially blinded people, 
is one which hath nothing parallel to it ; and 
that the above prophecy applies to that alone 
is undeniably clear, from the circumstances in 
it peculiar to them, and from the general ana« 
logy of prophecy. Christ was indeed at his 
first coming, a light to lighten the gentiles^ but 
his beconung the glory of his people Israel is 
reserved to a future period. For, on the di- 
rect contrary, at that time he was esteemed a 
reproach^ and treated as an impostor 2^ he 
was a stone of stumbling and a rock of offence 
to both houses of Israel; and with respect to 
the Jewish nation, it is declared, that the light 
shined in darkness^ and the darkness compre^ 
hended it not. But in the last days he will be- 
come, in a much larger sense of the word, the 
light of the world J by the general conversion 
of all nations ; and to his own regenerated:): 

* Isaiah ix, 2. f Isaiah liil. 3. 

X Jer. xxxi. 33, 34. £ec also Isaiah xlix* 6> where these 
two distinct objects are united in dke commission. 
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people Israel, he will arise a " sun of righteous^ 
nessy with healing under hh wings.^* This 
prophecy therefore is still unaccomplished, and 
with a great many more, is entirely inconsist- 
ent with the scheme of literal prophecy ^ and 
necessarily must be referred to a very late, if 
not a still remote period of the christian dis- 
pensation. 

In Zechariah ix. 1 1. " the blood of the New 
Testament^ which the enraged jews blindly 
imprecated as a curse upon their own heads, is 
mercifully applied to their salvation ; but evi- 
dently at a period of time very remote from 
that fatal hour when it was made to them a 
curse and not a blessing. " As for thee alsoy 
by the blood of tht covenant I have sent 
fprth THT PRISONERS out of the pity wherein 
is no waterj^^f " Turn ye to the strong holdy 

♦ Matthew xxvi. 28 ; Luke xxii. 20. 

\ Water it the common prophetic emblem of sptrituai grace^ 
(John tH. 38» 39^-lsaiah xii. ".) The contrast is very strik- 
ing between this sad state of abandonment and that happy 
time when, ** with joy they shall draw tuater out of the wells of 
tALrdrioay (Isaiah xii. 5.) It is also with a marked pro- 
priety and emphasis that the jews, in this condition^ are called 

N 2 
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jte PRISONERS of HOPE. Evcti to^ay do I de- 
clare that I will render double unto tbee^^—^ 
double goody and a happiness and prosperity 
unchangeable any more, upon their repentance, 
for all the evils that they have endured in their 
rejection and state of unbelief 2 " For the Lord 
hearetb the poor^ and despisetb not bis prison-- 
ERS.'^ (Ps. Ixix. ^;^.) The Lord " executetb 
judgment for tbe oppressed^ be givetb food to 
tbe hungry : tbe Lord loosetb the prisoners. 
Tbe Lord ope net b the eyes of the blind ^ tbe 
Lord lovetb tbe righteous. The Lord shall 
reign for ever^ even thy God^ Zion^ unto all 
generations.^^ (Ps. cxlvi. 7.) " Thou shall 
arise and have mercy upon Ziouj for tbe time 
to favour ber^ yea tbe set time is come. So 
the heathen shall fear the name of the Lord^ 
and all tbe kings of tbe earth thy glory. When 
tbe Lord shall build up Zion^ be shall appear 

IN HIS GLORT.** (Ps. cii. I 3.) 

the prisoners of Cbrht ; as it is for their treason againit iiar 
ling that they are bcarcerated in that dungeon, which he 
that '' balh the key of David openetbf and no man thutteth ; and 
he shutteth and no man openeth*^* (Rev* iii* 7*) But they are 
TitisoNERs OF BOPSf because their conversion to Christ, ihi 
strong hold, is as infallibly certain, at its seasonj as their rqjec^ 
tion in time past hat been msfufeit. 
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SECTION IV. 



The prophecies of the Messiah evaded by the 
Jews since Christ. — T'be prophecies of the 
INDIGNATION Upon that people y and their 
modern state^ are incapable of evasion.— 
Ezckiefs prophecy of the dry bones. — Its 
application to modern Israel confirmed by 
other prophecies. 



TjaE modem jew§, notwithstanding thcit 
blindness to ^^ the true lights which lightetb 
every man that cometh into the worldl^ *' Jt^ 
sus Christy the same yesterday^ to day^ and 
jFor everl^ and the sun of their system as well 

♦ Heb. xill. 8 . By *^ yesterday t* the apostle seems to allude 
to tlie Mosaic economy, which had then ceased, the end of the 
"tvorld^ or age frecod'wg^ being fixed to that fullness of time ;— 
and by •• to day** the cliristian di&pensatiDij, or ** last times* 
Sec Heb. iv, 7, 8, 0. 
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as ours ; are not destitute of arguments, and 
fearning misapplied, in defence of their unbe- 
lief. The chief plea they have to ailedge is, 
that for the great wickedness of their nation 
at the time when the Messiah should hare 
come, God has with*held that great blessing 
and honor from them; and punished them 
with his deserved indignation. But that the 
promises of God cannot entirely fail, and that 
the coming of the Messiah is still to be ex-* 
fcctcdy in all the majesty of the prophetic de- 
scripdons. Weak as this argument is, fh)m 
the reproach which it casts upon God, 
(^" witb whom is no variableness^ nor shadow 
of turning^') that the certamty of his most 

express promises is not to be depended upon ; 
it is contradicted by many circumstances in 
the prophecies themselves, which are not of 
the nature of general promises, loose and un- 
determinate, but precisely fixed,* by a great 

* The Messiah was to come before the sceptre departed from 
Judah* Gen* xlix. 10. Before the sacrifice should cease from the 
altar. Dan. ix. 24, &c. Before the Sons of David all (ex- 
cept Christ,) should cease to sit upon fns throne. Jer. xxxiiL 17. 
Within seventy prophetic weeks, that is, four hundred and nhuiy 
years after the building of the second temple, Dan, ix. 24. 
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many particulars, in which, as the apostle ai:^ 
gues, " // is impossible fyr God to //V,"t or to 
fail, in what he has in such a Qianner bound 
himself to perform. 

Seijsible of this dilemma to which theii: 
denial of Christ has reduced them, the mor 
dera jews entrench themselves in a new con- 

And that God would cause the glory of that much inferior houa 
to surpass the glory of the fonnery and would ffve fejcs in that 
place. Haggai iL 3, 7f 9* — ^Which has not been fulfilled except 
Christ was that PBACEf and the true Shekinah, and King of 
glory; since he claimed it as bk home. Matt* xxi. IS* Isa. Ivi. 
7* Leslie^ vol. i. p. 45. 

f Hab. ii. 2. God declares the nature of his uneonMonel 
promises.-—** Write the vision^ and make it plain upon tahUsf that 
be may run that readetb it. For the vision is yet for AN appoint- 
SD TIM By but at the end it shall speab, and hot lie,— iV will not 
tarry J' With this St. Paul agrees,— Thus i. 2. *« In hope of 
eternal Bftf which God that cannot lie^ promised before the world 
began; but bath in due TiMES manifested bis word»*^ See Num« 
bers xxiii. 19. The redemption of the world was as much an 
act of God's mere grace, and independent of any thing that 
men or devils can do to interrupt it» as the creation itself was. 
The malice of the devil and wickedness of the jews, only exe* 
cuted what the forcinonvledge and counsel of God had determined^ 
both as to the timet and certainty of the event, — In that tense 
only the blessed J csus said, ** this is your hour ^^and the Power 
of darbmst*^ 
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itruction or interpretation of the prophecies 
of the coming of Messiah ; but by such la- 
boured and futile criticisms, as frequently to 
deprive them of any rational sense at all. 
And even in this vain subterfuge they are 
confuted, by the contradictory testimony of 
their ancient tommentators^ who have given the 
same easy and natural exposition of those pro- 
phecieSy that the christians themselves do; as 
appears both from their own Talmud, and the 
writings of the christian fathers. The univer* 
sal e:^peGtation the whole world was in, of the 
birth of some great personage, about the 
time that Christ appeared; is an evidence 
what the sense of the Jewish nation was, (at 
that time,) of the prophecies in question. 
This strong and prevailing idea, is taken no- 
tice of by two of the most eminent roman 
historians,* and Virgil f in his fourth Ec- 

* Tacitus Hist.L y. c. IS.— -Suetonius in Vespasiano, c% 4i>. 
See Leslie's noethod with the Jews, vol. i. p. -i'T.— Prideaux^-t 
Connec. v. 3. b. iz»— TiUotson's Serxnons, ▼. u 

f The prophet Haggai, ii. 7. calls the Messiah *^the desin 
of all nations f** and says, that he '' shall shake heaven and earih^^ 
wfefch St Paijl (Heb. %iu 25,) interprets in the sense of 
fsaiab, (Ixr. 17.) by the ** creation of anew heaven and tu9tf 
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iogue affords pr6bf of the general coinciddScc 
of the notions then entertained of Messiah's 

earth ^^ or the spiritual nr«» creation and netu creature. (2 Cor. 
V. 17—2 Pet. iti. IS.) The poet Vir^I, a little lefore the 
coming of Christ* describes this' new Uate of things^ and the 
birth of the wondrous ChUefhj whom it was to be introduced, 
from the Sibylline Oracles ; but in language so closely copicif 
from the scripture prophecies, as evidently betrays from whence 
had been gleaned all that thtre was of truth in those famous 

heathen prophecies. 

Ultima cumzi venit jam carminis setas : 
Magnus ab integro saeclorum nascitur ordo. 
Jam redit vixgo, redeunt satumia regna ; 
Jam nova progenies coclo demittitur alto* 
Tu MODO NAscBNTi puERO, quo ferrca priraum 
desinet> ac toto surget gens aurea mundo. 

ViRG. Eel. i\\ 
The Isst great age foretold by sacred rhymes, &c. 

Drydbk, 
——But a doee verbal translation is necessary » to shew the ana- 
logy with the scripture prophets in these verses, 

** The last tunes of the Cumscan Sibyl are now at hand. A 
great order of ages is to date its commencement from hence» 
and a new race is ta be sent down from heaven above. The 
iron age* at thy birth, Child^ shall be no more> but a golden 
age prevail through the whole worli.'^ 

The ultima eaaSf or last tnnest and the happiness of the world, 
in the reign of Messias, are described by the prophets in a 
Tsriety of figurative images, which Virgil closely imitates. He 
calls this child Ciara Beam soholes^ magntm Joiws iacrementum; 
ihtr Inaiuh is. Sp and nyt he shall banish sia bom the earth, 

O 
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" Kngdom, (even amongst the gentiles,) with 
the prophetic writings. The greek translation 
of the septuagint had, long before Christ, ren- 
dered the prophecies accessible to the leamed;f 

^Te duee^ it qua manent teeleris vestlgui nostril &c. after Isaudi 
liit. and Daniel ix. 24* Magnus ah integro sieelorum naschur 
ordot 18 found in many of the prophecici, as to the main sense 
of it, Iiaiah xlii. 9> 10 ; xliii. 18, 19, Sec. — 

-— — nee magnos metuent armenta Icones : 

Occidet et serpens, et fallax herba veneni 

occidet* 
i& a close imitation of Isaiah Ixv. 17, 25, — " The wolf and the 
lamb shall feed together, and the lion shall eat straw like the ox, 
and dust shall be the serpent's meat. They shall not hurt nor 
destroy in all my holy mountain " (Isaiah ii. 4, xxxii. 15, 
XXXV. 1, xli. 17» 18, 19, &c« says that in those happy times, 
men " shall beat their swords Into plowshares ^ and their shears iato 
pruning'hooks ;" that ** the desert shall rejoice and blossom as the 
rose^* and " streams burst out in the parched wildernasJ*^ The 
poet, OP his authority, the sibyl, even exceeds this ;-— 

Molli pauUatim flavescet campus arista, 

Incultisque rubens pendebit sentibus uva : 

£t durae quercus sudabunt roscida mella. 

.1 omnis feret omnia tellus.' 

Non rastros patietur humus, non vinea falcem.' 

f The greek translation of the Old Testament, called the 
Septuagint, (from the tradition that seventy two interpreters 
were employed in it, at the command of Ptolemy Philadelphus, 
king of Egypt, about three hundred years before our Saviour's 
time,) was for tht first four hundred years afterwards lei J in 
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and the dispersion of the ten tribes had, in 
many places, made the prominent points of 
the Jewish religion, and particularly their anxii' 



high esteem amongst the jews ^ and readia their synagogue in pre« 
ferenc9 to the hebrew ; as the greek tongue was then a sort 
of universal hmguage, and the hebrew but little cultivated and 
understood. But after our Saviour's time, when the septua* 
gint was in equal esteem with tin chnstians, and made use of ly 
them against the jews, it was rejected by them, and another 
translation, more accommodating to their changed ideas of the 
prophecies of Messias, was substituted forit. The jews are 
reused of haying corrupted the chronology of the present 
hebrew copies, during the second and third centuries after 
Chttst, when it was almost wholly in their own hands. And 
Dr Kennicot and others therefore esteem the chronology of the 
leptuagiat the better authority ; and he says that some hebrew 
copies with the chronologry of the septuagint, were still extant 
till the time of Eusebius. The septuagint makes 1500 years 
more than the present hebrew, between the creation and A- 
braham, and this was done (as supposed) by the jews, ** to 
shorten the age of the world from 5500 to 3760, at the time 
of Jesus Christ, by waj of proof that he could not be the Mes- 
siah, it being an ancient tradition that he was to come in the 
sixth chiliad, founded upon a mystical interpretation of the six 
days of creation, as figurative of the duration of the world for 
6000 years, to be followed by a sabbath or rest for the people of 
(;od, (Heb. iv. 9,) of 1000 years, (Rev. xx. 2.) To this nO- 
lion St Peter is thought to allude, (2 Pet. iii. 8, and Psalmi 
KC, i.) •See Prideaus's Connect.— Owen's Enquiry. 

O 2 
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ous expectation of the Messiah y generally and 
well knowiiy in most countries where they so- 
joumed. 

But what puts beyond all doubt the opin- 
ion which the ancient jews held on this sub- 
ject, was the answer given to the proposed 
enqidry by the Jewish Sanhedrim, a little 
before the comiqg of our Saviour; within 
what period of time the Messiah was to be 
expected, and what was to be the place of his 
birth ? And they decided, that within fifty 
years he must necessarily appear, and be born 
at Bethlehem. Daniel, in his prophecy of 
the seventy weeks ^ has so decisively fixed the 
time, that the opinion of the Sanhedrim found- 
ed on that authority, and verified by fact, is 
an undeniable proof of the correct sense which 
the jewsy at that timCy had of these prophe- 
cies ; although they rejected Jesus for the 
apparent meanness of his appearance, and that 
poverty of spirit which he inculcated ; but 
which they neither relished, nor understood. 
Since it has b(*come necessary for them to 
recede from the ancient sense of the propbe^^ 
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ciesj Daniel) for his contumacy and stubborn 
punctuality, incapable of any sophistication, 
has been degraded from bis rank amongst the 
prophets^ and is classed by the latter jews 
amongst the Hagiographa, or holy writings 

9 

of infericMT authority. This is a wonderful 
proof of the force of prejudice in religious 
controversy, which in other cases, as well a:s 
in this of the jews, has been found to grow 
£rom bad to worse, and from a wilful Hind^ 
ness to become z, judicial incapacity. 

With how great a minuteness of circum- 
stantiality, all the prophecies of the Messiah 
were fulfilled in Jesus Christ, is generally 
known amongst us. And I proceed now it^ 
continuadon, to shew how very particularly 
those also have been made good, which relate 
to the dispersion of Israel^ and their casting 
off for their unbelief.* 

* 

We have contemplated the modem state of 
the jews, as it has been portrayed by the figa»» 
ratiye pencil of the prophets, in a variety of 

^ Romani xi. 20. 
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emblematical representations : as men deaf 
and bllnd^ and groping in darkness at noon 
day, sitting in a deep sleeps and in a loathsome 
dungeon^ cut off irova food and drink ^ and emar 
ciated with spiritual fanune^ while the mean- 
est servants in God's house have enough. 
But they are exhibited under hieroglyphics of 
a still more singular nature^ as men buried 
alive in the earthy and yet still retaining a 
faint and scarcely perceptible exercise of the 
powers of life. ^' Thou shalt be brought 
down J and shalt speak out of the ground^ and 
thy speech shall be low out of the dusty and 
thy voice shall he as one that hath a familiar 
spirit y out of the ground^ and thy speech shall 
^whisper out of the dust. (Isa. xxix. 4.) No 
words can give us a more expressive idea of 
their present state. They still continue to 
^eaky although politically as well as spiritu- 
ally in a deathlike stat^^ but not without 
hope. They make use of the same ever- 
living word of God, (the Old Testament,) 
that we do ; but alas ! with how different au 
effect. To us, the glory of Christ shines in 
^very page, bu^ to them i^ is all darkness^ 
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iuid a dead letter ; or like th6 pillar ofjiri 
and a cloudy in the passage of their ancestors 
through the sea : " // was a cloud and dark^ 
ness to the Egyptians ^ but it gave light by 
night to these ; so that the one came not near 
the other all the night.^^ (Exodus xiv. ao.) 
The jews find in the prophecies only a Jic^ 
titious Messiabj and they continue to utter 
those *' words "which burn within us^^ as a 
Toice whispering out of the ground^ and mut- 
tering senseless interpretations in unintelligible 
sounds.* For very much of that nature are 
the absurd glosses^ and traditional illustrations, 
which their Rabbi's have given, upon those 
prophecies which prove that Jesus is the 
Christy in their vain endeavour to evade that 
undeniable inference from them. 

• The Tdcal sounds of the prophetic scriptures as they hjtvc 
been handled too artificially (2 Cor. iv. 2|) by the Jewish com- 
mentators, are like the sweet and melodious tones of a fine in* 
strument in the hands of one unskillful to play it. The 
music murdered that comes out, is not like the soothing sounds 

of the Eolian lyre, but as the rasping of wood or filing of iron. 
Ij'ghtfoot, Leslie, Whitby, and others, have given us speci- 
mens of the Talraudical fables, which mar vie with the lepfei^dt 
of popery. 



But the boldness of even this striking eitt- 
blem of modern yudaism^ is still exceeded by 
another more bold and extraordinary, in Eze- 
kiel, (Chap, xxxvii.) The holy prophet, in 
a vision, is introduced into a valley filled with 
human bones, exhibiting marks of their hav- 
ing continued there a long time, by the dry 
condition in which they appeared. The ques- 
tion is then put to him, if it be possible for 
these bones ever to receive a capability of the 
powers of life any more ? The prophet wise- 
ly refers to the infinite knowledge and power 
of God himself for the answer. In order 
then to carry on thb fine hieroglyphic to ita 
completion, and that it may answer the wise 
and prophetic purpose intended by it, Ezekiel 
is commanded to prophecy to these bones ^ and 

♦ In imitation of this prophecy to the dry bones ^ the papifets 
have a multitude of childish Irgends, fabricated by xJkit pious 
fraud of lying monks, for the edification of their church, in the 
stead of Ics^iuns of holy^ scripture; which were, at least in those 
tlmesy sptead very thin and sparingly before them. But these 
copies have neither the spirit of this crtg'mal picture t nor its pro- 
phctical import. Such imitations are the legends of St An- 
thony preaching to thc^hes, St Francis to the Inrds, one saint 
to the hogsy and another to the asses, and St Bede even to the 
4tcnrj ; and all with miraculous and converting effect ! Jcre- 
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sny unto them, " O, ye dry bones, hear the 
word of the Lord, Thus saith the Lord God 
Unto these bones ; Behold I will cause breath 
to enter into you, and ye shall live. And I 
will lay sinews upon you, and will bring up 
flesh upon you, and cover you with skin, an4 

miah (Lam* iv.) gives a description of the fallen state of Is- 
rael veJy similar to this. The punishment of the daughter of 
Jerusalem is more seTerc, he says, than that of Sodom, whith 
was overthrown in a moment) but Israel's ha coniinued destmc^ 
ison* Her religious profcssore, formerly glorious before God 
in the ieautj of hoTiness^ are now as deeply sunk in spiritual de- 
gradation. ** Their visage is blacker than a coal, they are not 
known in the strcetsof Jerusalem,"— in the church or spiritual 
city of God|-^*^ their skin deaveth to their bones \ it is 
withered, it is become like a atick^" — they resemble a dead 
body and not a living one* That this all relates to the last, or 
Roman captivity of I)3ra(^l, is manifest from the concluding part 
of the chapter, wherein he ascribes this infliction of punish- 
ment to thoetr guilt for *' the blood of the just«" (ver. IS,) and 
says, ** the breath of our nostrils, the anointed of the Lord, 
was taken in their pits," (ver. 20,) He alludes (ver, 15) to 
their r^ecting of the apostles ^ter Christ, and (ver. 19) to the 
puraiut of the Roman eagles after them ; and, finally, he says 
that this is tlie last captivity, and the full accomfluhment of their 
iniquity; and that hereafter the cvp of vengeance shall be put 
into the hand of the daughter of Edam, or Rome, whbse drunken* 
ness m Mood and ipiritua! nakedness, by the discovtry of her sins, 
it predicted agreeably to Rer. xvii. 6, 16« and other prophecies* 

P 



pvA breath in yoti, and ye shall live, and y^ 
shall know that I am die Lord. So I prophe-^ 
sied as I was commanded } and as I prophet 
sied there was a great notse, imd behold a 
shaking; and the bones came together, bone 
to his bonei And when I beheld, lo! the 
sinews and the flesh came up upon them, and 
the sldn covered them above : but there was 
no breath in them* Thetx said he unto tat 
fnrophesy unto the wind, prophesy, son of 
man, and say to the iinnd, thus saith the Lord 
God, come from the four winds, O breathy 
and breathe upon these slain that they may 
live. So I prophesied, and the breath cam^ 
into them, and they lived and stood up upon 
theu: feet, ah exceeding great army/' 

The explanatioti of diis vision is g^ven im^^ 
mediately afterwards, to this eflfect : that the 
people of Israel should one day be reduced to 
so low and hopeless a condition^ and that also 
6f so long a continuance^ that they shall be re- 
duced to the utmost despair, when lo ! on thd 
sudden, a complete and unexpected restoration 
Ihali be veuchsafed to them by Ptovideaee^ 
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fifid be ibat scattered Jsr^cl^ will aha gatb» 
him* ^' Behold ! they eay, our bones are dried, 
and our hope is lost,^ we are cut off for our 
parts.'' Thus they ¥rill sooaer give up the 
frutb of propbccy and the infaUibiHty of the 
power and faithfulness of God, and even the 
oatb wbicb ht swar^ to their father Abraham^ 
tfian they will yield to Jesus Christ, Yet even 
fiom this condition of utter de^ir, and al« 
roost absolute death, life and scdvation springs 
tip to them, and they shall become holiness to 
fbe Ljurd. ^Therefore, prophesy, and say 
unto them, thus saith the Lord God, behold, 
O my p^ple, I will open your 6ravm, 
and cause you to come up out of your graves, 
andbingyou into the land of Israel. 

* The jevs 90 expeci the coming of Messiah, notwit^jistand- 
ing thej are reduced to a state of aUnost absolute despair of 
any such eventi by the failure of all their calculations of the 
tmep and the frequent Jebfsion of tbemhyfabe Christs; and es« 
peciaHy by the avgument against thenii that sdl the prophetic 
marks hy which he was to he inown^ are become extinct^ and 
are gone by.* They have therefore pronounced a heavy ana^ 
thema against any who shall make any more calculations upon 
that subject. 
t Lukt i, 73* 
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And then shall ye know that I have spoken it, 
and performed it, saith the Lord ;' — your infi- 
delity shall be changed into wonder and faith, 
and your despair into gratitude and repent- 
ance of your past disobedience. 

I have quoted this very singular prophecy 
at large, because I think it affords decisive 
evidence, tha.t the long looked for conversion of 
tbejews^ will not be brought about, as some 
have maintained, by ^ slow ^d gradual melt« 
ing away of the ice of their frozen infidelity, 
before the rays of the gospel sun ; but by a 
simultaneous and sudden impression^ made up- 
on that wl^ole people ; God (of his mercy,) 
removing the veil from their hearts. They, 
have resisted both the light and heat of the 
sun of righteousness^ shining in hs meridian 
splendour, during the preaching and miracles 
of Christ and his aposdes, and in the very age. 
of conversion. No difficulties have starded 
them, nor any arguments roused them from 
their deep sleep ; but length of time hath had 
the ill effect upon them nationally, which it 
SO commonly has upon sinners in general in-. 
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dividually ; they have only become morejixtd 
In the error of their ways, and the harder to 
be converted. They have^ with the same 
obstinacy as at the first,^ repelled all the evi-« 
dences which Christianity has to offer them ; 
by ^t fulfilment of the prophecies^ both of the 
Jewish and christian scriptures; by the success 
of the gospel ; by the persecutions it should 
overcome, and the state of true religion in 
every age ; and lastly, by the long abandon^ 
ment of their own nation^ the disappointment 
of their vain hope, and the perpetual miracle 
of thdr preservation unto this day. 

There certainly seems to be some signal 
purpose of God intended to be answered, by 
1^18 perpetuating the preservation of the jews, 
for 1 700 years, as a distinct nation; and deU- 
vering so many wonderful prophecies concern* 
ipg them, during their state of abandonment ; 
and particularly at the time when it draws 
towards its termination ; which purpose can 
scarcely be answered by an obscure and unnoti-- 
ced disappearance of that people : their conyjr- 

♦ Acts x5ii. xl\-it 
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sion will uiidoubtedly be the immediate act ot* 
God» and will draw as muc^ attention to it 
from the world, as thdr dispersion did For 
the ten tribes were not so preserved, but were 
90on losi, and blended with the nations where 
they were scattered. The prophecies speak 
of a great and sudden augmentation of glory 
to God, from the fact of the conversion, and 
restoration of Israel to tb^ir oix^n land; which 
latter part of God's fuUy and repeatedly dc^ 
(lared purpose^ can scarcely he made good, if 
the Jewish nation shall have been impercqpti^ 
biy absorbed, and lost amongst the chrigtiansi, 
St Paul perfectly coincides vnth the ide^ gene^ 
ral amongst the prophets, that it is a M ystbry, 
which shall not be cleared up until the fullness 
(f the gentiks is cotJU in^ and thin all Israel 
shall be saved ; — ^and that as the unhappy 
(osting away of them proved the reconcilia- 
tion of the gentile world, the receiving of them 
again will be as great and unexpected a joy, as 
life suddenly restored to the dead. (Rom. xi.) 

It seems to be intimated in the prophecies,, 
that God will take them by the hand, as in the 

\ : \ ' . » W ■ ■ ■ • 



Ill 

tiays (f their coming out of Egypt f" and mafc^ 
bare the arm of his pdwer, by judgments 
upon their enemies and oppressors, Operating 
in favour of their emancipatioh ; in which cif-» 
cumstance especially the resemblance will pro- 
bably consist, between the^rj/ or ancient J?^- 
odus^ out of the real Egypt, and the secoitS^ 
out of the mystical Egypt, ot captivity by the 
Romans. For it is clear, from many prophe- 
cies which I shall have occasion to consider in 
another place, that the representatives of the an- 
dent Roman empire, perpetuated in a changed 
form^ ar^ still considered in prophecy as the 
captors -and destroyers of Israel^ and are spoken 
of as such, under the prophetic attributes ap* 
proptiate to the power of ancient Rome, as 
being terrible^ arid strong as iron. *' The 
raultitddeof the terrible! ones shall be- 
come as chaff, that passeth away : yea it shall 
be at an instant suddenly. Thou shalt be 

VISITED OF THE LORD OF HoSTS, with 

thunder, and with earthquake, and great noise j 
with storm and tempest, and the flame of de* 

Vouring fire." (Isa, xxix, 5.)t " When he 

• l9atali X. 24$ xi. II4 f Psalm xxxt. 5, 6. 
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fehall liave scattered the people that delight in 
war, then shall the princes f come out of 
Egypt4" (Psalm Ixviii* 30,) These are the 
common prophetic indications of political re- 
volutions. The prophet proceeds to speak of 
the opposition that shall be raised up against 
the mighty purpose of god, for the eman- 
cipation of his people, and in a fine figiure 
shews the vanity of the attempt* 

in this prophecy of Ezekiel to the dry bones^ 
i conceive it was intended by way of comfort 
to the jeWs^ at that time depressed by the Ba- 
bylonian captivity; to assure them of the great 
and miraculous mercies that God had in reserve 
for his people, bis electa even in the lowest 
state of despondency to which any people 
could be reduced ; by a re-settlement in thrir 
own land, which should be exempt from rois- 

\ The converted jews 9 called kings and priests unto Gody ia 
tommon with other saints in the millenlumy (Rev. i« 5%) and 
called the kings of the east^ (Rev. jtvi. 12.) See their joyfiil 
returD» (Isa. xxxv. 10. — 11. 9*) 

X The mystical name of Rome, that great city, or ecdet^ 
astical hierarchy and confederacy against Christy ** which spiiit- 
Ually is called Sodom — and -•Egypt.** (Rev, xi, S.) 
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foTtunc or affliction any more. And farther, 
I also suppose it was intended hereby to tore- 
tell, to the generation which shall be alive^ 
\lrheii the time of its accomplishment is at hand, 
the manner and circumstances with which this 
visitation^ or great and glorious day of the 
Lord shall ojpen upon them. That their 
blinded eyes shall be opened, and their 16rig 
closed ears be unstopped, and their graves, iti 
which for many centuries they have been ly- 
ing polifically dead and buried, shall be thrown 
open, and they shall come forth regenerated 
and re-animated by grace, and strengthetied 
by the co-operation of favourable contingen- 
cies, or providential interposition, to the suc- 
eeMful vindication of their religious and civil 
tights, and the recovery of the land of their 
inheritance; In such circumstances, this pro-* 
phecy iriSi have a great influence upon thsit 
awaked people^ for the confirmation of their 
faith, that the call at that time sent to them is 
ho dtdudon, but the voice of God " speaking 
cbinfbrtaUy to Jerusalem, and crying to her 
that her lArarfare is accomplished, that her in- 
iqiuty 18 pardoned r for she hath received of 



the Lord's hand double for all her sins." (Isa: 
xl. 2.) ^^ Awake, awake, stand up, O Jeru- 
salem, which hast drunk at tlie hand of the 
Lord the cup of his fury ; thou hast drunken 
the dregs of the cup of trembling, and wrung 
them out; Therefore hear now this, thou af- 
flicted and drunken, but not with wine. Thus 
ssdth thy Lord, the Lord, and thy God, that 
pleadeth the cause of his people^ Behold ! I 
have taken out of thine hand the cup of trem- 
bling, even the dregs of the cup of my fury^ 
thou shalt NO more drink it aoain» 
But I will put it into the hand of them that 
ftjfflict thee ; which have said to thy soul, hovt 
down that we may go over : and thou hast 
laid thy body as the ground, and as the street 
to them that went over.'* (Isa. IL 1 75 2 1 , &c) 
^ — ^The jews will then be convinced that God 
is true to his word, that Jesus is tbcir Lord^ 
and Jehovah y and the mystical David^ that 
king which " they would not have to reign 
over them;^ all which is implied in the words 
of Ezeldd's prophecy, " And ye shall know 
THAT t AM THE LoRD, when I have opened 
your graves, O my people, and brought you 
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^p out of your graves, and shall put my spirit 

in you, and ye shall Uve, and I shall place you 

\n YOUR OWN LAND : then shall ye know 

that I* the Lord have spoken itj^ jjnd perfbrm-t 

^ it, saith the Lord.** 

Whatever fact shall turn out to be the verifi- 
cation of this promise, as no event has ever 
yet been in any degree commensurable to it, 
doubtless it will be a token such as all the world 
may see^ and acknowledge ; as to the calami- 
tics the people of Israel have endured, all na- 
tions and all generations have been witnesses. 
It will be an evidence to the truth of divine 
revelation, of such a nature as infidelity has 
often called fbr, and can have no objection to, 
offfer a^nst it, if any tiling can by sceptics b? 
allowed to be unobjectionable. 

^ There is a marked application of the name of Jehovah in 
both Isaiah's and Ezekiel's prophecies to Christ* as i^^ is the 
4i&ff mediator that pkadelh the cause of bis people^ and the God 
ofthftr theocracy t the angel of the covenanit the thecJAna of the 
tabenucle and templc» and the king of Israel. (Isa. xliii, 15 $ 
Zecb* ix* 9.) The shame aud compunction of the repentant 
jeifs, (after their eyes are opened^) for having denied him 
ikie claims, is the subject of many prophecies. 
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A prophet perhap8| shall be sent to speak 
to.the jews, at that time exceedingly dejected, 
and as it were i^ad^ with respect to the hope 
of redemption, having no longer any othtf 
idea than this ; " our bones art dried^ and our 
hope is lost ! we are cut off for our parts T-^ 
He speaks to them in the name of the Lord, 
of the very numerous and strong promises 
that they never shall be forsaken^ and of the 
oath by which he has bound himself that be 
will not fail David, And he reminds them, 
that as it is impossible for God to deceive^ or 
be himself deceived^ so also the time for the 
performance of his word is at hand, or it 
must be given up for ever, — Those whom 
the lethargy of spiritual and deathlike slum- 
ber hath benumbed, are not easily awaked. 
The unhappy jews, moreover, have been so 
often deluded to their augmented ruin, by 
false ChristSy and prophets of deceitful peace^ 
that we may suppose them, at this time, more 
wise and cautious, in examining the creden- 
tials of such a messenger, and comparing the 
reasonableness and consistency of his doc- 
trine, with all that the prophets have spoken. 
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S'erhaps the customary and ancient ^propbctic 
^okcnsy upon an occasion so worthy of demon^ 
^tratlon of the spirit and power ^ may be added 
to the commission of such a Mediator. For 
^t read of ruB great trumpet to be blown^ 
to assemble the out casts of Israel^ that is, the 
REMNANT, preserved by the special care of 
divine Providence, even to the latter end of 
the last days : and of an ensign to be set 
up, in some remarkable manner, or conspicu- 
ous place, as a point of rendezvous for the 
formation of an exceeding great army. And 
in fine, that the restoration of the jews to po^ 
Utical life and consequence^ shall not be effected 
but with the great astonishment and admira- 
tion of the world ; under the favoring aus- 
pices of the powers truly christian, and to the 
terror of their enemies, even " as in the days 
ofold^^ (Micah vii. 15, 16, 17.) 

But to restrict conjecture to the lowest 
pitch of common probability. We may sup- 
pose the jews as capable of hearing and judg- . 
ing of any reasonable -proposition, as other. 
people are, when God, of his returning grace. 
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shall have removed the veil from their heart ^^ 
and opened their eyes, by dissipating tbejudi-^ 
eial blindness inflicted upon them in his ven-. 
geance, and of which the undeniable influence 
hath been in every age, notorious to all man- 
kind except themselves. They will then be 
more competent to detemune the points in 
controversy, upon a cool and candid revision 
of the question with their christian opponents^ 
They will of themselves see the prophecies 
which have been alledged against them, with 
new eyes, and hearts open to the admission 
of truth ; and be feelingly convinced of the 
lame shifts their learned and ingenious Rabbits 
have been put to, in a vain but obstinate en- 
deavour to obviate the force of them, and 
maintain their position, that Jesus was not 
the Christ. In this state of suspence and be-? 
ginning compunction of heart, the messengers 
of Christ will be heard with such attention^ as 
the jews were never willing, or perhaps able, 
to yield to them before : and this point gain- 
ed, their restoration will then be attended with 
no more or greater diflBculties, than the vulgar 
revolutions and transpositions of crowns, which 
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in this age of wonders, almost tvety coiAitlg 
year presents ns with. 

In whatever manner the application bf stkch 
an apostle be made to the people of the jews^ 
in such altered circumstances^ and such a statd 
of mind as I have supposed, (and which n^ 
tessarily must be the case, whenever their su* 
pernatural prejudke ^vft^ way;) it will have a 
great and sudden gfiect. If he addresses them 
bjr a personal ministKy^ and shews them their 
present forlorn condition sb clearly represeAt-* 
cd in their own prophets as it is, together 
With the causes to which they have attributed 
their sufferings, how can they any longer fe- 
fuse to admit the truth of his premises ? Or 
if by epistles^ in the manner of the apostles 

• The effect of the Epistki sent to the christian charcheSf 
in aid of the personal ministry of the apostles, must have been 
yerj great, and such a method of exciting the expectation and 
itteation of the jews at the critical time may be equally 
•o. The prophet Isaiah, xviii, 2, seems to allude to some- 
thing of this sort, upon that occasioii o{ blowing the trumpet to 

Israel ; •* sending embassadors by the sea, even in vessels of 

» 

bulmshes upon the waters, saying, go ye swift messengers,'* 
lie. These 4w'^t messengers Bishop Lowth| in a aote^ thixJu 
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of Jerasy ht reasons the case with them more 
at large ; how can they deny the prudence of 
the exhortation he will give them, to re-con^ 
sider the matter in soltrtm conference together, 
with unanimous and earnest supplication to the 
God of their fathers, for his peculiar illuthina- 
tion and grace in so serious a conjuncture ? 

The happy effect of such a well-timed ap- 
plication cannot be doubted, even if we sup- 
pose the gift of miracles^ or other prophetic 
tokens of a divine inspiration and commission 

may mean not any embatsadon specially appointed^ but jthe onf- 
nary conveyers ofnenvu But it seems more probable that letters f 
or circular an J general epistles to the jews ^ are meant there; since 
no other messenger could be conveyed upon the sea^ thougli 
diey tnigllt be upon the Mik^ m vessels of hulr1e$bes% orpafyrwi* 
But as this was the only material of which paper for writing 
was anciently made, it may be a very sufficient vessel^ or infold* 
ing material^ for the conveyance of news either by sea or land. 
The jews being dispersed in all nations, the communication 
must reach them fy sea, as well as by land. 1 he epithet 
*• swtfif^' is peculiarly applicable to an epistolary messenger ; 
and being sent upon the waters^ (a common figure of people and 
uationsj intimates, m figurative language, their being forward- 
ed from nation to nation. The figurative expression, isrui 
vnp/frr^, winged words, in Homer, is more bold tlian this of 
<• intdligencen conveyed in- vehicles of paper/' in Isaiah. 
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out of the question j provided the circum- 
stances in which the messenger shall be pla« 
ced, be providentially such, as shall vindicate 
his humane and pious attempt from the obvi- 
ous suspicion of interested or ambitious views; 
from which even the meekness and modesty 
of Moses could not exempt him, though arm- 
ed with the majesty of a divine Power. 

^ So I prophesied as I was commanded, 
and as I prophesied, there was a noise/' 
Seasonable and sound reasoning, backed by 
divine grace with a peculiar force of impres- 
BOO, at this time begins to take efiect upon 
their minds, awakening from their long and 
deep sleep. A communication of their alter- 
ing sentiments and new bopes^ spreads with 
the rapidity of lightning, which may give a 
second fulfilment to our Saviour's words, — 
^ so shall also the coming of the Son of man 
be.** (Matt, xxiv.) A noise and bustle, un- 
usual amongst that palsied people, begins to 
uise. ^And behold! a shaking, and the 
!x)nes came together, bone to his bone.*'— 
rhe effect is soon encreased by poetical meet^ 



ings and associations, perhaps permitted by 
the civil governments under which the jews 
live, or if otherwise, yet by divine Providence 
brought about in opposition to their unjust 
restraint For thus at first the faith of Christ 
made its way, and the blood of the martyrs 
^as the ieed of the church. In this state of 
forwardness, the holy cause advances with 
rapid progress, and the dry bones are soon 
covered with sinews^ for the cementing of 
their union, and fleshy or means of support, 
and power of motion. This .figure seems to 
intimate the regular systematic organization 
of corresponding societies, and congregated 
bodies of jews, and the liberal subscription of 
their own wealth and power, and that of all 
the well-wishers to their cause, with the like 
disinterestedness and holy enthusiasm to that 
which distinguished the christian religion, in 
its first efforts for self-preservation. ^ They 
bad all things in common^ and sold houses and 
lands^ and laid down the money at the apostles 
feet^^ " The skin also,*' (says the prophet,} 
^ covered them above, but there was yet ncr 
breath- in th<m/' — ^The jews had -been all 
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iJong a nation^ (and not merely a rcligiotu 
4cct^) distinct and separate from every people 
lunong whom they sojourned ; but scattered^ 
and without any political union or concert,^ 
or any connecting ties except those of reli- 
gion alone, like dry and separated tones. But 
now, by the almighty fiat, bone bad come to 
bis bonCy and there wanted no property of a 
living body, but tbe breath or soul, which as 
in the original creation of man, so here also, 
is the last act of this spiritual creation, and 
the perfecting of the work of God. 

In this wonderful prophecy, there is a 
marked, and (perhaps slowly) progressive ad-- 
vancement^ of the mysterious process of rege- 
neradon, by several steps ; perhaps unobser- 
ved, or deemed of trivial importance at the 
time. Thus often in the course of God*s pro- 
vidential government of the world, mighty 
revolutions are beforehand preparing in se- 
cret, and from small beginnings events of 
the utmost magnitude originate. When all 
things are in a state of suitable arrangement, 
^hen^- suddenly and irresistibly, the great 

R 2 
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change comes. ** Then ssud he unto me, 
prophesy unto the wind, prophesy, son of 
man, and say to the wind, thus saith the 
Lord God, come from the four winds, O 
breath, and breathe upon these slain, that 
they may live/' 

There is a grandeur of imagery and pectfr* 
liar sublimity of stile in this prophecy^ which 
demands and deserves the closest attention to 
the mysterious process, of the regeneration 
and restoration of God's people. Ezeldel 
prophesying to the windy is like Moses, in 
more trying circumstances to his &ith, pnh- 
pbesying to the sea^ or like one greater thaa 
Moses, whose omnipotent voice stilled the 
tempestuous winds and the raging sea in a 
moment, and there was a great calm. (MatL 
viiL 26.) There is a frequent and striking 
allu^on to the Exodus, and miraculous tian- 
sit through the Red Sea, in many of the pro- 
phecies of the restoration of Israel in the last 
days ; from which it seems probable, that in 
some re^ct there will be an analogy between 
the two events. Moses, in the greatest 
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tertamty of counsel, and depressed almost to 
despsdr by the near approach of PharOah*9 
host, and the tumultuary emotions of his own 
people^ in a situation so ill chosen in point of 
military skill, that it afforded neither the means 
of escape ifor the chance of victory, is coni^ 
manded to lift up bis rod upon the sea^ and lo! 
a passage on dry ground through the deep i$ 
opened for Israel. 

Pbsdbly this prophesying to the nvinds^ a 
thSig as much out of nature as crying to the 
deep, ** be thou dry^^^ may import some mira^ 
culous interposition in favour of the jews, just 
in the very crisis of their fate; which, by 
jiving a turn to events beyond all expectation, 
decides the question of their captivity, and the 
Indignation is over past. They obtain a full 
acknowledgment of their civil and political 
rights, or they successfully vindicate their 
chdms by the sword. The powers of re-ani* 
madon, whatever may be the real import of 
it, come upon them from the four quarters of 

• Isaiah rfit. 27, 
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the world, " and they livedo and stood upon 
their feet^ an exceeding great army^^ " I will 
put my spirit in you, and you shall live, and 
I will place you in your own land ; then shall 
ye know that I the Lord (Christ) have spoken 
it, and performed it, saith the Lor8." 

Bishop Atterbury, and some other com- 
mentators remark upon this prophecy of Eze-» 
kiel, that it has been applied by some of the 
ancients to the general resurrection. But I 
think there are no grounds for so far-fetched 
and very mystical an application of a propho- 
cy which is close in point to another factj of 
the utmost national importance to the jews j 
nor any need of such a very figurative reve- 
lation of that doctrine, as it was generally 
believed by the ancient jews, and established 
upon more clear and substantial declarations.^ 
The propl^t himself gives the right applica^ 
tion^ and the reason of the prophecy : — ^be- 
?ause they say, " our bones are dried, and 
our hope is lost, we are cut off for our 
parts ;" — the prophet is therefore sent to as-i 

* Job xix. 25, — Dan. xiii 13, — Matt, xxii, 31, 
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iwre them, tliat as nothing is impossible tt> 
God, so " he that keepeth Israel will neither 
ilumber nor sleep ;'' but will literally replact 
them in their own land\ and by the evident 
rigns of the divine Omnipotence to be exerted 
in their behalf on that occasion, will make a 
•converting impression upon their minds, that 
they shall then know the Lord Jehovah in 
truth, and that he is that Messiah whom 
they had rejected in their unbelief. For if 
follows immediately afterwards. — " So they 
fehall be niy people, and I will be their God, 
and MY SERVANT David* shall bk 
KING OVER THEM, and they shall all have 
ONE SHEPHERD, they shall also walk in my 
judgments, and observe my statutes and do 
them. And they shall dwell in the land 
that I have given unto Jacob my servant, 

WHEREIN YOUR FATHERS HAVE DWELT, 

• Davidy is one of the mystical names given in prophecy to 
Christ the Sen of David^ and of whom David was a type. 
The eternal throne here ascribed to him, shews thnt pd clLf 
fkfNCM can be meant ; and every circumstance in the proplie* 
ey shews equally I think beyonit dispute, that a iiieral resto- 
tatioD to the country of Judca, and that in tie loiter daye^ U 
illio meant. 
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and they shall dwell therein, even they and 
their children, and their childrens children for 
ever, and my servant David shall be 
THEIR PRINCE FOR' EVER. Moreover I 
will make a covenant of peace with them. 
It shall be an everlasting covenant 
with them. And I will place them, and 
multiply them, and will set my sanctu- 
ary in the midst of them for ever- 
more." 

Not finding the former application tenable, 
Atterbury, Ostervald and others, would have 
this prophecy to have been fulfilled already^ 
by the restoration of the jews from the seven* 
ty years captivity; with which it has mani* 
fesdy as litde to do, as with the general 
resurrection. Thus the majesty of the pro- 
phecies is degraded, and the amazing extent 
and precision of the foreknowledge of God, 
is sunk into a comparative insignificance, and 
an apparent inconsistency with matter of fact ! 
The circumstances enumerated in this prophe- 
cy, do not correspond in one single point, vntk 
that first restoration, except that the term re* 
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Hbration may be applied to both facts. For 
the restoration from the Babylonian captivity 
traB in ETERr respect the very reverse of 
this circumstantial description of their return 
in tbe latter dats. They therefore admit, 
that the prophecy has indeed by some beeil 
applied as above, and is capable of such a 
sense, because the prophecies of the scripture 
are so contrived as to comprehend more than 
cne event ^ and often admit of a double accom-» 
plishment% 

But the probability or rather certainty^ 
arisiog from its own internal evidence, that 
this is the only true application of this prophe- 
cjTy b supported by other prophecies which 
coincide with it There are many which de- 
clare in the plainest terms, that the remnant 
qf Israel^ that is, the whole body of that na- 
tion (which shall be remaining, in the period 
of the latter days alluded to, and which is still 
future ;) shall come to a general and peniten- 
tial sense of their own and their fathers sins, 
the one in rejecting, the other in crucifying 
tbe Lord of glory, (i Con ii. 8. — ^JamesiL i.)^ 

3 



The prophet Jeremiah, (L 4.) after dedcrib>* 
ing the destruction of fHystical Babylon^ or the 
hierarchy atod refigious confederacy of the 
anti^christian chtircfa^ which is to take place 
in the latter days^ by tremendous revolutions 
in all the kingdoms into which the roman 
empire was divided; proceeds to relate one 
happy efiect that shall eventually result from 
those dreadful convulsions, which are to bi^ 
the scourge, and at last to inflict the deatha 
woimd of poperyi " In those days, and 
at THAT TIME, saith the Lord, the children 
of Israel shall come^ they and the children of 
Judah together,* goiilg and weepii^g, they 
Aall go and seek the Lord thefr God.** 
That Ouist is Ae Lc*d thrir God, whott 
&ey are now inclined to seek^ and acknow^ 
ledge with tear^ of pemtential sorrow, is plam j 
because from the time of Jieremiah, the j)eiw» 
have never otherwise apostatized ffom the true 
Godj than by their ** refudng to hear thatpro^ 

* The distinetion of the tribes of Israel is thought to be 
how lost) though this is not certaioy and that of Jadah i^ 9o 
doubt, kept in the ancient manner, after which they are ind^ 
tcriminatety cdkd Jews^ 



181 

phet like unto Mosea, whom the Lord their 
God nosed up unto them of their brethren."—* 
Jesus Christ, the Messias of the prophets, the 
lord of glory and the God ofLraeL " They 
AaH ASK THS WAY TO ZiON, with their 
£uxs thitherward. Gome, say they, and let ua 
jaia Qttrselves to the Lord (Christ) in a peiw 
petmd covenant that shall not be forgotten*"-^ 
Thdr faces being turned towards Zion, or the 
churdi and truth of God, let it be found 
wherever it may ; with altered minds, and a 
nnoere desire of instruction in the path-way of 
|i&^ they even ask and gladly accept of religi-- 
cms instruction from without. They hereto^ 
fere deemed the mosaic covenant a perpetual 
mr, and alledged this as one of their arguments 
i^amttthe admission of any other new cove- 
nanty' after that band writing of ordinances 
which, as being now cancelled, ^^ Christ hath 
aafled to his cross.'^ But now their eyes and 
hearts are opened to a more correct view of 
the prophecies, and they long for nothing so 
ardently as to jcnn themselves to their God, in 
]m^^new covenant ^^* which he pipmised he 

* Jcr, xrdt Sl| 93, 

S Z 
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would ^put in their inward parts ^ and write 
upon their heartsJ* 

The prophet then proceeds to give a rtxf 
affecting view of their miserable condition, 
[urevious to this happy change. ^^ My peo|^ 
hath been lost sheep, their shepherds have 
caused them to go astray, they have turned 
them away on the mountains ; they have 
gone from mountain to hill, they have iot^ 

gOttOl THEIR RESTING PLACE." They 

bave wandered in vain from one false hope 
to another, have been the dupes of fdigt 
Qirists in almost every age, and tamely given 
themsdves up for the general direction of 
their faith, to "" blind leaders of the bUmk^' 
Their resting place ^ the temple and akar>of 
God, have been abolished for so many yearsj 
that even the remembrance of th^.m is beoome 
evanescent, and their restor^n utterly hope- 
less. And of the Messiah, the. true rest^ and 
constant hope and expectation of ipeir fathers^ 
they have no longer any distinct idea, or rea^ 
enable expectation ; but have discharged hyn 
from theu: minds altogether, by an anathema 
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upon any future discussions of the time of 
his coming. ^' All that found them have de- 
voured them, and their adversaries said we 
ofiend not," (in any cruelties we inflict upon 
the jews,) ^' for they have sinned against the 
Lord, the habitation of justice, even the Lord, 
the hope of their fathers." (Jer. 1.) TT^t 
it manifestly, against the Messiah or Christ. 

This prophecy of Jeremiah w^is vritten 
not less than 2400 years ago, yet the descrip* 
dcm it gives of the miserable situation of that 
deluded people, b so accurate and just, that 
we have every reason to infer an equal agree- 
ment with fact, in the account it gives of 
their repentance and reconciliation y and the 
tMoe when, and the manner in whi(;h, thei^ 
long oa^^^g^ ^^1 be terminated. 
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SECTION V. vt,. 

l^aeFs repentance and mournings for tbeh 
sin in rejecting the true Messiah. — GoiTs 
mercy vindicated from obloquy in their 
restoration. 
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When we reflect upon the wiadom .«Mi 
power of God, as they are displayed ia )m 
works of grace, we are still more at a Josstti 
give a tolerable accotint of them, than wImq 
we contemi^ate the same attributes^ a» dl^ 
are employed in his works of nature. Most 
wonderful are the £icts that we meet with in 
the spiritual history of the jews. It is a great 
mystery that so untractable and stiff-necked a 
people, should have been chosen^ before all the 
families upon earth, to come near to God him- 
self; and have been made use of, contrary to. 



tXmh intentions^ and didr prgudiced^ to 
^ enlighteners of the world by their vtA 
» dispersions, and thus to mate ^ neces^ 
fpnparation for the light of the gospel CO 
7 in upon the gentiles, whom they hated \ 
Uq they themselves were cast out into outet 
im€i^ and still continiK in unbelief !*--->Iil 
aidst of so many contradictions to probjU> 
ly^iwe are not to be surprised, that so large 
oe&cai of the prophetic page has been oe* 
Aed with the future fortunes of this tem^'« 
B people ; since we iBind the recondUatian ^ 
m tt considered, both by the erangedicai 
jfeOB and the prophets, as the prikidpal 
igp upon which the great events of tkfi 
h^Htlks will turn) and as thie intit>duct$oil 
arloi^ season of hopj^ness to t9ie wotfd, ^ 
iboAi of rest to the serv»its of God. — ^I pft^ 
sd to eke some farther evideiices, that th^ 
Mfedliadcm of the jdws will be attended 
til a literal and actual re-^settlement of tkit 
^ im Palestine ; and will not consist mere-* 
in zJSgurati^e return to the mystical Zicin, 
the true Church, by their conversion to th^ 
th of Christ; . 
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Hie great cmnunstantiality of the pro[ditti 
in describing this second Exodus ^ in wfaiehi ^ 
in the firsts none shall be left behind^ not eves 
tfiose in a condition unfit for long travel ; 
evinces that it shall be accomplished with the 
sympathy and assistance of the christian pow- 
ers, or else, with a succour of such a nature 
£tom above, as shall enable them to set all 
qiposition at defiance. ^^ Behold ! I will 
bring them from the north country, and ga- 
ther them from the coasts of the earth. And 
imih them the blind and the lame, the wo- 
man with child, and her that travaileth with 
child together, a great company shall nftom 
thither.* They shall come with weeping, 
and with supplications will I lead them^ 
I will cause them to walk by the rivers of 
watets.*- (Their being deprived of the wai- 
ters of life ^ in their melancholy captivity, had 
been the distinguishing feature of it, and its 
chief misery and disgrace.) — ^^ In a strait 
way, wherein they shall not stumble : for I 
iun father to Israd, and Ephndm is my firsts 

♦ Isaiah Ixvi, 20, 
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bom. Hear the word of the Lord, O ye 
nadons! and declare it in the isles afar off, 
and say, he that scattered Israel ^11 gather 
luoo, and keep him as a shepherd does his 
flock.*' (Jer, xxxi, 8.) 

The holy prophet here lifts up his voice t* 
^pi9pk yet unborn^ and to the nations far 
rtmote from Judea, that they should attend to 
die will of Crod respecting his elect, and do 
their endeavour to promote the accomplish* 
ment of it, in its season. The remainder of 
this chapter is to the same effect. Verse 1 8, 
die prophet shews the becoming sense of £- 
[diraim for his early infidelities, and his deep 
oODtrition for the sin of his unbelief in the 
hst timei. His confession of the justice of 
God in his punishment, — ^and his humble 
supplication to Christ for grace and power to 
turn to him, whom he now acknowledges 
for the Lord his God. — Verse 20, 21, shews 
God*s relenting remembrance of his former 
favor to Israel, and the returning of his com-^ 

t Poalm Ixxviii, &» 
T 
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passion upon his repentance : — ^his call to lus 
dispersed people, to return to their fcnmier 
cides, adding at the same time a deserved te^ 
proach to them, for their inaircntion to the 
clear prophecies of their Messiah j and parti- 
cularly that most remarkable one, of his mi- 
iipiculous conception and birth of a virgin 
mother;* which instead of being a Mtmg 
evidence for Christianity, has been to die, 
jews a stumbUng block additional to the yfenct 
of the cross. 

The prophet Zechariah speaks in similar 
terms, of the great and general change of 
sentiments, which will one day be expressed, 
in the most public manner, by the wholie na- 
tion of the jews. — ^ I will pour upon the 
house of David, and upon the inhabitants of 
Jerusalem, the spirit of grace and of suppli- 
cations, and they shall look on Me whom 
they have pierced." f He who spake by the 
prophets, the Lord Jehovah, the God of Is- 
rael, is the same whom the jews in the blind- 

* Isaiah vii. 14. f Zecb* xii. 10. 
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oesfe -of rage and unbelief pierced with the 
spedr; bat shall one day look to bim as their 
Sawtnhr^ In the true ^ense of his own words, 
ia another prophet, — ^ Look unto me, and be 
jre saved, all the ends of the earth : for I am 
God, and there is nonje e}de,-**-a just God and 
a Saviour, there is none beside me.*'* Wit^i 
nicfa diflfet>ent ap^prehenisions of that ever-bles8« 
ed person, whom their fathers 8uq)ended upon 
a cross, and transfixed with nails and a spear; 
and whom they themselves have continually 
Crudfied afresh and put to an open shame, the 
repentant jews (continues Zechariah) will bd 

■P Ifldih^Ivr 21, 22. ThatChriA is the speaker iti thk 
miyestu: passage, we are assuied by comparing the verse imme- 
diately following with the paraphrase upon it given u^ by St 
PaiA ^— ** I have sworn by myself the word is gone out of 
my maitA, x^ righteousness, and shall not return, that onto 
M a tivesy kaae iVaU how, every tongue shall swear/' Isdah 
xlv. 25. ^ That at the name of Jesus every knee shall bow, 
of thingra in heaven, and things in earth, and things under the 
cartli^asii diat every tongue should confess that Jesvs Guaisr 
isLoiliy to the glory of God the Father/' l^hiU ii. 10. 
** We duQ all atand before the judgment seat of Christy for 
it ia written, (Isaiah xlv. 23,} as I live, satth the Lord, every 
knee ahaH bow to me, and every tongue shall confess to God.^ 
RdoDu xiv» II5' 
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jpjsnetrated with thb most poignant gdef and 
shame. ^^ And they 8h:all mourn for him, as 
one mourneth for hb only son, and shall be 
in bitterness for him^ as one that is in bitter-^ 
ness for his first-born. In that day shall there 
bea,Gk£AT mournikg in Jerusalem,*'— 
(or the Jewish christianizing church of Israel,) 
--^^^ and the land shall mourn) every fiunily 
apart'' Zech. xiL i o, &cc. 

Ez^el gives us a view of this deep national 
humiliation of the jqwish people in the latter 
days^ in corresponding terms, chap; viL x6^ 
Havmg, in the verse preceding, described the 
dreadfill sufferings brought upon them by 
their unbelief, at the fall of their dty ihA 

temple, he passes immediately, in tlie abrupt 
manner oJF the prophets, to the end of the in^ 

dignatioftj of which he speaks thus : ^ But 
they that escape of them," (the remnant of Is- 
rael,) ^^ shall escape, and shall be on the moun- 
tsdns like doves of the valleys, all of them, 
toouming, every one for his iniqmty; All 
hands shall be feeble, and all knees shall be 
weak as water. They shall also gird them^ 
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l^veft with sackcloth^ and hofror skill cover 
diem, and shame shall be upon all faces, and 
upon all headsi^ 



1 J - _ii 1 j^ »f 



As their sin in rejecting the Lord of Glory 
was a national and public act, so also will their 
ooiiTersion to him, and penitential supplication 
Sof pardon and acceptance, be a national and 
pubfic one ; and the tokens of God's return* 
ing £ivour, and of their salvation by his arm^ 
be strikingly distinguishable to all the world* 
^ In that day, (says Zech. xiii. i*) there shall 
be a firantsdn opened to the house of David, 
and to the inhabitants of Jerusalem, for sin 
and for uncleanness*** ^ Why criest thou for 
thy affliction?'' (says God in his expostulation 
with them by Jeremiah,) ^ thy sorrow is in« 
curable,"— -naturally, it is without remedy,-^ 
* ^ Because thy sins were increased have I 
done these things unto thee. But (now) I will 
restore health unto thee, and will heal thee of 
thy wounds, saith the Lord, because they calK 
ed thee an outcast. This is Zion whom no 

' * <* O Itrad thou bait deltroyed th^elfi but in lUe ii tlif 
ypr HoMxiu ft 
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mm sttdceth after. ^ Jer*. xxk. i $.) ^ > And it 
\lkA\ cotbe to pass, that he that id f ^' ki<2idJi, 
and he that remdneth in Jerusalem ftUiX kit 
called holy, even every one that is written 
UHemg the living in Jerusalem ; when the 
liOrd shall have washed away the filth of die 
daughters of Zion, and shall have purged the 
falbod of Jerusalem from the midst thereof, hy 
the spirit of judgment, and by the sphit of 
burning.** Isa. iv. 3. fiy a return of right 
judgment in spiritual things, and a flandng, 
but not ignorant or uncharitable zea9, in their 
repentance of their late Uindness and disobe^ 
dience. 

Jeremiah thus nodces this general iupfiica^ 
tton and mourning of Israel^ and the oecasion 
of it. ^A voice was heard upon the high 

places, WEEPING AND SUPPLICATIONS of 

the children of Israel : for they have pervert- 
ed their way, and they have forgotten the 
Lord their God." The sin which they here 
bewail with the penitential tears of a true 
conversion, is not idolatry as in ancient times, 
but an apostacy^ and oblivion of Him who 
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had been the God of their fath^s ; the eS&ct 
of a pervened heart. ^^ R^um, ye bicksGd^^' 
ing children^ and I will heal your backslid- 
inga,*' says God, in a strain of most afiectionate 
remembrance of his ancient people ; ^ Behold i 
we come unto thee, for tjiou act theLor;! oup 
God f'*^ is the grateful reply of that etiligbten- 
ed and penitential nation ; and it comes warm 
from the heart, like that dE Nathaniel^ ( Joha 
L 49) ^^ Rabbi ! thou art the Son of God I***-* 
tbou art the King of Israel !'' 

The preceding part of this third chapter 
of Jeremiah is remarkably pertinent to the 
general effict of the restoration of Israel 
l%ere, God's covenanted and sure mercies 
aie repeated ; which he declares shall be one 
day made good to them, as soon as they turn 
to him again. And that he will take one of 
a City J and two of a family;^ that is, the com^ 
paratively slender remnant of that once nu- 



• Jer. ni« 21* Ihc penitential acknowledgments of con- 
mtfd land are contmucdy in the same beautiful strain « to ihc 
CDd of this chapter. 
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oierous people, to replace them in the land of 
thdr £aLthers. And that he will give them at 
that time enlightened teachers, instead of the 
blind guides which had seduced them ; and 
will .eSkct thereby so entire and happy a 
change in their rdigious establishment and 
faith) that even the ari. of the covenant of the 
LorcL^ formerly their distinguishing glory, and 
one of the principal signs of Grod^s presence 
amongst them, shall not be remembered or 
mentioned any more ;* but a more perfect . 
system of religion shall then universally pre- 
vidl, and Jerusalem shall become the centre 
of it, and the mother church to all nations. 
Verse 17, " At that time they shall call Jeni-i 
salem the throne of the Lord* And 
all the nations shall be gathered unto it, to 
the name of the Lord, (Christ) to Jerusaleau 
Neither shall they w^k any mor^ fiter the 
inuigination of their evil heart."' 

Ezekiel is very copious upon the same sub- 
ject. " I will remember my covenant with 

* They will have a better subject of glorjiDg. Ita. xxti. 1 ( 
I Cor. i, 23 ;— ii. 2. 



143 

Ace \i\ the days of thy youth, and I will 
establish unto thee an everlasting covenant 
Then shalt thou remember thy ways, and be 
ashamed, when thou shalt receive thy sisters, 
thine elder and thy younger," — the churches 
of the christian faith long ago established, and 
also those of the converted heathen, which are 
to come in previous to the conversion of the 
jews, and encrease the shame of their apos- 
tacy,— ** and I will give them unto thee for 
daughters, but not by thy covenant,'** 
—not according to the mosaic but the chris»» 
tiaa covenant. 

To mention but one passage more, out of 
the abundance upon this subject, which W6 
meet with in the prophets. In Ezekicl, 
(xxxvi. 23,) God says of Israel, that as they 
have been the occasion (by their shameless 
infidelities in time past, and by their stubborn 
disobedience in the age of the gospel, for 
which no good excuse can be pleaded,) that 
Jiis great name has been profaned : and ai 

♦ Ezekiel xvl, 6]» 
V 
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the casting of them off for so great a length 
of time, has given to bad minds an occasion 
to cast injurious reflections upon his mercy 
and truth, he will in the end, wipe off all 
these calumnies. He will make even this 
despbed people the occasion of as signal glo- 
ry and blessing to his name, in the sight of 
the world, by the signal mercy with which 
he will at that time ^ take them from the 
heathen, and gather them out of all countries^ 
and bring them into their own land. Then 
will I sprinkle clean water upon you,*' — (ad- 
mitting them to christian baptism,) — ^ and yc 
shall be clean. A new heart also will I give 
you, and a new spirit will I put within you, 
and ye shall dwell in the land that I gave to 
your fathers. Then the heSthen diat are left 
round about you, shall know that I the Lord 
build the ruined places, and plant that that 
was desolate : I the Lord have spoken it, and 
I will do it. As the holy flock, as the flodc 
of Jerusalem in her solemn feasts, so shall 
the waste cities be filled with flocks of men, 
and they shall know that I am the Lord." 
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From the collected sense of all these pass-i 
ages laid together, I think it cannot be doubted 
that many of them are to be understood in 
the express and literal sense of the words. 
That the land of Judea, in old time given to 
the people of Israel for an inheritance, in the 
most remarkable manner, and with many 
piodi^es that denoted the power of God to 
be exerted in their favor, will be restored to 
them ia a manner equally distinguishable, by 
die accompaniments of divine mercy and om- 
aipolence ; and so a6 to vindicate the Supreme 
Ruler of the world from every reflection that 
has been cast upon him on their account. — It 
will probably be effected by some great act of 
Providence operating in favor of the jews, 
wA making a happy and strong impression 
upon thrir awakening minds, of the mistaken 
sense of the prophecies^ by which they have 
been prejudiced against Christianity; and at 
the same time drying up the mystical £u« 
phratea, and taking up the stumbling block, — > 

two great obstructions which have so long 
made the return of the jews be looked upon 
as an improbable chimera. The ancient 

U 3 
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kmdage of theit n«ion in . Egypt, the tiine 
which it should continue, and the judgments 
hj which their Exodus and emancipation 
should at length be effected, Were foretold to 
their great ancestor Abraham.* And the case 
is exactly the same in their present captivity 
in the mystical Egypt ; out of Which they will 
again be delivered by judgments upon their 
oppressors. The duration of it seems to be 
also determinately fixed with equal precision; 
yet with so much of the veil of obscurity 
durown over it, as seems indispensably requi^^ 
site to a pirophecy of so important conse^ 
quence, and so very long a curreney« 

The time will again come, perhaps at nd 
great distance, when the tribes of Israel shall 
pve thanks to Christ, " the Lor/i oflMrdsjf 
fbr bis mercy enduretbfor ever. Who of old 
smote Egypt, and brought out Israel from 
among them, with a strong hand and with a 
stretched out arm, for bis mercy enduretbfor 
ii)er. Who gave the land of Judea for zn 

* Gcnens iY« 13« f Psalm cxxxTi««-^KeT« su, 1^ 
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lieritage, even an heritage unto Israel his ser- 
Vant : for his mercy cndurctbfor e%)en Who'* 
'^in modern timesj) " hath remembered us in 
TOur low estate, and hath redeemed us from our 
enemies : for bis m:rcy endurcth for everJ^ 
TThey will then join w^ith tlieir christian bre- 
thren j and learn of them the new song^ of the 
j^sp^U ^^d sing in sweet concord, the song oj 
Moses and the song of the Lamb.^ They will 
celebrate God's mercies in their restoration, 
in those rapturous strains of David, in which 
with the spirit of prophecy, he hath anticipat- 
ed their gratitude on this great occasion. " O 
sing unto the Lord a new song, for he hath 
done marvellous things : his right hand and 
his hdy arm hath gotten him thie victory. 
The Lord hath made known his salvation: 
his righteousness hath he openly shewed in 
the sight of the heathen. He hath remem- 
bered his mercy and his truth toward the 
hbuse of Israel, and all the ends of the 
E AUTH have seen the salvation of our God/* 
(Psalm xcvii. i.) 

♦ RcT. V. 9.— Ii:u. xlii. 10. f R«v. xr. M. 



SECTION VI. 



The second Exodus — or return of Israel from 
their last captivity ^ — in the mystical Egypt ^ 
—iy a divine interposition in their favour, 
--^reat importance of this religious and 
political revolution^^to the perfecting of the 
great plan of human redemption^ 



To them that are of a friendly didposition in 
sincerity to revealed religion^ and have beea 
much conversant in the writings of the pco- 
phets, it will scarcely seem that I have attributed 
a greater share of importance to the wonderful 
facts of the conversion and restoration of the 
people of Israel^ than they truly deserve. The 
prophets in general^ and St. Paul, (wherever, 
in his Epistles the mention of it occurs,) con* 
sider it, next to the incarnation of Christ, and 
the calling of the gentiles in the first instance, 
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18 one of the most distinguished acts of 
Grod's grace and mercy; and a most aston- 
iahiqg proof of the foreknowledge and provi- 
dence, the wisdom and power of the great 
Alpha and Omega, ^ the Author and Finisher 
of our faithy Indeed, it is the winding up 
and perfecting of the great scheme of human 
redemption^ in the hand of Christy agreeably to 
the plan laid down in " the determinate coun^- 
sel and foreknowledge of Gody before the world 
began.^^ And there can be no doubt but it 
will be God^s act^ eminently so called ;* and 
will draw a proportionable degree of attention 
to it ; and the manner and circumstances of 
its accomplishment will be of great import- 
anoe in themselves, and in the result by which 
diey will be followed. It was most justly 

* Isaiah xxTiii. 21* '* For the Lord shall rise up as in 
mount Perazimy he shall be wrotHi as in the valley of Gibe- 
on ; that he may do his work» his strange work ; and bring 
to piM hit ACTy his strange act^'^—^That this does not relate 
to ike iocarnationy seems ptxibabley because it is an act of God*s 
migar ^goMit tie enetma of Israel ; otherwise this reference to a 

r 1 

Similar Tindication of their injuries* has no similitude^ nor pro* 

prietjini€« 

• Joshua, X, 13.— 2 SamvH, ▼. 20. 
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said by Moses, of the^r// Exodus^ that it was 
such an act as the world had never witnessed 
before. " Hath God assayed to go and take 
him a nation from the midst of another 
nation, by signs, and by wonders, and by 
war, and by a mighty hand, and by a stretch- 
ed out arm, and by great terrors, according to 
all that the Lord your God did for you in 

Egypt, before your eyes ? — Happy art thou, 
D Israel ! who is like unto thee, O people sa- 
ycd by the Lord !'* (Deut. iv. 34, — ^xxxiiLi;^) 

That so great a revolution, in the present, 
or in almost any circumstances of the nations 
amongst whom that people are scattered, vrSi 
be effected without opposition^ can hardly be 
expected. There are no rights so strong^ liio 
truths so plain, but resistance (even to the ut- 
termost) will be made against them, by the 
parties interested in opposi^ig their establish- 
ment. Thus the christian religion was disr 
countenanced and persecuted by the ancient 

jews^ against the clearest light; and by the 
pagans^ against reason and justice. And the 
Reformed doctrines in the same manner were 
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pepelled by the apostate cbarcb; which fbi^ 
iqpwards of a thousand years hath trampled 
upoa truth and holiness^ (yet with the high- 
est pretensions to both,) to serve the base 
oads of an interested policy. 

But |br such an expectation we have not 
Qoly rational conjecture, from the similar 
conduct of pervcne men and destitute of the 
truths placed in similar circumstances, but the 
foii^e assurances and authority of holy scrip- 
OiK. The commission to the great conductor 
of dus m^hty enterprize, whom God at the 
appointed time will raise up unto Israel, runs. 
itt these remarkable terms ; in which the con- 
tuuiol i^OMon to the Exodus under Moses^ 
m4 ^ wonder-wwrl^ng rod^ by which God 
empowered him to work the most stupendous 
mirac{es, is strikingly evident, ** Feed thy 
people with thy rod, the flock of thine heri- 
tage. Let tliem feed in Bashan and Gileadi 

A8 IN THE DAYS OF OLD, ACCORDING 
TO THE DAYS OF THY COMING OUT OF 

pOYPT, will I (again) shew unto him mar^ 

X 
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vcllous things."* If the miracles of a sin^-^ 
lar nature, which are here promised to be 
shewn in favor of Israel, do not refer to the 
Exodus in the latter days^ or deliverance pro- 
mised to him over and over again^ out of hie 
present captivity in the mystical Egypt j it will 
be hard to say to what fact resembling that in 
the days of old^ they do allude. The sense I 
understand it in, as apparently the most natu« 
ral and obvious, is this. — ^That God will agam 
put the rod of bis power ^ with which he then 
made Moses a God unto Fbaroabjf a second 
time into the hand of a man ; and by his agen* 
cy, vdll give (in the sight of Israel) such signal 
evidences of his power and presence with his 
repentant people, as shall have a considerable 
analogy with that ancient and celebrated wsrii 
of redemption. 

The great terror of the people, the enemies 

of the jews, and which have bitberto stsccess* 

fully opposed the mighty purpose of God; 

(whose hand lifted up in behalf of that long 

* Micah vii. 14; f Exodus vK. I. 
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fi>rsaken and despised natioa they would not 
believe,) is represented in the verses immedi-^ 
atdy following, and gives considerable con- 
£nnation to my idea of this prophecy. " The 
nations shall see, — and be confounded at all 
their might : they shall lay their hand upoQ 
their mouth, their ears shall be deaf. They 
shall lick the dust like a serpent, they shall 
move out of their holes like worms of the 
earth : they shall be afr^d of the Lord our 
God, and shall fear because of thee. Who is 
t Grod like unto thee, that pardoneth idiqUityy 
and passeth by the transgression of the rem* 
Mont of hb heritage ?'* (Micah vii. i6.)* 

. There is a prophecy in Isaiah, which ha9 
a fpreat analogy with this. Speaking of the 
great consumption, or destruction of the peo- 

* Whoever the opposers of the jews at this time may be, 
their oppoaition will be earned to a very daring height. Their 
Mfmtihmnt and fear ^ (when at kst convinced of a divine inter- 
poaitina, ) is signified by a similitude very expressive, and which 
canix^ have escaped the observation of most people. The bold 
curiosity of the tarth nvorm^ which darts out of his hole when 
the soil is siamd, as if in defiance of the ru£5ian hand that has 
Jlitfnruj>ted his rejK)se \ but on being touchedt glides back again 
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^ of Israel, he concludes the dreadful taie ixk 
tibe accustomed xjoatmet, with an assurance o^ 
ihdt surviving it, by the preservation of their 
Stock and lideagd ^< Therefore thus Sflu(& 
the Lord Cod of hosts, O my people, that 
iweliest in Zion,*' — (the churdh and tovenam 
6f God figuratively so called,)-^^^ be not afedd 
oi the Assyrian ;f he shall smite thee with a 
tod, and shall lift up his staff against (hea 
After the manner o> EGYPT,"--(by 
an attempt forcibly to detain thee in serviki 
subjection^ and by an encrease of his fbrmeif 
severities towards thee, yet fesir not 0*"-^^ ^ 
yet a very little while, and the indignatiiMl 
shall cease, and mine anger iti thdr destnio* 
tion/' When these signs of the times bcigta ta 
af^ear, and there arises an augmented oppcts^ 
non, and a new persecution against the jewi^ 

lo hit retretty with as great a rapidity and trepidatioBk: "'Hit 
dgfemies shall &i ite duii^ (Ps. IxxiL 9») is a phitst cxpreM- 
iteof their tiitireiobJ€Cti#o;— -and the hst wofds» syplying 
this pro ph ecy to God's mercy in parimuMg ** r«s wmmjufT 
^ik hmiagti^ files the mterpretation both as ta ife Hmu^ and 
^farf»e9 coseeroed in it* 

t The Assyrian Sennacherifa, once the enenqr df Isradli ti 
JlgKNlM^f introdiioed here for another tynnt, in bter tiiiKSt 
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1M iAif tkeh conjecture that Gbd^s great atiid 
Iflfldng anger upon his people^ (prophedcaHy 
denominated ^ thb indignation^") ia 
drawing towards its close, and their redemp-* 
tioQ ia near at hand.-^**^ For the Lord of hosta 
ahatt stir up a scourge for him/' (the tyrant 
of that day,) ^ after the slaughter of Midiani 
at the rock OreK* And as his rod was 
tqxm the 8ea,t so shall he lift it up, aftef 
die manner of Egypt "-*^By a persecutiort 
hdsed against them on account of their reR-^ 
gum^ or for their attempting to assert theif 
dml and religious liberty, in obedience to the 
call of God, — ^ And it shall come to pass ia 
that day, that his burden shall be taken away 
from off thy shoulder, and his yoke from oSt 
&y neck, and the yoke shall be destroyed be^ 
cause of Ate anointing/' (Isaiah x. 24.):!: 

• PSMfaB hfidii. 9. 

f Tht JM it an emblem of feoflet and naitoiu andef his t^^^ 
ianeal JMpotiim* (Ref« xiiL 1« — ^viii. 8. — xn, 3—> xtiu 15*) 

% ^MKmtn of ibt OMta/iiif /*— The meaning here* aocorcU 
ing to the present reading of the Hebrew is to Tcrf obscwe^ 
that Bi t ho p Lowth conddert the passage at in want of conee* 
tioo, mni traii4ttet it after the reading of the teptoagint, m^ 
i»» 4tftm t^Mw, fr^m ^ fwr shoMfra uc^ being able» b«. 
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The alludon to Egypt ^ which occurs twice 
over in this prophecy, has no doabt a design 
to direct us to the appropriate application of 
it, when the characters and circumstances al- 
hided to, shall have been brought forward by 
the hand of time, as they have now in a great 
flegreebeen. The spiritual tyrant is to smite the 

say t« to makt any good sense of the present reading ; and. be 
adds, that ^ Archbishop Seeker (like all others) appears td 
hare been at a lost for a probable interpretation," But if dn 
yoke that it here prophesied of, and whidi is fkc tnim fimn 
qS the neck of Israel, be, as I apprehend, tU joke ofmttiMtt 
and the Roman etfilvityt under which the jews still groan, thif 
is the very tyrant which hath usurped the throne of Ckrist, 
•^Ae anmniedofibe Lordi' as he is called, (Jer^-^Lanuir. 20. 
Dan, ix. 24« ** to anomt the most holt.** See Isaiah fau. 1 ; 
Fs. ii« 2 ; Luke iv. 18; Acts x* 38.) and as the lery name 
XPIXTOZ, unctus, or Christ, signifies. The yoke of ami* 
christ is therefore to be destroyed, because of the sme Mngt v 
that the anointed and Holy One of Israel may succeed to his 
usurped throne, and ra^ over Us ancients gloriously* 

Bishop Lowth, indeed, applies this prophecy to Senoacheribt 
with whoa it has probably nothing to do ; being 6£ a far 
more extensive reach^ than to the time, and comparatively trivial 
events of that mighty despot's tyranny* Ihis applicatkm 
^eems to mate rather than fad the difficulty in it that is com* 
plained of. It is not without reason that Isaiah is called *^ thf 
evange^al frofhet /' for he casts the vast range of his pnH 
phetic eye into the most remt^tc darkness of the latitimoh Thr 



159 

mbject people with the rod of his Imperioiis 
mipremacy and the enslaving of the conscience^ 
\sf a second Egyptian bondage; and God is to 
break his yoke^ and vindicate the liberty of 
Tboa own people also after the manner of Egypt ^ 
and by some notable act of power^ as when 
his rod was lifted up by Moses to divide the 
sea, that the people might escap^i but the ty- 
rant meet his destruction. 

^ ■ 

That this, and not any action of Sennach'p 
friby after the manner of Egypt ^ is the true 
of the prophecy, is confirmed by an-.- 



appI*cation of his majestic prophecies. In a Rieral foaj^ to trinal 
cteois dofe tt hand, and to a character biit of a secondary 
BBpgrtiPcip ID the sacred story, who appears there chiefly as 
a type of another tyrant, whose '* little finger was of greater 
wa^iht than the loins" of Sennacherib, is not doing full justice 
to this suUtme prophet. There certainly is a character, with 
wIiQie afflictive and ** perpetua! ttrokcy* (Is. xiv. 6,} upon both 
the Jewish and the christian church, this propheey has a much 
doier correspondence ; whose yoke^ as it is at large described 
in other places, is a truly Egyptian bondage^ and whose end will 
icfemUe that of Pharoah, which Sennacherib's, by the pari. 
cide of his two sons, did not. His rod also is properly upon 
tftc MOt^ or mingled f€ople\ of many nations in one religious 
league. 

f Iter. xvii. 15. + :!^r, jijiv. S?0, e4; Ezck. %xx. 6, 
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etfatir which ccnnddea with it in 'the same. 
8(pQ8e» but which cannot possibly be apfdied 
except to times and events very remote. 
Sppaking of the very latest times of the chria- 
tian dispensation, when a pyre wcurship of 
God and sincere practice of xighteousneas shall 
prevail througtiout the world, the prophet: 
proceeds to relate an event which is to take 
place about that time; which is often the 
meaning of the phrase ^ in that day^^ ^ And 
it shall come to pass in that day, that the Lmd 
diall set his hand again thb sbcokd tiuIh 
to recover tibe rbmn ant of lus peqfde wfaidi 
shall he left, from Assyria, and from Egypb^* 
Assyria and the other names of countxica hcie 
enumerated, as places from whence the nm 
vivors of the jews are to be brought bade infii 
Judea, are ox^j figurative natnes^ which the 
necessary obscurity of prophecy of a very ei>« 
tensive reach (Uke a history written by antici*- 
padon) required to be so concealed. It would 
have had an awkward effect to haye named 

♦ •• Thit part of the chapter containa a pwiplicqf trWcfc 

rf mains yet to be fulfillcd."~LowTH. 



countries by their modern names ^ ages befbre 
any such names existed. But it is certain that 
tlie jews are never spoken of by the term tbc 
remnanty but with a view to the time of tbtir 
ttstorationi when as St Paul and Isaiah agree, 
a renfnafit ^ball be saved: and moreover, it is 
expressly ssud that this is the second time that 
God will work a deliverance and an Exodus 
finr Israel, in the majesty of his powe^r, — for 
he will set bis band to it with energy divine, 
and demonstratively provQ the wondrous act 
Us own* ^ And he shaH set up aji ensign 
for the nations, and shaU assemble th£ out>- 
CASTS of Israel, and gather togejthe^ the dis* 
pcned of Judah, from the four comers of the 
eioth. And the Lord shall utterly destroy 
die tongue of the Egjrptiaa Sea,^ and with^ 
his mighty wmd shall he shake his Hand 
pw ihe riy«r, and shall %xti\\i^ it ia the seven 

* . • * • * ■ 

♦ Kthop Lowth tayt, hene U a plain allution to the patsagt 
rftke. K^^.Sea, which wai lo divided hy * mgbiy wiW.— -But 
the CTOniiitttticf i here men^ned all reUte to Egypt; tht 
Awr Nile, which hadoncieatty aeren ttreami, and the Ishu^d 
tf Delta, which resemhlea a tongue, The mystical Eg^i^t 
{RcT* si. By) I rather apprehend is here metnt, and %he de« 

T 
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^ streama, and make mcfa go over dry shod. 
And there shall be an highway for the rem- 
nant of his people, which shall be left from 
Assyria,- — like as it was to Israel in the day 
that he can^e out of the land of Egypt." 

In the Revelationsf we find the sixth 
flague^ by which God (in a striking analogy 
with the plagues of Egypt) overthrows the 
kingdom of Antichrist, the modem Pharoah, 
is the drying up of the river Euphrates^ to 
admit a passage ^over to the kings of ths east; 
which it seems, without some providential or 
^liraculous interposition in their favor, they 
could not have made good. This event, dF 
whatever nature it be, is soon follow^ by 
important consequences ; and the ruin of the 
spiritual tyrant and his power presently en- 
sues. But in all likelihood neither the real 
Euphrates^ in the latter prophecy, nor the 

lifersmoe of the people of God. out of that long capdvitjt be« 
gun by Rome pagatif and continued by Rome pf^^ But tbt 
meaning of the particular figures, tioief and future events dta 
ilone with certainty exphunt 

t. Rev. X9U 12, 



real Nik^ and Egypt in the former, are aiiy 
otherwise concerned \h these events than as 
figures; u6der which ate couched ideas that 
could not be expressed trader emblems less 
obgeur^f and which seeM, from the frequency 
with which they are made use of upon the 
same occasion, to have a peculiar force and 
propriety in them. For in the fifty-first' 
chapter of the same prophet, there is yet 
again such another allusion to the ancient 
miraculous transit through the sea on dry 
ground^ and applied again to the very same 
purpose^ to express the, re turn of the ransom^ 
ed of yehovab to their own land. God is 
rieiminded of that amazing display of his pow- 
er in £gypt> and at the sea ; and is called to 
arise once again, the second time^ to rescue his 
suppliant people in the very crisis of their 
fiite. — ^ Awake, awake, put on strength, O 
arm of the Lord ; awake, — as in the ancient 
days^ in the generations of old. — Art thou not 
it diat hath cut in pieces Rahab,* (Egypt,) 

* That by Rahab Egypt must be meant, is clear, from the 
context ; as the whole is a continued allusion to God's mighty- 
power displayed upon Pharoah^ or the Dragon^ as he is exj^ts* 
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and wounded the dragon ?»— art thoii liot it 
that hath dried up the seay the waters of ihd 
great deep, that hath made the depths of the 
sea a way for the ransomed to pasi over ?*'— * 
yes, verily ! thou art the samd Almighty and 
ever faithful Protector of them that ** trust in 
the Lord, and lean not to their own under^ 
standing s**f and ^ therefore the redeemed of 
the Lord shall return, and come with smg<« 
ing unto Zion, and everlasting joy shall be 

upon their head : they shall obt^dn gladn^ 



ly Called in £zekiel« (ixix. i^) and laaiali, (xxyiu 1.) and 
n^ ^gypit and upon ihe kiJSidk — And Grbd is called upon, 
in tome g|tieat emergenty of peril to his ^eople^ previoiii to 
their deliverance out of their hut captivity, to remember tlwie 
bis {preat acts, and awake m jectrndHmCf in a like emrgy of f^a^ 
tr drwu* Calb^t's exposition of the word Rahab is to tht^ 
•ame effect. '* The psalmist speaks of another Kaha;b» (be^ 
sides Rahab of Jericho,) Ps. IxzzYii* 4. ' I iHll make meii^ 
tion of Rahab and Babylon &c/-— Ps. Ixxxix. lo. * TI101& 
hast broken Rahab in pieces/ or the Egfftiam* Isaiah (ii« 9^ 
and XXX. 7,) uses the same word Rahab^ tb denbte the dettnic-' 
tion of Pharoah and his army in the Red Sea. The most skill^ 
fill Commentators explain this of Egypt > and particularly of 
the Delta. This part of Egypt is still called Rib or Rif^ i^m 
pear, from its limilitude to the shape of this firuit.'' Calmet*^ 
Dictionary. 
^ ProTerbs iiit 5i 
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fthd joy, ahd torrow and moumittg shall Hu 
4way.*' (I«su. li, 9») 

At the end bf thd siame chapter^ the likd 
Awakening call is addressed to Jerusalem her^ 
9d£f supposed to be in lier desolate situation^ 
and bjring stiU trodden down of the gentilet^ 
and ^ full of the fury of the Lord, the rebuke 
of her God.'' ^^ Awake, awake, stand up, O 
Jerusalem, which hast drunk at the hand 
of the Lord the cup of his fury ; thou hast 
drunken the dregs of the cup of tremblings 
and wrung them outv Therefore hear now 
this, thou ajfflicted and drunken^ but not with 
fmnc^ thus saith thy Lord Jehovah, and thy 
God, that pleadetb the cause of bis people ^^--^ 
their Messiah^-^^^ behold ! I have taken out 
of thine hand the cup of trembling, even thd 
dregs of the cup of my fury, thou sualt no 

ttbRE DRINK IT AGAIN. But I Will pUt it 

into the hand of them that afflict thee.^' I^i 

m 

\L 17, 21. 

That the temnatit of Israel shall depiirt out 
6F the mystical Egypt in a triumphant mail* 

^ Ezek. xzxiz. I9i-^lsaa; llix. 26 ; liciii. 9) 



ner^ and with so high a hand, that there will 
be the greatest personal secuiity to even the 
weak and the lame, none being left behind^ 
wiO be another remtf kable coincidence i^ath 
At ori^nal Exodus iinder Motes: ^Tlie 
Lord hath made bare his hoty arm in the eyes 
of all nations,*' ijays the prophet,* •* and all 

the ends of the earth shall see the salvation of 

* 

odr God. For ye shall not go out with haste, 
ttdr go by flight ; for the Lord will go before 
you, and the God of I^ael will be your rear- 
ward"— The same prophet adds, as anb&er 
circumstance of their triumpb;\ that they 
^ shall possess their enemies in the land of 
the Lord, (Judea) for servants and hand- 
maids; and they shall take them captives, 
whose captives they were, and they shall rule 
over their oppressors." (IsaL xiv. 2.) 

* Isaiah lii. 10. There is so great a similarity between this 
prophecy and Fsahn xcviii. that the same event of Israelis 
second Exodus seems to be the subject of both. It is to be 
by the arm or power of God, and all nations are to be witnesses 
of it. 

\ That the oppressor of modem Israel is the same that op* 
pressed the church of Christ, appears from the twrntuof^ or tm^ 
t^ triumph in this same chapter, (Isai. xIy. 4,) which will 611 
under observation m a future section* 



1«7 

TTie allusions to Egypt are so very fre^. 
quent, in almost all the prophecies of the 
[restoration of the jews, and their return is 
4e8cribed in such bold figures of a like kind. 
that it cannot be doubted that there will be 
,a great analogy between the two facts^ thys 
remarkably brought into comparison together 
^ And it shall come to pass in that day, Jeho- 
vah shall make a gathering of bis fruit ^ from 
the flood of the river to the stream of Egypt ; 
and ye shall be gleaned up, one by pne, O ye 
sons of ][srael. And it shall come to pass in 
that day, the great trumpet shall be soundr 

* Tkif translation of Lowth has made good sense and per- 
Bxt conristency of a passage, which in our old one is destitute 
if bodi* He always renders the hebrew word Jehovah, which 
Hgiufiet ^ srif-ezistent, who gives being and existence to 
others," as the proper name of God ; incommunicable to any 
other* But it is to Christ that the converted jews will how 
hwfu (Isai. xlv. 2S»-*Philip. ii. 10.) Christ is therefore 7e- 
bovab ; nW « *^' ^ « i* ^ « *^%'^fi**^> « ff-arr«x^«T4v^9— >^cr/ 
Vff ^ tratf et qulfuturut est. . (Apoc i. 8.) —God did not 
declare this name before Moses, ** I appeared unt;o Abraham, 
I«ac, and Jacob, by the name of God Almighty, (AL. 
SHADDAI ;) but by my name Jehovah was I not known 
todwm/' (Exodus vi, 8.) Calmet.— It was first communij 

9lcd when God appeared as the Redeemer of hia people, 

t b. ;j ^ .J J^ . • 



td J ^nd those shall come who were perishing 
ia the land of Assyria, and who were out- 
casts in the land of Egypt, and they shaH 
bow themselves down before Jehovah, in the 
jboly mountain, in Jerusalem/' (Issd. xxvii. 1 2.) 
The gathering of the children of Israel ont by 
0My as choice fruit is gathered ; (and which 
aame similitude occurs again, Isaiah xviii. 7, 
where they are represented as an agreeable pre^ 
sent brought to God, of which during their 
Slate of unbelief he had been deprived ;) this 
coincides with the other prophecies above cited, 
which import that not one shall be left behind 
3ut this was far from being the case in the 
^p«mnx of th^ captivity from Babyloa in Gh^n 
dea i where many of the jews had been so 
iiong and comfortably settled, that but a few 
were found willing to encounter the inconve- 
luenceflf and d^nge^s of a re^etdement^ in th^ 
weak and low condition in which they then 
returned to Judea. The sounding of the 
great trumpety ^d the lifting up of the en- 
/^, two remarkablq signals, by which tlut 
last restoration of the jews is distinguished^ 
Vfl\atever the import of them may he, s^hw * 
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great and decisive preference given to this, 
above any other temporal redemption, except 
the original Exodus under Moses^ 

That the blov^ing of the great trumpet, and 
the lifting up of the ensign, will be signals of 
great notoriety, and peculbr to this occasion, 
we are assured by their recurring again in the 
eighteenth chapter of Isaiah, where the solemn 
attention of the whole world (as well as that 
of the jews themselves) is called to them, when 
they shall so appear. " All ye inhabitants of 
the world, and dwellers on the earth, see yej 
when he lifteth up an ensign on the moun- 
taios; and when he bloweth a trumpet, hear 
YB.'* (Isa. xviii. 3.) The same kind of fi- 
gurcB have been applied, but not in this bold 
and peculiar manner, to the publication of the 
gospel, Christ being called by Isaiah (xi. i o) 
" an ensign vf the people ; to it shall the gen - 
tiki seek ;'' — and the apostles called '' bis an^ 
jr//,** sent out to gather his elect from the 
four quarters of the earth, with the sound of 
Q great trumpet* (Mat, xxiv. 31.) Tliat isj 
(divested of its figurative dress.) to preach th« 
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gdipel, and call all nations into the fold oif 
Christ^s church. But that this prophecy can-' 
not allude to that event seems quite evident^ 
because these two signals are here set up m 
fiTor of the jews of the dispersioti, the outcasts 
and remnant of Israel^ in the consummation of 
the indignation and end of their capdvity; 
wherein they had been " meted baty and trod^ 
den down ; whose land the rivers bad spoils 
ft/.'** And moreover, the context in both 
places, is wholly inconsistent with the applica^ 
tion of these signals to the first publicadon df 
the gospel. But the facts to which they arc 
here applied, next to the original glad tidings 
of ^ peace on earthy and goodwill towards 
menl^ are of the greatest importance of any 
other: the reconciliation of God's andent 
peoplcj^'^the conversion of the nadon8,-^-4nd 
the introduction of the happy millennium, 

* These charactert apply to the Jews veiy pecuEari/i 
They had been scattered In all nations, like corn sifted through 
a sieve, and measured out. Jerusalem also is still trodden dowif 
Hold their landipoUedt depopulated, and wasted by the Roman^ 
the Saracens, the Crusaders, and the Turks, tnd continiies n 
ffiiUi 
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when Christ, *^ the Lord of Hosts, shall be for 
a crown of glory, and for a diadem of beauty 
unto the RESIDUE of his people ; and foe 
jl spirit of judgment to him that sitteth in 
judgment, and for strength to them that turn 
the battle to the gate.'' (Isa. xxviiL 5.) 

That this too much despised and unknowa 
pec^le will, at the time appointed for these 
events, make a conspicuous figure in the field 
of battle, under the conduct of some chieftain 
whom Providence will raise up for the occa* 
sioa, is not inconsistent with either probability 
or ' the indications of prophecy. *' Behold ! 
I will make thee a new sharp threshing instru- 
ment, having teeth.* Thou shalt thresh the 
mountains, and heat them small, and shalt 
make the hills as chafF; thou shalt fan them, 
and the wind shall carry them away, and the 
whirlwind shall scatter them." (Isa. xli. 15,) 
The powers which are to be broken down are 
here compared to mountains, for the magni- 

^ ^ A threshing wain, a new corn drag, armed with pointe^ 

tectf— LowTH. It alludes to the ancient manner of 
Ikmhing. 

Z 2 
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tude and strength in which they prepare to 
nicaet this contest ; and to chaff, for the insig-^ 
ficancjr aad weak condition in which they are 
kit at the end of it. Daniel ii. 34, q>eaks of 
the same events, and by the same images^ 
comparing them to the "light dust of the 
summer threshing floors, which the wind 
bloweth away, so that the place of it was no 
more found." But whether these victories 
are to be achieved personally by the jews 
themselves, or (previously to the great move* 
ment of that nation) by some mighty and en-- 
terprising spirit raised up by Providence, and 
sent on before tbem^ as a pioneer, to prepare a 
road for their march, and beat down the 
obstructions at present subsisting, is as yet 
wrapped up close in the veil of futurityv of 
which the foldings are too intricate to be 
opened before the time. The scripture, we 
know, commonly speaks (in the prophetic 
stile) of things as actually done, which are cer- 
tain to be done at some far distant dme ; and 
also ascribes actions to persons for whose sake 
they are done, although done by another, who 
neither expected nor designed any such result 
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iirom his exploits. Thus it may be said of 
Israel " tbou sbalt thresh the mountains^^ &c. 
if it shall appear from the result^ that the Su- 
preme Ruler designed the emancipation of his 
people by such a catastrophe, although the 

Jlail has been put into the hand of another 
thresher.* 

m 

There is an evident allusion to some such 
mighty revolutionary power, to be raised up 
by Providence, v^ith a view of making such 
great changes in the state of the world, as his 
divine wisdom 2xA justice have in contempla-* 
tion, before the great movement of his own 
people begins visibly to take place. This 
seems to be intimated in Isaiah, (Ixii. lo,) 
^ Go through, go through the gates, prepare 
you the way of the people^ cast up, cast up the 
highway, gather out the stones, lift up a 
STANDARD for the people:" — and in Isaiah, 
(IviL 4,) " Cast ye up, cast ye up, prepare the 

way, TAKE UP THE STUMBLING BLOCK 

put of the way of my people." 

♦ See Pialm Iviii. 9, 10, 11, and cxlix. 6, 7, 8, 9.— 
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These highly figurative passages seem to 
allude to the march of that whole nation^ as 
\tx the ori^nal Exodus, out of the countriea 
where, previously to this divine proclamation, 
they had endured a rigorous captivity. But 
now, by the secret movements of God's mcr- 
dfiil providence preparing events in secret, 
and the altered state of the world in con- 
sequence thereof, producing the immediate 
causes of their emancipation, they seize upoa 
the defiles and strong passes, or gates, and 
find the impassable and rough places made 
smooth as a military road ; and above all, the 
great stumbling block^ which for ages had 
stood in the way, now broken down and 
levelled with the earth. For " the B^tEAKER. 
is come up before them.* They have broken 
up, and have passed through the gate, and arc 
gone out by it; an4 their kings shall pas? 
|iefore them, and the Lord on the head of 



them. -Micah ii. i 



3^ 



t The rise of the Breaker, and the work appointed for thi§ 
great instrument of Providence to accomplish, are treated of at 
lafge in a futiw sectipn* 
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^0 this tremendous crash the Inspired 
psalmist seems (in Ps. cxlix. 5, &c.) to al- 
lude. " Let the saints be joyful in glorjr^ 
let them sing aloud (Rev. xv. iii.) upon theit 
lieds.* Let the high praises of God be ii* 
their mouths, and a two-edged sword in; thcif 
hand^t To execute vengeancd upoA lh6 

• Upon the coucK of repose, after the fatigues of the sud* 
infill contest against their jpeirsecuting enemies. This Psalm 
is such another 4ong of trtumfh^ composisd in the spirit of pn)4 
phecy for the occasion of Israel's tecond Exodut^ as that in th« 
fifteenth chapter of the book of Exodus, which Moses and the 
trmy tung upon their escape from Pharoah. Bishop Horn, 
•pirituaHzing on this occasion rather too much, says, ^ Ho^ 
obvious is it, that the scene, of which We Wave here si prophetl* 
ical exhibition, is one t)>at cannot take place till afttr the Ytsur^ 
netwH f becauae the followers of the Lamb hkve nothing to do 
with Ifengjeance in this worid."— Perhaps not, yet they may* 
even against their will and design, be made instruments in th^ 
kand of God, to execute ** the judgment 'uritten** against hit 
and their enemies. (Isa. xiii« 3.) I'he circumstances enume^ 
rated do agree much worse with the state of the ileised m Bed'' 
«ni, than with that of the converted jews, previous to their 
re-settlement, and the holy and peaceful millennium which ii 
to ensue. 

f «* The hebrew verbs in the preceding verse are in th« 



future tense* In this, the original hath no verb at all," Horn's 
Comment. Thr ** two edjed sword in their hand!* if w6 
isay borrow fur once the above-named author's uilc of inters 
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heathen, and punishments upon the people: 
to bind their kings with chains, and dkir 
nobles with fetters of iron : to execute upcm 
them . the judgment written. Such honor 
h^ve all his saints." This vengeance upoa 
theic enemies, and the enemies of the cbris* 
tian name, " the worst of the beatben^^ (Ezek. 
vii. 24,) who have trodden down Jerusalem, 
and spoiled and desolated the ^^ glory of aU 
hnds^^ for many ages : — ^those enemies also, 
of the Lamb and his followers, which havej 
rioted in the blood of the s^nts for an equally 
long term : the honor of this final triumph is 
xeserved for all bis saints j — ^and is declared to 
be the execution of the judgment written^ and 

pretation» may perhaps ugnify the Holy Scriptures of the Old 
^TtttamenS and the New, a sword which cuts with two edgee the 
inti-christian enemies of the reformed christians and conTerted 
jews ; and of which the jews themselves will then no longer 
disdain to make use* against the adversaries of Christ and his 

truth. 

The word of God \^ often compared to a swordj (Ephes. vi, 
I7>— Rev. x'x. 15,) — and to a two edged one, (Heh. iv. 12t 
ReV' L 16: ii« 12.) If we suppose the vengeance of the 
faints to be executed chiefly with thit sword, and their chains 
(of iron strength) to be fabricated out of the same metal ; it 
trin take off the edge of the Bishop's criticism m a former note- 
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ihe punctual accomplishment of the ancient 
prophedes»^ 

Thu8 I have endeavoured to shew at con- 
^erable length, the harmony and consistency 
oF the most remarkable prophecies that relate 
to die day of the Lord, or the comiko of 
Christ in his threatened judgments upon 
the jews ; to the entiiTe overthrow of their 
religious and civil polity : — the miseries that 
unbelieving people have in consequence en- 
dured, for a period of nearly 1800 years, 
&ice the commencement of theii* captivity by 
the romans, as the prophets, in figurative stile 
and by anticipation of history, have exhibited 
the INDIGNATION upon Israel :f — and lastly, 
the tepentance and conversion, the emancipa- 

* Psalm rii. 16—^23. Isa. xliii. 5, 6 : txx. S0» to the end* 

-J- From tlic long duration and great miseiY of the Roman, 
or last captivity of the Jews, it is distinguished in prophecy 
botli by great peculiaiity and minuteness of description, and 
also by the peculiar names of the indignation — the decuive con* 
ium^UM'-^hat determined to be poured upon the desolate : and 
wjth respect to this pre-eminent desolation, the roman eagl»*s 
are called the ahcmination of desolation • This captivity com- 

A A 
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don arid happy state of unlntemipted EiVof 
with God and man ; which, by the sure mer- 
cies of the God of Israel, are in reserve for his 
lottg forsaken people* 

tn^oed under the emperor Veipatian, about tlie year of our 
hofd 80, 

tti all the prophecieft that refer to this erent* flio^enl of 
ft^ Romt is considerecl as the image and reprosentatWe of aii* 
cient pagan Rome ; and as I have endeavoured to make it ap- 
pear in the following sections* her spiritual subjects are de* 
scribed by epithets appropriate to the oHginal romansy aii4 coti- 
lidefed as the captors and ptrsecutors of the people of Cod« 
This observation is necessary to the right application luid ap« 
prehension of these prophecies* 

Tlie e*fttgn vpon the mountains and the great trumpet are, it 
teems. Signals of such a nature, that they may beoVerlookedy 
or misunderstood I in an age more ashamed of the imputatioil 
of fanaticism than of infidelity* and more devoted to phikv 
Sophy than to religion. ** 7 he natural man^** as the apostltf 
asserts, (and the philosophical man too, as has been shrewdly 
suspected, ) ** percleveth not the things of the spirit of God, far the) 
are spiritucdly discerned,** Hence it came to pass that the great 
majority of these two descriptions of mankind paid not a due 
legard to these two signals of the Deity speaking to the worlds 
when, in the most amazing manner, they were both displayed 
at the commencement of the gospel age, with ** signs* and 
wonders, and mighty deeds : — their sound went forth unto all 
lands, and their words unto the ends of the woi4d.'' (Psalm 
^. 4) Rom. X. 16 \ Isa. liii, !•) 
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May it be granted, in addition to the many 
mercies with which we have been crowned, 
and the pre-eminent glory that has been 
spread around our highly favored nation, (up- 
held by a peculiar Providence " in the day of 
the great slaughter^ when the towers fall^''^^ 
to be chosen as the happy instruments of tor- 
warding the purpose of the Most High, and 
assisting the triumphant Exodus of his elect, 
the REMNANT of his people ;t that we may 
so wisely " discern the signs of the times^^ tha( 
we may ** see— when the enbign is lifted up 
upon the mountains, and when the great 
trumpet is blown, we may hear^^' 

# Iniadi ix^. 25. f I^^b xlix. 21, 2%» 2^ 
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SECTION VII. 



Tbt yews J though broken off through unbeliefs 
are still witnesses for God^ — to the new 
World now J as formerly to the old. — Diffi-- 
culties in the prophecy of the witnesses^ not 
well accounted for ; — a solution proposed. 
They must be distinct from each other^ — 
arid numerically Two. — Must be perpetu^ 
ally in existence^ and in their prophetic 
function for 1260 years.-^In disgrace and 

m 

persecution J — be killed^ — continue in a sin^ 
gular state of death three years and a balfy 
'—be raised to life in the sight ^ and against 
the power of their enemies^ 

How exacdy the situation of the jews, since 
the time of our Saviour, has corresponded 
with the varied description of it which their 
own prophets have given, I have pointed out 
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in the preceding sections. The only and inn 
finitely wise God chose them before all the 
people upon earth, to be a special and bolj^ 
people^ a people formed for himself '\ not for 
their good qualities,^ but for his own un- 
merited love and mercy, and the oath he had 
sworn to their more faithful and righteou9 
ancestors. And he produces them, and sets 
them forth before the eyes of the admiring 
world, as bis witnesses^ to all ages ; a stand- 
ing and indefectible miracle, a luminous evi- 
dence of the truth of divine revelation to us, 
in these last days, notwithstanding the dark 
side of that universal enlightener has been 
still turned towards themselves. 

'Exceedingly pitiable has their conditioa 
been, if we take into consideration their ori- 
ginal and pre-eminent title to the promises, 
as the children of the kingdom ; [[ and their 
wonderful attachment and fidelity to the God 
of their fathers, according to the ideas they 
erroneously conceive of his unchangeable truth. 

♦ Dent. vii. 6. f ^^* ^^>»* 21. % Deut. ix. 6. 
jt In. jXclu 10, II Matt« viiit 1?. 
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Ndther the confiscation of their effeets, nor thq 
personal dangers they have been expoeed to 
upon account of their religion, nor the scoffi^ 
and contemptuous treatment which their sin-* 
gularities and superstitions have drawn upon 
them, have made anj great impression to 
seduce them to dissemble their religion, or 
awerve from the customs of Moses, They 
still submit, for conscience sake, to the dis^ 
gusting practice of circumcision ; and support 
with a patience worthy of a better caxtsc^ 
the increased load of their burdensome, and 
often uncommanded riti^ai ; which even in 
the days of Christ was so heavy a yoke, that 
^* neither they nor tbcir fathers were qble ta 
hear it'^ 

Thrir own prophets have dedar^ and our 
Lord has confirmed the assertion, that/^r the 
hardness of their hearts many things were in- . 
4u!ged to them, that God intended, in a time 
of greater perfection of religion, to put upon 
a better footing.* And that for their prone^ 
ness to idolatry, and stiff-necked dispositional 

^ Matthew xix«& 
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ft tefi^oh was modelled on purpose tot tlieif 
ttntraetable spirits, which might best correct 
ftnd subdue their ill humours, and counter-act 
tficiJr tendency to perverse imitation. It ne- 
ttessarily consisted much of outward ordinan^ 
ces, but such as had a spiritual meaning, and 
Were well capable of elevating the pious and 
beUe^g hearts by faith to the expected 
Mes^aSy which they always typically^ and 
sometimes sacramentally represented. Yet 
upon the gross and carnal imaginations of 
this wayward people they appear to have had 
little e0€ct in general, further than as they 
Seemed to depend much upon a temporary 
reward of an outward, and consequently im- 
perfect obedience.* " Therefore I gave them 
dso statutes which were not good^ says God 
by the prbphet,f and judgments whereby they 
should not live/' 

• Our Saviour*8 exposition of the Decalogue (Mat, v, 20| 
ice*) skews us at once the spirituality and goodness of the law 
pTcn to thejews, for the times in which it was in force ; and 
the gross penrersion of it which constituted the sanctity of their 
higiiest professors, 

f There is a comparative goodness in the law, which cer- 
lainl/ appears to diiadvantage in opposition to the cloarer 



The , carnal apprehensions which the great 
majpriiy of the Jews entertained of their law,, 
renders it not at all surprising that their ideaif. 
of the Messias should have been equally wi4e. 
of truth and consistency with the scripture ; 
and that, notwithstanding the strong evidences 
he brought with him, " they knew not the day 

of their visitations^ Yet, after he was come, 
and had ^fulfilled the law and the prophets^ 
and abolished the band writing of ordinances^* 
which was condemnation to us, (not able to 

knowledge of ** life and immortalitj^^* and more e£5taciout 
** grace andtmtb *a>bicb came by yuus Cbrist,'* But the religi* 
OU8 practice and great proficiency of bolj Dayid, which ap« 
peara in his heavenly Psalms, is a proof that the prophets' 

words are not to be taken in too strict a sense. It yns their 
Tain dependence upon the outward act of religion, auid a false 
idea of nterit in tbeirgooJ worh^ which made the Jewish religioQ 
ineffectual ; and the christian will be equally so» to those wb« 
make it a mere opus opcratum : for " without fuitb^* and fervour 
** «/ M impossible to please God,** Our Sa\'iour, in saying to the 
pharisee •* this do and thou shah Hve^** does not contradict tb 
prophet ; but strongly demonstrates, in opposition to the fal 
dogmas of the pharisecs, the impossibility o£ justification by 
wmris of the law, without faith iu the Redeemer; for we 

sinners even in our best actions — " the lavj is holy and good ^ 
but we arc roiU 
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Jceep it,) and ^* nailed it to Us cross^^ at 
9 testaoient of no validity any longer ;* to 
th» dead letter^ robbed of its former quicken^ 
ing gracCythe jews do still adhere. The spirit 
rf error by whidi they are influenced, appearg 
as much in the constancy they now maintain 
to thdr ancient " form of godliness^ having not 
the power of ity* as in their former pronenesa 
to apostacy from it, when it was indeed a re- 
jigion bearing the stamp of divine authority. 



pren in this deplorable state of outer 
darkness and persevering unbelief y the jews ar« 
^till spoken of by the holy spirit of prophecy^ 
with the tenderness and affection of divine 
and original love, which to the latest time 
femembers the love of tbeir espousals^'\ and 
^rcsees the day approaching, when God will 
again declare himself the husband of their 
church. $ They are mentioned very fre- 
quently in prophecy under the most endear- 
ing appellations, as God's jw/,§ his firsts 
born JO/T,j| as the christian churgh is big 

* CoD. ii. 14. t Jer, ii. 2. * t It*. IW. 5* 

^ lea* x|?. 11, H Jer. xxxud. 

f 9 
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younger ♦ Obd^s* elect,f Jeshurun whom he 
hath chosen,:): God's glory,§ and repeatedly 
God*s witnesses. |[ Whatcfver may be their 
demerit, in having afforded an handle to thtf 
enemies of revealed religion in general to ^ 
Uaspheqoe, by their giving the lie to christian 
truth, and indeed to God himself, (who hath 
given such record of his Son as. leaves tho 
jews above all other unbelievers without ex- 
cuse,**) yet their utility to religion, on the 
other hand, hath been as great. For besides 
the merit attributed to them by the apostle, — 
(Rom. ix. 4,) — " to whom pertaineth th^ 
adoption, and the glory, and (both) the cove- 
nants, and the giving of the law, and the ser-r 
vice of God, and the promises j whose arc 
the fathers, and of whom as concerning thq 
flesh Christ came, who is over all, God hlcsi^ 
?d for ever. Am^n.'* Their unanimity and 

* Ezck. xvi. 61. The elder sister of the church of tlic 
converted jews, is the christian church now subsisting ; and the 
younger, is the great body of believers to be added to the mo- 
ib^r church i (or Jenisalem,) for a daughter, when the geQer|l 
conversion, or ** fulness of the gentiles f^* is come in. 

Y Isa, xW. 4'. X ^^* -"^^^v* ^* $ ^^' *^» ^* 

y I». xliii. 30;— xKu. S. ^ I iohuK- ip. 
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krtdaunted steadfastness as Godts witness^f^ 
deserves the greatest praise. . In the ages be^ 
fore Christ they have been a great and shining 
light to the darkness of paganism, and a stand- 
ing evidence of the existence of a God^ and of 
the undeniable truth of their own part of di- 
vine revelation. And in all time since, they 
have been a strong demonstration of the truth 

■ 

even of that christiariity which they th;*Di- 
selves deny ; and have lift up their cotiseuia- 
neous voice, as prophets and witnesses for the 
God of heaven, against the impious worship- 
pers of saints and angels, crucifixes and re- 
liques, and all the multifarious lumber of an 
idolatry truly Egyptian. In this respect the 
jews in their unbelief, will rise up in the 
judgment against the men of this generation, 
and will condemn them, as guilty of a great- 
cr unbelief and apostacy than their own, in 
the midst of the clearest light, which from 
them has been withdrawn. 

In this protest and testimony against idoU 
atry, the jews have, /;/ these last days^ been 
joined by the equally loud and warning voice 

fi B 2 
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■ ^£ the refc^kied christian church, revilri^ 
agsdh " tb( everlasting gospel^^ which tbe^ 
moH 9f 9iA (under the pretenct^ of 4a infiiUU 
Ue guidance) had in fact " tbrusi utader 4 
bushel I ^ though it had tidt been in hi$ j^ow^ 
whoUy to extinguish it, or to silence the pro^ 
testing voice of the itiitnesset of Jesus ^ by his 
(ieceivableness of uarigbteotuness^ or inqtuslto^ 
]ial cruelties. This union and consistency of 
testimony, between the jcws^ and tbt proUst-- 
ant christians against; modern idolatry,^ an4 
in su{^ort of those first principles of reveaU 
ed religion, the unity of God^ and bis hatred 

* The notorious iMsir^ of the church of Rpmef »nd tlftef 
Titter inconsistency (of a religion so disguised with supersti- 
tion) with their idea* of God, when he says,-^*' Rear O Israel* 
the Lord thy God is ovm Lord,** (Deut. vi. 4,) and ** lad 
Jebovaht thai is my name; my glory tvUl I noighotto an$tlkrf 
metther my praise to graven Images > (Isa. xlii. S*)— *T^ ha^ 
been the great stumbling block in the way of the conTersioi^ 
of the- jews. Until this be broken down, and entint^ taken 

out of the way^ little g^od will be done by any attempts to 
convert them to Christianity. Christian truth itself is invtil* 
nerable» but its adversaries shoot their arrows, ** even Kltef 
tuortfsf^* at an hideous phantom, drcit in the imposing garb of 
hoTmess and tnfaUibllky^ and through the sides of popery chcisti^ 
anity itself is apparently wounded. 
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afidoh^ suggests a solution of tlftt great mffi^ 
tulty in the Apocaljrpse, (chap, xl 3 — 13^) 
wliich I have not seen offered beforfe The 
prophecy or prbtest of the two witnesses, fo* 
a thousand two hundred and threescore days^ 
doathed in sackcloth, (which is the very samei 
space of time that is allotted to the tiiumphant 
Wickedness arid cruelty of Antichrist,) hai 
bccaaoned a greater variety and discordancy 
of ojnnion amongst the commentators, thart 
^haps any other point. For though all 
teem to be agreed, that the prophecy of th«se 
two witnesses^ is no other than a perpetuated 
an<^ thundering testimony against the errors 
^nd corruption (i the church of Roincy whic^i 
la Bishop Newton learnedly proves, has never 
been wholly silent, in any period of the reigrt 
of the man of sin ;* yet it is not well agreed 
fvbo tkc witnesses are. And in the varietj^ 
iof solutions that have been given to this ques- 
tion, there have been periiaps none wliicH 
have not been liable to objections. 

* Bishop Newton^ to1» iil. p* 14S^ 
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These wftnesses and prophets, whose testi^i 
inoiiy continues (though in sackcloth, of un- 
der restraint and persecution more or less,) fct 
the whole term allotted to the spiritual tyrant^ 
arc expressly said to bfe two in number. The 
common solution of this is, that they shall be^ 
even in the dtirkest or worst times, although 
but few, yet a number sufficiently competent for 
such a testimony, against the apostacy of the 

church at large from truth and holiness^* 

But prophecy is not wont to be s6 vague 
^nd dubious in matters of this consequence, 
und where it comes so very close to the point, 
^ to assign particular marks o^ notoriety; and 
tspecially in a prophecy of such a nature, that 
it is svctually under our eyes continually^ and 
fulfilling in every age. By the express num- 
ber two therefore, something marked and pe-"- 
culiarly distitiguishable by that nuthber must 
certainly be intended. The most noted re- 
formers, it has been remarked, have indeed 



* Dcut. xix. \o\ Mat. xviii. 16. ** In the mouth of/ 
^itneifes shall ^very word be citablished.** 
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generally appeaired in pairs, as Luther and 
Calvin, Joh^^Huss and Jerome of Prague, &c. 
ytt periiapa ftever so strikingly and peculiarly 

in pairs, that there were not at the same time 
-other reformers, of sufficient notoriety, to in- 
validate that sort of appropriation of the num^ 
Ser two to any of them. And indeed it is 
fsvident that no such sort of appropriation of 
the title of the two witnesses^ has been for 
xnany years, or now is, applicable to any tivo 
individual men; though the beast is still reign- 
ing, and the two witnesses still prophesying/-* 
Besides that obvious objection, that the man of 
jtn himself is not one individual man, but a 
succession of men in one office and character 

• Biihop Newton on the prophecies, (v. S. p. 146,) after 
^tmg lereral ojnnions of ioterpreters, observes, ** In all tlkct.e 
cases there nay be some resemblance to this prophecy of iLe 
dtasb ami remrrettion of the wihtesscs ; and all the fc.rmcr cflbrls 
of /if Ugti may be the types and figures of this his last ai^l 
greatest effort. But though these instances answer in s;iinc 
respects they fail in others, and particularly in this, — that tlwy 
are none of them the last persecution. Besides, as the two w.t- 
ncs^ei up detigned to be the represenUtives of the protestar^f 
in genera], so the persecution must be general too, and n^t 
confined to this or that particular churcli or nation," lie aOi.i 
•fierwaidt, ♦• It appears then, that the grcat<*r pa^t v- ;**f* 
prophecy remains jrt to }ft fulfilled; ^ 
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of aRtichristianism, which is perpetuftted fbp 
twelve hundred and sixty years; anc^jf coursa 
the witnesses, to be so perpetuated itf%>ppott- 
tiofi to him. must be considered as two cdUcUt 
0)6 bodies of nun in uninterrup^ succesMon^ 
fxuSi not two single persons. 

Whatever other objections may lie ag^ainst 
my pr<^osed application of this prophecy, tq 
the two distinct bodies, the people of Israel and 
^be rtformed christians^ it is free from the above 
^ least. For these twp witnesses, how widely 
separated soever in other points of &ith, and 
thereby notoriously distinguished as /tew, are 
ftiU subsisting, and still unaiiimous in the! 
protest and prophecy against popery, and bothK-iA 
pf them fn possession of those sources of di — ^- 
vine truth from whence all true propheci^^^y 
must be derived ; and out of which thej^^y 
thunder forth the most dreadful denunciation^Er-is 
pf the divine wrath, against the worshippers 
the beast, and " have power to smite bis spirit 
al empire with plagues ^ as often as tbey wilL^ 
(Rev. xiv. 10; xi. 5, 6.) 



* Tlie prophets are figuratirdy represented as 
Cod by their mouth denounces that he will do. Tboi Vf^ 

\ 
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Ab witnesses for God, against the most 
fii^rant violation of the first principles of re- 
vealed religion, the jews and the protestants 
have been constant and unanimous in their 
festimonj^ from the first rise of Antichrist; 
and have been fellow sufferers and martyrs 
together in the same holy testimony, which 
they have not yet finished: and time will 
shew how they will be united in their death 
and res^rrect^on^ whether they be figurative, 
or natural. The chief part of that fear and 
(Rsquietude^ which Moses foretold to the jews 
would be the consequence of their denial of 
Christ, arose from the bigotry of the Romish 



oonfldtuted a God over Fharoahy and his word was fate. 
(Exodot ▼!!• 1«) And thus Jeremiah was appointed over the 
nationty H hwU wpf and to putt down. ( Jer. i. 10.) And as Je- 
lemiak handed round amongst the nations to which he prophe- 
sied^ the prophetic cup of divine wrath, and even compelled them 
to drink iif (Jer xsv« 28y) so do these two modern prophets 
fymraiiveiy mfftct their plagues ^ by denouncing the judgments of 
God impending oyer idolatry and apostacy. (Rev, xiv. 10.) 
In what mann(fr this part of their prophecy is made good, by 
iire proceedbg out of their mouths, ta the destruction of their 
enemies ;— by shutting heaven, that it rain not any heavenly 
influences of grace upon idolaters, but only blood and wrath ; 
yfjM ht shewn in a future section. 

C C 
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church, and the persecutions with which, in 
all popish countries, they were perpetually 
harassed and destroyed. For the infallible 
head of the church having fallen into so great, 
an error, as the establishing the worsh^ of 
images, '^ giving heed to seducing spirits^ and 
doctrines of devils ^^ that is, to the adoration 
of demonsy or dead men and women canon- 
ized ,t was like the jews, (Romt x* :^,) »a- 

♦ 1 Tim. iv. !• 

f AXa' «t« i SvK r« t!^i9, iM/Mn$tf $vu xtu i But Im 

tlhd £cot qus tmmokuU GenteSf ddmomis immokmt^ ei non DiOm 
The apostle here positively asserts that the heathen Gods were 
wicked spirits, or devib in the proper sense. of the word ; aiu} 
the psalmist, according to the Septuagint, (Ps« xcvi. 5,) says 
the same : on vim^ m '3im tSv tBj£f itufMfm, The heathens 
themselres had a different idea of their gods and demons, but 
the primitive christians, says Whitby, " engaged to force their 
gods, by the power of the name of Christ, to confess them- 
selves to be evil spirits , even before their worshippers. Qmc' 
qutdDiononum colitis ^ victi dolore, quid sttnt eloquntur ; ^it testis 
buif esse eos DsmoneSf de se verum confitentihus credite^ Minucius 
p. 81. TertuL Apol. c. 23." Their evil doctrines, and se- 
duction of mankind from the knowledge and worship of the 
true God to the vilest idolatries, and to abominable and even 
human sacrifices, (Ps. cvi. S^*} i^ a suiHcient indication what 
sort of spirits they were.— The dcstroy^'ng the heathen idolatry 
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lauSy (without knowledge^ and above measure,) 
as is mostly the case in an erroneous betie£ 
(Acts viii. 3.) And the obstinacy of the jews, 
in the abhorrence they always expressed against 
Image worsbipy in persons who professed to 
know the true God, was felt as a sting, and re- 
venged as a reproach ; just as the pure maxims 
of Christ's doctrine, for the same reasons, were 
excepted against by the pharisees ; " Master, 
thus sayitig thou reproachest us." The same 
seiucing spirits^ which suggested such im- 
pious and andchristian doctrines to sin-de- 
cdved minds,^ suggested also, in due consist- 
ency with such a corrupt faith, a suitable 

is called, desttojirtg tie woth ofihe dgvtl, (1 John ili. 8,) and is 
taming ihem from tifc power of Satan unto God^ (Acts xxti* 18.) 
The saint godf » and false mediators which are worshipped un* 
der various names in the church of Rome> are gods of the tame 
stamp f — ^their doctrines are the samei and their worship idol* 
atiy. Rev. a, 20. I Tim. ir. i| ftc. Rev. xri. 14;— x viii. 2. 
Darnel (xL S9>) calls them Mahuzzim> God^s protectors; andi 
the saints in the church of Rome has every one his office, in 
the sanie manner as the gods of the pagans had before them. 
Leviticiif f zvii. 7. — ^Deut. xxxii. 17- — 2Chron. xi, 15.^-^ 

2 Kings xviL 17— Isa. xiii. 21 :-^lvii. 5 Exek. xvi. 2;— 

XX. 26. 

♦ Isa. xxvix. 11.— 2Thcs8. li. 11. 

C C 2 
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departure from christian charity^ aad even fioai 
the common sympathy of human nature* 

That the jewsy as living evidences of the 
truth of God) and faithful conservators and 
guardians of the holy scriptures,^ should have 
been objects of peculiar aversion and rancour 
in the dark ages of popery, is the less to be 
wondered at ; since the scriptures themselves 

were beheld with extreme jealousy, and an 
evil eye; and were not exempt from their 
full share in the general persecution which 
raged agdtist all the evidences of divine truth; 
They were found equally contumacious^ and 
incorruptible by any other means than fwce 
and torture, to make them speak in &vor of 
the dogmas of popery. They were therefore 
kept out of sight, cloatbed also in sackcloth^ 
and persecuted with every speciies of literary 
torture^ and loaded with contempt apd blas- 
phemy ;f and at last incarcerated in the 

* Faithful for the mam part, — a little tender only upon one 
pointy tlie scripture evidences that Jeaiis of Nazareth u tht 
Mestuu of the prophets* 

f Their blasphemy against the scripture will be pointed out 
on another occ: sion^ as this was only one of the tricks of the 



kmely oubgeon of an anknown tottgue^ of 
which the appointed keepers bad lost the key^ 
and which they h^ long ceased to visit.* 

trade* St Paul's objection against an unlnown tongue in the 
idliiidi wmt of course over-ruled » by the superior authority of 
hit iiiEsDible Holiness $ who had power even to abrogate one 
or moie of the commandments of God himselfy and transub- 
Itantiate Christ into an idol, 

* The reading of the word of God iiforbtJden h the peopU 
Imgeneraif and those to whom it is indulged must have a licence 
for itf which comes very high^ aad is with great difficulty ob- 
taiofcd. The reason is plainly because the Bible is an bentUal 
iNiit and the fomenter of heresy. Bishop Burnet in his His- 
tory of the Reformationf relates several instance* of women 
ud children condemned to thejlamesf by the bloody Bishop Bon* 

tueSf for no other crime than the ieing in potiesiioi of a BUk* 
The Bible itself was burnt b| the hands of the common hang- 
tmn, and no translation suffered* until in the progress of the 
trfonnation they were obliged* in protestant oountrics* to allow 
bne of their own manufacture, armed at all points* and fitted 
lor their purpose* 

Their chief authorities maintain the propriety of concedtn^ 
the Bgbt rf the word under a buthdf contrary to our Saviour^ 
(Matt* V. 15f) and in opposition to the opinion of St FauU 
(I Cor, xiv. 2.) " Hxreticum est affirmare sacras scripturas 
neoessario in linguas vulgares converti debere." " It is heresy 
to "^r»H!n that the holy scriptures ought necessarily to be 
, tiaoshtted into the vulgar languages.*' Sanders, de visib. 
Mgnudu hb. 7. — And before the *< Indices ExpurgcOoru^* 
poblialied by the popes authority, the fifth genend rule k 
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The holy scriptures themselves are tHere-^ 
fore also two witnesses and prophets which 
answer the description here given. One of 
them prophesying to the Old World of the 
Mosaic dispensation^ and both of them, but 
particularly the New Testament, to the last 

this:— Cum experientia docuerity tx perxnissione sacraruxn 
Bibliorom lingua vulgrari, plus iade ob hominUm tementatem» 
ignorantiam, aut malidam, detrimenti quam utilitatis oririy pfo- 
hibentur biblia lingua Tulgari extantia^ cum omnibus earam 
partibusy &c.'' *^ Seeing experience bath shewn^ that through 
the rashness, ignorance, or malice of men, moxe harm tban 
good hath ariaen, by suffering the Bible to be translated into 
die vulgar languages; therefore all Bibles, in any such yema- 
cular language are forlndt together with every part thereof, 
whether in print, or in manuscript. " Negamus," (says att« 
other of their greater lights,) <'a laicis requiri stiidium scrip- 
turarum* imo salubriter dicitur eos a lectione scripturarum 
arceri : suJBEcereque iis, ut ex pnescripto pastorum et doctorum 
vit« cursum moderentur.'* ** We deny that the study of the 
scriptures is required of laymen, but it is sound doctrine to 
maiiitain that they ought to he prohibited from reading the 
scriptures : and that it is endugh for them that they regulate 
the course of their lives hy the directton of their pastors and 
teachers,*'— Hist, of Popery, voL ii, p. 161 — 170. " Search 
the scriptures, — for in them ye think ye have eternal life !** 

(John V. 39.) ^These popish lights would persuade us 

that our Lord meant only a sarcasm, in this licence to read the 
scriptures* 
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ihiies. No sooner did Antichrist lift up his 
unblest head, but these two holy prophets 
raised their voice against him, and began to 
prapbesj^ (in sackcloth, piore or less,] and to 

inflict their plagues upon the great enemy of 

truth and righteousness. But as the beast 

'was not only to wage war against the saints, 
but to wear them out with persecutions, and 

prevail against them, and TciU them ;* so in 
fact, the scriptures were treated as seducers of 
the people, and enemies to the peace and uni- 
formity of the church : and that they might 
do no more mischief, they were shut up in 
the pit oi profound ignorance^ and loaded with 
the fetters of an unknown tongue^ or a mutila- 
ted and falsified translation. Thus they not 
only imitated, but far exceeded the lawyero 
and the scribes, who took away the key 
of knowledge^ and shut the gate of heaven 
against them that were entering ; for they 
withdrew the scriptures altogether from the 
use of the people, and burnt them by the 
hands of the common hangman, together 

♦ Dan. vii 21-^25,— Rev. si. T :— ::n. T- 
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whh th^ir heredcal partisans and abettorsi^ 
The prayers and ministrations of the church 
of Rome were aUogetber in latin^ after it had 
beeome. a dead language, and was no longer 
understood by the clergy themselves, except 
in a few rare instances. 

The sufferings that both the jews and the 

protestants were exposed to, on account of re^ 
iigion, from the ignorant and intolerant zeal 
of the popish clergy, gives them a pre-eminent 
tide, as martyrs and confessors of God, to be 
called in prophecy bis two witnesses^ — thq 
two olive trees ^ and the two candlesticks stand- 
ing before the God of the earth,* The rea- 
son why so monstrous a wickedness and cruel- 
ty, (as the prophecies ascribe to the spiritual 
tyrant of the church, and which history has 
brought home to his door,) was for so long a 
term winked atf by a righteous Providence, 

• Rev. xi. 4.— Zech. ir. S^ 11, 14. 

f God expostulates the case of his forbearance with the 
wicked tyrant. (Ps. 1. 21, — " These things hast thou donci 
and I kept silence; — ^thou thou^htest that I was altogether 
such an one as thyself; but I will reprove thee, and aet (thy 
Crimes} in order brfore thine eyes," 
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jAUst not be too narrowly squired Into^ un^ 
the dmt chat God shall ^ briag to light the 
^hidden things ofdarkness^^ and expose to our 
view the whole of his plan in the moral go^ 
Tieraitient of the world, of which we now 
judge as of things ^^ seen only in part^ and 
tbntigb a glass darkly ^^ It is suffident for 
'odr present satisfaction, that, a^ it wai^ all fore- 
-knOwii to the wisdom of God; so it will be 
all diiteted, by his over-ruling power, to a 
good end. ** I will bring the third part ofthenT 
(says God, by Zechariah xiii. 9) " through the 

fircy and will refine them as silver is refined, 
and will try them as gold is tried." Thus it 
has in all ages pleased God, in his infinite 
wisdom, to suffer some to be exposed to more 
severe trial than the rest of mankind; but 

« 

they will receive a higher reward of their fi- 
delity^ at the same time that by their examples 
of £edth and patience,^ and the useful discus- 
sions tha^ religion thus received, its influence 
was more effectually spread abroad, and its 

* Rer. xiii* }0l *< Here is the patieooe and the faith of the 
n . 

D D 



ttUdi tttkl convitiGh^ power m wfc iirtjily iMih^ 
lished. ^ Nftby laihdl be purifialy. and. made 
white anch' tried} but the wicked jhaU A 
•fvicicdfy: abd none of tic wicked sikdt urnkn^ 
standi but the wise shall understand."* (Dan* 
ziu lo.) ^^ For by fire, and by hb sword, 
will the Lord plead with all flesh, and the skdn 
.of the Lord ^all be many." (Isa. IxvL ijS.) 

Fire and the sword^tte. the chief inatriiiaentt 
of martyrdom, and the martyrs may be called 
the slain of the Lordy as being slain &x his 
sbke^ and by his determnate counsel and for t^ 
knowledge. 

The death of these two apocalyptic vdtnesses 
inanifestly appears to be only a figurative 
death; because, in the short space of three 
prophetic days and a half, that is, th/ree years 
and a half^ we find them restored to life again, 
and raised to an elevation where the power of^ 
their persecutors " cannot come^^ But the 
death of the martyrs was real, and thereby in- 
capable of corresponding with this essential 
part of the prophecy, that the same two pro* 
fkets which were figuratively killed by Ac 



tfnitt^ i^iould, by a figuiadve resuirec^oof 

• 

ttiumph over bis powier. The Jigurativn 
^ketb of poUtica} or reli^ous Gociedes^ mufifi 
be the ottinction of their religious aad dvU 
liberties and establishments; their £uth aa4 
r^gious worship put under so severe an inter- 
dict^ as amounts to a total abolition. The sy-* 
Sjlgogue of the jews, and the church of re- 
fi^mned christians, notwithstanding the appar- 
e^tl^low and still declining state of popery at 

this time, may yet be one day subjected to. 

* 

Sjocb a coercion, and consigned ta a political 
death y for their alledged impiety and contu* 
macy against the revived power, and infallible 
oracle of holy roman church: and converts to 
popery, may yet again be made at the point of 
the sword, and by the fires of persecution, 
» - rekindled in one^ vast and dreadful but final 
blaze.* In the present circumstances of the 



. ' « 



* In case of the event of a universal despotism, the ttvhling 
agfm jrf ik popish hub ior the backs of heretics, ^ which by 
the poijcjr of the present day is untwined and laid aside,} may 
1^ deemed a suitable punishment for political contumacy and 
png^tcM^^ opposition* It has been the opinion of several 
learned- jDOu iix^tr cxprused, as Mr Archer's *^ of theper- 
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wotU, «M have cf late b^idd aovdfi^ not 
amdt less souige, «nd qut of tiie coqrae o£ 
probalxlity than this. Absolute aiid:'iinlv«Ml 
dominion, freed from the balance ci any ecmQ-^ 
terpoise in the possibility of renttance, is wont 
to be accompanied by caprice much more un- 
accountable. Political circumstances may con-' 
spire to dictate the utility, if not the necessity 
of such a measure, in a Machiavelian view of 
thix^ ; and the humour of to-day, wfaidi b 

for stripping the daw of bis borrowed plmms^ 

may to-morrow veer about with the wind of 

• ■ • * 

temporary and variable interest From a 

changeable policy, and a spirit of indiscrimi* 

■ • • ■ • • 

nate opposition to whatever the hand of time 
hath spared, and contempt of what the wisdom 
of our ancestors has established, the great revo- 
lutions of modem times have originate!^. 

sonal reign of Christ on etrth," or hUmmudt as Mr MiDft*s 
on Rer. u. 7* that popery shall yd ^mnfor a wWe uniTOV- 
ally, or very generiUy* prevail in many or most of these conn- 
tries and nations out of which it hath been expelled : and arA- 
bishop Us H BR concurred in the same opinion, if that paper 
called his fropheey may be credited, which has not been dis* 
protcd, HlsUof PoperjfVol.i9,Pref. 
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: *rhe1imeft of fete years have borne down 

'With the weight of a destructiye torrent^ againifr 

ihe tottenng foundations of the once tower-' 

ittg> pride and omnipotence of pftpal Rome*- 

Giailes the great, the first Franco-roman em« 

peror, about the year 800, erected the mighty 

hJbnc i and his pious coadjutors as zealously 

pot their hands to the augmenting of the work, 

and strengthening its newly laid foundations. 

^^ For 6od had put it in thdr hearts to fulfil' 

|tts will, and to agree, and giv^ their kingdom 

mtotbc beasts until the words of God shall be 

fulfilled'' (Rev. xvii. \j.) Ip 1260 years 

after that time, another Franco-roman eihpe- 

jqr piay be found to h^ye equally fulQUed the 

Word9;of prophecy, by as systematically taking 

it to pieces; notwithstanding a temporary 

■ • • • « ■ 

change of that system of policy for three 
years and a half: for the same hands which 
bulk sbaO pull down-^^ These shall hate the 
whore, and shall make her desolate and naked, 
and diall eat her flesh, and bum her with fire/' 
(Rev; xm 16.) 
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- TItM Htt^onxf eompkiflltiVee to. tile b^d 
of (he churclrmay powiWy be oot wholly a»F 
cribabie to capiice^ but primiipk f!»f c)«m ii 
ehare in the gbdly work^ of the re*edlfic9tioA* 
pf the &llen m^esty of papal Romo. Fog 
the; [n^ which built up the popedooo^ \i^ tkm 
&8t instance, and acquired the title of /^^ ddost 
4(m of tbc churchy was of an equally qUesClofH 
9ble nature.* And in thus reinstatiog ibbe 
pope in his long lost pageantry, and pleni- 
tude of persecuting authority for a short sear* 
son, the will of God, and the truth c^piq^btey 

will be equally fulfilled, f 

ill 

Isaiah (xxvL 20,) speaks of this period as 
a little moment^ in which, though by the si* 

* The most famous moDasteries were built* and largely en« 
dowed* and the original and future granlt offower andierrkory 
made to the church and popedom, upon the princ^ife of a 
false repntmce of the most enormous crimes, and a supposed 
atrnmunt to be made, by rich donations for the maintenance of 
superstition, and tne increase of idolatry. 

\ Makichf, i. 4* In answer to the fancied seoufity «f UiA 
re-establishment. God says, " They shall build, but l^^ 
ibrow down; and they shall call them * the bokdib. of 
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and spiritu^ ]pou^r of the beait seems, to out«- 
^Mnl«i}>pfehen8ioti^ to be set up again upon a 
^it& basis; yet his ruin, and sudden fall for 
ever is secretly preparing underneath. And 

thus will the double fall of Babylon, spoken 

• • • ... 

ijr ^ Isaiah J (xxi. 9,) as well as St J6hn, 
^Rcv. xlv. 8,)—** Babylon is failen,—is fall- 
tn^ —he literally accomplished. Her falkn, 
and falling Condition at this present time, 'is 
<vbible to every eye ; but a second fall, and ^ 
fhore ioiisptcuous catastrophe awaits herl* 
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St John has limited this brief perrod of the 

triumph df wickedness in the death of the 
witnesses, to three years and a half. A 
*^trj little matnent^ compared with her long 
TcSgn of 1260 years, before her fall com- 
menced. Then will the arm of the Lord 
awaie^f in his threatened vengeance upon 
;pr«rf Babylon^X and her dependencies ; and 

^iCKiDNiss/ and the people a^^mst whom the Lord hath 
hfJtgma/lomfor toerJ* 

* Enlarged upon in section lo. 

t In. li. 0. t Rev. x'-i. JO- 
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l^ ymSx ewii dut of bu piact^ ^^ clad wUbiseal 
as a cloak^^* to the prompt execution of it ;-r- 
while the blood of the martyrs shall sueoeBiK 
fully cry to heaven,t and the insulted card^ 
no more cover her slain.| 



If this interpretation of the prophecy of U^f 
two witnesses be (for reasons which do not 
appear to me,) deemed inadmissible, perhaps 
the other, insinuated above, that the two wit-- 
nesses here meant are the two Testaments^ 
may be more satisfactory : though it seems 
highly probable that both may be intended. 
The Old Testament, which so loudly .,pro- 
claims the unity of God^ and his abomination 
of idolatry^ disseminated the knowledge of 
Gkxl in a grieat degree all over the world, by 
means of the dispersion of the ten tribes, smd 

* Isaiah lix. 17* 

f Rev. ▼!• 11« The blood of the martyrg shio bf the fira 
penecuton and bj pagan Rome* cried to heaven for leftgouiee 
upon the bloody city. But Rome christian (or rather papalf} 
was to exceed eren the pagans in the effusion of christian 
blood, before the ripe harvest should be reaped, and the vwf^ 
be gathered. Rev. xiv* 199 ^0. 

% Isaiah xxvi. 21. 
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bj the Babylonian captivity ; and it brought 
the ragoing idolatry of the heathens first into 
quesdon, and afterwards into contempt : and 
thus it was a witness to the world before 
jQhriflt appeared. To this is the allusion of 
God's setting a sign among the gentiles^ m 
Iiaiah: (Ixvt. 19.) ^^ I will set a sign among 
them, and will send those that escape of them 
$mto the nations^ to the isles afar off^ that have 
not heard my fame, neither have seen my 
glory : and they shall declare my glory among 
thtgcfUiksr . 

The septuagint* or greek translation of the 
Old Testament, made about 250 years before 
Christ, and in general and high esteem amongst 
the jews in their dispersion, (the greek being 
at that time a language generally known,) b 
alone sufficient to entide the Old Testament 
and the jews, who communicated the knowT 
ledge of it to the learned gentiles, to be called 
Goi^s witnesses to the times before Christ. 
And the many and clear pirophecies of the 

* Sfc note *fl ifction iv. p. 93i 

E E 
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cfaristian times, of the corruption of rdigiont 
and of the su&rings of the faithful in its.' 
cause, (which are contained in the Old Testa^. 
xnec^) entitle it equally, in the times aftec 
Christ, to the same rank of honor, al^t ^ '^M^ 
fuss and prophet^ together with the New 
Testament. They both of them, with « 
strong, unanimous, and often repeated testi- 
mony iagainst the apostacy of popery, lift up* 
the warning voice, **come out of her my- 
people ;" ^ depart ye, dqiart ye, go yc out 
from thence, touch no unclean thing, go yc 
out of the midst of her ; be ye clean that bear 
the vessels of the Lord."* They both con- 
tinut, from first to last, to prophecy in sack-- 
cloth ; in a state of discouragement, disgrace, 
and persecution, more or less, in all parts of 
the Romish communion ; by bemg silenced, 
interdicted, corrupted, interpolated, and forced 
(by suitable translations) to become (as they 
call it) a nose ofwax^ between the fingers of 
his Holiness. And yet after all, firom the 
dread of die evidence these two prophets are 

t Rev, xvul. 4. Jer. 1, 8t K. 6, 45. I». xlviK.«)i iii. W. 



• * 



dupable of giving) aghast their masters, 
Ihey aiie blasphemed, aiid outraged with everjr 
^iptd^*o{ contempt; and put below 4ie Tult 
i^Bndsr and fabricated traditions of lying 

♦ TJie doctrine of the church of Rome^ with respect to tm- 
Oneii/is ^ that the scriptures contain not all tlungs necesAry to 
beMMrcd and practuedi'' but that many things betUks sm/h 
pn ffi'i omJ above scriftyr€3'''md VfLicb cannot be proved h 
mg tittimony of holy writ^ but only derived from unwritten tra- 
ditioDfl, are to be believed and practised* 

TWt notion of the insufficiency of the scripturee^and the ne- 
. Moty t£ txadhions^ k appears from chqrch iuatory and the 
tHtioDlMiei of the ancient8,(a8 Irenceua* EpiplmnhiSy TeFtulUan» 
ftc) was first brought ioto the chur«h by the Carpocratians 
and other heretics ; and is directly contrary to the warnings 
6f' our Saviour (Matt. xv.'S) and his apostles^ (2'iPieivn* 
CdL il. 8.) The couiMcil of Trent/ Sess. 4» Do^^.-l $ decUrss 
*< that the unwritten traditions belonging as well to faith as 
inannersy iniut be received with like and equal affectiott of god- 
liness and TCVerencei as the holy scripture itself.^ Andiaditts 
\eSs usf^ rilat of necessity those traditions'' also mustrbe fae- 
'fieredy vi^hich can be proved by no teitwMif^ ttriptwt, . «f What- 
'teever things the churdi of Ijloine beliefeth» holdeth, and keefi- 
eth, (saj^ Petrus a Soto,) and are not deliveied in the scrip- 
tures, .the same came by ^falLDtTiON raoM ths apostles/' 
Als^, '•►aB such observations or c^remohi^, whose ^beginning, 
author, and origin are not ktfown, or cannot Be ftmndy beyond 
■U'ddote^tbey were delivered bv the apostles." He then 

E B 2 
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The holy scripturee, being a8 opj^iMtO 

popeiy as light is tb daricness, are not wkh^ 
out reason, in these fealms of delusion,^ he^ 
held with ail eye of suspicion, and every 
way treated as enemies. But they are meli^ 
phorically ssdd, in this prophecy, to liave the 
power of avenging themselves ; and snpietb^ 
the plagues therein written^ upon their perse* 
cutors, *^ as often as they will/* And in trudi 
the scriptures have not be^n Wholly t^ithout 
their revenge, in this very way. For the scrip- 
tural catKMiine-tails was laid on upon the back 
of his Holiness, and his compeers, by the lusty 
aim of Martin Luther, with a hearty good* 
will^ nor was there any f^ulure in the liki. 
performance of this salutaiy exerdsci on the 

^ett fo woric and reckons all the followiqg as such :-*'* Tb^ 
oUatibii cf the ^aerffice of the ckar^^metremn wutiou with holj 
chnsih<*— flTDoroii^ of saints— the wurtti of 4twir— supveiiHicf 
of the pope— i0^ ctMter malung— prayers for tie dW>-^ttriai« 
fau* eonffssioii— end the necessity of satisfaction. But it is 
erident that bther tiisdilional doctrines are held as high in their 
thurch as any of these } as, the ceslihacy of the clergy — dis* 
tinctioo of mettt— purgatory— sale of pardons^^worahippinf 
of imagcs-»superstitious use of the cross, &c. kc. 

But. tfPefefyt yoU ii« p* 8S4. 
* 2 Thess, iL 1 i. 



part of Calvin, and the othct cohtrdvtfrsial 
^ters among the reformers* Thua if thd 
acripttires still continue prophesying in sadk^ 
doth, ill the dominions of the beast, they have 
bttn' etubled to speak out^ without reserve ot 
eqaivocation^ in other places. And we find^ 
1^ before the reformation broke out public^ 
ly, many exceedingly strong testimonies held 
by popish authors themselves, against the 
gross and scandalous errors and corrupiiMS 
pf the cburcb of Rome ^ and the fullest ackaow« 
ledgments that the pope was indeed the An^ 
ticbrist that was to come^ given by persons, 
Irho afterwards became popes themselves. 
^nc€ (he time of the reformation, such kind 
of ingenuous testimonies have been less fre- 
quent on the part of the Romanists, having 
been left entirely to the protestant party, and 
become an heretical opinion* 

As the ttvo tvitnesseSy in order to m^a 
good Ihat character, »ire to finish their testi- 
mony by martyrdom, either figurative or real, 

to the great exultation and joy of their ene« 
Inies r because they had ever beeu a thorn ii^ 
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tjbeir sides, and had inflicted pbigue( lipoii 
diem, which all their jesuidcal craft and plei^ 
itude cf power had been not suffideot to pre* 
veoL This also^ is not irreconcileable with 
the suppositiod, that the two testanumts mine 
(be two witnesses alluded to. It is 4)bvi0QB^ 
that if such a prosperous reverse ia the &&ii9 
cf his holinessi as the prophecies intiinate^ 
(and some learned men have declared their 
confident expectation of before the end of 
his antichristian empire) should take place^ 
their enmity against the scriptures, dldlr old 
enemies, will be inflamed and augmented. 

For the powers of darkness which first sug- 
gested it, will know then that they havt but 
k short time,* and their rancour will increase 
Tirith the encreased power of executing a full 
teverige, and taking off entirely the perpetual 
fomenters of heresy in the church, "f The 

• ^ Rcvi xii, 12. 

f The writert of the catholic party have cdme very Kttb 
short of this already^ in their contemptuous mannei* of speak* 
big of the scripturedy which had unkindly furnished their ad* 
VersarieSi the witnesaesy with so many strong argomeats agaimt 
them. They odlthe dtviae oracles very foul naiaei ; "tflfme* 
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fanner interdict will he increased to thtt' 
amount of a total withdrawing of the scrip* 
tiires altogether, and an utter extinguishing 
of the little remainmg and dubious light of 

J- 

times 41 iMM/^MfTy sometimes the ibcf and Jorge rfberetf^ some, 
times a matter of strife^ sometimes a nose of wax ; and they have 
Gomimtted them to the flames in France, England, Germany, 
aad Irdvid. That they may attain to so great perfection of 
pepery, m to find the scriptures rather officious and trouble* 
some to them, than useful for the support of their faith is very 
probable; once, long ago> they have made them to be humble 
dependents «pon the pope for their permission to exist, — qmm* 
dia w bene ges|erinU Prierius, in his Dialogues against. 
Luther* maintains — ** Pontificis authoritas major est quam 
scripturse,"— " the authority of the pope is greater than that 
oTthe scripture." And this is not more than what popes them- 
sdves have owned, and actually assunped to themselves. Pope 
Gregory the seventh proclaimed to the world, as part of his 
undoubted prerogative, — ^** Nullum capitulum nullusque liber 
canonicits habetur, absque illius authoritate.V (Dictat. xvi. in 
Cone* Rom*)-—*' That no book, nor so much as auy chapter, 
in the whok Bible would be canonical, were it not for his au« 
thority which makes it so." And pope Innocent and pope 
NidmlM I. sing the same song, which cardinal Baronius ap- 
plaud*'—^ ab arbitrio enim pontificis romani pendet quid velit 
esse in ufuversa ecclesia sacrosanctum:" (ad Ann. 553, N.224) 
" Because \% depends upon the mere will and pleasure of the roman 
JPottRj^ to bare what he pleases of sacred authority in the whole 
churcbt'? ffist, of Popery, vol.. ii. p, 1 Sh 
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their tesdmonyy which they have then left^ 
as Eu* as human powcr^ and diabdical craf^ 
can effect so ne&rious a project^ 

It will be obvious to persons at all acquaint** 
ed mth the popish controversy, how many 
strong arguments may be (at that time) urged 
by the inMible chair, for the inutility of the 
scriptures any longer to the churchy in this, 
state of her advancement to the perfectioi^ 
foretold ; and as they have been put under 
the feetf of the foulest of their writers, like 

^ Wbat bold and great attempts popeiy is capable of, ct« 
pecially in circumstances so fevorable as are aboye sc^posed^ 
may be concluded from wbat they hare actually done, in tba 
UtaUshmatt of their arrort and idolatry by many packed coun« 
cilsy and particularly the last held at Treat* The decisions of 
which» notwitbstanc^ing the yigorous opposition made» and the 
jealousy of all the christian powers^ were so notoriously under 
the direction of his holiness, that it was profanely said, the 
Holy Ghost was teat, to them, every day from Rome in m 

oloakbag. Poltf^'t Hiit^ C, T. 

f To these practices of wilfully spoiling their pasture, the 
prophet Ezekiel pointedly alludes,—*' seemeth it a small thmg 
unto you to have eaten up the good pasture, ha yi wnut trmt- 
iff^n with your feet the residue of your ^stures ? and tp ha^ 
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Ipeaxb before simne, so now they will ht Jlunig 
0way altogetber^ as not only inferior to the 
ever presaat and infidlible guide, but as having 
n'well known tendency to mislead i}M weak. 

What species of persecution or indignity 
Itmains to be added, to that they have (even 
now] in day light accumulated upon the 
holy scripture, and what else is to be expect-- 
ed, when that dismal night of the death of the 
witnesses shall draw her sable curtains over 
the prostrate world, but the extinction of all 
c^her light but only that of the ^afr^4 ^^/f^^ 
qf the popish altar f 

Pharoah, in the literal Egypt, ^^ knew not the 
Jjordi^ or rather he would not know him ; 
and he took the most direct methods to defeat 
his declared purpose, and to exterminate his 
people. It ia not too much to suppose, that 
in tbi mystical Egypt of the roman confedei^acj^ 

dmakoft^e deep waters, but ye must foul the residue ^suUhyour 

fmf^^hxA «8 for my flock, they cat that which ye hare 

iroddea wtlU your fett $ and they driok thai vsUch ye hate 

fn»M tfUifdyr fi^«"r— Ezek. xxxir., 18« 

F F 



nmitber Pbanai may in after tioMB aoae; tii 
whose mandate, to iht above efiect, tbc beati 
ff the chmr^h will not heiitate to yield a {MtDcnpc 
pbe^ence, and applaud the decree which lit 
ndther dares nor wishes to resist : the death 
of these two dd and t^&^iOoTj j^rapbit^^ luiy- 
ing (by this time) become a necessary sacrifiiDi 
to the peace and vniformty of the cathe^ 

^urch* 

* .' 

Should this ccmjecture chance to be verified 
in dther, as it probably may in htab ef these 
instances, the death qf these two prophets^ i^t 
supposed annihilation of the seriptweSy atui c^ 
their living evidences — ^the jews and the pro- 
testants,) will he matter of great exultation to 
the antichristians, and of disaster to th^ fidt& 
ful few that escape the blow* 

But there is, some how or other, a pecult* 
arity in this instance of general persecution, 
which prevents the fuU effect of the mischief 
intended agdnst the true church, and becomoi 
the foundation of a counter revdution,. sifter a ^ 
ihort period. The witnesses are dewiv^d ^- 
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itt tkicir fimner functions of life, ^^ and their 
ikad ifo£es shall lie in the. street of the great 
ta$j^ which spiritually is called Stklam and 
'JE^gyfi^ where also our Lord was crucified^ 
And they of the people, and kindreds, and 
tonli^ueB, and nations, shall see thdr dead 
totfesi three days and a half: and shall 
tux suffer their dead bodies to be put in 
graves.*' Nothing less than a deposition of 
dQ the protestant powers, civil and ecclesiasti- 
eal) firom the exercise of their present tempo- 

nl and spiritual functions, the shutting up of 
thdr churches, and the extirpation of every 
tongue that moves on the side of Jesus and 
his persecuted gospel, can answer the inten- 
tion of this prophecy ; and long and fatal ex- 
t>erience* has shewn, that whenever the power 
to do this is given to the beast, the will shall 
not be wanting* 

But though slain, the dead bodies of Christ's 

wlinesses, like his own, are exempt from the 

? cqramon law of mortality, and see no corrup- 

^ dod) bi!lt lie visible, though in a state of inani-* 

F F a 
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xnadoD) in the street^ of the gieat* dty k/i 
ccdeaiastical confederacy; disdnguished by 
the mystical names oi Sodom for the q^irituil 
Impurity of her worship, and EgyfO^ §cx the 
grossness and absurdity of it; Christ beiag 
thus, in the centre of a church calling itself 
christian^ ^ ctucified afresh and piU to an 9pm 
4bafiur (Heb. vi. 6b) All the circumstan- 
ces of this extraordinary case, shew that the 
whole is to be understood' in a figuratite 
sense ; the two prophets themselves^ and the 
death they undergo, as well as the great city^ 
where this mystical tragedy is representee^ 
And this gives great additional probability to 
iny conjecture, that the professors of the Jew- 
ish and the protestant faith, and the scriptures 
of th£ Old and New Testaments, are the real 
objects of the prophecy. 

Their last and greatest persecution hovf^ 
ever, though very terrible, (and threatening a 

■ ■ • 

* That i8, in every fati of the holy Roman catholic chnrA 
laJ ^mpune, at this time become truly catbolUf or univemL 
Heine ieetaa to be an allusion to the pottbumous persecwAm of 
the s>oor ^rotettants, by denying them g>iriftt|tn burialf wpi 
^igguig up their bonei and bumipgthem* 



iNsirpetiial de$dation of the dmrch, and an 
Qtier oidncdon of the gospel, having actually 
imcceedcsd 8o fiu: as to a total silencing of aM 
opposition,) yet shall be of no long contfn» 
iOQQ^ Such violent and rash ezperimenti 
cumot end in any lasting efiect. It has beeH 
a^ierimentally proved, that in an enlightened 
Mg^ (which deserves the appellation of tJbi 
g^ of reason J in a much higher sense than 
the athosts intend by that expression,) some 
idigion is necessary to the world in general, 
imd this grand experiment will finally prove 
liatpcperyh not that religiom The patience 
of thtf enshived nations has yet some bounds, 
beyond which it may still be too dangerous 
to urge them ; and though spiritual tyranny 
may be supported, to the efiect of silencing 
the hitherto perpetuated testimony of the 
witnesses, and depriving them, (as it is now 
imagined,) of all farther power to do mis- 
tobiid^Jbr ever^ yet " their dead bodies are not 
4uffered to he put in gravest Circumstances 
providentially raised up, will give other em- 
ployment to the existing powers, that the- 
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/froikof disM^oa' shidl not ht4bai$o ooiaii^ 
fbtdiy as thouf ituikt imsnde^ and their fb* 
Mwrt lasitrc tt^uld have ^etad» • Deprived 
<d4!7trj spAptooi of political lifq^ ytfl of db* 
gmrmpHbiBfy neither, the eriorbutiag goepd 
itftdf, nor its preachers, (kept in Htn tone of 
Mid in the hdlow of God's procecttog hand^ 
Cto be ditested. ^ After three daya and « 
ludf, 4be spirit of life frwn God entered into 
them ; and diey Aood upon their feet, and 
grtat feat fell upon th^m which saw them. 
And thef heard a gteat voice from hea^hsiEi 
saying unto them, come up hitherl^«Qd fkof 
Ascehded up to heaven in a dondi aiid their 
enemies beheld them."* 

• There is a great analogy between this figis* 
tadve resurrection of the two witnesies^ and 
that ci the dry bones in the thirty-sevendi of 
Ezekiel ; and it is probable that one aiui th^ 
tone event is intended in both places, or that 
St John has here given a furtiier illustration of 
^ekiers prophecy, by applying it more pao^^ 

* RcT. xi. 11. 



he has 4ohe in m^y 6f 4tie prophecies of 
and Idaiab, &c< '^ 

This revolu^oa of oiMnioa, io ftud to 
popery^ is represented as coming from God; 
not, at all events are ascribable, to his general 
providence and supreme will> but by a marked 
mterfosition of his power and wisdom, plainly 
discernible as bis worL even to the enemies 
of die faith, to whom he again speaks by his 
nui^ty deeds ; — ^ Beboldy ye despisers^ and 
wmukr and perish /" (Acts xiiL 41.) The con-^ 
teqneoce is, that the two prophets are called up 
to heaven, or that the gospel and its professorsi 
are called forth from their silence and places of 
retreat, by the unanimous yoice of the people;^ 

^ ^ Vox populi vox Dei, — the unanimous scn^e of the peo- 
ple is the voice of God.'* The whole histoiy of the two wit« 
oesaes is here summed up in briefs in the place where the occasion 
for the first mention of them occurs : hut the various events 
induded in this long period of their testimony f and the circum« 
ttanoet of their death and resurrection, and the final issue there* 
from to the popish cause, are touched upon hy St John separ* 
itelr afterwards, in distinct poitions of his historical prophecy. 
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•nd relig^oil is established in the thntee of 
xighteousnesSy and upon the altar of truth: 
and the speedy and total destruction of popery 
ensues, iy the sword which procccdetb o^t of 
the mouth qf Christ. (Rev* xix. 21.) 
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^be faitb and fortitude of the Martyrs — not 
the effect of enthusiastic ecstasy — but of a 
rational conviction of the truth of the gospel^ 
—and the actual fulfilment of Chris f's pro^ 
mises of spiritual support. 

The decision of this great controversy of 
Zion^ in the manner stated in the last section, 
by Christ and his everlasting gospel obtaining 
a compleat and final triumph over the long 
prevailing imposture and tyranny of antichrist, 
is another of those remarkable epochas of the 
last times^ which are spoken of in the scrip- 
tures of the prophets, as the dayofthb 
Lord; and as being still previous to his final 
or personal appearance at the last day. There 
seems to have arisen amongst the early christi- 
ans, a very general and alarming misappr^- 

* Isaiah xxxiv. 8« 
G O 



hension of what the apostle Paul had de)ii^ 
ed in personal conference^ and was still farther 
reported to have confirmed in certain epittUi 
upon this subject. And the consequences of 
suflTering such a groundless imagination of the 
day of the Lord — the coming of the Lotdy and 
many other like expressions in the apostolical 
writings, to go abroad without contradictioOi 
might have been very prejudicial to the chrism 
tian faith. 

The prevailing idea that the end of all 
things^ and the coming of Christ to the gtneral 
juagment^ were almost immediately at faand^ 
must have soon been disproved by matter of 
fact ; and would have involved the most so- 
lemn and fundamental truths of the gospel, ill 
a degree of doubt and suspicion along with ki 
Besides the other obvious ill consequences of 
creating an unreasonable terror in the minds 
of many, and a supine neglect of the neces- 
sary business of the world in many more, up* 
on the idea that in a very short space of time 
tj^e ' elements should melt with fervent heat^ 
the earth also and the works that are therein 
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•hould be burnt up." (2 Pet. iii. 10.) There 
was a necessity therefore that the apostle should 
publicly discountenance a notion of this per- 
nicious tendency, and likely to be productive 
of great discredit to religion, which ought, if 
it be true religion, to be widely distinguished 
from the holy sloth of fanaticism, by a dilJ-? 
gent attention to the necessary business of the 
worldj^ and the commendable care for poster- 

Tlie prophecies of our Lord, of bis coming 
to the destruction of Jerusalem, were perhaps 
an additional confirmation of this very general 
opinion ; as those prophecies would naturally 
be a frequent suby^ect of conversation amongst 
the christians, and liable, as well as the other 
scriptures, to be ignorautly or wilfully wrest- 
ed to a perverse meaning. The fall of Jeru- 
salem, and the total abolition of the Mosaic 
covenant and oeconomy, (as that great and 
important event was covertly and mystically 
intended in these prophecies,) were with great 
frequency alluded to in the apostolical Epistles, 

* Rom. xii- 11. "Not slothful in business, — fervent in 
Ipirit,— serving the LorJ.'* 

G G 2 
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tinder the same emblem of the day of Christy 
and his coming in his judgments."^ In some 
of those places it is spoken of as being then 
very near at hand^ and in the stile of our Sa- 
viour himself, as a topic of hope and comfort 
to the believers^ under the harassing persecu- 
tions and cruelties they endured from the em- 
bittered hatred of the jews. " Tiien, said he, 
shall they see the Son of man coming in a 
cloud, with power and great glory. And 
when these things begin to come to pass, 
then look upy and lift up your heads; for your 
redemption draweth nigh. (Luke xxi. 27.) 

How injurious an use might have been 
made of this alledged doctrine of St Paul, to 
the prejudice of the gospel, by the heretic 
and pagan opponents of the faith, at that 
early period, we may form some idea, from 
the ingenious application of it to the same 
purpose, by a very celebrated writer in our 
own timcf He builds a plausible theory, to 

♦ TTie coming of the Lord. 1 Cor. i. 7 : xv. 23. 1 Thctt. 
3v. )5 • 2 Thess. ii. 1, 8. James v. 7, 8. It draweth lugb. 
1 Thess. V. 2S. 2 Pet. if 16 : iii. *, 1'^. 

f Mr Gibbon* 



% 
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the discredit of the christian truth, and to thd 
effect of denying its heavenly influence, up-^ 
on the supposed idea of the dissolution of all 
things being immediately at band: as if this 
false report of the apostle's doctrine had been 
ihe universal and well established belief of the 
church ; and had never been publicly contra- 
dicted by St Paul himself, in a canonical 
epistle, read in all the churches. Upon this 
wholly imaginary ground, he ingeniously ac- 
counts for those bright examples of disinter- 
ested virtue and patient suffering, exhibited 
by the primitive christians ; (the number of 
which he bestows considerable pains in labor- 
ing to diminish;) and that astonishing courage, 
with which they met death and torments, not 
only without reluctance, but even courting the 
crown of martyrdom with the greatest zeal 
and exultation. He conceives the christian 
world was in general worked up to an high 
degree oi fanatical intoxication^ and stimu- 
lated by the imagined nearness of the high 
prize of their calling ; the end of the worid 
being close at hand, and with it all the cares 
wd speculations of this life being about t^ 
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ead, ^ey w.ere ajb^orbed and ov^rwhdmed 2a 
the vast .expectation of the approaching kiog*- 
dom of Christ, and the consequent honors 
and rewards to he assigned to the martyrs, as 
so many allotments in the heavenly te^tory. 
Their superstition produced a general languor 
and apathy to the innocent enjoyments of life, 
and their spiritual ambition was of force suffici- 
ent to unloose die strongest holdfasts of nature, 
hy presenting to their imaginations an interest 
stirll stronger than even that of life, and its 
dearest connecticms^ 

But a spirit of martyrdom such a,8 he honors 
by this description of it, is as incon^stent with 
the principles of the gospel, as it is with right 
reason, and the common feelings of nature : 
and the value of such an heroism and virtue 
as this, would indeed have been, as the histo* 
rian would insinuate, of a very questionable 
estimation and worth* It is very certain 
however, that he most ungenerously, and 
without justice, accuses the primitive believers 
of entertaining this unnatural and false con- 
ception, of their Master's precepts ; who in* 
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tthictd u^, do far to give ^tsbay to ibe tide of 
persecutiotty atid to indtilge the feelings <^ tkz^ 
ture, as to withdraw out of the way cS danger^ 
where it dan be done with innocence.* And 
that he as erroneously appreciates the power 
if true fait by and the influence of tbe grace of 
Gody (which our Savioui" promises to the pray- 
er of the faithful, in their pressing emergen*^ 
ciesy) and tbe extent of tbdt obedience and rea- 
sonable service which he expects from us^ 
there can be mo doubt. St Paul himself is ad 
instance to the contrary of this opinion. He 
was as well apprized of the nature and high 
Value of the crown of martyrdom, and zs de^ 
sirous to departy and be witb Cbrist^f as any 
ordinary believer could be j yet he took every 
prudent precaution for the preservation of his 
life, and surrendered it in faith and hope, at 
the time, and in the manner and circunt*^ 
stances unto which God had appointed him» 
Both he and St Peter were apprized before-* 
hand of their approaching death, yet they 
both speak oi that awful crisis with the calni^ 

• Matt* X. 23« t Phil« i. itk 
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reflection and rational sensibility of a man of 
Hie feelings nioitb us^ and not with the high 
flights and unintelligible extravagances of a 
disordered imagination* 

The miracles and personal ministry of our 
Lord were then recent, and fresh in memory} 
and the same evidences of the faith were still 
exhibited by the apostles and apostolical men 
before the eyes of the believers. If ever ** the 
power of the world to cornel^ and the infiuence 
of a faith well-founded, can be supposed to 
produce their due effects upon a rational and 
devout mind, this surely was the time when 
they must have done so. 

And in support of this argument, that thtf 
vinue and fortitude of the primitive christian^ 
in so frequently braving the terrors of death 
in the most appalling fonns, did not proceed 
from that dubious and suspected principle to 
which they have been ascribed ; but were in- 
deed the genuine fruit of the good seed sown 
by the heavenly husbandman, we have ex 
amplcs of the same kind, which arc remove 
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Ar hefoad the reach of misplcion. The re- 
"mnl of the same gospel of iife and immoftality 
-tigMh brought to ligbf at the refonnation, af. 
fbrdled examples the very same in kindyaad 
&r flWHB numerous, of that lave of Cbrist 
^bkh faiseth knowkdge^ and that contempt 
rf b6th the tierrorfe and allurements of this 
wortd^ when |daced in fuH and direct oippo- 
viticm and competition with those <^ eternity. 
The supposed motive of the imagined nearness 
of the general judgment and reward, HovMl 
not it that time operate upon the mind in any 

odicrinanfier than it always must do, where 
^ere is a rational conviction of a future state, 
and of a proportionate reward therein of faith 
and padence. Yet the same heroic courage 
and prodigality of life, the same willing sacri- 
fice of .erety thing that could enhance the va- 
lue of fife, and an equal resignation to death 
im its utmost bitterness^ were at that time the 
early and abundant fruits oi faith in the ever^ 
lasting go. pel y and the cotisequence of that 
grace of God by which we are enabled to do 
end S90er all things through Christy that 
stren^theneth us^ 

H H 



The slow and ddibente nse and ettabHsh^ 
•tnent of the reformation, aflSmrded an abundant 
harvest of glory to God, by yiel^ng addition- 
alfoid strong eridence to the power ctcbris^ 
tian principles^ independent of the imaginOl 
aid (f/anaticism ; which it rejected widi con- 
tempt, and repressed by the punishments it 
occaacmally merited. Its melanchdy pro^nesa 
was ccmtinually to be tracked with the blood 
of genuine martyrdom, and more numerous 
instances occurred of patient sufiering (6^ the 
love of Christ, and of the most cool and de^ 
liberate preference of the fiery stake, with a 
safe conscience, to accumulated honours and 
grandeur with the loss of Christ, than all the 
united rancour of the jews and pagans in the 
first ages, had occasioned* Even women and 
children *^ resisted unto blood, and overcame 
by the blood of the Lamb, and by the word 
of their testimony ; and they loved not didr 

* thii is acknowledged by this writer, to (ar a« to tbe 
greater humber e( chruHans destroyed ly chruttan persecuton; 
but he has no higher, or more, praises to besioi^ upon the^ 
nmm virtue ot the nlodern martyrs, thin upon that of the ear* 

>est sufferers in the same cause* 
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lives unto the deadi ;'' (Rev« xii. 1 1.) when 
those motives^ to which the historian of the 
roman emjure attributes so powerful an influ- 
ence, were wholly out of the question. Mag^^ 
na est Veritas^ et prevaUbit. 
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SECTION IX, 



^bt prophecy of ibe man of sin; — tkc od^ 
struction in bv way to be removed by time j 
IP— a set time for bis appearance^ — and di&^ 
ration. — He is described as-^^a lawbr^aker^ 
— blaspbemer^ — and 4ntichrist. 

The truth of the chiistian religion h^s for 
this reason, no doubt, been permitted of Fto-> 
vidence to be very closely urged, by the bdd 
hostility of its open adversaries, and attacked 
by the insidious cavils and concealed insinua* 
tions of its false friends ; that the proofs aod 
arguments it rests its pretensions upon, might 
be sifted and examined to the very bottom. 
For thus, additional and strong evidences of 
its truth and certainty have been brought for- 
ward, sufficient to supply the absence of that 
species of proof, vrhich unbelieyers so unr^i 



ionablf demand ; the continued ndnUtratiam 
0f living prophets J and the testimony of pre-^ 
fent miracles. For it amouat$ to tlfc same 
thing in eflTect^ whether we ar^ eyp witnesses 
to a miracle wrought in our own dayB^ or l^ve 
fitideuiftbly pointed oiit to our obsenration, tha 
sdll visible and operatirlg effeots of miradts 
wnnigbt ages agq, and of pi^ophecies ^eli^ti^ 
^d by holy men of old,recei|^g their accom-* 
slisbment in every age, in regular pmgressioq, 
(iown to our owa times, a&d erei^ to the end 
pf the world, 

The internal evidence of Christianity, which 
qpens itself to the minds of its sincere profess* 
ors, more especially in times of seVerfe trial, 
by the genuine influences of the illuminating, 
comforting, and supporting grace of the Holy 
Spirit, (on such occasions imparted in larger 
measure,] ever has, and ever will maintain its 
cause, against the external force of persecu-p 
don. Like the palm tree, it will rise up with 
^ divine and incoercible elasticity, against the 
superincumbent weight that presses it down. 
|t l^n^ to a fa^sc religion only, to be hb wti 
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up with £uttdcal ddusicm to a myttmaiigtni^ 
pmtanoe, wfaieh hath: nothing real i^ it;. to. 
havereeouise xopi(ms fraudi and the nfkf^ 
of Iks ;* to bolster up a false cre^ with the 
woild; and retain ita superstitioua votariea 
^)«p|l^iin th^ narrow limits prescribed to theit" 
hunger and thirsty for that spiritual suttenanoe 
frlMch it cidxcr cannot, pr dar^ not «9 lopplT; 

The apostle of the gentiles was an utter 
enemy to intfostun^ and he fully undeceives 
the christian converts, in regard to the error 
that had obtained amongst them concermng 
the DAY OF Christ, — and the pay of 
JUDGMENT : — 2fi if oue and the same event 
were intended by those phrases, wherever 
they occur, and in every application of them^ 

This is the chief purport of that famom 
prophecy of tbc man of ///7,f in chap, ii^ 



Itaah zx?oi, 15« 
i* Tie man ofim^ or AntkbrisU^-r&j this Dame all the ivf 
venwriu U tie cbrutian ftutb are tignified^ at St Joho ttji^ 
^ even now are there many Antichrists.'' (1 John it. 18.) 
Bat the diief application belongs evidently to the roman hief^* 
archy and its iipiritoal chieftain ; and that not from the be- 
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of the^ second Epistle to the Thessalonianii 
vrhich St Paul introduces there as a pontivc 
proof that the end of the world and the p^son^ 
al appearance of Christ could not beKhn^af 
At hand, as many christians^ (add espedatt)^ 
those he was then writing to) had be«i induc- 
ed to believe. He assures them thittdie did^- 
turhaace of mind which he understoodt haid 
been occasioned amongst th^m, by a stroqg 

ginning of Christianity, when the bishops of Rome were holy 

tad eiefxiplary christians t but only from the time of their a^* 

Uty flom the truth of Christy unto fables and idolatry^ and 

their Mrpition of both temporal aiid spiritual supremacy oitr 

tterj creature. There is a period liniited for the existence of 

Antichrist^ and to be dated from tie tommenceflhetU dfUf ttignf 

wifidi leiniMot b(e CMaiAly ItAown Until we see th« fend of it ; as 

widiii events hafe been assigned, to which the aJevlia'umt of 

tu time have not Corresponded. He was to rise h t4v iavti 

iu;^^ ** suo frejtiM^ temp&rif^n his own time/' but was to 

1260 years. In some respects his rise waf very etfly, 

in others much later than hai been genenShf imaglnecl. 

Some date it about the year 607» when pope Boniface, by the 

gimt of the tyrant Phocas, took up the proud title of umver* 

id JSitiop% Others refer it to the tiroes of Pipin and Chaiie^ 

magnet about 750, when he became the Sale hontf by unjust 

usttrpation of temporal power. The firvt will give the ye^ 

]jB§7* nd the second date the year 2010, for the time of Us 

Old. But if we rather think the assigned number ff the ht^tU 

€669 (Rer. x]ii,^18») Is meant to indicate tie date ifiiiriff^U 
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if^MliciM^iM of (he flear appi'Oadi oithi (tiA 
c€tlie world, and die coming of die Lc^d to 
Ihe pukthl jttdgmenr was tinfotinded, from 
whatever source diat ertot had originated 
^Thar it eould not posdbly be true, because it 
was ineobsistent with die declaradons oi die 
Hoi jr Sphic, already committed to ^pi^Mng bjr 
i^ prcfshets, and recently communicated to 
himselE He then (perhajps not widiout some 

imSiiB tif ietUri bf Hi mmnf ItwiHfix dieytnr igflSfbrtk 

It IB remarkaUe that about the year 6669 pope Vililiipiia m^ 
fated the him iervicg^ and enjoined all nations to «m up afihr; 
by which he appr^uriattd to hittself ind hit dHirdi the name 
Lai« I KOSt or Af/JK, the lOppoied luttRr and «MAr of the heaMk 

Probabflity and £icta aeem to aigue that his ccmaumptioa 
livill be slow and gradua], as has been the case since its com* 
mencement at the reformation* But his final destniction wiU 
doobt!ett be irioknt and remarkable, by the brightaest of 
. Christ's coming to the restoration of his people* «nd the dhsw> 
siy 0fiii i4iicimmy. (2 Thess, ii. 8.— -Dan. riiL 14.) 

The pope is proved to be Antichrist^ by all the proteitattt 
fiiftnesy at* and since the time of the reformation, with die ea« 
eeption of one or two hndful system mongers* Aad was so 
called by many writers of their own church before the refemh 
tva todL up the cry, and amongst them the famous Pe Uai e h l 
That it is die doctrine of the diurch of England, di^ComiBM 
Rrayvr Bo6k and Hoonliea SttftcieBtly witnesses - 
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ireliictance in Imparting so disheartening a pM* 
phecy) unfolds a scene of futuri calamity and 
persecution^ which was to afflict and waste the 
churdi of Christ before the end of the world, 
fh>m the tyranny of a monstrous and mysteri^ 
ous power^ arisen within the church itself, 
which he calls " THE man of sin." But 
he adds, that there was at present existing a 
iar^ or cause of hindrance, to prevent his ap- 
pearance ; and which should, for some time 
to come, still continue to prevent it : but that 
when this obstruction should, by time ^nd 
events, be removed out of the way, then the 
non-descript monster should appear, — ** I need 
not tcU you in this public manner, (says he,) 
neither indeed is it expedient to do so,* what 

♦ The apo8tle*3 d» licacy in not mentioning in ^Kis place, 
for the certain information of the church in general, nvhat It is 
hat been genertiUy accounted for by the traditional opii.ioa 
that it was the roman empire still existing ; and it would haVe 
beeo dangerous to have pubhshed a prophecy, at that time, of 
the approaching fall of. the •* eternal city " In process of 
time, we find the dragon gives vp his po<wer nnd his stat. and 
great authority to the least ; ( Rev. xiii. S?.) and then the man of 
iln is revealed, t» taf IccvrS x:t*^w,— suo prscstituto tempore, ia 
thi ttmejixed by preceding prophecy fgr his appeaiaace% 
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It id that kttethj or at present stands b the 
way, but must after acme time be removed^ 
and give place to the man of sin. I refer you 
to the frequent conferences we have held to- 
gether in private, upon this very subject, for 
my meaning ; as likewise for the meaning of 
the apostolical writers, in the frequent use they 
have made of that figurative expression, the 
coming of the Z(?rz/— and the day of Christ 
being at hand. Those phrases, I admit, do 
sometimes mean the great day of judgment ; 
but at other times they signify the Judgment 
and desolation of Jerusalem: and again, at 
other times, Xht judgment of the great wbore^ 
or the destruction of the man of sin^ and the 
punishment and extirpation of his long stand- 
ing apostacy and mystery of iniquity.** 

After this short paraphrase upon his intro- 
duction of this interesting subject, let us come 
to the particulars, as stated in the aposde's own 
words: (2 Thess. ii. i.) — " Now we beseech 
you, brethren, by the corabg of our I^ord 

• RcTi xvii. 1* 
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Jesus Christ, and by our gathering together 
unto him, that ye be not soon shaken in mind, 
or be troubled neither by spirit^ nor by word^ 
nor by letter^ as from us, that the DAY of 
Christ is at hand.*' It was not then at hand 
in any sense, even if taken figuratively for the 
fall of Jerusalem^ which happened some years 
after this time ;* and much less, if understood 
literally of the end of all things. He solemnly 
exhorts them, by the hope of our common 
salvation, to give no credit to such assurances, 
whether coming from men pretending to the 
gifts of the Spirit, or derived from prophecies 
equally fallacious, or from real and undisputed 
prophecies mistakenly interpreted, or from 
pretended apostolical epistles, forged and put 
about in his name. Whatever their authority 
was for such a notion, he assures th^m it 
was totally groundless. 

The day of the Lord is one of those phrases 
of the ancient prophets, which, together with 

♦ The fall of Jerusalem happened in the year of our Lord 
7O9 amd this second Epistle to the Thessalonians was written 
ftbovt the year 52, nearly twenty years before that event. 

112 
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such of their prophecies a$ remained yet to bo 
fulfilled, the prophetical writers of the New 
Testament have adopted^ and applied more 
fully and perspicuously to the subjects to ivbich 
they respectively belong. The sense in which 
it was used by Malachi and some others, was 
only in part Julfilled by the incarnation, or 
coming of Christ in the flesh ; which was the 
pawning of that great and terrible day^ for 
such it proved to his own unprepared and un- 
believing people. And as it included a great 
many particulars, and comprehended a con- 
siderable portion of time, it did not end but 
with the end of the worlds or the fall of the 
city and temple, and the close of the Mosaic 
oeconomy^ figuratively so called. Wherever in 
the apostolical writings it is said that the day 
pf the Lord is at bandy that event is alluded 
to; and St Paul assures the believers, that in 
any other sense, the expectation of the coming 
of Christ, either figuratively to the destruction 
of the man of sin ^ or really and personally tq 
the general judgment y was premature. 

* Malachi iv. 5. 
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^* Let fto man deceive you by any means^ 
for that day shall not come except there come 
a falling away first, and that man of sin be re t 
yealed, the spn of perdition.*' — ^^B?fore the 
coming of the day of judgment, which you 
apprehend to be so near, there shall arise an 
Qpostacy^ from the faith of the gospel, which 
shall go to so great a length, that it shall give 
birth to a mysterious character of a singular 
boldness of impiety ind wickedness, in so 
much that I cannot find a name more appro- 
priate for him, than that of the man of sin\ 

* irt Imf fci iX6ij tf elx'^stwrn w^SiTttj^^(non) enim {aJvemet 
fiet Chrutt) quin venerit defectio prius. llla supplenda esse 
ostendit ipsa constructionis series, eays Beza. Our english 
translation has a peculiar awkwardness here» in copying so 
closely the greek idiom, — " That day shall not come except 
there come first an apostacy :" — the meaning is, it is as sura 
to come as the day of judgment itself. And that it was a real 
and great apostacy ^ in the worst sense of that word, and no 
failing away of immaterial importance, we soon are informed 
^rom the apostle's description of it which follows* 

f i ii^^ix^i rn$ ttfutfruc^, — homo ille peccati. Beza in his 
note interprets it, " homo ille merum scelus /" and adds, ** loqui* 
tur autem Paulas de jfntichrisiOf tanquam de uno quoplam homne^ 
quum tamen totum ecclesiasticse tyrannidis corpus intelligit." 
Though the apostle speaks of Jntichrisi as oione man, he means 
|h9 whol? system of the ecclesiastical tyranny. Let tl\os^ ^l^o. 
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tb^ son 6f perdition. To shew, that he Was 
an offender q& no ordinary description, the 
apostle adds the article to his name, to distiti'^ 
guish him as the chief oi sinners, and bestows 
^pon him the benediction of anothef epithet, 
peculiarly descriptive of the nature of his 
wickedness^ as a law breaker-*-he calls him 
** the lawless one^^"^ — in our translation ** that 
wicked one^ And at the same time, he 

think that a nn^e in&Mual is tneanty sap h^, shew me soy 
snth man whose existence has been perpetuated from the day I 
of St Paul, and will continue to the day of judgment. 

• i ai»fu(i ex lex ille,— qui legem Dei prorsus et exprpfitn 
conculcabit.— Beza. *♦ The lawless one,** — "one who tramples 
Utfder his feet the law of Gad» by pretending to a superior oh* 
thorky.*^ Beza justly censures the tt^nshtion of the Vulgate 
and iirasmusy as he might ours too, for net sufficiently cxprrss^ 
ilig the meaning of the original by ** iniyiui ilU^' — *• tht wtci* 
edonc'^^ whereas the apostle alludes to his hwfesi deeds* ab« 
rogating the mjorslyip of the true Cod^ and the lutus of the firsl 
iabUy by the idolatrous service of th* mass ! The pope is fre- 
quently called by the canonists <* Deus noster papa^** — *• oxit 
Gdd the pope!" And Gratiap says, that •*the pope can 
dispense agakut the law of nature^ and agaimt aMy rf St PauPt 
ephtles:*' — afid Capicianus assigns the reason, **guiapi^i/ 
major apostolo ;" << because the pope is gt^eater than an apoi* 
tie.*' It is well known that he hath deserved this epithet of 
&Ww, by his *^cbanftng timei and ^eat(mti*\ and ^^petuh^ 
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gives us a few of the strong lineaments of hia 
portrait, which fully make good his peculiar 
title to those names. He specifies in particu* 
cular his pri^k and arrcgancy^^his hatred cf 
the trutbj and determined bastility to its ad« 
vocates, — his flagrant impiety^ and horrible 
blasphtmy^ with other similar practices of this 
holy head of the apostacy* 

The ancient prophets, from whom St Paul, 
as an inspired man himself, authoritatively 
took his description of the man of sin^ have 

Hukbi aboJuhthg^ adding to, mutUattngf and every way alterifig the 
kw8 of God and nature^ and the peculiar institutions of Jesut 
Christy— whose throne he has usttrped, and upon aH occasions 
proyed to him i drrtKUfitf^, — an antagonist^ or jinilcbriM% in 
the inost eminent degree ; so as to have cast all other Anti- 
christs entirely into the shade. There have been popes adul* 
terertt mceituous^ sodomites ^ folsonduSf sortererSy and pope Jo Ad 
whtKim Leo X* the persecutor of Luther, about the year 
15120y was an atheists " Cardinal] Bembo quiddam ex evangelica 
Listoria pioponenti respondit> < quantum nobis nostrlsque ; ea de 
Cbrlsto fabula profueritf satis omnibus secults notum/ — Cardinal 
Bembo once mentioning to him something from the gospel 
history* 'aye, replied he, that fable of Christ has been a 
good mikh cow to us and our friends* as is well kjiown to all 
ages.' *'— Catal. Test. Verltat. torn. ii. Jib. 20. 

JJlsf* of Popery. 
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given very much the same account of him : 
particularly Daniel, (vii, 24, 25: viiL 23: 

3"* 36, 37» 38, 39>) Isaiah, (xiv. 5, &c) 
Jeremiah J^xiiL 19: xxx. 23,) and the 
Psalmist, (in the xxxvi. and L Psalms.) But 
St John in his apocalypse, written long after 
the death of St Paul, has in an a/most bistort^ 
cal series^ combined every thing that the pro^ 
phets bad written in a scattered manner of 
this great mystery cSf iniijuity, which St Paul 
observed, had already begun to work, though 
it could not attain to its full power till the ex- 
isting obstruction should be removed. St Paul 
in this place calls him the son of perdition ^^^ 
and St John says of him which goetb intoper-^ 
ditiony (Rev. xvii. 8,) — because perdition, by 
a catastrophe so horrible and amazing, that the 
word perdition might be applied to it in the 
highest degree, was the lot ordained for him in 
the foreknowledge of God ; or else, because 

his origin was from the evil suggestions of 
the father ofperdition^ inflaming the insatiable 
cupidity . and ambition of the Pontiffs and 
lordly churchmen, to the introdilction of cor- 
ruptions tending to the destruction of souls, 
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and the aggrandisement of the power and 
riches of the church; 

^ Who opjioseth *' — (Christ and his truth,) 
< — ^ and exalteth himself above all that is call-* 
ed Godi or is worshipped; so that he, as God, 
iatteth in the temple of God, shewing himself 
that he is God^ — It was the impious flattery 
of the romans in the times of their degener^ 
acy, ta give divine titles to their emperors, 
and build temples and altars to them even 
while living. But this " son of wickedness '' 
will not be content with the flattery of titles 
usurped from the heathen gods, which he 
knows " were no gpds^^'^ but wicked and 
apostate qpirits like himseE He will be call- 
ed ^cr the ** God of Godsl' (Dan. xi. 36,) 
and 6xalt his throne far above the gods of this 
lower world,t although they are the greatest 
longs and emperors. He seats himself in the 
true temple or church of the true and most 
high God^ and there, even upon the very 

* t Kings xix. 18. 

f John X. S4. Ps. \xxxxL 6. " t said ye tre goiiV — 
hiiiccf II114 prophets so called. 

K K 



ijtar,* receives adoration* He itsitrj[» ttie 
power ^ and attributes^ and name of God;f and 

* Sittiiig upon the high altar of St Peter's churcb* the new 
taiade pope is worshipped by his cardinalsy as GoJPt refresenia* 
6oe on earth ; but-th^ attril^tttes of diTihity and names of God 
tbcy ascribe to hinif shew ^t be is worshipped as more than 
u vkarimu gpJL The medal struck for the oocaskm has the 
motto, ** qmn creant aJorant ''—'«< they first create $»ii then 
adore him \** and it represents this fictitious ditiniiy dttiog en- 
d&rioed upon the altar, and two car^nals proalmte befoK bias. 
floBmrn^^fMUBij^mBd merty% in the tfemisskm csf ains^ mtt 
the incommunicable attributes of the Divinity*-— ^' Tbis nud 
tl^uphmahffar v>bo eon forpvt Hnif iui God onfyf** was the 
tmjust objection of the jews against our Saviouir } and the Uas^ 
phemous usurpation of the same power is» with gicat juatkey 
objected to the pope. It was the scandalous sale and mfieof 
mdulgmcti mid pardoni that stirred the spirit of Liitbert and 
paved the way for the reformation. Pope L^ X. in the late« 
ran council, accepted the blasphemous flattery of die title of 
^ttelumrfiie trUn of jftuUt^^-^U not this truly Antidiritf^ 
who usurps his throne^ and fonutr^ and atfrihiUif and even hit 
very thlu? (Rev, v. 5.) 

f Pope Gregory I. who himself introduced much Unftichmti^ 
anism into the church, censures John IV. Fatriardi of Cds« 
stantmople, for affecting the title, of tmivenal Mof, winch V 
considers as a mark of Antichrist, and applies to him Isaiahi 

m 

(xiv.) where Lucs/er exalts liis throne equal ttnth OmL 

In mere spite to John, Gregrory immediately took to him- 
self the lowly title pf ** senms iervorum 2}«^''— which his sno- 
cesaors Have continued, but with actions little corresponding \ 
for the popes soon took the title of universal bishopi, and added 



X3X>t xxnij set$ himself up above all earthly 
powers, but above the Majesty of heaven too, 
by abrogating and annulling the laws that God 
hath made, as if the pretended holy father^ and 
pot p)ir most blessed Lord Jesus Christ, had 
)Xi of " the key of David, and open- 
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to it namet (fUtuphemyt — capui tothu^ ecclesUf^-^fater eccktUf—' 
fim tuksmi^-^sponsnt eeekstSf — and m«ttr eeektU^ Naf , as if 
t^ pope had actuaDy deposed our Lord Chriit from his head- 
abip^ (Eplies.i. 92,) he often stiles himself ** Cbrut't iue- 
ttstor^* So he is called *< Dew in terrUf God on earth," hy 
Ahanus, (dipotest. papa).—** Ctelestium, terrestriwiif et mferi* 
"ttum d/mbttMif lord of things in heaven, and things in earth, 
and things under the earth," by Anthonius;— "^A^« rtgum 
dommu dmltian^m, king of kings, and lord of lords," in 

the ExTRATAOANTS. 

Pope Paul V, about the year 1621, caused his picture to be 
drawn, with this inscription, " Paulo V. vice deo, — to Paul V, 
a vice-god." What is very remarkable in this is, that the 
mmural tdiert of the latin inscription giyes exactly the number 
of tlie beast, 6^. (Rev. xiii. 18.) 

Pope Sixtus IV. had a triqmphal arch erected to him, with 
this blasphemous distich inscribed,-—* 

Oracio vocis musidi moderaris habenasi 
^t merito in terris diceris esse deus,"— • 
'* Year voice, as a divine oracle, governs the afiairs of this 
worlds You justly merit to be called god«"-~And so he is 
galled often by the canonists, ** dumrnu dm mnier ftfa% oar 
{«fird God the pope." Ifhf. ofPifery* 

K K 2 
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eth and no man shatteth, and shutteth and no 
man openeth."* (Rev, iii. 7.) 

The prophet Zechariah gives us an hiero- 
glyphic of this portentous mass of impiety and 
blasphemy, — " merum scehis^^ --^wickedness 
personified! under the emblem of a womaq 
sitting in the midst of an ephah, with thp in- 
scription under the picture, ^ this is wicked^ 
ness.^^ (Zech. v. 8.) And the prophet Dar 

* God nys in the second commandment ** t^ Jmb m$ 
nuJte to ibytelfanyiravctt image f ^c. — thou shali aoi tow down to 
them nor serve them*** But what ti^ys the pope and hit council^ 
—Thou shah do both ! and to mend the matter, they double 
the faulty by wholly blotting out the second eommandment in their 
yulgar catechisms ; and to make up the number, and give God 
his due tale, U^ey divide the tenth commandment into two. it 
is thus omitted in the *' Hone beats virg^nis," and in ^ the 
office of the Blessed Virgin" in latin and english, for the use of 
the english catholics.— jlfon ofSin^ B. ii, p. 145. 

f The cphah was a measure of com, and bread is the staff 
of life, and the emblem of our ifiritudt sustenance administered 
through the church* This mystical representatiou therefore 
imports wickedness sitting ia the midst of the churchy and upon the 
Tital power of reh'gion, to corrupt even that which was given 
to he the bread ofUfe and the spiritual sustenance of our souk. 
Hpw literally just the application is, appears peculiarly in the 
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nlel* and St Johnf have both drawn the man 
of stn with the same features as St Paul in this 
place, and in Tim. iv. i, &c. 

^ Remember ye not that when I was yet 
with you^ I told you these things ? And now 
ye know what withholdeth that he might be 
revealed in his time." There is a set time fix- 
%5d in prophecy for the rise of the man of sin^ 
and a determinate period for his tyranny t6 
continue. The latter we know to be iz6q 
years; but on account of the obscurity essen- 
tial to prophecies of this nature and conse- 
quence, while yet unfulfilled, the exact com- 
mencement of his reign cannot be known, 
until we first have seen the end of it. Saint 
Paul has here intimated that he should not 
come until after the rempval of the s?at of 
empire from Rome 4 and Saint John agrees 

wonhipping of the cpnjecratcd nxsafer^ with the same worship 
they pay to Christ himself; thus transuhstantiating the holy 
sacramei^t into a snare for the soul, and Christ himself into an 
idoL 

• Dam vii. 25 J viii. 23 ; xi. 96. t Re^* »»^* 6» ^c. 

X St Paul has declined saying any thing expre^ilj on thi^ 
f|ibject| in a public epigtle to the christian chur^hef j hut th« 
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ivdth hlnx hereiiiii. havinig sud that the dragon 
(or perseeuting^. pag^ emperor of Rome) 
should yield up bis seat and umversal imperial 
despotism, to be wielded (though in a some- 
what different manner,*) by ttis wprthy suo- 
cessor, the man of sin* And he describes him 
^ ^^ having two horns as a lamb,*' but the 
yoice (or language) and imperious stile qi the 
dragon, or ori^al roman pagan emperorii^ 
(Rev;,xiii« i u) Ho had a double power, ec^ 

opinion current amongit the Others ity that he affuded to tk 
looHUi empire where he tays» ^ K«ii w rk »mi%— Jimii^ whrt 
«k ohfrvakm that Uieaia the way is, ye kno^** Iren9Qii% dia 
disciple of Polycarp the disciple of St John, .says it is the to* 
ffum en^e ; and from this source the tradition w^ probaUf 
demeds ataUeventSy time has since proofed that dpunon to 
he true. 

* Daniel e y e i y wh e re describes this motley power aa beiif 
pngular in ks Htui, and like none of the former occupiers of the 
imperial seat.—'* He shall be diverse from the first, and shaQ 
fididoe three kings. And he shall j^/ii ^Aif w^rdttgtimt 
the Most High, and shall wcdr out tie sainU of the Most H^, 
and think to change times and laws ; and they shall be giren intq 
his hand, until a time and times, and the dividing of time.'^ 
(Dan. vii* 24.) ** A king of fierce countenance, and tmdtf* 
ftamBng dark tentenceSf shall stand up, and his power shall be 
mighty, but mot bt his own powEa, &c/' (Dan. Till. S^ 
2i. 25. See also Dap, xi. 86, S7i 38, 39.) 
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tknanicat and tmpwal Ht fe^s Umself 
the iept^entative of the jLmt^, and the vicar 
6f Qirist ; but his bulls and exoommUnioH 
dons afe thiitidef ed forth with all the terror 
\irhich formerly accompanied the cruel edicts 
^ the dragon. 

But such marks ad Uiese^ tbotigh diey cdii^ 
«ide with the general tenor of the prophecies^ 
tad jpoint out plaanly tibe persoii lAeanti 7eC 
they dedde notlung with respect to the tim 
ifbii 'Opptarancey which yet is, doubdess, <k- 
tem^bsttely fixed; because it is said to be bis 
tsimm th/ne^ or the 6eason appointed for hiou 
Thus the coming of the Messias is spoken of 
in the same manner, to have been in the tnd 
tfthe W9rkly (or Mosaic dispensation,) and iH 
the fuUncss of time ; which amounts to the 
same as \v tu Iuvth Kutpii' suo prastituto teni'^ 
rp art i n the time afore ordained for his comings 
And we know that that time was precisely 
fixed, even to the very year, by Daniel, in hi^ 
prophecy of the seventy weeks* But as that 
projrfieey was by divine wisdom so contrived^ 
that it should not be fully understood urilO 
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explained by the event ; so there is the same 
necessity for a like uncertainty, as to the e:sacl 
date in thist When our blessed Lord foretdd 
the destruction of Jerusalem, he ^ke of it| 
for the same reason, in terms equally undefin^ 
edy and by dropping general hints and signs of 
the time approaching ; arid declared that ^ of 
that day and hour inowetb no many no not the 
angds which are in heaven, neither the Son, 
but the Father/' (Mark jdiL 32.)* So Saint 
Paul might know nothing more of the precise 
time of the rise of antichrist, than that the de^ 
cline and fall of the empire was to prepare the 
way for it, and as St James, when he said that 
the ruin of Jerusalem, or coming of the Lard^ 
was at bandy might have gathered his intelli- 
gence from the twenty-fourth chapter of Saiitf 
Matthew's gospel, and traditional opinion. 

* Our divine Lord sometimes Speaks of himself as the mail 
Christ JesuSy and what he delivers at such times is not to be ap- 
plied to his diviney but human nature. In his state of hum3i- 
ation his knowledge tvas tvueptlhlc of Increase^ (Luke ii. S%) 
and liable (as here declared) to imiiation* But as God k hetr 
aUtbingt^ (Johnxvi.SO: xvi, 15.]— things unutterable, an^ 
not fit to be revealed* 
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^ For the mystery of iniquity doth already 
work) only be who lettcth^ will let^ until he 
be taken out of the way."-*— There were even 
at that time, symptoms of those con-uptions 
in the church, by the pride of preeminence 
in the episcopal dignity, and a false humility 
in icorshipping of angels^ which were in after 
Agfes <Ql be carried to their greatest height, 
when ' the obstructing cause being removed, 
Antichrist should start from the canvass in his 
proper form. In the very days of the apos- 
tles many detestable heresies were broached, 
of which the great apostacy of the man of sin, 
in his own time, would embrace the greater 
partj and establish them by decrees of coun- 
cils,' and edicts from the infallible chair ; the 
scriptures being then of very inferior author^ 
ily^ and generally unknown^ and the fathers, 
and other ancient evidences for Christ, having 
been by pious frauds and seasonable interpo- 
lations, taught to speak as good catholics. 

The apostle here calls it a mystery^ as well 
]ie. might. Christ has his mysteries, for 

V gifeat is the mystery of godliness^^ ( i Tim^ 

■i 

L L 
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iiL 1 6,) and it is made up of many mysteries, 
which all surpass our present comprehension.^ 
Antichrist also has his, a mystery of iniquity l\ 
So wonderful a mystery, that St John, when 
he had it represented before him in prophetic 
vision, though he had seen many wonders 
before, was now above measure astOfushed to 
behold the church of Christ in such a garb i 

6,) — miratus sum^ quum vidercm illam^ oibni^ 
ratione viagna ! I wondered with a great as^ 
tonisbment P^ 

Our wonder in these days is greatly abat-* 
ed, even though the thing itself sdll exists, 
of which St John only saw the type. Long 
acquaintance with things wears off the aston- 
ishment of a first impression. And besides, 
after so much acrimonious discussion as the 

* Ephes, T. 82.— The union of Ckritt and the chmck*-? 
1 Cor. XV. 51 9 — Of the great change— union of the dirine 
and human nature in Christ— Doctrine of the Trimtja &c. 
Ephes. ill. 4: vi. 19* 1 Cor. vr» I. Matt. uL II9 kc* 

1 

t 2 Thess. ii. 7« Rer. zfii. 5. The mass, and VVH 
as the lump, all a mjsteiy. 
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fobject has undergone since the reformatiodi 
ilie chief mysteries of popery are prudently (in 
Iprotestant countries) kept out of sight, and ita 
hard and prominent features softened ddwtf, 
and the paint and patches raked off in so great 
a degree, that the good old woman Jezebel 
looks no more like the portrait drawn for her 
in the prophecies, than pope Joan was lik^ a 
christian bishop, when she was ta^en in labour 
in the public streets of Rome, in pontificali- 
bus, and in the middle of a holy procession.* 

* The pro^heciesy iii many instances, tiave wonaerfully re« 
ceiTed even a RteraJ as well as ajlguraiivi accompTuhment* The 
hiitoiy of Po?B Joan is established upon the testimony of so 
many authors of undoubted credit, many huildh^ years before 
LdrMBRy that the fact cannot bb doubted. This was pope John 
VIII. the immediate successor of Lto IV. and before Bene- 
diet III* and was afterwards called Joan. Her name was Gil« 
betta, boin at Mentz in Germany. By dissembling her sex^ 
and making great proficiency in learning, she got into the m* 
faXBUe char about the year of dur Lord 854. She &11 in tra- 
wl in a solemn procession to the Lateran, in the open street* 
between the theatre Colosseum and St dementis church ; and 
was there deliyered, having been pope above two ^ears. In 
detestation of this disgraceful accident, the popes ever after- 
wards dettmedto fan that way ; and, to prevent being so cheat- 
ed any more, when a pope is elected and seated in Saint Peter's 
chaifi theie is a hole made in the bottom, through which the 

j: L 2 
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juniot cardinal U to search him, and upon finding all riglit» the 
news 18 joyfully proclaimed to the crowd — nuu nohu est domhmtf 
0~(mr'lord the pope is a man I From which use, the said seat is 
called sedes stercorariat from its near resembk nee to a close stooL 
1 he papists stoutly deny the whole> and pretend that the use 
of the sedes stercoraria was only to put the new divwiiy in mind 
' of his occasions, and that he was still a mortaL — ^'i his is the 
reason given hy Platina. If this probation of popes is not still 
practised y one of their own authors^ Johannes PaniKmiii8» thus 
gives the reason : 

Non poterat quisquis reserantes ztliera daves 

Non exploratis sumere testuulls* 
Cur igitur ncstro mos hie jam tempore cessat i 
AnU prolat sese quiiibet eue virtmu 

No pope of old assum'd th' unerring keys*. 
But first he past the test of 's rem and re's : 
And why not now that search ? Because each can 
By numeroub bastards prove himself a man* 

Hist, of Popery f vol* ii» p. SS9* 
Great Babylon is charged, both by the ancient prophets and 
St lohn, with wboredomf in allusion to her idolatry atUl nfostacj 
from the true God^ which figuratively is so called, as Cod is the 
husband of the church • " Because o£tbe multitude of tig where^ 
doms of the well-favored harlot^ the mistress of witchcraftsy that 
selleth nations through her luhoredomsf and families through her 
witchcrafts; behold I am against thee> saith the Lord of Hosts» 
£nd 1 will discover thy skirts upon thy facet and I will shew 
the nations thy nakedness, and the kingdoms thy shame«" 
(^ahl:m iii. 4, 5.) Yet the prophecies often receive also a 
litercl accontplisbment^ as in the above fact of a timals popit 
and the adulterous, incestuous, and sodomitical practices of 
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many of them ; and the public encoura^ment given to the 
atews at Rome, from which his holiness drew a revenue of 
40*000 crowns a-year, by way of taxation. The notoriety of 
their practices gave occasion to frequent lampoons on the holt 

VATHBRSt 

Quid quxris tatetf sit mas an foemina cybo I 
respice natorum, pignora certa, gregem* 

Pontificis Paul I testes ne Roma requiras ; 
£lia quam geauit^ aat dooet esae marem* 

Hut. ofPtfarym 



SECTION X. 



The expectation and dread of the coming ftfAS^ 
TiCHRisT — an alarm not wholly groundless i 
as bis actions have testified. — Prophetic 
Psalms agreeing with the general prophecies 
of antichrist and the sufferingi and restora- 
tion of the church. — Popery the present o^ 
stack to the conversion of the jews.— Its fall 
double^ — a gradual melting away by the heal 
of the gospel Sun^— and p final destruction 
by an exemplary judgments 

If, in the dme of St Paul, the mystery of in- 
iquity was already workings at the latter pc* 
nod of St John^s writing it was perhaps con^ 
siderably farther advanced, as it seems likely 
from the several charges given to the seveii 
churches of Asia, and from his epistles, in 
which he mentions the frequency even then 
of antichrists, of a dmilar description in point 
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dE BRROR, thou^ of less power to afflict the 
church, than he, th? antichrist, who was to 
come. 

The seeds of antichristiamsm haying been 
sown, and sprouted, and bom fruit thus early, 
occasions tbc dtfficuhj 'rf fixing upon any exad 
datCj from whence to compute the 1260 years 
of the reign of antichrist, or the man of sin. 
Saint P^ul, in this place, addressix^ himself to 
his converts, with whom he had held many 
personal conversations upon the subject, only 
says thus much-~^^ now you inow^ what I 
mean, and ^ what it is that httetb^^ or pre** 
yenteth the immediate activity and despotism of 
the man of sin, and will continue to prevent it 
for some condderable time to come* It is a great 
confirmation of ^e truth of the current opi-t 
ni(Mi, that it was the strength and stability of 
the roman empire at tbat time^ (which St Paul 
meant, and the christians, as he intimates, had 
a general but secret understanding of,) that 
they put up public prayers ^r tbe preservation 
of the emperor and empire. And this was done, 
fi9C only as it b a christian duty to ^ bless, 
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and pmy for our enemies, and them t that hate 
and persecute us unjnsdy," byt also in the.con<* 
fident expectation that, upon the dissolution of 
the empire^ the most dreadful calamities would 
be&Il the . church, and more terribb than all 
die persecudons they had endured under the 
tniekj of the pagan emperors*^ 

Dt Whid)7, who has a singiilair.ofnniDn of 
his own to maintain upon thb subj^yet sdll 
sdlows Uxat such an' opinion of the rk %ati%^i 
or present in^edment in die way of > die man 
of ^n, was generally current amongst the &^ 
thers'; ^ and as the knowledge of that circum)^ 
stance was rather matter of curiosity than^use; 
it might have been (by the appsde) trusted tQ 
tradition, for the conveyance of it to future 
times. The certain truth, however, of that 
tradition has been well established by hi3tory 
fmd facts, Machiavel hunself,t (in his history 

* Thalt, together with much of the truths the. fathers held 
loany erroneous noiioat of antichntt, U easily accounted for, ai 
the prophecy was then future. 

f Bishop Newton on the ProphecieSi voL ii« p. 40S< Hif^ 
of Florence, fi« u p* 6* 
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of Florence^) ^ving evidence sufEcient for the 
convicdon of popery, without perceiving the 
drift of his own testimony. He has shewn 
the ori^ of the greatness and arrogance of 
the bbhop of Rome, the gradual increase of 
his power, and the means by which he became 
a temporal potentate, and put on his trippie 
crown. 

" Then 3hall that wicked one be revealed, 

whom the Lord shall consume with the spirit 

of his mouth, and destroy with the brightness 

of his coming." — " He who now letteth, and 

will let, until h6 be taken out of the way," as 

the apostle had before said, was accordingly 

removed, and elbow room made for his Holi- 
ness; by the dissolution of the Roman govern'^ 

menty and the exile of the last of the Roman 
emperoirs, called in derision Augustulus, which 
happened in the year 475. The epithet here 
applied to the man of sin ^ avof^og^ ex lex ille^ 
that lawless one^ is a pointed allusion to a 

* The force of this epithet is lost in our translation, by ren# 
dering it-^** that wicked one^* whereat it was designed to in- 
timate the fartuular ducrtptm ofh'u wkkidneui qq account QJf 
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very disdnguidbing part of his chaiactiir^ in 
dispensing with all Lavs^ human and divine } 
absolving from the most sokmn oaths; dissolv* 
ing the aUegiance of subjects to their natund 
sovereigns ; laying whole kingdoms tmder an 
uatrdict^ and changing even the laws of 
God, and the two sacred institutions of Jesus 
Christ :f nay, and even compelling the realms 

% 

ljrliich> he eminently deserves the title of • «yraci//ia9^K— *' the 
Adversary," and • «» t/;^^*^**— " the Antichrist." 

* The papal mterJUtt which shut up the churches, and put 
a total stop to all the offices of religion, except baptism and 
burying the dead, had, in the days <^ 8iq>ei«tttioB, «&# mvf 
imifymg ifftcu. This was an imphui mmuiy o£ the majesty 
of the Supreme Ruler of the universe, in with-holding finom 
offending nations the genial influences of the heaven above, and 
the fcrtihtyof the eaith beneath: — **thy AMtws that is over 
thy head shall be brass, and the earth that is under thee shaAhe 
iron." (Deut. xxviii.22.) 

f . In sect. ix« p« 252, 1 have remarked the sacrilegious im- 
piety of the church of Rome in omitting the second eommaadaentf 
and dividing into two the tenth, for the countenancing of idol- 
atry. They have taken the same liberty with the sacnanait 
of the Lord's supper, by omitting one half of it^ in with-holdiBg 
the we of the cup from the laity, upon the pretence that the 
^bread% (being transubstantiated into the real body of Christ,) 
contains the whde body» and consequently the blood in it, 
^ w^out. need of the wine. The other saownent of baptism is 
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Hff the dead to yield implicit obedience to his 
dread command^^ 

St Paid seems to have copied Daniel very 
cloidy in his description of the man of sin^ 
and his doctrines and practices* — ^ He shall 
think to change times and laws^ and they shall 
be given into his hand, until a time^ and times ^ 
and the dividing of time J^^ (Daniel viL 25.) 

also corrupted with exorcisntf and the mijcture of ofl and lab 
with the water^ and the use of many crosimgtf and superstitious 
imd idofatnttu ceremonies^ more allied to sorcery than to christian^ 
ity. It is not without reasoni that in the prophecies they are . 

•o often and loudly charged with enchantmeais and sorcery^ 
for the wicked abominations with which they have *^ changed 
the truth of God into a lie/* and the pure ordinances of Jesus 
Christ into idolatry and heathenism, 

* The doctrine of purgatory was coined without any foun- 
dation in scripture, to give this power to the pope, of opening 
jor shutting the gates of the infernal prison at his pleasure ; and 
on this sandy foundation the treasury of his Holiness is built, 
arising from masses for the souh of the dead, indulgences f and 
fardmuf &c% See sect, xi* 

f A timCf (as all interpreters render this prophetical nota* 
tion,) i^gaifies a year ; and timesy two years ; and half a time, 
half a year ^ that is, three years and a half which is to be com- 
puted according to the nature ani genius of the prophetic 

fau^goage. And as the andent Jewish year consisted of V4 

M M 2 
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^ The King* shall dp according unto his v»ilt^ 
and he shall exalt himself, and magnify him-i 
self above every Gody and shall speak marvel'^ 
bus things against the God of gods^ and shall 
prosper till the indignation-^(upon Israel)—) 
be accomplished. For that which i$ det^^ 
mined shall be done." 

months, and each month of SO days, this is ] 260 Ji^St or iQ 
end 2 months f as it is reckoned in Rev, xi. % S : xiL 6f ]4.»— 
jt day 9 in the stile of the prophets, is a year^ (Ezek. vw, 6,) 
therefore 42 months, or 1260 days, are so many years- The 
aayingy ** they shaB he given mto hU handf* seems to imply that 
the conmiencement of this fixed penod for the reign of And- 
Christ, is to be dated from the fidl estabrtshment of the papal 
power and supremacy.— -Bishop Newton, vol. i. p, 489* 

* King. — ^This does not imply that he should be ttrictfy M 
Mngf but a potentate wielding a temporal power, as Viigil de- 
scribes the high priest of Apollo, ** rex idem atque iocerdas^^^ 
hah priest and hing.'* The popes have closely followed the 
customs of their pagaH predecessors in every thing ; most or all 
of their superstitious rites being nearly the very same as those 
the heathens used in their worship of the gods* He may well be 
called a king, at le^t in the stile of prophecy, who wears not 
only one, but three crowns upon his cap. Isaiah (xxXi 39,) csHs 
him a hingf and Daniel, (vii. 24 « viii. ^3: xi« 36,) where he 
also remarks the peculiarities of this dread sovereign rf g9ds m4 
fiiffi, wherein he should be dkvtrsefrom aU other iings, wfA ai^« 
tolutely without a paralld* 



«69 

St John^s account of him is the same :<^ 
^ And there was given unto him a mouth 
faking great things and blasphemies. And 
t)ower was given unto him to continue forty 
and two months^ (Rev. xiii. 5.) The inspir- 
ed author of the ninety-fourth psalm also, has 
touched upon the most striking particulars 
which should distinguish this very singular 
« THRONE of INIQUITY," or staol of wicked^ 
ncssj which frameth mischief as a law ;" and 
the instances he gives, are such as do not cor* 
respond with any other empire that ever existr 
ed, but form a cap admirably fitted to the 
pope^s head. He begins by calling upon God 
XD forbear no longer^ but to avenge the injuries 
of his persecuted church and saints. Verse 3, 
he alludes to the long duration of this triumph- 
fmt wick^ness. — ^Ver. 4, to his imperious tonf ; 
the vcwce of the dragon, and the ** moutb speaks 

ing great things and blasphemies^^ — ^Ver. 6, the 
murderous persecutions by which they " break 
in pieces God^s people j and afflict bis heritage.^^ 
— Vcr. 7, &c. their blindness to the nature of 
Qod, as if he could be pleased with human 
facrifices, as our Saviour had prophetically S3jd 
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^whosoever killetbyou shall think that bedatth 
God service /' — and their blindness to his jiis» 
dee, as if he would take no account of the cru<« 
ekies and oppressions acted by churdbmen :^ 
whereas, (ver* xo,) ^^he cbastisetb even the 
very heathen j* which know him not, for what 
they do agsunst the plain dictates of confidence 
and reason,f and will ^ judge every man ac* 
cording to his te;(?ri/*"-~Ver. 1 2, the spiritnat 
blessedness of the reformed christians, whom 
Christ teacheth out of his law^ rescued out of 
papal suppression, — Yen 13 and 23^ the 
catastrophe and end of this impious spiritual 
tyranny 2 and, ver. 14, &c the cleansing of 
the sanctuary, and re-edification of God's 
church ; the restoration of ^^ his cast ^peopk 
and \ooig forsaken inheritance.^^ 

^ Upon this principle seems to have been the great stickle al^ 
wayB made for the privileges of the clerical order^ at if the auMt 
outrageous crimes in them werej by divine right, extmfi from 
fenaltieif to be inflicted by either God or man. The pope's 
aifolutiotu and <Rspensatiofu availed to exempt them against both* 
Thusi in Psalm U 16» God reproaches this blasphemer wkh 
his crimes and the g^ssness of his ideas ofGod^ as if God wen 
^ke bimseff't and fully approved of whatever his UK-HOZ4Mtt9 
acted wickedly. 

•^ Romans !!• 14:^ 15^ 
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Hie tenth pealm is just such another pro^* 
|)hetic history, in epitome, of this antichristiui 
t^rmoj and superlative wickedness, and writ- 
ten fay anticipation* Verse ist. represents the 
ftfflictiaiis of the faithful witnesses of Jesus, to 
^ human appearance, like the adorable Savi- 
our himself, given up to the wanton cruelty 
cf his enemies in the hour of his distress, and 
calUng out in the agony of his passion, ^^ Aty 
Kiod! my God ! why bast tbeujbrsaien mc /** 
^ Why standest thou so far off^ Lord^ why 
bidcst tbou thyself in the times of trouble •'"— . 
Vec 2, the imperimu and, at the same time, 
deceptive policy of tibe arch-persecutcn: j which 
diail eventually overshoot his raark**-~Ver« 
3, the tempotisdng spirit and venal Jiatteries 
to the strongest side, and the most unjust, in 
every contest, which so strongly diaracterized 

tlie Holy See in aH times. — ^Ver. 4, his atheis- 
'^al contempt ^fGod^ and infernal pride ; in mag^ 
nifying himself and setting his throne " above 

♦ By the preaehing up of indulgences for tale^ in ihd most 
ihamelest manner, to raise money for a prostitute, the first 
■hock was given to the papal iniquity, and a net spread abroad 
U eat€h btnueff. (Isaiah jdtii. S. Psahn xxxv. 8. ) 
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tv^ry god.^^ — ^Ven 5, the grievous apprtssion 
of his tyranny, which was a yoke of iron cv«l 
on the necks of kings and emperors ; and the 
remarkable blindness of popes and coundls^ 
that they could not (or rather would not) see 
the heavy judgments of heaven hanging over 
their heads in the prophecies ; and his arro^ 
gancy and contemptuous treatment of his ene^ 
mies. — ^Ven 6, his self-security in his wicked* 
ness ; in which, the pretensions of papal Rome 
fully equal those of their pagan predecesson, 
as Isaiah, under the mystical name of Babylon^ 
has characterized papal Rome^ — ^ Thou saidst 
I shall be a lady for ever : so that thou dicbt 
not lay these things to thy heart, neither didst 
remember the latter end of it. Thou shalt no 
more be called the lady of iingdoms.^**^^Ver. 7, 
his thundering excommunications^ pious frauds, 
and deceivableness of unrighteousness^ £:»: the 
increase of falsehood, and msuntaining of his 
imposture. — Verses 8 and 9, his vigilance 
against heretics, and the secret proceedings^ but 
lion-Iike strength and cruelty of the inquisition; 

* Isaiah xlvii. 5> 7 ; Rev. xviii. 7» 
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Which destroyed only the innocent and the 
helpless as its prey. — ^Ver. lo, his mock bumU 
lity^ as ^ servus servorum Chris ft — ^servant of 
the servants o( Christ;" for the base end of ad-^ 
irancing his pride and pretensions. — ^Ven ii, 
his hardened heart, and spiritual blindness ; in 
" treasuring up unto hims'ell^ wrath against 
the day of wrath," (Rom. ii. 5 ; Rev. vi. 1 7.) 
** having conscience seared with an hot iron." 
(i Tim. iv. 2.) — ^Ven 15, the breaking up of 
his impious power, and the full exposure of 
bis wickedness. — ^Ver. 16, &c. the utter ex- 
tirpation of this nlan of the earth and his anti^ 
christian heathenism^ and the reign of Christ as 
king and head of his church j^r ever and ever J^ 

** Whom the Lord will consume with the 
tpitit 6f bis mouthy and destroy with the 

* See PteJm lii. which, though composed to express David's 
lesentineBt of the conduct of Doeg the Edomite, hath a fur^ 
tber scofep and an entire consistency with the portrait drawn in 
the above. As hath also Psalm xxxvi. where a marked and 
i'mgutartf mthd character is described, ex&ctly corresponding.* 
See also Psalm Ixviii. 21, 22, the wounding of this anctent and 
ferpOtud transgressorf and the restoration of Israel, two events 
clotelj ooDiiected in all the prophecies. 
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brightness of hb combg.'* This account o^ 
the extirpation of the man of sin^ root and 
branchy is taken from Isaiah, xi. 4, where the 
prophet, speaking of the acts of Messiah, from 
his nrst appearance in the flesh, to his final 
settlement of his church and people, says, 
^ he shall smltc^the earth with the rod of his 
mouth, and with the breath of bis lips shall 
tie slay the wicked." This seems to be an 
allusion to the seven last plagues, decribed at 

large in the Revdatiohs, by which the spiritual 

» . • • • • 

kingdom of this mystical Pbaroab is to be pro-* 
gressively wasted^ and at last himself destroy e(L 
"tliis is to be done at the command of Christ,* 

to whom God hath committed the govern- 

a I » • 

admmistration of his church ; and 

to be eflfected by " the sword wbicb proceed^ 

eth out qf his mouth }''f or the word of God, 

• • • ■ 

by St Paul called *' the sword of the spirit ''I 
Indeed the prophecy seems as if it iT^iild be 
fulfilled in both a literal atld a figurative tetise : 
the avenging sword having its commission to 
devour ^* the men that have the mark of the 
beast,'' in this latter DAY of Christ, just at 

• k^. £Vii 1. t Rer jux, \6. % T.]b^\m. lulj. 
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ta tile former, when he came up against 3e^ 
fuealem, in his vengeance, for the same crimes 
0f apostacy and blood, and that wretched ^ge* 
neration of his wrath^^ was ^numbered to 
tie fword.^^ 

The ancient impostor is first to be wasted 
sway to the mere shadow pf what he once 
WBBy by the treat b of the mouth of Christy or 
the republication of the everlasting gospel^ 
brought out of the Egyptian darkness, in 
which it had for many ages been industrious- 
ly concealed. This is called in the figurative 
language of prophecy, a new song^ which 
none but those on the party of the lamb were 
able to karn^ and it means the translation of 
the scriptures into the vernacular languages, 
and clearing them from the rubbish of the 
popish doctrines, which they had before been 
compelled to speak, by false glosses, and tra- 
ditional fables* By these means, at the revi- 
val of learning in the fifteenth century, the 

* Rrr. T. 9. It is called a new tongf but in Rev. xiv, S* oi 
'^ woere a new song ; intimating that it was the reptMicaSion of 
ivan^elical tnitb, irtiicb popery had suppressed. 

' NN2 
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gross corruptions and impious doctrines of diA 
church of Rome, were laid naked and open ta 
the contempt and abhorrence of even the most 
unlearned ; and the departure out of that inter--, 
dicttd"^ and dangerous communion became very 
general. The power and influence of popery 
has been rapidly on the decline ever since, 
£rom the consuming eflfect and continued ope-, 
ration of the same causes, notwithstanding the 
great pains, (worthy of a bett{^ occasion,) and 
the Jesuitical artifices employed to terrify and 
cajole the ignorant, and by any meansf tq 
retain them in their Egyptian bondage^. 

But the quarrel does npt.e|id thus^^ily; 
Christ will not be a conqueror by halves,^ but 
will signalize his victory over his ancient and 
long prevailing adversary, by such a decisive 
blow at the last, and such a smoaking ruin, 
that the memorial of that unparalleled iniqui- 
ty shall remain, like that of Sodom, in the 
sight of men so long as the world itself en- 
dures. § " Riding on conquering and to con- 

• Rev. xiv. 9. t Matt, xxiii. IS* 

X Rev. xuu !!• § Rev. At. 8. 



quer/' Chrijst will first ^/r//i^/»tf,— -and then 
stroy the man of sin. Hi3 ^rst fall will . 
effected by the wasting away of his spiritual 
mfiucQce, and the weakening of his power 
over the kingdoms of the earth, and the dari^ 
ening of the sun of the papacy. His second^ 
and final catastrophe, will be by an exemplaryr 
act of justice, upon bis seat^ and throne, and 
person.* ** Lo ! I be^n to bring evil on the 
city which is called by my name, and shall 
ye be utterly unpunished T' (Jer. xxv. ag.) 
The holy city itself, — ^Jerusalem, the scene of 
so many stupendous miracles, and the place c^ 
all the earth which God chose to place his 
name there^ did not escape the heavy wrath 
of Grod, which her infidelity and apostacy had 
long been treasuring up against the day of re-» 
tribution : and shall proud Rome, the mother 
of fornications y and of all the abominations 
upon- earth, be exempted ?f — " the Lord Je* 
su6 shall be (again) revealed from heaven, 
with his mighty angels in flaming fire, taking 
yengeance of them that know not God^ and 

♦ Rev. xvi. 10 : xix, 20. t R«^* *^>' ^r 



tfiat obey not the gospd of our X^ord Jesui 
Christ" (2 Thess. i. 9.) 

It 18 said of the blessed Jesus, that he be^ 
came " to the jews a stumbling blqcky^ by the 
perversion of thdr own understandings, but 
he has been made doubly a stone of stumblings 
in the way of their conversion to Christianity, 
by the palpable idolatry, and other mopstrous 
corruptions of popery ; which the jews, and 
other unbelievers have been but too willing 
to confound with the gospel itself. The prti- 
judice of education, and the zeal of a party, 
trill not permit them to make the necessary 
allowances, and manifest disdnctions ; but they 
rail against Christianity for the impure mixture 
of popery, which our most holy fidth con- 
demns as much as they do. But the time will 
come, when even the jews will open theb 
eyes and ears, to distiqguish truth from its 
counterfeit ; and even the corruptions of the 
%vbore of Babylon^ will no longer be consider- 
ed as an argument against the truth of chris* 
tianity, or the watchful protection of Christ 

gyer his t^c cl^urch j but on the reverse, 9& 
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the accottiplishment of th6 pi*o()hecies both ol^ 
Jesus himself, and his antagonist the man <^ 
sin. The removal of the modem stumbling 
block' of popery y seems to be the first step ne- 
cessary to the conversion and restoration of 
the jews ; and accordingly we find in all the 
prophecies, that their return to their own land 
must be preceded and prepared by ihost great 
changes amongst the anticbristian powers^ or 
ancient confederacy of Rome, of which there 
16 80 frequent mention ; and these two events, 
the fall of popery and redemption of Israel, are 
tonstantly connected together in prophecy.* 

* He is to continue till, the tndignattijn upon Israel be accom^ 
fBihed^ (Dan ja. 7.) Or if we understand the powfcr of the 
niahomiiiedansy now the possessors of the Holy Land« as the 
gttmMng Uock in their way, that is to be removed about the 
tame time with popery ; their rise having been nearly togethei'i 
And the sdme term of 42 months, or 1 260 prophetic years^ 
kftvinj^ beep Allotted to both of xh^xm 
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Popish miracles proceed from the father of Her. 
^^ISs design^ the support of falsehood and 
idolatry. — Strong delusion^ the natural effect 
and the punishment of religious hypocrisy. ^^ 
God speaks in an unknown tongue to Apos'^ 
iates.-^^Their covenant with death and helh 
"^The Popes will the authority of Scripture. 
1— STA^ refuge of lies : — of no avail against 

. the scourge of God.-^^The divine im^riiaU 

ity towards the wicked. 

bT. Paul having foretold the coming of thd 
hian of sin J and reminded the Thessalonians, 
and through them the christian world in ge- 
neral, of what he had before communicated 
concerning Him, and which appears to have 
been amongst them" generally understood, al- 
though for good reasons kept pretty close to 
themselves J that until the departure of the 
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^eat of entire from Rome^ he should not be- 
revealed; proceeds in the foUowing verses^ to 
give 8uch a description of binty that' he might 

be easilj known when he should atise^ foi^ he^ 
has never yet had his parallel " Even hlttl 
whose coming is after the working of Satan, 
with ali p^wery and signsy and lying nvmtdtrs^ 

fl 

Sattfn, who is himself the father of li^s, iS 
the author of false miracles, and the u|:lhoIdef' 
of dil im|>osture. St Paul ascribes to this spi-* ' 
rimal' and political king the power of nAracles^ 
only they ate fake ones, and wrou^t^ tf there' 
ever wi» any thing stipernatural in any of 
them) undoubtedly not by the power of God, 
but of that arch deceiver, who is an overmatch 
for even the greatest proficients at deception* 
The ends for which xhtK popish miracles upon^ 
record were wrought, (to promote superstitioa 
and fidsehood, and to inveigle the ignorant in- 
to the idolatry of dead saints and images, &&) 
evid^y declare the source from which they 
came^ii^^^Ar energy of Satan f and by a poiver 

oom onni potentia* •» Phedicit ipMiofcirfrtafaMnottOit i^ 

O O 
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p^tmtttd to i&i/Ti thus to deceive those wha,* 
f(V the base emb of ambitioii and ftvaiice^had 
deceived their: cluistian brethren, and intro- 
duced the most shameful comiptiong infio ih» 
church* 
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^^ And with dll dccavabUMss t^unrigbUouS'^ 
ness in them that perish ; because they receiv- 
ed not the love of the truth, that they might 
be saved. And for this cause God shall send 
them strong delusion^ that they should bclUvc 
a lie : that they all might be damned who he* 
lieved not the truth, but had pleasure ia un« 
righteousness." The miracles, of the man of 
sin, like his doctrines^ are a mass of the most 

irires explicaturum, idque maximo cum successUt &c.''— Beza* 
— ^* The apostle foreteflls that Satan would lay out tit whok 
ttimgtb upon this hopeful s^heitie^ and that ivkb am^necuii 
the wickedness cf the werid being worthy of such. « pmnsbneiit; 
yet in such a manner, that only the unbelievers in the^ genuine 
gospel should be capable of falling into the snare/' So the 
apostle also declares, that this judgment was sent nfidn fhenl 
bectmte they mthxd not tUlo^)e(fibe ttvththvt lktdplmmrw{ud 
tnhktenalt)muttrigiUousaeum The popish authors m^^jgiifW^ 
a mark of the true churchy and pretend to them to this day ; 
bnt our SaTxouir gives thein a( a mark of antichrist^ (MttftJtP^ 
24»)4»dStPiiil«8ytJiftntlifsame'l)ib«i . .^. 



Monstroufr untrQtfaii and hypocrisies, ccbtiiveil 
by the enemy of ^mabkiiid to defeat the saving 
efficacy of the ff^ptl ; and permitted of Grod 
to«'take fiill efiect upon the base and wicked 
minds of those degenerate christians, which, 
like Balaam, ** loved the wages of unrighteous^ 
ness^ more than the commands of Christ, and 
dmrch pageantry and pre-eminence inbrie than 
the simplicity of the gospel. God, ih punish- 
ment of such unpardonable neglect of th^ 
strong warnings that had been given them, 
suffers them to become the vltfitns of their 
own deceptions^ and at length to believe the 
▼iery fallacies zxiA pious frauds as^ they consider 

ff 

tfien)^ which they had Invented to bolster up 
the dignity, and support the high clakns of 
their new-modelled religion, 

It is the wise and righteous method of God 
to place his reasonable and beneficial truth be- 
foM mankind, but to leave to them the option 
of ftttewing it or not : " See I have set bcfbre 
thee thte day life and death, and gbod'and cvil.'^ 
(Ikufe^ xzx* 15.) Qui vult decipi, decipiatur. 
*VHe tlutfiaunjutt^iJet iiim.beuunjua ^tillr 
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ud be that is filthy, kt him be filth^r itiMc 
and lie that i^.Ftghteous, let him^ be nghteou 
etill : and he that is holy, let him be holy *atUL*' 
(Rev, xxiL ii.) Irresistible graccy compclt' 
Img unholy minds to beeome holy in s^^d 
themselveSp (though it has been a favonte 
doctrine with some sectaries,) is certainly as 
inconsistent with reason and the probationary 
condidon of man, as it i$ with the genenJ 
voice of scripture : neither is the contrary doc- 
trine of predestination to {inful delusion and 
actual wickedness, (that . men may thus, with 
an appearance of right, become the objects of 
damnadon>) possible to be admitted, vrithout 
the blasphemous consequence of throwine up- 
on a just and merciful God the blame of crueU 
ty and partiality^ which he disclaims in the 
Strongest manner. If God sends a judicial 
llindness upon the wicked and unbeKeviog 
jews, and strong ddlusions that they should be- 
lieve a lie, upon the adherents of the maaof sio, 
the characters of the persons ^ in both iaflOmceSi 
shew that this effect was rather t^y perwisjim 
c^God (that natural causes should prodbce 
their consequent efiects, and thtryawho dctcav-* 



td others to their destruction, Aould by haUt 
decehre themselves also) than from any ivi^u^ 
nfidmiii or irreiiaibk spirit ef error^ sent upon 
dtetn frcna God. Sucb passages of the scnpi* 
ture as seem the most strongly to look that way*^ 
do always admit of a dil^rent sense, more con- 
sistent with the declared wisdom and gdodnesi 

ijf God^ and the end of his creating man upon 
the earth, purely with a view to the exaltafion 
aAd good of his creature, tf he be capable of 
jt When, after sufficient trial, the contrary 
b found to be the case, God then permits die 
wretched being to reject his own happttiess, 
and rush upon his destruction, with a hllnd'- 
tUss^and infatuation the effect of grace despis- 
ed and trampled underfoot, and at length with* 
drawn. (Mat. xiii. 12.) 

Tlie strong delusion thus sent upon popery, 
is^ experimentally and undeniably found td be 
' nsA tnalter of fact, by the continuance still id 
the worid of a system of religion so loaded 
with Absurdities, and fiady in contradiction to 
the scriptures, in this age of great and uhiver- 
isdly eiUenitd li^ht and knowledge* Many 
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learned ^md Ingenious men have Mill defended 
that untenable fortress of $uperdtuion, after thl» 
bre^h has beai repeatedly mad?. in its waUai 
and though as hard put to it as the jews, >^ to 
give an anruftr to every one tlnUafhetb a rea* 
S(m oftbe hope that is im tbem^^ yet^ like them, 
they wrap thf ir heads in darkne^. , nod evade 
wd shun the light of truth, when i^ pours in 
upon them with unsufierable brightnessi and 
'fngottedly mainraln the errors in which they 
have been bred : but St Paul, who upon con- 
vjctbn of his error quitted the religion gf his 
fiuhers, to Mrhich he was once equally and 
blameably bigotted, recommends to ^ prove aU 

tbipgs, and hold f^st th^t which is good** 

* 

The corruptions of popery are so nun\erous, 
and xh^ fallacies of that system of superstition 
Jind fanaticism so very gross, th^ it deserves 
no better name than the apostle has here given 
it,—" a lie !*' — the effect of strong andju^cial 
delusion ; and permiued for thdr unp^udon-p 
^ble inattention to the scripture, which coptra* 
diets it in every page. That the belief of thq 
popish doctrines, upon such evi(j|^||ices as (Ijej 
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have to {M'oduce for them, is a grosa and strongs 
dclusioti^ we have the consentaneous voice d£ 
ail prc^ecy, as well as all church history. 

That grand lie, the doctrine rf purgatory^ ior. 
vemed for the extending of the pope's imagia-p. 

* The doctrine of purgatoryt like the other monatrous ab- 
surdities of popery^ is derived from the poetical hell of the hea« 
tfaeiit; aiid^ being found useful for the pope*! pttrp<Me» hw 
been ttDce tmder-pr^ by varioos texts of scripture* ehamefuQf 
wrested from their obvious sense^ as soon as enquiry began to 
stir the popish rubbish and a founiatirm was found to be need* 
fill. On this rock are built those goodly edifices of frtmalii 
nuuiifi ArgiSf requiems f ptayeftfor the deadf uMgemee, pardmUf, 
jMeee^ ticm wares no where else to be bought but at the schiioi 
•hop of the pope. For the origin of the idea of a purgatory ^ see 
the descent of Ulysses into hel]» in Homer's Odyssey« lib. xw 
and the same in Virgil^s 6th £neid ; Plato de Anima ; and 
CfecrOy in Somnio Scipionis.— 

Ergo exercentur poenis veterumqi malonim 
tupplida expenduntt aliae panduntur inanet 
iuspensae ad ventos^ aliis sub gQi^te vasto 

iofiectum ehutur scelus, aut ezuritur igne» 

ViRO. ^!f. vi. ?39^ 

For this are various penances enjoinM ) 
And some are hung to bleach upon the wind t 
fion^ plunged in watery others purged in fire% /* 

Ti4 all the dregs are drained, and all the rust expires* 

Drtbin, 100% 
^^ui. ef P^hy^ WL ii. p. 102. 



ed .omnipotence into the wiknawn realms ^fUm' 
dcady to. draw cut from that bottbmlesd pic an. 
inexhaustible sit^^Iy to insatiable avaricei w^fc 
exposed with as cutting an edge of ridicule by 
the prophet Isaiah^ ^500 years s^o, as if he. 
had Uved in the i^e of the reformation^ and 
been a witness to the effects of this prodi^ous 
engine to move the world. — ^^ With stammer* 
ing lips, and another tongue will he speak ta 
diis people ; to whom he ssdd, this is the rest^ ' 
wherewith ye may cause the weary to rest^ 
and this is the refreshing : yet they would not 
hear,'' (laaiak xxviiL 1 1.) God had delivtiPi 
ed to his church a pure gospd, in the lan-» 
guage at that dme understood and spoken by 
the people. And he said " this is your resty* 
— ^^ come unto me, ye that are weary and 
heavy laden, and ye shall find rest unto your 
souls."* " Ho, every one that thirsteth, come 
ye to the waters, and he that hath no money; 
come ye, buy and eat j yea, come buy vnne 
and milk without money, and without price."t 

And it was our Saviour's personal injunction 

• . 

•Mat. XI. 2a t I»»l»l^-I- 
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to his apostles ;— *** freely yc have received^ 
Freely give ;'* and tven the poor, said he. have 
the gospel preached unto them. But they 
manage all these matters differently at Rome^ 
Tiiere is no gratuitous gospel there ; neither 
any iat all even for money, that shall be intel^ 
Jigiile to the poor^ They have quite ano- 
ther gospel, and another language^ to lock up 
Hie old one of Jesus Christ from the under-* 
ataidings of the people. They have other 
mediators, and false resting places ; " and have 
hevirn to themselves cisterns, broken cisterns, 
which can hold no water.**! God therefore 
suffers the madness of their impiety to take its 
course, and speaks to tbem^ (what little portion 
cf hb word is divulged amongst the people,) 

* "tiie poet MantuaO) who was himself a catholic^ thus de- 
sciibes hit holy mother^ tl^ church :— - 

■ J ■■ ■ veualia nobis 

teiDpla* saccrdoteS, altaria, sacra, coronxt 
igliis^ lliuniy preces, ccelum est Yenalc Deusque. 

Here all is set to sale. 
Chnrehet) priests^ altars, masses, crowns, and fire, 
Incense and prayers— i^ravra and God far hire! 

HuU of Pepirj* 

t J«r. ii. 13. 

P P 
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as the prophet here says. ^^ with stammermg 
iipSj and in another toitgueJ^^* 

♦ Pope Vitalian haTing, in the year 666^ (see Sect. ui.f, 
240* ' consecrated the latin tongue to the use of the diiiitl^ 
their iervkei are aU in latin, and from the little understandiiMP 
that either the priest or people had of themy may well desene 
the prophet's description of itammcring lift, Dr Whitey in his 
** .^*afe Method," gives a specimen of the creedf (which pnseA 
with them for a prayer!) as commonly said by the Tiilgir» oi 
his own knowledge.— — " Crezum zuum patrum ""HfttffM 
creatorum ejus anicum, Dominum nostrum qui cum aopsy Vir- 
ginia Marise : crixus fixus, Ponchi Pilati audubitiers, morti by 
Sonday» Father a femes» sceler est unjtldicanim» fivis • awrti- 
busy crezum spirituum ftanctum* edi catholi* remistumm peo* 
catunim, co'v^muniorum obliviorumy bitam and tumam, agtn*'^ 
The repeating of this very edifying piece of devotion, with a 
good round niimber of a^ mariai along with it, has large is* 
duigences anexed to the holy ofiui operatum* Dr Fulk, in Ids 
Annotations on 1 Cor. xiv. gives several other examples of tk 
stammering lipt^ or popish devotion* The jive to the ^Hrginf 
the life and soul of popery, is g^ven thus : — ** Ave Mail gratia 
plinam damsticum, benedittatu in mulabs yeth beiiedictvt firic- 
tus frentris tut sweet Jesus, amen.'' And the iSrge aoonded 
by the parish clerk, in latin equally elegant* must have made 
an affecting impression upon the hearers*^-*' Homo natus de 
mulbere breni ninens tempore repeletur multis misteriis i pec« 
cam, peccaiuy peccani* prccain, peccavi !" Nay, it is Kke mat* 
ter, like man ; for the priest, whoy in reading of thehtin got* 
pe% said rumSi for respomiiif and bunfifuu for k^vuu, had no 
better ex^^use to make than that it was the unknown tongwe that 
made him &1L— — Jlfon o/Sint B* u, p. 58, 
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^ But -the word of the Lord was unto them 
precept upon precept, precept upon precept, 
line upon line, line upon line, here a litde, 
and diere a little/' — It was cautiously dealt 
out to them in piecemeal, by scraps, garbled 
extracts, false translations, and with a good 
plentiful admixture of pious forgeries, to up^ 
hold the gainful craft of the popish image* 
iiiakext.* But what will be the end of these 
t^cks, and this ^^ handling of the word of God 
deceitfully?'^ — Let the prophet foretell it. — 
♦* That they might go, and fall backward, — 
(that 13, decline and be consumed,f )— and be 
lNX)ken, — and snared, — and taken." These 
Interrupted expressions shew the several steps 
try which the ruin of popery has been begun^ 
18 advancing^ and will be finisbed. First, the 
roaa of sin is to be " consumed by the breath 
e^tbe Lord^^X or the republication of the gos- 
pel truth J then he is to be broken^ by the ac- 
tual commencement of the plagues, or vials of 

* Acuxix. 25. 

f See the last sectiooy p. 27-^« The manner of the ^011/11111^ 
Hm and deitructum of Antichrist* ' 

\ 2 Thets. ii 8.— Isaiah xi. 4. 

P P 2 
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wratby which are to be poured out upon the 
mystical Egypt,* and which is nowtridng 
place.— Next, he is to be snared^ or deceived 
by some false appearance of returning-pros* 
perity and power,f which will eventually 
turn out to be only a stratagem of war on 
the part of the enemy, and an irrecovemble 
disaster to the m^n of sin, and his powers.:}; 
And at l?ist, the tragedy will conclude with 
his being taken^ and a suitable doom assigned 
to this, spiritual Sodom. § 

" Wherefore hear the word of the Lord^ 
ye scornful men that rule this people which is 
in Jerusalem. || Because ye have said we 
t/ave made a covenant with death ^ and with 
helly are we at agreementy—^t have a ooble 
doctrine in our church, the doctrine of pur* 
gatory ; which is as true as the gospel, lintil 
truer too, for his holiness, who is infaUibility 

♦ Rev. XV, 6« 

f Isa. rx. 10. — Mai, i. 4. See sect. vii. p« 221. The death 

of the witnessesi and temporary triumph of the spiritual tpant. 

X Rev, xix. 19, 20. § Rev. xx. 10 1 xi. 8. See aect. xidv, 

J The mystical name for the church of Christ in general^ 

though here apphed to the corrupt part of it. 
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it self ^ and above the scripture^ has established 
it hj his own ipse dtitifL* By the help of 
this valuable discovery of a terra incognita^ in 
the aetherlands of Hades, and under the so- 
▼errign jurisdiction of the pope, let our lives 
be ever so wicked, yet we have nothing to 
Imt; *^ JVe have a covenant with deaths and 

H^ The bbsphemous contempt with wbich they ireat the 
word o^-Gody ia calling it the shop and forge qf heresy r a nose of 
vmxf 'a hlaci gospel, — Inky divinity; and preferring thmr own 
trOiStimUf a9 much as ever the jews did, before the scriptttre ; 
is opcaaioned by its contumacy, in refusing to come to the pope^ 
at his biddings as the surly n^ountain did to Mahomet : and 
and as there is a considerable interval of distance between them, 
H is unsuitable to the dignity and superiority of his Holiness to 
bo^ge to it* Their canon law affirms frrquentlyy that the 
^urch is above the scripture^ and Fighivs de Hierarch. Eccles. 
1. i. c. 2. says, — ** omnis gu£ nunc apud nos est scr'tptura authori^ 
iasf tfc. tlfc. — all the authority which we now attribute to 
th#iifnpturc8, necessarily depends upon the authority of the church.'* 
AAiid the same is maintained by Eccius and others*^— Hetw 
fnanotis says» *' scripturas tantum valere^ &c-— that the scrip- 
tures are no more to be valued than Esop's fables, unless it 
wens fcr the testimony of the church,*' — Prierius against Luther 
says,— ^ that the authority of the pope is greater than that of the 
•criptttrcs*"— Pope Nicholas I. says, •* vetus et novum dec— « 
the New and Old Testament are to be received, because /(^ 
Jmmeeni hath passed a sentence that they shall be rdfeived.'^— 
And fgr this, Cardinal Daronius, ad. Ann 553. N. 22,if$ g^^oi 
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p^itb bell we are at agreement ^ — Our bait 
gsdn 18 struck for a fixed price, and our madbet 
inad€ both for thb world and the world to 
come. A sum of money, proportionate to 
the present exigencies of his Holiness^ and 
the quantum of indulgences we need, vrWk 
surely redeem our souls out of purgatory, andl 

us a rea«9iL— *< Because (saya he) It depends upon tbe 4N|f> 
^mO and fkature tfthe popti to have what he pleases sacred, or 
of autlK)rity in the church." 

TartuUiany in Apol. c. 5| laughs at the pagans for fint 
making their own gods, and prescribing nvhat degree cf resfeti 
shall be paid them, before they worshipped them. ** AyA 
Tos de humano arbitratu &c. — amongst you, the divinity yoo 
adore is brought to be weighed in the balance of human will 
and pleasure ; so that you may be rather said to be profkmi 
to tbe godif than they to you : for according to your coursei 
unless god please man, he diall not be god." 

Fighius calls the gospel **fugnm ev(mgeSum^'''iSiit. Iihck 
gospel :" and Eccius, inien divinity f^^a nose of waxf ao^^ 
^ds ** that the permitting of the people to read the Bibk^ w» 
tie invention of tbe devUi*' which is as good as to call our Savi* 
our and his apostles such ; since it was be who bid us ^ uarck 
tbe scriptnreif* and tbey added ** that tbey were abb to waie^a^ 
wise unto mAm/mr."— The above-named authors are all of hi 
authority in the church of Rome» and their opinions axe 
firmed by tbundaoce of similar witnessei on the part pf bis Hdn 
\?^^r But, of Popery, v- ij. p, lii% 
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prevent their entrance there at all^ if we pa^ 
wdl ft»r it. We are therefore well covered^ 
both for body and soul ; and ^^ when the ovet^ 
flo^n^Sg scourge shall pass through, it sh^ not 
come unto us ;* for we have made lies out 
ttfuge^ and under falsehood have we bid 
mrselves. Therefore thus saith the Locd 
God. Behold ! I lay in Zion for a founda* 
^n, a stone, a tried stone, a precious comet 
stone, a sure foundation. Judgment also will 
I lay to the line, and righteousness to the 
plummy And the bail shall sweep away 
ibc refuge of lies^ and the waters shall over« 
flow the biding place!^ 

The sarcastic raillery o^ the prophet in this 
place, (in making these blind idolators of Ma^ 
bugtimy or gods^ and saints protectors ^ instead 
iof the alone Mediator and Saviour Jesut 
Christ, to shelter themselves under the covert 

*'The itoutge prepared for these ttomfid men in Zion, ot 
wbkh the prophet speaks, is at this time actually passing 
droifgh the popish empire ; and the heretic Luther himself 
coidd not have given a more heretically plain description of i^ 
•nd Akni, and their covenant ^h death, than this heriAc jj^fhet^ 
hcrcdoci* 
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bf a systein of falsehood J and a refuge bf iSbtf 
and Imposture^) is very dmilar to that of EIh 
jah mocking the stupid worshippers of BadJ^ 
and encouraging them to redouble their eflbfll 
to awaken the sleeping god. ( i Kings^ xviiLlT^) 
He then preaches to them the gospel of dM 
alone Saviour of mankind, and foretells the 
restoration of it out of that darkness^ and dis^ 
grace^ and oblivion^ to which popery hai 
consigned it : the clearing again of this sMft 
foundation stone^ from the popish rublnshi 
with which it had been overlaid and buried 
for ages j and the sweeping away (by the re* 
volutionary hail and tempest of divine wrath) 
the wretched hiding place and refuge of Kes^ 
and covenant with deatb^ which they had 
built upon iti And that instead of tbesci 
there should be erected a building of GoJy mt 
made with hands^ nor depending upon piooi 
frauds and sanctified imposture for its su[^K)ft; 
but founded on this rock of truth, and con- 
solidated in every part by the principles cf 
righteousness and judgment^ as a building is 
by line and plummet. 
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};: ^ Ap4 your covenant with death shall be di&^ 
isuinulled^ and yotu: agreeoient with hell shall 
not stated. When the overflowing scourge 
«&itf .j^x through^ then shall ye be trodden 
down by it."<^*-There wiH be an analogy \x% 
thk, a« in many other particulars, between the 
{ib^gues inflicted by Moses upon the land and 
kbgdom. of Pharoah, and those poured out by 
Qhrist upotx the mystical Egypt or kingdom of 
Antichrist ; that as then the darkness fell upon 
the Egyptians only, while " the children ofls^ 
r^l had light in all their dwellings ^^ sO here 
the vengeance will fall upon " the men which 
have the mark of the beasty and upon them, 
which worship his imaged (Rev. xvi. a.) 
The scourge is to pass through the countries 
with the fury rf a whirlwind, and they that 
Iniit in tfie fcJse armour of popery, will find 
their ancient hiding place in the refuge of lies 
of no avail in the day of wratli j but will be 
the devoted victims singled out by the pursu-* 
lAg vengeance. It will be a marked judg- 
mem, and these will be the signs of the times; 
that it will pass over others^ or fall lightly on 
tbeiB in comparison, but will dwell nvitb the 
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worshippers of the beast. — ^With them it ^ 
begin, and w!th them it will end. 

•* from the time that it goetb fbrtb it shall 
take you, for morning by morning'* — (that is 
year after year) — ^" shall it pass over, by day 
and by night. And it shall be a vexation only 
to understand the report.'* As it was with the 
rejected jews, the victims of this scourge of 
God shall have no rest, night or day ; — *^ thy 
lifb shall hang in doubt before thee, and thou 
shalt fear day and night, and shalt have rxont 
assurance of thy life. In the morning thou 
shalt say, would God it were even : and at 
even thou shalt say, would God it were morn- 
ing, for the fear of thine heart wherewith thou 
shalt fear, and for the sight of thine eyes which 
thou shalt see." (Deut. xxviii. 66.Y Even 
to hear of the pUgues inlBicted upon the dcn 

voted victims of wrath, by the heaven-com- 
mis^ohed scourge, will wring the fedmg 
heart with sorrow; what then tiiust be the 

* See the account given by Mits Williams of the *<tate ot 
the public mind» duriog the fury of the revohitioa in Fnttioci* 
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misery of those that shall feel them ? Tbisi 
18 perhaps the real meaaing of those bigbfy 
figurative descriptions of the same events^ ia 
Ji^ev. nv. 9*— r*^ If any man worship the beast^ 
and his image^ and receive bis mark in his 
f(»ehead> or in his hand^ the same shall diink 
of the wine of the wrath of God, which is 
pQUred out without mixture, into the cup of 
his indignation; and he shall be tormented 
with fire and brimstone, in the presence of 
the holy angels,* and in the presence of the 
Lamb. And the smoke of their torment as- 
cendeth up for ever and even And they have 
no rest day nor night, who worsinp the beast 
and bis imagey and whosoever reoeiveth the 
mark of his name." When they seem to 
have obtsdned a brief interval of repose, alas ! 
It b a decdtful peace, designed only to lull 
them into a fatal security, and to expose them 
ta renewed calamities with a redoubled pres- 

sjire. They are aptly compared by the pror 

« 

• Tlrii scfcre judgmwt being inflicted in the frunce •[ Christ 
ond hit an^dtf shews clearly that it is tf temporal fiimislmeni upoa 
the cornipt church ; and visibly distinguishable as sucbf to tlu 
^buicfiea of the witnes^j— -the af^eU h«re meant* 
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phet to a weary traveller, Isdd down after (^ 
fatigues of the day oa a narrovcr and . unewy 
criby and iU protected by a too scanty ooveiiet 
from the biting cold of the £ro6ty ntg^ ^ Tbe 
bed is shorter than that a man cait stretch kiflK 
self on it ; and the covering narrower than 
that he can wrap himself in it : For die Lord 
shall rise i^ as in mount Pera^idm^ he shatt be 
wroth as in the valley of Gibeoiiy that be maf 
do bis work^ his strange work; apd bvyig to 
pass his act> his strange 4ct."^ 



The repeddon used in this passa^ sbewa thae 
some very signal act of Gk)d's judgment upoa 
the enemies of his church is here alluded to ] 
and the connecdon along with which it is in* 
troducedy leads us to conclude that it rehttts 
to the same subject, and is an intimation of the 
final catastrophe of the tyrant antichrist and 
his party: because it is compared to two fiarmer 
acts of divine interposition^ for the avenging df 
his people and witnesseS| and the pimishment 
pf their late destroyers. And as the destrm^ 

* Isaiah xxtIm* SI. 



fhfh efpoptry aifia thef fesiotaildn of iba JtHm 
arecfosefy contacted togelfiitfr iii the prophet 
cfes, nb&mfit, rfiat hippy" fevent 1^' af^d iii-. ' 
teifitfed hf this acf, which, wliiheveif it appear*, 
Wa strike aH mankind ^ fhie att'df Mi^e' 
fbl!^kfrt amf omrtipotAtci^^ atafd' fill every xilificf 
iiiriifr astcfnkhment and awei 

Bi&fn this singular ptophecy^ oP I^^dihi of 
/fe r^^^ «/^ fi^x, and tBt fovehartt^ nbltir deatb ' 
dftdbeUj we 8ee how clbseiy the hard and de- 
formed featiircs of popery have heen dbKne^ 
9IBS& by the Holy Spirit, and oliserve the tie- 

* 

nadeus adherence of blind and bigotted mea 
to- fliese estploded errots, eV'en to the last ; 
wtjch is 2^1' ih* perfect donSistency with ^ifit* 
AMif 9 accoum of the doctrthcT afilt practices 
of'iBt thdh tfsin. ^ He shall sehd the'ni st'rdrig 
delusions, that they might believi' a //er,— -be- 
cause they received not the love of the truth, 
tltiie they might be saved.'^ And the satne 
cVenfj and for the very same reason, is also 
preAetai of them by Isaiah,-^** For it is a 
people of no understandings therefore he that 
made them will riot have mercy on them, J^ud 
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h^ that formed thmn wiU shew them no fib* 
Tftf*/'* (Isaiah xxviL x i.) If it had been 
^ther a natund want ci understanding, cm: a 
helpless and invincible ignorance, doubtless 
audi a sentence woidd not have been awarded 
to thenu But in thb case, there is a culpable 
neglect of coming to, or adoutdng the light 
which shines around them ; or perhaps there 

i§ an obstruction woi:se than mere neg^ect,T^ 
1^ fondness for their prejudices, and a ^ love ^ 
the waffs^ offinrigbteousness :^ for which our 
Saviour accounts, in saying as be did of tUe 
jews, that ^^ tb^y loved darkness ratbfr tha/i 
Ugbtj because tbeir deeds were evil:** and, 
founding his. censure upon that unobjecdon- 
9}>le g;round of their wilful perverseness, ^ if 
ye h%d (indeed) been blind, ye had not had 
9^ i but now ye say^ we see, therefor^ youi; 
sin remaineth*'' 

But if it be objected that the scripture speaks^ 
qfan additional blindness to the perception 6i 
tlfut^, and an augmented in£miation toward*; 

If Jer. iy. ^2 ; v, S^ 



tvil super-added to ^ners, as in the case t£ 
Israel ; ^ for the Lord hath poured upon yoa 
Che spirit of deep sleep^ and hath closed your 
eyes.*** " Make the heart of this people firf, 
uid their ears heavy, and shut their eyes ; lest 
they see with their eyes, and hear with theit 
ears, and understand with their heart, and con- 
vert, and be healed**t And as in the case 
before us, ^ He shall send them strong delu* 
w>n, that they might believe a lie." To thia 
St must be answered, that these expressions are 
doubtless not to be understood literally and 
iftiicdy, as there are many equally plain declaf-* 
ationis of the scripture, which common sense 
forbids to be so taken. God is not the first 
agent in causing the unbelief and impenitence 
cf luniiers, but is the party offended by it, and 
the judge of its demerit ; and he may punish 
St certainly by what means he deems most fit i 
and none seems more equitable tlian, in such 
cases, to give the untractable sinner up, to be- 
come the victim of his own folly and corrup* 
tion, dirough the want of that illumination and 

• Itt, jqdx* 10. t I«. Ti. 10 J Pfi. Ixix. 52, 33. 
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jgpee .wibvcti he n^ected and despis$4 To 
l^ii^ giy^ f aay, jeltber natural or ^upematwal, 
impediment thrown ia die way of sinden^ 
t]bat it may t^ecoxne impossible for them to 
Ibelieve or repent^ lest . the prophecies ahoi^d 
thereby £ul o£ aocomplishmejg^^ is not to think 
of God as the common Tdf hit af aU^ whose 
tender mercies are void of all partiality ; ao4 
for the abundant greatness and goodness of 
jthcm^ are compared to the immeaiurible rdis*" 
jtance.of the heaven from the eaith ;^ but 4t \$ 
to think of him as '^ an hard master, g^hering 
where he hath not strawed^ and reaping wbfsre 
he hath not sown.*^t — ^^ Shall not. the ju^ 
of all the earth do right ?" 

All that is to be understood from such ex^ 
pressions, is the dangerous tendency of an un- 
):estrained indulgence to evil propendties^ to 
corrupt the judgment and harden the heart ; 
to add strength to men's favorite prejudices, 
and suggest &esh and stronger arguments 
why they cannot be parted with. Hms from 

f Psalm ciii* 10—13. f Mat, xxv. 24. 
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•Being at first doubtful, they become confirmed 
in the error of their way ; and what was oncd 
Only a reluctance to give lip opinions long 
cherished from sinister motives, grows up at 
length into a strong Conviction of thdir truth. 

And such inconclusive and weak argiinicnls 
are then sufficient for the purpose of blinding 
their own eyes, as would have appeared con-^ 
temp^ble, while their minds were free froiil 
this infatuation of wickedness. And this self- 
deceptibn of the«e spiritual liars ^ which at last 
arises to so great a proficiency as to " make lies 
their refuse }^ speaking lies in hypocrisy ;\ bav* 
ing their conscience seared with an hot iron;^ is 
made Aore easy of apprehension by the fami- 
liar instance of common Uars^ who by a fre- 
quent repetition of falsfehbods, with the most 
solefnn asseverations, come at last to doubt of 
their own first and better judgment, and be- 
come themselves the dupes of their own im- 
posture, dnd believe their own lie* 

It is said of the mystical Babylon^ that time 
was when even she might have listened to the 

* liKi^h xsviii. \S. f 1 Timothy i v. 2« 

R It 
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whispers of converting grace, and have beett 
reformed. " We virould have healed Baby* 
Ion,— but she is not beahd!^ (Jen li. 9.) And 
the same is asserted of her in the Rev, (iL 2 !•) 
— w I gave her space to repent,-^and she re- 
pented not." A judicial blindness cannot 
therefore be understood in any other sensei 
than of the total withdrawing of that divine 
grace from incorri^ble sinners, without which 
human weakness is not able either to think, 
or do any thing that is good, agreeably to otir 
Lord's own declaration: — "from him that 
hath not, shall be taken away even that 
which he hath," or once had.* He will be 
at length wholly forsaken of those directing 
influences of God's spirit, which are perpetu* 
ally needful to keep us from becooung the 
victims to that root of evil which our fallen 
nature is allied to.f " Ephraim is joined to 
idols, let him alonel^ says God, by the pro- 
phet \X ** why should ye be stricken ajty more? 
ye will revolt more and more : the whole head 
is sick, and the whole heart faint."§ — So in 

♦ Matt, xiii, 12* t R^°^' ^^' ^^* 

J Hosea iv. 17- JI«awU5. 
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the same sense our Saviour said to the per- 
verse jews, who attended him without any de- 
sire or capability of improvement : — ^ he that 
batb ears to b^ar^ let him hear ;— --implying 
that if through the influence of sinful prejudi- 
ces, mankind will still turn a deaf ear to that 
which is for their own good, and which God 
has no other view in proposing to them, than 
the advancing of their interest and happiness, 
die time will come when tbey cannot bear. — 
They will become liable to be given up, and 
applied to no more, either by salutary cor- 
rectives,* or inviting suggestions, and " there 
lemmneth only a fearful expectation of judg- 
ment, and fiery indignation, which shall con- 
sume the adversaries.*' f 

Pharoah, the type of Antichrist, is an emi- 
nent instance of this effect of a judicial blind- 
ness, of whom the scripture says^ that God 
bardened bis beart^ and yet it sayd again, that 
be bardened bis onsm beart ; from whence wc 
may easily understand the true meaning (^f 
similar declarations,* The passionate lameci^ 

* Pnlm xxxix% 11* f Hebrews x, 27- 

R R 2 
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tation tliat God makes over Israel,—" turn ycy 
turn ye, — ^for why will ye die, O house of Is- 
rael,"* declaring at the same time, that be 
bath no pleasure in the death of sinners^ but 
rather in their conversion unto life, clearly 
evinces, (as the gospel also every where teach- 
^,) that ** God is not willing that any man 
should perish, but ^at all should come to re- 
pentance and live.*' The tears whlqh our Sa-^ 
viour shed, and the sincere compa^on with 
which he bewsdlcd the approaching doom of 
Jerusalem, notwithstanding ^he had been the 
destroyer of the prophets, and was soon to 
thrust him also out of the world, by a death; 
the most ignominious and painful of all deatlis; 
is a convincing evidence, that the divine mer-^ 
cy and justice are not dealt out by partial mea- 
saresy and do not act in contrary ways to- 
wards manlcind, but by one invariable an4 
most eqv|itjj)le plan of universal and fatherly- 
love to all his creatures* That some indeed, 
are incapable of salvation, but not through 
any defect of mercy on God's part, but inat-^ 
t^ntion on their own, through sinful or woi:l(Jh 

* Escekid xxxiii. 11. 
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If motives. " In whom the God of thi^ 
world hath blinded the minds of them which 
believe not ; lest the light of the glorious gos- 
pel of Christ, who is the image of God, should 
shine unto them/' (2 Cor. iv. 4.) 

Tlie ifeal purport even of that text, so con-t 
lidently brought forward in support of the op-r 
posite doctrine, is doubtless only to be collected 
from the general testimony of the scriptures^ 
and to be interpreted in a manner not incon^ 
sistent with the often declared goodness"^ and 
impartiality of the all perfect Being the Maker 

and common Father of all. ** Therefore h*th 

« * ' • 

he mercy on whom he will hav? mercy, and 
whom he w^U he hardeneth. (Rom. ix. 18.) 

It holds forth to \\s nevertheless, a loud 
warning agsunst the in-dwelUng enemy thai 
is in our flesh. That " the heart of man is 
deceitful above aU thi^s, and desperately 
wicked* who can know it ?*'t And that im- 
position in no instance is ever practised with 

t Exodus xxxlv. 6. t '^er. xvii. % 
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§0 complete and easy success, as it is by men 
upon themselves, to their own destrucdon. 
That to be off our guard opens a way to 
batiij of sifiy and creates a prejudice in its 
&vor, which may eyentually lead to strong 

delusion^ and terminate in irrecoverable hard^ 
oiess oi heart. Indulgence to known errors, 
through the influence of carnal motives, wears 
out the sense of conscious remorse, and repels 
the softening influences of God*s spirit strive 
ing with sinners in vadn, TTie infatuated 
mind loves its own bondage, and at last be- 
comes blind to it ; which is the meatung of 
the aposde's alarming caution :— •** take heed, 
brethren, lest there be in any of you ah evil 
heart of unbelief, in departing from^ the liv- 
ing God. But exhort one another d^y, 
while it is called to day ; lest any of you be 
hardened through the deceitfulneas of dn.'* 

* Heb. Hi* 12. Iv tS ii^th^ iie\ Quv^tSrrH by OM tfutofj 

from the Ttmng God^ to a fattcious trust in protecting and me* 

diating saints, and the worship of images» and the refine tfia* 

The effect of which, in searing and cauterisung the conscience 

he fully sets forth in 1 Tim. iv. 
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Popery as blind now to hr judgment^ M itk 
time past she has been to her sin^ which dre^ 
it down. — Deceitful appearance of that r^- 
ligion in the sight of protest ants. ---^Tbe fe^ 
rocity of her ancient spirit dormant ^ but not 
dead. — Christ s commandment of love^ op^ 
posed to Antichrist* s of cruelty and destruc^ 
tion. — Union with popery fatal to the peace 
of mankind in both worlds. — A shelter pre^ 
pared for the servants of Christy when he 
desolates the antichristian world by the pre^ 
destinated sword. 

That so monstrous an ekcrescence as ttitf 
taan of sin, in all his pon>p and pageantry of 
impiety, should have grown upon the face of 
the christian church, with so weak aiid inefieO 
tual an opposition,-'-^and distihguished as he 
has been in |i^int of absolute fact, by all those 
circumstances with which his coming and long 



teign was to be so notoriously marked, should 
nevertheless not have been known by the peo- 
ple to whom (in punishment of their sins] he 
is sent — is a thing that must affect every re^ 
fleeting mind with great astonishment, as it 
did that of St John. (Rev. xvii. 6.) It is a 
mjsttry to which there is nothing comparable, 
except the similar fact of our blessed Lord 
sustaining the office and character of the Mes- 
das amongst his own people, with all those 
signs^ and wonders^ and mighty deeds ^ ascribed 
to him in prophecy j and yet rejected by the 
very people who were eye and ear-witnesses 
to the indisputable facts.* And surely both 
these instances of an incredible blindness and 
infatuation, are as full proofs as can be requir- 
ed of the actual existence of that strong delu* 
sion that they should believe a lie^ which is sent 
upon sinners who will not pay a proper atten- 
tion to the evidences of the truth that are 
vouchsafed to them. It is both the natural 
consequence and, at the same time, the well- 
deserved punishment of their unbelief, 

* Mat. xiii. 17. 
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Yet although Antichrist has actually so 
come, " as it was written of biniy^ and that 
so many centuries ago, that the term of dura* 
tion assigned to him is now well nigh run 
out, and the measure of his iniquities almost 
filled up ; — ^though he has ** sat in scomers 
cbair^^ — and " in the temple of God^ shewing 
himself that he is God^^ by bearing the appro^ 
priate ensigns of the Deity, claiming his attri^ 
buteSy and bis names ^ and usurping bis headship 
over all^ and exercising an authority superior 
to his : — yet the blindness upon his worship- 
pers is such, that, like the jews, they cling to 
their error for better for worse, in prosperity 
and in adversity; and with as bigotted a zeal 
in the day of bis judgment^ as in that of his 
uncontrollable pride and power. 

Their future fidelity to this god of their 
iialatrj is however now about to be put to 
the test, and as Christ hath had his martyrs, 
so Antichrist hath had, and must still have 
his; and a severe retaliation of blood for 
blood, and persecution for persecution, is at 
hand. ** He that leadeth into captivity, must 

s s 
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go into captivity ; he that killeth with the 
sword, must be killed with the sword^ (Rev. 
xiii. I a) This " day of recompenees for the 
controversy of Zion^^ which St Paul calk tbi 
brightness of Chris fs coming to the destruction 
of the man of sin, is fully come ; if we can 
form any correct judgment from the pro- 
phetic calculation of the hour of the night^ 
or can truly ** discern the signs of the tiniest 
•* Wrath is gone forth from the Lord^ the 
plague is begun]^ and the dreadful and san- 
guinary conflict betwixt Christ and the.mons* 
ter Antichrist, (the usurper of his throne and 
destroyer of his Idngdom,] which is to shake 
the civilized world to its foundations,f is ac- 
tually commenced, and far advanced in its 
fiery progress. The overthrow of the king* 
doms of the anticbristian empire^ by revo- 
lutionary commotions of an unusual extent 
and formidable aspect, " are but the beginning 
of sof'rows^ ' and the preliminary steps by 
which the deeply struck roots of popery are 
^ to be drawn out, and that great and unwieldy 

V 

* Isaiah xxi. Ih \ Isaiah utv. £0. 
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stumbling block taken up out of the way of 
Grod*8 people, and preparation made for the 
great sabbath of God ^ or seventh and glorious 
millenary age of the world. 



This is that second figurative advent, or 
coming of the Lord^ to avenge the quarrel of 
his church upon the antichristians ; as his 
first was in judgment upon the jews. To 
this St Paul directs the faith and expectation 
of the true believers, by his prophecy of the 
man of sin^ ** whom the Lord shall consume 
T/nth the spirit of his mouth, and destroy with 
the brightness of his coming." ** He gave 
them a king in bis anger ^ and will take him 
away in his wrath.^^ — " He writ arise (on 
that occasion) to shake terribly the earth ;'^ — 
** will come out of his place to make inquisition 
for blood ;^ and the very earth itself shall rise 
up In judgment against the relentless persecu- 
tors of the innocent, she " shall disclose her 
bloody and no more cover her sliin.^^"^- For 
what christian land is there in the world, 



* Isaiah xxvi. 21. 
S S 2 
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dispensations that the plenitude of papal power 
and Jesuitical prudence well knows how to in- 
dulge to its professors, in the presence of the 
heretics,) is to be considered as seen in a dis- 
guise, and not in its natural appearance ; and 
f specially in these days of \\& declining vigour, 
when the sun of the papal authority is deprived 
of its once sporching heat, and shorn of its 
beams, and is now not far distant from the fatal 
period when it must set in everlasting night. 

By persons but little conversant in ecclesi- 
astical history, only a faint and imperfect idea 
can be formed, from its present appearance, 
what popery once nt>as^ and- ^sAat it still //, or 

has the capability of becoming once again ; in 
the event of any political earthquake or revo- 
lutionary shock giving a favorable turn to the 
affairs of his Holiness, upon the theatre of 
the world ; when the present pressure of Test 
Acts, and other legal disqualifications and re- 
strictions shall have been thrown to the ground. 
The now sleeping lion would spring up (An- 
tsus like) with renovated vigour, as soon as 
^lis feet should once more touch th? earthy aU 
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though now he is panting for breath, and sua* 
pended between heaven and earth in the giant 
arms of the modern Hercules ; and the hereti* 
cal part of the christian world would soon be 
made sensibly to feel the force of " bis perpe^ 
tual stroliel^'^ and that his appetite for hlood\)z& 
been whetted, and not abateV, by the long fast 
It has been forced to keep from human flesh. 

Our blessed Lord reproved the fiery zeal of 
his apostles, though it was exerted in his own 
cause ; and told them, ^^ ye know not nabat 
spirit ye are of^ for the Son of Man came not 
to destroy mens' lives, but to save thcm.'*f 
He gave them a prophetic caution agsunst a 
bloody zeal in fa^or of even the clearest truths 
or in opposition to the very worst corruption 
of it. But it is too manifest how little the 
cathoKc party have, in all times, attended to 
the admonition; and how imperfectly they 
have discerned the true spirit of Christ's re- 
ligion, by the deluge of cluristian blood which 
they have poured out, merely upon account 
of difference of opinion in religion ! 
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it. ■ I M • I II • I I lib pTopago 
cootemptrix 8uperam« ssTxque avidissiffla aedif 
et violenta fuit ; scieres t saDguine natos- 

Ovid. Met. t. 



that cursed brood 



Blaspheming heaven, athirst for human blood. 
Fierce and ferocious ; one might plainly see 
from murder dnKn their hated pedigree. 

This is one proof, amongst many, of the 
teal influence df a diabolical delusion upon the 
minds of barbarous persecutors, that they could 
ever conceive the idea that human sacrifices 
would be agreeable to the humane and bene- 
volent author of the gospel; whose doctrine 
and manners were as contrary to such a beo'- 
tbenisb worship of the Deity ^ as light is td 
dairkness, and which he reprobates in the most 
pladn terms : — ^^ Ye shall be hated of all men 
for my name's sake, and whosoever killeth 
you, shall think that he docth God service." 
(John xvi. 2.) If Christ so strongly reproach* 
ed in the jews the folly and wickedness of 
barbarity and bloodshed, for the pretence of 
religion, could it be imagined that he would 
approve of it in christians ? Yet the holy ca- 
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tholic church has not only iitutated, but far 
exceeded the zeal of the Jewish^ and the most 
saiidgefury of the pagan persecutorsi by " de- 
stroying mens' lives," with a wantonness of 
cruelty* unexamfpled in the rfccords of the 
most savage nations. 

It has been Said tfiat the ferocious antichris- 
, tian beast, which was once " drunk with the 

* The singular delight iMilood, whidi in a& ageariis^ charac^ 
teriaed tbe religious %eal off^erf, i« maiiceii in diSe prophedn 
by a very strong figure,^-ithe mm^ id" sakJ t6 bi^ *^dHmh 
with bUsdJ'* (Isaiah xxix; 9-».Rev. xtii. ^n) Thiw Nci^ 
wa8 once mild and humane, bnt familiarity With bfood tui*ned 
him into a ^roeious tyger. Mr Gibbon (DecUnis and 'Fall; 
voL i.) contends, that the penecutions of the 4:hixrc9i by* the 
Roman Pontiffs infinitely exceeded those of th*^ pteigana emper- 
ora of Rome ; and allowing £ar las'pariiaSHei oil sudi a' qfwes* 
tioB, thdc seems to be hUt too'/nnc^ evidence firbm dther quar> 
lert, to admit of bis «6ndusidn beifi^ disptlte^-^*' Ift thi 
Netberbnda alooe, more than rl 00*000 of tbe siibjectt of 
C)iaxlea V. are said to ha¥e siiffered by the band of the ekcoa* 
tioner^ for their religion. If we may beliere'the authority of 
Grotiusy the number of protestants who were executed in a 
single province^ and during a single reign^ far exceeded that of the 
primitiTe martyrs in the space of ibree centuries f and of il)e Ro- . 
man empire P* — The duke of Alva boasted highly of his religi- 
•ui merits, for the prodigious effusion of blood he effect^i and 

T T 
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blobdoftbt saints and nMttyrs o/yesuij^X ^^^ 
of late years become sober again, and is (at thi^ 
time particularly) quite harmless as a child j 
and may be approached without eithtf fear or 

suspicion^ But this is a pdnt in contt'oversy 

the cool barbarities he practised in tlie pope^s cause.-— Philip 
II. of Spain, his master) died like the tyrant Herod* the de§A 
kf a penecutor^ eaten up alive of worms* Sleidan (b. xvL) 
•ays that in the year 1545» in the massacre oF the WaldenSes, 
whole districts were depopulated, and the people hunted and 
^ttroyed with fire and sword, Hke noxious beasts. In the 
massacre of St Bartholomew at Paris, in the year 1572, twent/ 
thousand people (treacherously drawn together, under the 
pretence of friendship) were murdered m cold Hood; beddes ail 
innumerable company of others^ soon after, slain at Lyons, 
Orfeanst &b* In Irehnd, in the year 1641, two hundred 
thousand protestants were massacred* In Piedmont* aboat 
the year 1656, many thousands wer6 butchered. They 
have even extended the barbarous arm o£ peneektum agamti 
heretics liOo the gravcri^iturf deny them ebrutian Burudj^ 
judge them iffier deatb^ solenmly condemn item to bell, and dig 
their bodies up, and buhi their bones*-— This was done to 
Wickdiff, Bucer, and Phagius in England. The history of 
the mquuition is alone sufficient to give a character of poperfi 
and shew how well it is drawn in the prophedea. 

* '8e« Lactantio9, cb. $9, 30, 33, De Merte Persteutemm t Es* 
s^bius (de rodem), lib. Yiii. rb. 16; Grotiut (de eodem); and Jortio'f 
Remarkf on Erclci. Hist. vol. ii. p. 30* — 356. 

X Rtt» scvii. 6k 



of too dangerous condequence to be Goncedad 
without proof positive ; since the principles of 
the popish religion still remain, how strongly 
soever 4^s be denied by the advocates of a 
faith which allows the largest latitude^ in 
making aqd adhering to either asseverations 
Q^ paths witl^ heretic;, The same principles 
which have been establish^ by several coun- 
qU?, wpre fplly confirmed and settled fpr all 
time to come, as articles offoitb^ in the last 
council held at Trent. Materially to depart 
fron) these principles would be an heretical 
schism^ though it may have been deemed pru- 
dent and necessary to lay them by to sleep for a 
while^ under particular circumstances, and in 
certain situations. The dispensing power of 
his Holiness is an unlimited and infallible re*: 
source to catholics, upon a pinch, against the 
l|iv?s which Qod and Christ have made, even 
to an entire abolition j and consequently much, 
more so to give a temporary suspension to suci\ 
I'egulations of his own ordinance, as it may at 
^mes be inexpedient to the good o^ l^ply 
church to have too publicly brought forward, 
or rigidly insisted upon befoi-c heretics. They 

T T 2 
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are 60 well practised in the innumeraUe me- 
thods of shifting off, and the arts of evasion, 
the licentiousness of mental reservation and 
Jesuitical casuistry, in ptaying fast Mt loose 
with the most solemn obligations, in which a 
Kttle irregularity at times is atH well covered 
by the goodness .of the intention, and the 
greatness of their leal for the holy cause,* 
that to put any confidence in their profes- 
sions, or to trust any power in their hands, 
would be ill excusable by any emergency that 
might seem to dictate such a hazardous con* 
cession. 

Be their professions what they may, a per- 
formance corresponding to them is not to be 
depended upon. Such is the fatality that 
hangs over that faithless system^ that as it has 
on all occasions of trial acted a cruel and 
treacherous part^ against all that were deemed 
hostile to the cause of popery, so it must sdll 
and for ever continue to act consistently, and 
upon the same principles, or it would have 

* Romans iii, 8. 
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ceased to be popery^ and under the influence 
of church bigotrjr and strong delusion. The 
beast 18 still the samt^ and it has the same 
hearty tibugh its talons be pared, and its teeth 
apparently drawn. AH this is no more than 
a delusive appearance, for in this mystica) 
beast these are powers which occasion may 
restore,* though in nature they are irrecover- 
able. 

If the sttong facts recorded in martyrolo- 
gies and church history,f be not thought fsdr 
ground for estimating the present temper and 

* See tec. tix* p. SOSy and sect* xxiv, for t&e probability of 
a restoration of persecuting power to be permitted to tbe 
eburch of Rome» and the death of the witnesses thereby aq- 
complished. 

Non sum qualis eram— -caput fn^ter asnice tonsum ! 
Cor tibi restat idem, vix tibi prsest^dem. 

What once I was no more am I, 
As plighted oaths can surely prove : 
Who can on popUb oatht rely ? 
Thy oaths are fspthlesa as thy love* 

K'uU of Popery* 

f See Sleidan's and Burnet's Hist, of Reformation.-^ 
pregory's Hist, of Christy Churcbt— Fox's Martyrs, &Ci 



unchanging spirit and character of the popish 
religion^ let us take in along with these data, 
to reason upon, the character given of it in 
the prophetic writings, hy One who sips both^ 
before him and behind him.— rHe sees things 
as they really are, and is most wonderfully 
accurate in his epithets and descriptions of 
tl^em ; He has no by-ends, partialities, or pre- 
judices to serve, by giving false estimates of 
persons and things ; but sets a lasting and 
discriminating mark of character upon thfrn^ 
%vhich holds true from beginning to end^ 

Those alarming warnings should be well 
considered, — (for they are repeatedly and 
loudly sounded in our ears,)— which God 
hath given us by his prophets, to flee from 
all contiguity or connection with that contagi^ 
ous mass of •very spiritual abomination upon 
the earth. And the heavy wrath thr^tened 

to all that will not take that warning, but still 
remain in the confines of the spiritual Sodom^ 
even now, when the fiery judgments of hea^ 
ven are beginning to fall thick and hot around 
|xer^ shoi^ld be taken into our account, before^ 



\^e catl fairly calcukte the cOns6iju6nccs bt a 
tlose intimacy with popery, or the degree dt 
estimation in which that harmless and doating 
system^ teligion (as it has been called) is in 
bur days to be held, by the believers in a di- 

Viil6 revdation of the scrijiture projphecics. 

■ 

The emancipation of the catholics has beeii 
loudly demanded by the noisy democrats of 
the day, the eager advocates for change, and 
indiseriimiriate departure from ancient and sa- 
lutafy regulations, in these uncertain and dan-» 
gerous times of experiment. But this is an 
experiment more full of danger, and frightful 
in the consequences (to the empire, and to re- 
ligion in particular) it Will draw after it, than 
almost any other of the schemes of modern 
reformation. If the door be once thrown 
wide open to a treacherous foe, it will not be 
found easy in practice (thoUgh in speculation* 
ill things are easy) to shut it again, and repel 
the inflowing torrent, just in the critical time, 
that prudence may suggest such a recurrence 
to old principles^ — and imperious circumstad-* 
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ces begpui to make it mdiqpeusable to the sal- 
vation of the church and atate. 

Between light and darkness^ Chtist and 
Belial, a cordial umon of interests, and an in- 
defectible fidelity to their common cause, can- 
not be depended upon in almost any case ; but 
undoubtedly not in trying emergencies, and 
altered circumstances of political preponder^ 
ance.* All former experience, and the chst- 
racter and spirit of the parties in so heteroge- 
neous an union, forbid us to expect such 
impossibilities. For besides die natural thirst 
cf supremacy y and the innate love of perse^ 
cuting power y congenial to it, and not to be 
separated from the popish religion, — there is 
now superadded to it a visible restlessness^ 
and a spiut of infatuation every where super- 

* If the whole power of the spirtttial empire onoe mder tte 
nod of the pope, should fdl into the hand. of one unftenai enu 
perofy a due tvpremaey for its HoUnest will not be £u: behind. 
** The canon of pope Adrian for a restitution of the church landi 
win then prove too hard for our act of parliament against it.'* 

Hiit* €f Poperyt 

t Iiaiah Irii. 20. 
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lAcumbcnt upod that devoted aposttcy, fbre^ 
told in prophecy I arid, how apparent in all the 
countries where popery hais any tiaaterial foot- 
ing. 3Fhis is God's x:hrti method of bringing 
forward the fast' ripcfiing; barvdtf ^and vint^ 
ag^y^ in every dimaK ahd pl^e,* eaA in its 
owrt titeeti^theie i«i ' *^ dt bridie ih '■ the jatcts 
f^tbtpeaplt^ cdunl^^ihm^o &r.^ (Ifeiu xkx; 
ft 8i \ They are eveVy'' wliere bringing downf 
upon their owjfi heads the jtidgmetltb in ready 
preparation t6 fall,- and likb'thfe jews of old hi 
similar drcUmstfttlc&j they canndt ci'dse fi^Hd 
routing up the biif thM heaVy andlfktal-stocin^, 
which is doomed still -to yM-bici lipbtit these 
victims of a bhnd fanaticism, Xo^grMitBem 
to powder. ^^ (Mam xxL 44.) 

' None!but.ipapists themadtves'^afe-^o blind, 

at this advanced btate of ^ thi cortirbversy of 
Zi(ml\ as net to sde that the day of Christ is at 
handy > to!,^ ^iifr^jr the man of sin with the 
brjgbtncss ^ofi *bh leotning^^. as ha hitt beford id 
part ^.cousttmed bint witbtbc spH^it of bit 

* TVo.rrmariable periods of God's i^dtith upon t)6piery. 
(Rev« xiT^ \S^ 11^) and often alluded to in the prophets 

W V 



830 

i9(^oiy/i&;-~that ^ great Babylon U now ometHh 
remembrance before God^ to give unfo bar the 

* 

cup tftbe wine ^ the Jkrceness (fbU v^rathi^ 
(Rer. XTU i^.)— ^at the hour of her judg^* 
ment i$ comei ha: veoginttice oommtbced ; and 
that it will tiow no mue cease but la her Uls- 
ter exterminatioay and the. puniahmcQ]: of aU 
them that lend their aid to iqphold ^ caiise ui^ 
ble8t of God.*-^^ AU tl^o: uphold %3f|>t (says 
God) shall M, and all her hdpen^^iaU.be de- 
stroyed'* (EaceL xxk. 6, 8.) Thb b being 
indeed not aUe ^ to tee^ when ^^«n«i|^ b 
Q&fd iqp upui the mountain^*' and not abb 
^ to bearwhea tl^e blast of the great trumpet 
b blown loud. 

A needless and hopeless union with a sink-* 
ing cause, i^d whidi b predestinated to luin^ 
b surely to be deprecated* Etery experiment 
that has been recently made to^miitmur iron 
with their nury clay^ to give additional ttrengdi 
to the tottering image, and to dday for a while 
its jMredicted &U|f has stiQ tnade more and 

.* See Sect, xxivf The Cita4ro|ilie of dhe mjrttkil Bilby<> 
lonprJSgrpt. tQa&«n*^ 
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more ioaiiifest the &tal truth, diat it: cannot he 
Upheld by huimui powen agiuna( tbe will of 
God WhAt 8e«ttri^ to ourselves can jtUeh an 
incoherent coml^inaticHi yield ? ^ nv^qh i$ \\k§ 
^ br^n reed, that if 9. rbao leao theri^oa will 
enter imo bis flesh and wound hinou'*^ Non 
tali auxilkj non ad^vtoribus UtUp-^^ For fpf 
EgyptuUu shall bilp in vaia^ and to no pur- 
pose : therefore have I cried, eon^erQing thi% 
their strength is to At still/' (Iswth xxx. 7.) 

I - 

Tkfi ^ents of the last twettfy years bave 
afforded foil and convindng evidence that the 
hand of God b now set to, and the lot b cast 
for the downfall of that great city and ber de« 
pendencies, which in sfutituab ^^ reigned over 
^ kingdoms ^ the earthy which spiritually is^ 
calUd Sodom and Egypt^ where aba our Lord 
was crucified.^ And experiment, repeated 
vrith unabadng success^ has shewn that the rod 
ht has provided y^r her scourging^ b such an 
one m the master workman know^ to be fully 
iooqpetent, to the execution of the work tp 



5 Iiaiah ixxvi. Gu 



vAaA he has appointed it : ^ For behold^ Urn 
li(»^ cdttibth om of hl& place/ to punish di9 
ii^aUtantsof the eaith fo!P diriF^ihiqdity :^ the 
fearth abo*«haII <iiscoVer Irit bl6ocl,^atid sh^ll 
no tiloite61r«r heft slaiyi.' CSomeymy" peo)ple, 
enter thou into thy chamblirs,- iiftd^filitiP 4hy 
doors abbut thee: hide'thytelf as h ^^etefor 
a little moment, until the indignatioft'lie over^ 
past." (Isdah xxvi, ao. 4i.) *'* 

It is uncertain whether ^ the indigna* 
TTON*' here means the ivmtb upm^ Israel for 
their rejection d[ the Mesrias, whick hat been 
already of upwards ci 1 700 years cont&raanoe, 
and from the connection that it has in pro- 
phecy with the fall of antichrist, mast be 
deemed nonv to be very near to its appeinted 
ttrminatton ; or whether it meaiis the wrath 
that is to be poured out upon the upostatt 
christian churchy at the close of the term of 
X260 years^ assigned to that man ofisifti for 
he is to be taken off in a hurricane df the di- 
vine judgments, of which the footsteps bain 
been visible, and the ominous clouds have been 
gathering thick around the kinedom ci th^ 
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beast for some years past. Which of these 
two be meant in this prophecy se^ms of no 
material importance to be determined; sincei 
in either case, the indignation is to be rfbut a 
comparatively short duration^ at the time when 
this prophecy comes to its accomplishment^ 
by die divine justice arising in more than or^ 
dinary fierceness of flaming fire, to take ven- 
geance on the enemies of the gospel, and pro? 
viding (in an equally distinguishable manner) 
a shelter for God^s obedient and believing 
people. They are mercifully invited to avail 
diemsdves of that pecuHartty of situation and 
circumstances^ which divine wisdom and good- 
ness shall have prepared before hand for thdr 
protection, against the resistless impetuosity of 
the sweeping whirlwind. This is figurativefy 
compared to a secret chamber^ in which they 
may, aa it were, lie hid in an impenetrable re^ 
cess, g(rt about with the adamantine gat^ 
whidi the Lord of nature hath made, and pro* 
noiinced inaccessible to the destroyer of thi 

WICKBD. 

To yield a strict and prompt obedience to 
the warning voiq^, ** go ye forth (fff Babylqny 
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Jke ye frm the Chddcmur^^^ tbtri^ h nd 
pcaccj smtb the Lard^ wUo TSs wiCKBb r\ 
was suiely nerer more a pcnntof cooimoQ 
prudence, or a tesdmony of our belirfof the 
scripture prophecies more req^uiate to be 
given/ thank is in these days, in the midsi 
of the clear and accumulated eviidence "with 
which it comes aQGompanied Wfauat Iuto 
IMX>testants to do, in lending a helping hand 
for tl^ su{]f)ort of tl\e falling ^ stoqi tf wkk^ 
€dncsiy qr throne of i^i^uitj^ vbic^. inu^netb 
mubi^ as a lawf^ (Psalm xciv;. 20, aj»} 
Or what have they to bop^ for, in oondnu^ 
ing to fight against God, ^pd to expend in 
the ut$kkit attc^i^ of Qonqueriog impossibili- 
ties, thjC last resources and best blood of die 
counti^ ? By porseveri^g in the \11 omened 
conteajC &om which we are ^pmmaxided to re^ 
thre, we may ore long draw upo^ . Oftrsdvcs 
the swo]:d of yeng^ance, to whidl^ Qpd had. 
given Us original commission in another quaiy 
ter. But if we obey the divine intimatioQ^ 
and ^ enter into, our chamber^ lie bid as U 
werf for a UttU moment ^ and sbtff our ^ocOT 



• Jer. I. 8 :-Ji. 6,45.-<ReT. x^Sa- *> 
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4boU} us^"^ by leaking suitable application td 
the mercy of God through faith in hb word^ 
and repentance of our sins, the indignation 
will pass over us. ^^ Thou shalt not be afraid, 
for the desttuction that Wasteth at noon day. 
A thoui^nd shall £dl at thy side, and ten 
thousand at thy right hand, but it shall not 
come nigh thefk Only with tlune eyes shal( 
thou behold, and Jtee the reward 9/ thM 
iriCKED. Because thou hast made the Lord, 
even the Mt)6t High thy habitation/' (Ps. xci» 
6.) ^He that walketh righteously, he that 
de^i&eth the gain of oppression, that shaketh 
his hands from holding of bribes^ that stop* 
peth his ears from hearing of blood, and 
shuttisth his eyes from seeing evil He shall 
dwell on high ; his place of defence shall be 
the mumUons df rocksy bread shall be given 
him, his waters shall be l^ure/^ (Isa. xxxiiL 1 6») 
*• Seek ye the Lord, all ye meek of the earthi 
whkli ha^ wrought his judgment : seek ye 
righteousness, seek meekness, it may be ye 
«hall be hid in the day of ihh Lotd*s anger%^' 
(Zeph^ ii. 3.) 



SECTION Xllt 



The attempt to support the falling thrones cf 
the antichristian apostacy unprosperous and 
impious : — is contrary to the declared will^ 

\ and manifest designs of Providence^-^^nd 
the lessons (f painful experience. — The in* 
fiuence of a perverse spirit — is the fulfilment 
of prophecy. — I'be Scourge of popery y — bis 
commission^ — the execution conformable to 
the warranty — and now apparent. 

1 HE people of Athensi when their country 

was threatened with invasion by a [NXKligious 
armament, against which it seemed impossible 
to make any effectual redstance, consulted the 
oracle of Apollo, and were advised " to trust 
their safety to wooden walls^^ They uinier* 
stood this of their ships, and taldng the cotin- 



sel of the god, they gave the enemy a great 
and wellttimed overthrow at sea, which saved 
the state, and crushed the overgrown power 
of the tyrant, already exidting in their ruiot 

A greater than Apollo is on our side, and 
not only gives a similar oracle from the foun- 
ti^a of infalliUe truth itself, but clothes it with 
an assurance of his bles^ng, in case of our 
faith and obedience to his direction. The 
gre^t Go4 pf universal nature, when he tore 
away, by violence and with deagn, our island 
from its original connection with the opposite 
continent,* gave it the ocean and ^^ the munition 
of rocks ^^ for walls, that it might be ^^ a place 
of defence^ In this retirement (before-h^nd 
provided for the occa$]ion) he counsels ys to 
*• bide ourselves ^ as if were for (i little moment^ 
till the overflowing scourge shajl have finished 
its execution, and passed through the countries, 
and the hail shall have swept a^^ay ^* the re- 
fuse of lies'' 

* The appearance of the opposite coasts has given occaslbii 
fo Boppote thcj were once ttnited by an isthmus « 

Jt X . 
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If tve would erase ^fitOi irittofnstiiig in tU^ 
din <xf bootiesg war oa the forbiddeti shores^ 
znA^fttiA emgaigkig in an iiirfdeM:^ caote, we 
have (ftom pa^ leicperieDce ^asid ^te ^c&vihe 
promise) every thing to hope fof on the ocean^ 
2»A in 4^n€e 6f Qiom ^ates ^R4Mch^ed has 
made faBt arocmd us for an impeiietxabk bar-- 
rier. The gloiwue mevf of ^Siagland, her 
wooden ttmlisj and best asd most natunl de- 
fence, veill %e "ever invtnc%Ie vribile the caisse 
in wlucSi it is engaged, is wdi w Oed cai^ 
conttstendy pfio^ien . 

it Id atnwige if'wt irannot be ^taught by Ac 
principles of our religion, disft, as chcQj&tns, 
we are to repose aiidl conlfidence in the pro- 
mises of 'God, on'iy by comf^ing wrtb the Urms 
upon wbkb they are given ; and not to set our- 
selves in oppo^tion to his declared .derigns, 
and yet still expect a fuH exemption fimn die 
scourge he has prqpared and appointed for the 
unbelievingt Yet let us listen to the salutary 
teaching of experience in times past — ^The 
many dark and atrocious attempts of the pard-i 
sans of popery, and the less disguised d^gns 
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bf h«r coofodfinted powersi to overdirow tha 
idburdi «m1 govcnuneat of Eogkuxd, thd buU 
ii^xk of the protectant faith, have been evec 
woodisriully and pnmdeQtiaily frustr^ited, and 
hurled back with confusion and disaster on 
the heads of her ^fanatkal and perseeuting 
fet6» Is there not in this providential inter* 
position a pledge giv«n, that if y» are only 
tme to. ourselves, and £4thfiil to our Gk)dy we 
bhall not be forsaksn of him in this hour of ge^ 
Dond confusion and taror ; when the scourge 
is platted for the backs of those spiritual fools 
which for agies fnist have scourged the world ; 
tod vengeance *^ iV deifroftng tbent 'tioblcb de-^ 
4trfrfbi ibe rar/i&?"*— But if by our profane 
dlsmist of his often' experienced mercy, we 
engage in rash attempts to interrupt the 
cdurte Bf his manifest providences, (Nahum 
L 3,) to stay the uplifted arm that launches 
the thunderbolt, or check the overwhelming 
nun of the heaven directed hail and tempe8t,t 
W2 diall deserve to become in our turn the 

♦ Rev. xi. 18. 

t Iwi* xivSi, ^, V7 ? — xxix. 6 :• Jcr. xxffi. 19 : — xxt. 92. 
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objects of its fafy, and be tstl|^ ili ttftn b^ 
blood . to forbear attemptine a comttMotiett- of 
interests which never can unite. The litde 
bordiality, or hearty co-operation with out 
vain endeavours at the defence ^of the cathclid 
powers, that has been repeatedly shewn oa 

every iDcca^on; the disunion ind treachery^ 
even amongst themselves, to whidi thdr aspid 
subjugation has been prix!ttdpally owing, mig^ 
long ago have taught us that it is a devoted 
cause ; and that a protracted resistance is only 
the aggravation of their miseries, and the ful- 
filling of the many prophedes of retaliation j 
^ he that leadeth into captivity, must go into 
captivity, and he that killeth with the tword, 
must be killed with the sword. (Rev^xiiLza)* 

In this evil communication we have al- 
ready felt the first eflfects of this piedicted 
consequence, by becoming the o6/ects o/jech- 
lousy and hatred to the unworthy allies, for 
whose protection we have been wasting the 
strength and resoiirces of our country, and 

* lm.B.22, 23: Rev. xn. 4-*-e« 
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ttot uiifrequchfly been MdJi a 'satif^t td 
their trcachcty or cowardice. God ^llas m^ 
deed been pleased to lay the rod less hes^f 
updri our blindnesd and pt^sumpi!i6n;^ thafi 
they deserved; and has gfttiitid nt ifktor) 
and trhmpby {citti undtr cifcutiistances not 
so wholly detached from thiit nnbi^st causd 

m 

as could have beeii wished,) over those invin- 
cible arms, before which others ^^ bow dowH 
to the slaugbttry and a$sc numbered to tbt 
avenging sword^ To them it hath been in- 
variably ^an o^Oerflbwtng scourge^ and they 
have been trodden doivn by it^ Uke the mire in 
the streets.* By night and by day it hath 
taken them, it hath been a pain even to beat- 
the refort^^^ •* It hath come upon prinCes as 

Upon mortar^ and as the potter treadetb clay.^X 
** To bind Iheir kings in chains^ arid theit 
4ioble8 with links of i):on."§ 

But such successes haVe been mthef es- 

(Upes dian conquests to us; dearly purchased 

» . - 

in the first instance, and robbed in the issue 

* Isaiah x. 6. f Isaiah xxviiL 19. 

% Isaiah xli. 25. § Psalm cxiix. 8* 
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of thii^ of all the ad vantages that Were tti 
have . been expected from them ; and have 
only, served (in dMxt) to lepeat the painfiil 
lesson^ ia sounds, of continually increasing 
loudoessi that vrt had nothing to do im . the 
land of graven images; but must enter into 
our chamber^ and, shut our doors about us^ He 
hid as it were^ and shut out firom the usual 
intercourse vnih the nations^ for a little mo- 
tnent^ until this indigncUion be overpasL 

The powders against whom the sword u 
sent forth ^ and prevails in so astonishing a 
manner, if they had any concert amongst 
themselves, or cordial union,-^any consisten* 
cy of plan or councils, — ^were far more than 
an overmatch for the force that was opposed 
to them, almost through the whole of the 
contest. But they seem to be actuated by a 
spirit of infatuation, and led on like Ahab^ 
" to go up and fall at Ramqth Gilead^' " that 
they may go back^ and fall — be broken — and 
snared— and taken:'* There is « a bridle in 



* See sect. xi. p. 291| 
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the jai9^ df the feq)Ie cvimt^ them Co err,^ 
A perrecse spiritiof kilrigoe, and jealousf , aod 
toeacherjr is mingled ambn^t them. ' They 
'are under die influence of jtrot^ ddusim^ 
vdbich turns liieir partial ^iccesses ^ into gaU 
and wormwood^^ Far he is against tfaeoi 
^^tbat frustraieib tbt tokens tf tbi Kars^ and 
tnahtb £wuers meuL^^\ ^ SsiDeljr the pnoceai 
of Zoan are fools, the counsel of the wise 
counsellors of Pharoah is become brutish ! 

How say ye unto Hiaroah, I am the son of 
the wise, the son of ancient ^tngs ? where are 
they ? vfhcct are thy wise men 1% Let them 
tell thee now, and let them know what the 
Lord of hosts hath purposed upon Egypt. 



. • 2 Thess. ii. xi. f I«u. zliv. 35. 

X TheteiB evkfentfy ■ great iaiikig oSj mow la the -time of 
her |(Te«teit seed of it, fffmi tiuit mnwinfid fMttd tagacHy 
which «nGe dbected the cottncflt of die Hdy See, (laai. juz. 
5») and which, though the indii^dvil Pontiffii were men of 
different •talente> yet nerer forsook 'the pontifical tiara ; bat 
was eier npon the look out to hy hold of ererf etent, (which 
whether secret or public waa equally known to the pope,) and 
to turn every morement to the aggrandizement of the pap4 
pride and power. Danisl notices this feature -of the popedomy 
W g^^'^l^ O^^ ^ rf^ ^"^^^ ^^ '"• ^vX^ horui (Dan* TiL 8») 
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The Lord hath flUD^ed a pcrwfc i ac apirit in 
the midst thereof: dicy have caused H^ypt 
to err in every work thereof as a drunken 
maa staggereth in lus vomit ! For God hath 
iBet the egyptians against the i^yptians ; and 
they shall fight every one against his buother^ 
and every one against his neighbour, dty 
agaunst city, and Idngdom ^^painsc kingdom.^* 
(IsaL xiz. II.) ^ 

Doubdess we have nothing to fear firom 
the scourge of popery, if only we. persist not^ 
iq. drawing it upon ourselves God bath cut 

* That this destruction by citU discord, t}ie effect ofafa^ 
verse sfiritf infatuation ofcouniel, or as Saint Paul deccribes itf 
ttro^g ddiuion^ relates to the mystieal e^yptians^ and not to that 
country anciently and in modem times known by the name of 
Bgnrpt» seems evident ; because Egypt was never distinguished 
by a division into several distinct kingd oMis» nor weieany such 
eflkcts of dvil discord, so remarkable as to be worthy of the 
notice of the spirit of prophecy, ever recorded in history of that 
country* But of mys^aJJSgypt it nay be said with SaiBt John, 
that ebe reigmtb over the HngJomt of the earthy and baa pe^plut 
dnJtougmtf and kindreds ^ and natiqfu subject to her spiritual 
dpmiaion ; — and with Nahum, iii. 17, that <* her crowned an 
a{ the locusts^ a^d her captaku eu th^gnatgroishofferit*' (of 

number* 

.» •• • \ ■ « 
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but work sufficidit for its occupation^ without 
any interference of ourti : for •* wberesoevei' 
the carcass (of popery) //, there wiU the 
eagles bi^ gathered together.^^ In vain do they 
fly from clime to clime, and from european 
thrones to trans-atlantic colonies ; so long as 
the rank scent of ihe rotten carcass remains 
about them, it will stilt attract the ravenous 
eagles in full pursuit of their predestinated 
pre7. 4 

Ctthiin non itririniiAi ndifbity (|Q1 tiSDS ixntfe currit« 

Who dees from h^^lt^ri's purnibg wrath shall find 
His cKifiticf chafi^'4/ he damioC change his Aiind ! 

If the dire work of d«th were already 
gofte through ii> Europe, there are still other 
regions whkh the gloomy genids of destruc- 
tieii mtist visit For the decree is gone ferdi 
from ihe Lord, and Who shsift ildxti it back? 
And if another executioner were wanting, 
the;^ must of nec^ty wreak upon them- 
idves iht vengeance iifritten ; ** vlty against 
city^ and kingdom against kingdom J^ ** And 
J wiU feed them that oppress thee, with their 

y y 
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Qwd fle$hi and diey duJl he dhuken \mli 
their own hlood^ as with 9weet ^rioe ; a&d aU 
jgesh shall kaow that I, the Lord, am thy Sa^ 
viour^ and thy RedeeiQAT, the mighty One of 
ja^jok" (Iwi* isiix. 2$,) . 

In the abpve prophecy (IsaL xi;c^) of the 
jwdgmeots of God upoa the wystkaL £^t^ 
God threatens that he " wt// (fc^r^j^ the spun* 
sel thereof i^ and ** they shall seek to their 
idols** in vain, and find no relief in the mum*- 
mery of 2^ systeffik of wpentilion,, in aU re- 
spects more aUled to necrman/yf and wiub- 
crafty than tQ the qwit of thp goi^l of Christ^ 

And St John (Rev. ix. 20,) describes the im« 
pemtency aod £iiuitjr siq^emdiK^ upo& the 
mind^ hy that; mon^row svperstitk^n, to he 
such, thj^ qvfA whjk ihc fiigry widagaala0» is 
fj^Oins aroDod and. destroying ^«n^ y^tt^ 
*^ the rest of t^ m€» whkh wore Q0t lolled 
by th^ plaguy irqp6ate4 stoi^ oi^ the wcaks 
of d^eh: h;mds,, that they should aot worship 
di^vUs.^ and idoJiS! ojf gpldf. and vtYe^ and 

* See note *, sect. vii. p. 194>« The dtmon townh^ot^- 
pery and pagaaism is tlie Teij^iame. Ih Roitie it it perfbniled 
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bnte, and stone, and ^ wood : whi^h nrither 
eati see, nor heaf^ nor walk< Neither reptot^ 
ed they of their mardirss nor of their s^rcif^ 
ies^ nor df their Jbmieatiotiy nor of th^ 

The prophet adda^ that Ood will ^te theaf 
wbrse than egyptian idolatot^ ^^ ovsr into the 
kand of a cruil lord; and thai a Jkrce kirig 
shall ruk over thcm^^^^htA St Jcdm in c^n» 
8isteac7^ with sev^ra) prophtfsi^a^ saya that 
Christ will ^^ rule his apostate subjects, and 
bruise them with a rod of irorif^* The in* 
strume^t of Ptoyidence (who is, (o be proxy 
for GhriJ5t| is^ this hour of judgment, as the 
emperor Titus was in hia wrath upon the 
je w$) has a plain and legihU commission mad^ 

io the tanu umfks^ on the idm dkan^ and before the tanHt 
nmagiu witk cfaangpdd aaont* Thb AoKriplioik of St John vr- 
latcs tQ the eaatem einpiie» and the apptta^y qf the church 
there ; which has be^ ^^ destroyed bj the plagues of the 
Saracen* and Turks^ Btit l&e dhiwinj^ id ^qualfy true if ap- 
pBod to the lati»r or iMStem dUirch; ^ frBoilr jud|giAeot is db» 
scribed afterwards* Their nuirderv and tofc^fies ha^e be^ 

ikc same. 

^ Ps. iif 9.-*ReT« ^u« ^s aix. 15. 

y Y a 
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out for him in propheey, with a suitable pn^ 
amble^ (Isai. x,) setting for^ the causes for 
which this power is intrusted into his hands ; 
and the extent to which it may be carried. 
The prophet begins with reciting the corrupt 
practices of that civil power, or spiritual and 
political hierarchy, against which the divine 
war is denounced,--?-^ Woe imtp diem that 
decree unrigbteous decrees^ and that writi 
grievausness which they have prescribed." — 

To say nothing here of the* pope's manage-- 
tnent (f tbe decrees of general councils^ or of 
his own wicked bulls, or other impious papal 
constitutions ; the anathemas he has pronounc- 
ed unjustly, the laying interdicts upon whole 
kingdoms, deposing of kings^ and selling of 
thrones, at the evil suggestion of his own 
malice, or pride, or avarice, have been nu- 
merous and grievous enough to make up a 
heavy article in the charge against him. — 
•*To turn aside the needy from judgment, 
and to take away the right from the poor 
of my people, that widows may be their 
prey, and that they may rob the fatherless.** 
— ^Nothine can be more notorious* than that 
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in every conteodoa the popes always <ooi| 
the side that was the stfingtstj not the «iAf I 
Just ; and made^ 4^ handle of every thiog to 
draw adyaotage to tfayemsdveSf Nq modern 
instrwnent qould wdU convey 4 t)ettsr idea of 
the rapacious extoii^on, and iniquitcoiis jp^olicf 
and practices jof the Holy See^^-r?^ And what 
will ye do in the day of visit ation^ ^d in .die 
desolation which sl^ come ibom. far f T^ 
whom will ye flee for help, and where will 
ye leave your glory ? Witbtmt mc they shal} 
bow down uader the prisoners^ and they shall 
^1 under the sla|Q**'*-— God say^, t)>er^ ^xall 
be scarcely any need of a divine interposition 
for their destruction, at the time when this 
judgment shall be executed. The harvest is 
so dead ripe that it will fajil almost without a 
reaper.--^ For all Uiis his anger is not turned 
away, but \jas hand b stretched out still. Ho ! 

* There seems an obscurity in this pUce. Lowth translatet 
it much the same ;>^'* they shall how down under the homukmf* 
and explains it by his note ; — ** without my aid they shoB he tahei^ 
eeftivc by the captives:'— U the people of Israel, in their itrug- 
gle for emancipation, shall be made the instrument of punish- 
ment, then this will be literally verified: T^ it does not Men 
wisll to consist with what follows* 



to the Assydaiv tfat fod of mine ang^^ the 
tuff ia whoae haoii is the instnunait of mine 
indljgQatioiu^ Lvwiii Mtnd iim agadost an hy^ 
pocritkd oatioQ ; and against the'jte^^ &fmf 
wratb witt I gi^e himwd>arge^ to take the 
apoii, and to take the prey^ and to tread ^em 
down like the mire in thb streets." The con- 
federate powers (the objects of the divine 
wrath) have filled up the tn^sore. of their ia^ 

^^H^i Hih^A**yfi9th^h} . So tluaavd^iyard panageit 
i«ndf red by Bishop Lowthy to the great improvemeot of the 
sense ; for thus onda^ood. it i» a ctM From ProTidence to the 
man ordained to execute the purpose of heai^eny to oome and 
leccive Hi emimMmh Xq destmy the unjut^ a»d dctenniaed 
fOf piy of all tmthriMid righteousness; agaiost whom the charges 
\^' tbf jfttamble above cited are made out« The evaUs of late 
yeart agree so well with the following part of this prophecy, 
that it seems probaUe that Bishop Lowdi, in applying it to 
Sennacbtrib and hit copq^^^ has been ooatakexu Mai^y 
fipre of the prgpl^ciesy so applied %o ancient traiufs^oiu of a 
comparatively small importance, have since shewn themselves 
\sk another light. Time and events are the be^ inteipreteti of 
these projdKciea of very exteSsixe ref^rh \ aiid when they ar? 
lotted to bcLconoborated by i^any other p|opb«Qess all beaiiog 
npqa the same objectt and iUu^tiatiBg cuch o^her, such appli- 
cation wiU not b(^ deemed rash or injudicious, by those who ad- 
mif.t^ God \t M thus still to prophesy, even $^ ui^ ** upon 

whom THI SNPS OP TH9**W0aLQ AiRE gOMf«" 
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k^tiities, aind p^tapere4 and ffiictSsid (Daik^ vm 
25) to diefuU 'end of the time app(»nted them; 
they must mow experience' a reverse ofvfbi^ 
tune^ and are tbeoome feeU^ and dqpmei cf 
both counsel and strength ta stand befove ^iha 
nugbty scourge^ winch Qod hadi nised iqi^foc 
diem% But to shew that the iPforlc of ^tr»> 
tion is of God^ and not of man^ the piopbet 
proceeds to point out the ambitious views and 
'l^gantic projects of the instrnimtwi ^€^d^s 
ivratb * upon other sinners, and ^e ^sappc^lM^ 
mcnt of them. 

*• Howbeit, he meaneth nOl so,, neither doth 

Us heart tblidiL so;** — (that such taleota^Jbos 

are given only for the nore ciectimlf exec»^ 

• tion of God's purpose j— hh ideas of hhiiself 

are quite difierent^ and the QbiccjtL q£ bb cQQr 

quests ia not to da thsi work off Qo^ but to 
lay the f<mndation at Us own endtcss as^ 
bitioa)^** Bttt it fe hi Ms heart to dt^&f 
and cut oft nations not a few. Vox h^ ^h% 
ar< not mjf princM aU(^tstbcr H/^ i ^^ the 
strength of mjf band I ha^ie^doa&ki asA h)^^ 

wisdom^ for I am prudent: and I have tetnov* 



ifd tie Uunds of^pebpUj and bare nbbed 
tbeir t^easuresjmA I htft put d&wm the inba-- 
bitanis like a valiant man. And my hand 
liath found, a» a ntxt^ the riches of the people: 
and as one gathereth eggs thtt are left, have I 
gathered all the earth ; and there was none 
that moved the wing^ 6r opened the moutbi 
tor peeped.*** 

The prophet Daniel (xi. 40, 43) also de- 
scribes this same conqueror, and the vbleoce 
and great effect with which he ful£ill6 lus com- 

* It ii generallf allowed by the advocatet for a Ittenl ic- 
compliihment of the prophecies, b] the events near at hand, 
Willi mtidi they seto tor correspond^ that tKey nererthekts 
harrt ofteor an alKmon io fiber ehinii tlsif hifa^ duimH Bkst 
miiyfgreaUr tn^ogianUi If this applies at ail to S^snadwnby 
in the first in8tance» it is only so far as he was a type of a con- 
4ner6r in modem dmes % with wlioscf powerful swlqftgaAm (ftht 
vM^mrtty and the manner and effects of fuic6nipietti^ it has 
» wry madked analogy, fiarely it is aidw diftidktly ai afe of 
ftmvwng of iomulanetf'^ rMitig f^tmuotttr and gathering 
cggSi over all the earth, — of l«y»i»tfi«iyr, md mnRAEfi^»-*of 
m^RA olaBcfue to despotic power, '< Mtu movkf tie wa^ or 
/A^/' and if I add, 6lMiih^ of £h^se tec^Mei, ind/rv- 
jeeAig itiD greater^ it irittmake fte ooinddaiic^ mtkt iCfftlDgi 
md agreeable to &cta«* 
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Wission, against the countries and powers dU 
Vinely subjected to his resistless sw(M*d. — ^^ He 
shall come against him like a whirlwind, and 
he shall enter into the countries,"— -(shall in- 
vade the territories of the powers included in 
his commission^ with a facility and rapidity of 
tonquest before unexampled,) — ^^ and shall 
overflow and pass over^ and many countries 
jshall be overthrown. He shall stretch forth 
his hand also Upon the countries, and the land 
of Egypt shall not escape. But he shall have 
power over the treasures of gold and of silver^ 
and over all the precious things of Egypt J^ 

The rapidity of this conqueror^s march^ 
Compared to the resistless impetuosity and de- 
Irastating effects of a whirlwind, and the direc- 
tion of it towards the land of the mystical Egypt 
and the countries in connSCtion with her ; and 
particularly the marked indication that it will 
be a 'War of plunder and spoliation^ confiscation 
of merchandise and wealth, pictures, and valu- 
able statues and gems, treasures long hoarded 
in "hallowed shrines, and^ gold, and silver, and 
all the precious things of Egypt .-—These are 



354 

the points in which it coincides "with Isaiah's 
prophecy above quoted, and agrees vvith recent 
facts.^ 

In Isaiah xxxiii. i, there is another writ 
issued out to this military bailiflf) which cannot 
apply to any power, ancient or modern, as its 
object, with so much exactness of descripdoti 
as it does to this endless extortioner and weak^ 
ener of the nationsjf the spintuai perpetual ty- 
rant " which smote the people in wrath with 
a tontinual stroke^^ the men only being chang- 
ed, but not the measures. — ^^ Woe to thee that 

* See Sect* xxiv. — A furtheir account of this hreakirf or er' 

traordinary instniment of Provideiice, the scourge of popery } and 

of this new and singular mode of warfare, by which he weakens 

him that ** weaiened ike nations " dXid feasts ali the fowls wkhik 

jUshs 

\ St Paul foretold that Ae dedenaou of the popish soper* 
stitioDy and of the rapacity and insolence of church powety &c* 
would be the consequence of the revival of learning and chris- 
tian knowledges which he figuratively calls the ** hrigUness tf 
Chrisfs commgt** and which St Peter prophesies of by the same 
image,--*-** vniii tie dt^ dawn^ and the day*star arise in jem 
hearts .*" so here they aie represented as wasting away ^Uk 
yet they stand upon their ybr,— their church hierarchy and digni- 
ties, and all the mystery of their iniquity, still nominaDy kept 



J. 



355 

^oiUst^ and thou wast not spoiled ; and deal- 
^st treacherously^ and they dealt not treacher- 
ously with thee: when thou shalt cease ta 
spoil, thou shalt be spoiled ; and when thou 
shalt make an end to deal treacherously, they 
shall deal treacherously with thee ! And your 
spoil shall be gathered like the gathering of 
the caterpillar : as the running to and fro of 
locusts shall he run upon them.'' So long as 
their power continued, the rapine and extor- 
tion of the church locusts was insatiable and 
unceasing; but, in her declining days, ihp 
tables .will be turned upon the antiquated sor- 
ceress of mystic Babylon ; and sjje will herself 
become a prey to rapine and injustice^ and be 
reduced, by retaliation of her owa practices, 

ttp9 after the substance is wasted and gone. — Their Jlfsh^ which 
in other places is represented as the object of voracity to the 
laTeaout birds^ (Rev. xix. 18, &c ) means the qhurch wealth 
and princely dignities^ (to numy lesser popedoms^) i^ch abbeys, 
and overloaded shrines of the saints. These were the motives, 
to such reformers as Henry VIII. to qofcken their go lly zeal. 
^^Eyesi maniieitly allude to the episcopal dignities ; and the 
Tofigt^t to the fountain of church authority itsclf^the pope 
and his. cardinals. — 

Fallen— fallen— fallen from his high estate ! 

Dr^yden. 
Z Z 3 
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to the greatest distress.^ ^ And this shall be tti^ 
plague wherewith the Lord will smite all tbe 
people that have fought against Jen^alem^' — 
(the true churcl^ of Christ). — ^^ Their flesh 
shall consume away while they Jtaud upwt 
their feet ^ and their eyes shall consuin^ away 
in their hole^ and their tongu^ shs^l consume 
away in their mouth^^ 

Th^ mahuzzim, pr protecting ^ods of the 
popish idolatry, dx^ fallen asleep like their an* 
cient predecessors, whose ten^ples and altars 
they have usurped; and the keen satire cf 
Elijah against the Baalim of idolatrous Israel, 
applies now with equal force to the unavail** 
ing toil bestowed in holy processions^ the vain 
exposure of the sacred reliques^ and the mar 
gical incantations as uselessly offered before 
the shrines af the drowsy Baalim of popery. 
^ But our help comcth from the Lord which 
made heaven and earth. (Rev. xiv. 7.) He 
will not suffer thy foot to be moved ; he tlu^t 
keepeth Israel — (the pure vrorshippers of Jesus) 

— rwill neither slumber nor sleep.'* (Fs.cxxl 2\ 

* 

• Sec section xxt. 
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It was from this qi|iyer that infidels have 
drawn their keenest shafts of sarcasm, and 
dipt in the venom of the rotten carcass of po-' 
pish christiianity, they shot their poisoned ar- 
rows against revealed religion. But when 
thus this mighty stumbling block is taken up 
out of the way, and the severe chastisenient 
of insulted heaven, visibly distinguishable up- 
on it, shall have vindicated the gospel from 
the odious charge of errors and corruption 
not its own, then will the blessed Jesus cease 
to be to his awaked people Israel ^' a stone of 
stumbling, and a rocl^ of offence.'* The 
same stone which thes^ master builders re^* 
fused, (both in the church of unbelieving Is- 
rael, and of the apostatizing christians,) shall 
in the eyes of both become the head of the 
foraer, dect and precious^ as before (for many 
ages) it had been trampled upon and buried 
under the rubbish of popish and Jewish fables 
and traditions.* What Christ with his own 
mouth declared to the jews concerning this 

♦ ItaL Tin. 1*, 15 — ZecK. iii. 9.— Pi. cxviii. 22.— 1 PeU 
i 20; ii. ^ 6, 7» 8,— Rom, w. SS.-'Acts it, 1 1— Ephes. 
w. 15, 20— Matt. xri. 42.— Luke xx. 18. 
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sione^ halh upon them been fulfilled ; ^' whoi 
soever shall fall on this stone shall be broken.^' 
And it is now fulfilling in our eyes also upon 
the church of the apostacy ; ^' but on whom- 
soever // shall fall^ it shall grind him to pow? 
4er.'* (Luke xx. i8.) 



« 
■ 
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Christ was a stone of stumblmg on wbifb tbt 
Jews fell i-^he is, now a.roci falling ontlfg 
beads of apostate Christians to tbeir destruc^ 
tion. — Tbe jipostle^s caution to tbe primitive 
Christians very needful to be attended\to in 
these daysy lest by PHiLANfHj^OPrMnd jpui-- 

LOSOPHY^ falsely so called ^ many btjfeguiled 
of their religion and faith. t : . 

w 

\ 

Our blessed Saviour^ in the gospel, has 

conveyed to us, under various similitudes, an 
idea of the manner in which he will comfort 
and sustain lus church of pure worshippers ; 
as a vine nourishes the branches which pro^ 
ceed out of it, and as a building is sustaiped 
by tbe rock stone on which its fouadatiQns are 
laid. Under this latter image of a stone ^ in a 
contrary ^nse, as an instrument of destruc- 
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tlon, he has represented also his vengeanct 
upon the enemies of his church, by foretell^ 
ing, consistently with many other prophecies, 
that he would be to unbelieving Israel, a stone 
on which they should stumble, and fall, and 
be broken: but upon the corrupters of his 
everlasting gospel, the same stone itself should 
fdl^ with a velocity and weight tremendous 
and irresistible, and should grind them to 
powder^ * 

This destrucdve effect of the overwhelming 
stone falling upon the victims of wrath^ is the 
master key of that prophecy of Daniel, (il 34,) 

■ 

which will be more particularly attended to 
in another place. It is represented as having 
been cut without hands^ out c^ the indistinct 
and misty bulk of futurity. It falls upon the 
feet of the ^eat image still standing, but ad^ 
vanced to its extremity of decline^ and imme- 
diate ruin ensues. The whole mighty mass 
of power is broken by the reustless shock, in* 
to fragments as small (in figurative compari- 
8on) ^ as the dust of the summer threshing 
floors,^ and the wind sweeps diem away 
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But the stone which was the instrament of 
ProTidence in the mighty havock, swells into 
a prodigious importance and magnitude : be« 
comes of a stone a mountain^ and filleth all the 
earth. 

In the present shaking and crumbling state 
o£ the once formidable confederacy of the pa- 
pal power, which has been so strikingly set 
forth to the imagination by so many pro- 
phetic figures, and similitudes, and plain ver- 
bal declarations, that so it should come to pass; 
what councils are those that would enforce 
the relucCant mind to join in intimate union, 
and to stand or £dl together with so desperate 
a cause, and which (by such means) has long 
ptrovoked its fate ? — It is evident that no ef- 
foils of human skill, or wisdom^ or bravery, 
can be of any avail to turn back the commis-- 
sionedsword^ ox stay the velocity of the falling 
stone. No advantage of local situation, or su- 
perior numbers; not even the universal de- 
testation of that burning sun^ that scorches 
them with its intolerable oppression, nor the 
eiithusiasm of rage and despair, nor the cry 

3 s 
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of expiring liberty by which they are sddui^ 
tated to madness, — can any longer protect 
♦* the men that worship the beast^ and reeavt 
the mark of bis nanie^ — The short interTals 
of rest that seem to be allowed them, are but 
a deceitful peace ; and the fore-runners of a 
fresh and more calamitous overthrow 9 the in- 
variable answer to their anxious expectation 
from the avenger, — is it pcace^ Jcbu ? being 
still one and the same, — ^^ wbat^^eace !-^ 
so long as tbt wbortdoms of tby mother Jeze^ 
Mj and her witchcrafts are so many 9 ** 

How It it possible that renewed strengdk 
ind augmented resources, should accrue from 
alliance with impending ruin ? or that the ul- 
timate salvation of our country should depend 
upon so unpropitious a combination of dis- 
cordances ; contrary to the wasdom of all ex* 
perience past, and against the evident testi- 
mony of our own senses, and the melancholy 
reiterated tale of slaughter which every com- 
ing day brings with it ? The present abject 

state, and fallen majesty of Rome and her 
» _ 

cohfederate powers, is not to be restored y&r 
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the strengtbening of England^ their ancient 
and successful opponent; but for her hurt, 
and against the day of her visitation, if it 
should be the will of Providence that she also 
mtist fall. For it is written in the book of fate, 
that a day is yet to come, when the never dy- 
ing rancour of the antichristian persecutor will 
, ■ • . 

revive, perhaps also his tripple diadem be re- 
sumed, and all the fulness of his once dreaded 
apostolical authority. And one more severe 
trial of the faith and patience of the saints, 
though not of long continuance, awaits the 
reformed chitrches.* Such a favorable turn 
in the falling fortunes of the man pf sin, is 
Tcry consistent with the prophecies, and in 

ft 

this eventful period of a changeable world, is 
hot contrary to probability. It may be more- 
over requisite to the catastrophe of the lon^ 
ccmdnued tragedy which he has been acting, 
ifti the theatre of the church, that the last 

♦ Sec sect. vii. p. 203.-— The opinion of Bishop Newton, 
Mr Medcy and other high authorities on this point, founded oa 
the great disagreement amongst the commentators on the dca: '• 
of the witnesses, which is still obscure, because it is still future^ 
ia.icspect to the concluding parts of it. 

3 A2 
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8cene of it, or the final fall of that superlatiTe 
and ludferian pride, may be conducted widi a 
suitable dignity ; and all the world may wit- 
ness the truth of prophecy in bis character 
and state, and the justice of heaveii in his 
doom. "And a mighty angel took up a 
stone like a great mjillstone, and cast it«into 
the sea, saying thus with viglencb shall 
that great city Babylon be thrown down, and 
shall be found no more at alL'' (Rev. xviiL 

If such is to be the doom of the anth- 
christian Babylon^ or the hierarchy and ^ 
ritual confederacy of popery, as allpro^estant 
interpreters are agreed j and if we have evi* 

♦ Certlssimum est nomine Bahylonltf ^c. ** There can be no 
doubt that by the name of Babylon the city of Rome it to be 
understood."— Baronius ad ann. 45, Johannes m jffca^fti 
passim Romam vocat Babylonem yr.— " John every whae in the" 
Revelations calls Rome Babylon, which is manifest feom the' 
xvii. chapter."— Bellannine de Rom, Pontif. lib. iii. c xiii. 
Father Calmet says that Rome is^pointed out by St John it 
his Rev.lation, xiv. 8,— xvi. 19, -xvii, 5»— xviii. % IQr^b 
by the name of Babylbn, which he describes in such a inamicr 
as can only agree to Rome ; 1, by its command over all natiooi^ 
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deat STinptoiis o£ die speedyr approadb of 
that fatal period, it cannot: be comisf^M widi 
80und policy, toy more than it ^ \^lh {mM^ 
testant piractplo^ to adimt of aa5r nmon widi 
catholic^ under any. circtttastonces. * What* 

r 

ever is conceded to the turbideat deman^d? of 
men of infatuated imnds^ {^^ fObicb Of^Hii 
the troubled sea^ wbtn it camM' rcJt^ wb^Jt 
waters cast up mire and dirt^^^) beyodd tM 
liberal toleration they have enjoyed under thit 
protection of a free gcrvemment^ will oniy 
quicken and bring forward the rash dedgna 
which lurk beneath these fair pretenoee^ And 
will eventually batch a cockatrice fbr fhenr 
own destruction, if not that of the comtry 
ako4 

— «% by its cruilty towards tlie fjusts, — and 5» bf its tkuaflim 
-upon seven hills. Rev. xvii. d«— 'And that these descriptioB(i 
are meant of Rome, both as a pagan and papal persecutor of 
the saintSy is evident, because her fall and destruction in this 
manner hath not yet taken ^lace, that she should become *'tht 
babkaium efdevUtf and the hold oi evtrf foul spirit^ and a cage 
of every unclean and hateful ^//,"— unless it be allowed thatjir 
popes and cardinals merit these appellations. Newton* voL iS« 
p. 312. 

^ t I«>- Wi 20. X Isai. lix. 5. 
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. To hold fordi tumecessary encouragement 
tfid favor to a system of religion whicli the 
gpBpel 80 palpably disowns, and Gkxl declarei 
to«he the object of his extreme abhorrence, if 
popery be andchristianism '^ — oc to nelax in 
our just suspicion agsunst a system of duplici* 
ty and cruelty, frpm which Christ and hb 
witness^ have su&red the torments of a per-^ 
petual crucifis^bi^ and an open shame, would 
be shewing a criminal inattention to that swrt 
ifitfrd of prophecy^ and the many alarming 
^nramings in g^t mercy given us thereby*— *• 
It wpuld be putting a contempt upon the 
<^r bought experience and wisdom of thff 
framers of pur religious articles and creed^ 
and treating as a ridiculous chimera a caution 
to which the holy spirit hath attached so great 
an importance. — ^^ Depart ye, depart ye, go y& 

out from thence ; — ^touch no unclean thing, go 
ye out of the midst of her^ be ye clean that bear 
the vessels of the Lord." (Isal lii. 1112 Con 
vi. 17.) 

to 
Our blessed Saviour made a question, which 

aeems to imply a negative, that at bis coming 
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ke should scarcely find fsuth xemaimng upon 
^arth.^ And in the Revdadons he repeats 
the caution agamst fashionable infidelity, or 
that spirit of levity which considers a respectr 
fiil dependence upon the scripture prophedes 
as no better than sujperstition and weakness. 
" Behold 1 I come as a thief ''^ — that is,, with- 
out observation, or with signs preceding my 
xoming of such a nature, that it is possible 
you may be either laughed or reasoned out 
rf your belief of them : — ^^ blessed is he that 
watcheth, and keepctb bis garments^ lest be 
walk naked^ and they see his shame/* (Rev« 
xvL 15.) The garments here spoken of res- 
present our faith, and the nakedness our phi- 
losophy, . It is the constantly recurring cen- 
sure upon Israel of old, and the occasion of 
their frequent and severe chastisements, that 
^^ tbey gave no credence to bis word^ (Ps* 
cvi. 24.) 

The political philosophers of the present 
day, in the profundity of their overweenipg 
wisdom, decry in the most declam^ory stile, 

• Luke xviii. 8. 
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or conteBDpcooiisIy deiide as mere ignoranol 
mid supeiBtitBOD, that strong abbomnce of p^ 
feij which religious men profess^ Tbef 
^oatider it as a species of bigotry equidly ab- 
horrent with popery itseU^ from genuine piM- 
hmthrc^^ and the spirit of religion; 1^ 
which (however) is to be understood tbcbr 
twn pbilosopfyy or a genera/ indifference to 4JI 
religion^ and not the doctrine of the gospeL^-^ 
They pretend to view the dogmas and tenets 
of the church of Rome with a philosophical 
i^e, which is not the Hght in which papists 
themsdves consider them. And from this 
^se contempladon of popery, they wisely 
conclude that the doctrines of the church rf 
Rome are so replete with the most gross and 
palpable absurdides, and so directly in contra- 
dicdon to reason, scripture, truth, and die 
present advanced state of knowledge aiorangst 
mankind, that it is impossible they can be any 
longer, or ever again become a reasonable olh 
ject of apprehension and dread. 

But the danger to be apprehended from 
the rismg again of the papal power ^ and the 
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general prevalence oi popish doctrines^ is to be 
estimated not from the contemptuous opioioa 
these s^e philosophers hold of them, but 
from what others, (equally ingenious and 
learned, and of the popish persuasion and in^ 
terest,) either think of them, or at least have 
to offer id their defence} and this at a season 
when, as hereto£bre, all opposition and ansitrer 
iriU be silenced, by the strong argtiments of 
fire and faggot. 

« 

The alarm may not indeed arisfb ^om 
the apprehension of the great number of 
voluntary proselytes^ that may be likdy to 
flock to the standard of the papal cross, in 
such a time of trial ; (unless indeed the thick 
darkness and barbarism of former ages should 
agsun overspread the christian world ;) but 
from that lukewarmness of the age towards 
vital religion, and the too general disposition 
to acquiesce in the sentiments of the prevail- 
ing party ; and above all other motives^i 1fr<mi 
the recurrence to the ancient method of con- 
verting at the point of the sword, and by tKe 

tortures of tlic hdy inquisition, and sdenmi* 

8 b 
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ties of its auto de fc.^ These vigoroils mea^ 
surcs for the rooting out of heresy, that root 
ofhitttrness^ may at such a season, come re-^ 
Commended to the head of the church, from a 
quarter to which a prompt and full obedience 
must not be denied i and the monster Anti-^ 
Christ may himself feel an unusual impulse of 
holy zeal, and be desirous of signalizing his 
fiery faith, and exerting his whole remain* 
ing strength in one dreadful, though it will 
prove to be his last, convulsive and expiring 
«trugglc.t 

* Quern ven> arripiiit^ tenets occiditque Jocendo^ 
Nod inissura cutero^ nisi plena bniorisy hinido* 

If once she seize* to life— and soul — farewell ( 
Death is her mercyv and heir doctrine, hell. 
For like a leechy voracious of his food. 
Her hold she quits not tlU full gorged with blood ! 

Har. Ah. Fod. 

\ Y[\t kdvoc^es of the catholic religion, as it ia kept up in 
protestant countrie^ either sofieh down or hoWy deny thefresait 
exutence of most of those doctrines on account of whidi we se» 
parated firom their church |*— which yet are artidet offhmr 
faUif and in their oWn church are carried to the same height, 
and held in the same itineration as ever. It is altogether a 
system full of ** att'deceivablentss of unrtghte<nuness**'-^yieoXJi^ 
rctervation and equivocttion, qild all ibanner of deception, may 
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well be expected from them that are themselves given up to 
delusion^ and the heftef of a Ue» They curb their holy zeal 
within the strict confinement of outward caution 9 until happier 
times shall admit of a public avowal of X^ktit faiths and fracticff 
in their ancient extent. 
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SECTION XV. 



Attention to the prophecies^ a duty incumbent 
and expected of all Cbristians^'-Every pe- 
riod of the World^s duration is concerned in 
them. — The Old Testament not obsolete^ but 
still a living word of God. — The Prophets 
still speak to these last times — and of events 
of importance to all. — St PauVs and St 
yobris prophecies of Antichrist are tran- 
scripts from the ancient Prophets^ and to be 
elucidated by them. — Tophbt ordained for 
the mystic king of prophetic Babylon. — Con- 
frmation of this topic. 

1 HERE are many exhortations given in 
scripture, to keep a close and continual atten- 
tion to the prophecies, which, without doubt, 
were no more given to the world for the mere 
amusement of the curious, than any other por- 
tion of holy writ : but /or a necessary warning 
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to all helidversy that they may hold thenlsdin% 
in a state of preparation to meet (vmh tlie 
fortitude and patience woithy of the genuine 
principles of the gospel) those afflictive revoi* 
lutions in the state of the diristbn world, of 
which they are thereby forewarned. " Lo ! I 
have told you beforehand, (said our Saviour,) 
that when^ese things shall come to pass^ ye 
may remember that I have told you of them* 
: — ^And blessed is he, whosoever shall xjot be 
offended in me." 

Yet notwithstanding the frequent wamingi 
of this nature, which Jesus had given them^ 
the disciples were shocked and dismayed zt 
the cruel disappointment of their hopes ; in 
the deplorable sufferings and death which 
overtook their master himself, and which 
they had been admonished themselves also 
to expect. To us it would have beeq a point 
of equal difficulty, to have reconciled with 
our reflections on the power and foreknow- 
ledge of God, the long continuance, and 
|he triumphant impieties and cruelties of 
Antichrist i had we not been beforehand apz 
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prized of bis coming ; and those strong fesK 
tures been made known to us, by which we 
might be able (notwithstanding his disguise,^ 
as the chiif shepherd o£ the chm'ch on earth) 
plainly to distinguish ^the wolf in sheep's 
doathiiig.'^ 

The severe tbreatenings againq||any inter- 
polation, addition to, or subtraction from the 
words contained in the prophetic books ;f 
and the blessing pronounced upon all those 
who read them, with that degree of reverence 
and faith which is due to the holy Spirit of 
God which dictated them, as weU as the 
great importance of their contents to the sal- 
vation of our souls,t are proofs suflkient of 
the high estimation in which they deserve to 
be held. In this respect, the saying of holy 
David, ** Thy word is a Kgbt unto my jee^ 
and a lamp unto my paths ^^ (Ps. cmx. 105,) 
has a double force. The prophetic scripture 
is a faithful guide ^ by which we are shewn 

♦ His mock humility and meekness is that of the Lamb of 
poJt Imt his voice betrays fife dragon in disguise. ( Rev.xiii. 1 1.) 
-^ Rev. xxii, JS, 19: i. 3. t Rev. xx. 4s 
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(^hile yet a&r off, and as through a tdescd^) 
the road we ate to travel^ and the dangers that 
tie in the way; concealed by Verdant fo^M 
age^ or gorgeous palaces^ erected on the very 
Imnk of the infernal pt— -^It is also an index 
^timcy by which, in every age, the futhJRil 
servants oE Christ may discern ** the signs ^f 
tbe times'" they live in, * and the hour *rf die 
night, and expect (in faith and; hope)- thd 
dawning of the morning, — ^ Ye have also ^ i 
more sure word of prophecy, says St Peter, 
whereunto ye do well that ye take heed^ aft 
unto a light that shineth in a dark place, mitU 
the day dawn, and the day star' arise in yout 
hearts.''^ It is a light, without which all 
other light is ^ darkness inlnUeV* ^^^ ^^^> 
who rejecting this, yet fancy themselves the 
only enlightened^ ^^ walk on in darkness, and 
know not at what they stumWe*"f **For 
the wicked shall do wickedly : and none of 
tbe wicked shall understand; but the wise'! — 
(that is, the candid and believing) — ^' shall 

understand." (Dan. xii« lo.) 

» » 

it- - 

♦ S PetcTp i. xhc. f Provwiw, iv. 19% 
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* Our Sarioutv hisiself was a Ug^t to ihp 
jews,^ mhkh thcf would aot rjeoeive^ but 
^waiJt 6n jtiU in darknessm It Is the same ivith 
ihe philosophical infidds of modem times. 
liht prophecies of the scripture^ which to 
ll>Ut4$ ausceptible of the influenoes of that 
iiolf Spiik which dictated them, ihine with 
a iocnitiouaUy mcxtmng light and perspicuitir; 
to them appear as a glimmering i^^ fatmu^ 
or like the umnuUigUlt rant of bediamiiet^ 
ijurhicb J>it8 neither meamng nor objecL^ The 
projpbeciea c^ the CMd Testameot which weit 
written XMxxf ilgf^ agOf aod committed to the 

tofe beeping of God*s chosen peqple the jews; 

» 

(who for the most part discharged that «acml 
dtit)% with fi. fidelity deserving of the praise 
and gntitilde of succeeding ages,t) yet do not 
tielate to die concerns of that people ooiy^ 
n^her are Umted to the times of Mtiqnitj^ 
wd die events which fell under the Mosue 
dispensation alone. They bebng (many of 

* The notwioos Tom Faine^ in his infamous book ^ Tk 
Age of Reason/' considcri ^ prophets as mad min^ and 
treatt their sublime writings with the most philosophical 
conttmpt* 

t Romansf is. 4^ 5« 
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ihem) eqcuilly to the dmes of the go^^ call- 
ed ^^tbe last times'' — ^ the last bour'^r-ar 
*♦ the end of the world ''-^hxid they descend 
down to even the most remote periods of the 
christian times. Isaiah in particular, has so 
many prophecies of the christian covenant^ 
and the time of the gospel, from its beginning 
to its consummation, that he has been worthily 
called the christian or gospel prophet. And in 
Jeremiah, Ezekiel, and the other prophets, the 
same subjects are introduced ; but in so abrupt 
a manner, and with sa little connection with 
xht context of the places wherein they are 
£3und, that it has given frequent occasion to 
the censure of the infidel writers, but certain^ 
ly without reason. For to say nothing of 
tlus, tiiat so very ancient a composition, is 
not to be judged by the rules which are at 
tlus day applied to modem writings, in re« 
gard to method, connection, and persiMcuity, 
&C. — the very nature of the subject is such, 
as requires those rules to be set aside ; and 
the prophecies of the scripture are by divine 
vnsdom so scattered amidst the variety of other 
matter^ with a view to that degree of obscurity 
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which i^ essential to prophecy^ till the time a^ 
its acKomplishmeat is at hand. This was par- 
ticularly exemplifie4. in the prophedes of our 
Saviour, as a priest^ prophet^ and kii^ j^^as a 
sufferings and yet triumphant Messiah ; as the 
son of David, and yet David's Lord; as bom 
of a virgin mother^ &c— '4>f ;dl which the 
prophetic intimations are exceedingly numer- 
ous : — introduced very often jabrupdy^ in Ae 
midst of exttaneous matter^ and for the most 
part wholjy unintelli^ble (and not dengned 
to be understood)) Until the full accomplish- 
ment of the several facts had made a reference 
to them necessary, ^s proofs, a priori, of the 
truth of the gospel after its publication* 

The scriptures, of the Old Testament iq 
general, understood in a christian sense^ (^'St 
Paul has shewn from many places^ which ap? 
peared to an ordinary reader the least capaUe 
of so instructive a contemplation,) may be 
considered as the gospel itself couched in 
allegorical terms. And this is the reason 
why they are still sq intete^ting. Jto a devout 
mind, and called by the apostle ^^ ihelf 
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€raciesy^* " a living wordj^ &g because we 
may trace in every page " y^sus Christy and 
him crucified^ which* & Paul has aiHrxaed to 
be the epitome of the gospd itseEf 

In those parts of the Old Testament which 

are directly prophetical, we have at diis day 
the same Holy Spirit still sptaking to us^ oi the 
things which concern our own times, (and in 
which we are intimately interested,) just the 
same as he spake in old time to the fathers, 
by oral testimony and the voices of living 
messengers^ which were afterward* committed 

♦ Acts vii. 38.— •« i}i^r# Xdy** ?«rr«i, — ^Mrho received the 
livmg oracks ; such as will aly^ys retain the spirit of life ori- 
ginally infused into them ; and are incapable of ever becoming 
a Add letter^ and unprofitable to edification, becamse thej ex- 
plun the gospel itself* 

« 

f That the whole story of the jews m Egypt, and in 
the wildemessy &c. has ai^ allegoricsd ^and prophetic import, 
relativt to the times of tbristianity, has been the opinion of many 
divines^ and is strongly supported by St Paol^i^epiatles. — ^I'hus 
he intcrptets./r<^^ of Mount Sinai, and the jeY^ish covenant, 
orig^ly designed to c^ve place to the christian. (Gall. iv. 24.) 
AimI the Rock from whicf^ water was miracldously drawn in the 
extremity of drought, he applies to Jesus Christ. (1 Cor. x.4«) 
That Christ was also ^iritually meant by tU manna^ or ** brca4 

3 c 2 
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to writing; and we shali incur the very same 
guilt which the jews did, of bang carnally 
minded, and of an unt>elievin^ and unteacb- 
able spirit, if we also neglect them : for we 
shall thus put an equal contempt upon the 
same teacher ^ and the same method of instruct 
tion. — For " by faith, they beuo^ dead, do yet 
speak/' (Heb. id. 4.) ^ See therefore that ye 
refuse not him that speaketb ; for. if they esciq>- 
ed not who refused him that qpake on earth, 
much more shall not we escape, if we turn 
away from him that speaketh £rom heaven.** 

(Heb. sdL 25.) 

* 
Our Saviour, after his resurrection, and 

when he was about to take leave of his dis^ 

ciples, opened their minds to comprehend the 

from lieaven,'' by which their lives were miraculAualy aupport* 
ed, Jesus hinnelf assiires us« (John vii. 58.) And that he was 
the substance of which' «&r/tf/^&l/A0R^9 imd dU taher u^a^ca 
Were but the shiidbws, is dn all hatads aUowedi The whok 
Jewish econbtny has beeA exphdil^ in in a^kgorical aenset and 
indeed without sucti a meaninir it Would be karcely delensibk 
against the attacks oF mfiddi. The most ddebmted saiptiate 
characters due types^f Christ in thetir Vanous capac it ies - J 6-' 
sepb in £gy|)t — Mioses in the WxldlBiiies8» tod David upon the 

thfone^ are sttdaentty^aQd confessedly suchk 
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spiritual meaning of the acripttlres 6f the OM 
Testament ; and beginning at Moses^ he ex- 
pounded to them in aU tbt scriptures^ the 
things that more immediately related to the 
sufferings of the Messias, and the introduce*' 
tion of the gospel of salvation, by methods so 
new, and so strange to the apprehension of 
die world, yet all to be found in the scriptures 
of the Old Testament. — ^Luke xxiv. 27, 44-— 
The Psalms in particular, have been peculiariy 
distinguished by our Saviour himself very fre- 
quendy quodng them in a prophetical sense ; 
and there is no part of the scripture which 
ldx>unds so much with the divine radiance cf 
prophetic light ^ or exceeds in grandeur of 
imagery, and poedcal beauty, diose sublime 
and inimitable odes. They were always a fiu 
vorite part of the synagogue service, amongsC 
the ancient jews ; and in every rational pait 
of the chrisdan church have been also held 
in the highest degree of veneradon and es- 

* The FniUteuch or fite books of Mo^s, tre commonly 
Underttobd by the words-— ilfojrx—i^ Apv—zi^ ^rin(pf«n^ &c« 
Our Lord would be^ with the ori^oal fdly nmd prsaslub 4f 
ia Genesis. 



teem*^ How elotoly they Bpgif to many 
(XMi. minute incidents^ in the passion of our 
Lfirdy and the first events of the gospel age^ 
k IB aeedless to point out. But the applica«' 
tioQ of the P^ahns to otJkr events of tie cbns^ 

iian times^ eyeti to the most remote period of 
tjbe worUl^ is not kss accurate than to the 
tio^ c^ th^ primitive chris^ans, and the fini 
conversion of &e gentiles. Thus, tin^y set 
ft»th the glory of Christ's kingdom winch is 
yjst to coine^ and -the complete subjection q£ £1 
his enemies under his feet^ with as. great 
peirsiMcuity as they record thei moufn&l. khr 
tjqry of hia passion, already agcomplished : bq| 
which, as christiatis^ we can never be. weary 
of studying again and again, nor fail of re-* 
chiving additional edification and comfort, 
ficom every firesh recurrence to the Interesting 




* The uufutd Pitjmt of Daf>ld have howettr faoen obliged 
to give way to the poem of Mr fFaUSf (not quite v^prophehCf 
though more modem*) amongst the Dissenters; which is po 
gtcAt proof of reverence fior holj scripture, though it may serve 
anoQe reasoA for their, dissent^ amongst others of equal in* 
portance. 
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St Paul, in lui «hai:Heter (tf tbe muk »# 
SIN, iind the fid) ai^iC0Uia(t lift haiB given of ^e 
strange doctrinM and practkibs thit wcfe iif 
htm to be iiAmdnced into ^t diutth) hsM 
dctitered no n&w prophecy; h^ cixAtvAtA^ 
elucidated, and fixed, in a gt^t ineastot to ij 
certainty of dme, those which hi^ predecessor! 
in the prophetic office had published. Me? 
enlai^ upon the prophecies which rclati to 
this subject, and assures the christian wori4 
that they were yet unful/fUedj but most infalK*^ 
I^ certain to take place in due time ; for thaf 
die mystery rf iniquity was even then woirfc^ 
]|»g. He alludes more particvdariy, to thtf 
prophecies of Daniel, between whose littttf 
bom J (as described Dan. vii^ ' ^4, i&c*^fiii*' 
23, &C;— xi. 36,*&c.) and St Pkul's ^an tf 
//», (in 2 Thess. ii. 3^ and i Tim. iv. 1,) thert 
is as striking a resemblance^ as betvtt^en M^ 
good pictures djrawn from one qriginal) b^ 
jdifferent masdsrs. 

» 

St John,^vho wrote his Apocalypse eeveral* 
yeilrs after the death of St Paul, has collected 
together the scatter Jtd lights of all the former 
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propbeU^ and br0ii|^ them to betr upon Ae 
objects of thdr desdnatioA^ as the sunbeams 
are diawa to a focus in a burning glass. And 
be has thus, by the guidance of the same spirit 
of divine inspiration, wluch odginaily qpake 
t^ these hdy men of old^ compiled a pnh 
fhctic history of the churchy from his own 
time, down • to thje consummation of all 
(hiqgs { in which he has introdi^ced the sub- 
ftance, aqd sometimes the very words, and 
the s^me hieroglyphics and symbols, which 
the former prophets have made use of ; and 
has arranged thf 01 Vi ^ s<A ^ chromologicd 
9rder (f time^ whlfk Wiis not necessary to be 
done before, as they were not then near thdr 
accompli^ment, ;ior deigned tq be then par* 
ticularly understood, But now that the time 
was fully come, the same h^nd vhich had 
been selected by the spirit of wisdom, to put 
the finishing stroke to the history of tl|e gosr 
pel, and unveil the original dtvinity ^ the 
Logos ^ was chosen to shut up the canon of 
tfie scriptures with an arrangement and ehfci^ 
elation of the prophetic history ; and he has 
done it in such a manner, that its daricneas 
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%1iodld be gradaally dispelled^ and its difiicuU 
ties cleared Up, step by step, as the several 
events, to which its respective divisions re- 
late, should unfold themselves to view. The 
abrupt, bold, and generally esteemed unintel- 
ligible prophecies of the Psalms, Isaiah, Jere- 
miah, &c. which relate to the events of tbd 
last timtSj become thus of inestimable value, 
as corrobdrating proofs of the same facts which 
St John relates, and are frequently of great 
assistance to the apprehension of his sense. 
Many of these prophecies seem to have been 
delivered upon particular occasions, of a tern*- 
porary importance, with which, in the first 
tense, they had a striking connection ; and 
were perhaps in those times considered (many 
of them) as thus wholly fulfilled^ and as hav- 
ing no farther s<Iope. This is particularly the 
case in the instance of ancient Babylon* The 
many prophecies againgst her, for her cruelties 
to the jews, her idolatries^ pride^ wickednessy 
ahd fancied security in her greatness and 
strength ; having been shewn by St John ' to 
have another y and much more appropriate ol^ 

3D 
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ject^ in all these respectSi many ages after 
Babylon in Chaldea was no more. 

The tiames of Babylon^ Egypt, Sodom^ 
and Edom, as well as the prophecies originalfy 
addressed to those countries j have been applied 
figuratively to Rome; for those offences against 
humanity and religion, in which she has imi-^ 
tated the crimes, and merited the punishments 
God inflicted upon them respectively, and had 
previously denounced by these oracles. In this 

manner, the ancient prophets have extended 

» • 

their prospective view into all periods of the 
gospel dispensation, or last times ; often with 
the greatest minuteness of description ; of 
which the restoration of the Jewsy and the 
tonversioH of the heathen nations^ which still 
remain sitting in darkness and in the shadow 
of death, the overthrow of the papal apostacj^ 
and the great peace and happiness of the world 
thus to be introduced, are pregnant instances. 
The allusion to these very remote events oc^ 
curring with such frequency in the prophets, 
it is not to 1)e supposed that the intervening 
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fdcts^ of the rise and tyranny of the littlb 
HORN, or MAN OF SIN, (which wcrc accom- 
panied, and followed by such mighty revolu- 
tiond, m which the fate of the church, am} 
true servants of Christ was involved,) have 
been left untouijiied by the strokes of the pro- 
phetic pencil. 

Many passages from the prophets hav* 
therefore been happily applied, by the protes- 
tant commentators, in illustration of the Reve- 
lation of St John : and that the description of 
the mystical Babylon given by St John him- 
self) (in imitation of the prophets, and by the 
adoption of their prior characteristics,) is to be 
applied to the city of Rome, is not attempted 
to be denied by several of the most eminent 
of the catholic writers themselves; Fathet 
Calmet acknowledges that Rome is there unde^ 
nlably meant j being notoriously pointed out :* 
*— first, by her command over all nations ;— - 
secondly, by her cruelty to the /ji/r/j*;— thirdly, 
by her situation upon seven bills ;— to which 
Che protestants have added, four^ly, her seven 

♦ ReT.xTu, IS. 
5 D 2 
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forms of government ; called in the prpj^etic; 
stile, seven kings^ or kingdoms. The only dif- 
ference is, that vhey apply the whole prophecy 
to ancient pagan Rome, but we to both pagan 
and papal Rome, and ^specially the latter; 
after she became the eighth king^ or govem- 
ment there mentioned; or the beast which 

» 

was wounded unto deaths in the dissolution of 
the imperial government, in Augustulus : but 
whose deadly wound was healed by the vtsurpan 
tion and spiritual empire of the pope, over the 
very same nations lately subject to the western 
empire. This was, as Daniel describes that 
of the litde horn, ** diverse from all otker hxng- 
domsl" a non-descript compound of ecclefflast 
tical and political power, whose seat was the 
throne of the original dr agony or pagan emperor 
of Rome. It thus became also that piodey 
compound of " iron mixed with miry chyl^ 
which Daniel has assigned to the ^^ feet and 
toesy^ — that is, the terminating parts of his 
great image, (Dan. ii. 42,) which represents 
the babylonian, the persian, the grecian, and 
the roman empires respecdvely ; and the lat* 
ter i)i a double capacity ; fivst, in its original 
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strength, repres^ted by the leg$ of solid ir^ff} 
{md afterwards,, in its df ciino and fall, wd xot 
generation in a new and motley ccmstitutioo 
of phurcb pow^r aiftd temporal authority blend- 
ed together, and represented by /ke feet and 
toes of iron mixed %vitb weak and miry clayJ^ 

; iSt John has dedicated a f onsiderable par( 
of his Revelation to the description of .th£ 
Beast, in its different states.^ first,, as the 
persecuting pagan rOmao empxt^ or ibe dra^ 
gon ; and next, as the antichrisdan romaQ emr 
pire, or beast which rose out of the sea^ (Rev, 
xiiL) to whom ^ the dragon yielded up his 
power, and his seat, and great : fti»hcttity j'- 
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* Calmet derives the name of Rome from the greek word 
'c^^f — strength ; and says^ with St Jerome, that chittim, which 
tfnifies to Breai or iamuff is put for Haly. {Numb* xsiv. 2i«^) 
This is strongly corroborated by the epithets of stmtgitf nni* 
Ueneuf and cruelty, ascribed to the Romans, in all the; prophe* 
^ies of DanieL 

It is remarkable that the holy spirit of prophecy* which 
$ees from beginning to end at one yiew^ derives the character- 
istics by which it distinguishes different objects, from some na* 
tttral quaSty in the subject, or some original pecuRarityt or name^ 
by which it bos been, or will be hereafter, emisimtly distin- 
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tvtn as universal a wpremacy in spiritaab| 
and the airogancy of church authority, as his 
predecessor in the same seaty the western Ro- 
man emperor^ had enjoyed in temporal&-*r 
This, in conjuncdon with the second teast 
wifich came up out of the earthy (or immediate 
principality of Rome, and which means the 
person of the pope himself^) constitutes the 
whole anticl^ristiah confederacy, of cburtk 
hierarchy supported by the secultir arm^ in afl 
the kingdoms subject to her spiritqal domin- 
ion* (Re¥. xviL 17.) 

The description thus given by anticipabooi 
in several distinct points of view, is so accur 
rate, and so agreeable to what the world has 

since seen in matter of fact, that there is i^p 
mistaking the application, in the sense in 
which it has been understood by the protest- 
ants; nor any possibility of applying it tq 
any other power that has ever yet appeared 
Indeed there is but litde of the prophecy now 
remaining to be fulfilled, and that chiefly thf; 
last act of the dreadful tragedy, by the comity 
of the day of Christ, appointed for the final 
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decision of /be controversy of Ziotty and the 
awarding of the retribution of justice to the 
tyrant himself. This righteous conclusion of 
a long triumphant tyranny, the prophet Da- 
vid seems to allude to in the ninth Psalm.—- 
*' Thou hast rebuked the heathen^ thou hast 
destroyed the wicked, thou hast put out 
their name for ever atid ever. ! tbou cne-' 
my ! * Destructions art come to a perpetual 
end: and (though) thou hast destroyed cities, 
(and) their memorial is perished with them ; 
— ^yet now, thine end is come I— Tlie Lord 
shall endure for ever, he hath prepared his 
throne for judgment. — ^The Lord also \riil be 
a tefiige for the oppressed, a refuge in times 

* The ivkieJ^ii an epithet by which the psalmist in several 
pointed passages distinguishes some powerful enkmy of the 
chuirctiy— and St Paul has shewn who wot meant. He calls 
this persecuting power ** the heathen** twice over, to denote d 
species of heathenism peculiatly detestable,— an apostacy from the 
hoowledge of God communicated to them, and which he fore« 

tells will one day be punished by divine justice in such an ex- 
emplary manners tliat all t)ie world shall confess the finger of 
Goi mamfest in it. God will be distinguished by his righteous 
judgments) as well as his mercies. The wicheJt the apostates^ 
slvaU meet their destruction in a net of their own prepari^^ 



c£trouble» When he maketh iKQtrisiTioi^ 
for BLOOD, he remembereth them, he foi^-^ 
eth not the cry of the humble." 

God's inquisition for bloody will be more 
righteous than that of his Holiness.^ heresy; 
for God will put a manifest distinction be^ 
tween the innoctat and tht guilty, in the 
track to which bis scourge of popery will ht 
directed, in this great day of wraths 

** The heathen are sunk dbwn in the pit 
that they made ; in the net which they hid, 
is their own foot taken. The Lord is known 

by the judgment which he executeth ; the 
wicked is snared in the work of his own 
hands! — ^The wicked shall be turned into 
hell, and all the nations that forget God^ 
(Rev. xiv. II.) 

The wasting away of this ^ throne of 
iniquity^ having been carried on some time, 
at length his final judgment commences ; and 
several plagues^ or progressive stages of de- 
struction are sent on before, to rouse the mo- 
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dfem aiid mystical Egypdans to reflection and 
ndformation. But the^ wholly failing to ef- 
fect $uiy repentance, but rather confirmine 
them in their obduracy, (Rev. ix. ao,) at 
length the dreadful catastrophe takes place. 
This ^eems to be a pefculiar destruction of the 
city and ^territory of Rome, the seat of Anti- 
Christ's ..iippiou^tbi;one, and the focus of hiar 
multifarious widkedness^- by a judgment from 
God similar to that qf Sodom^^ which was by 
fire from heaven, as this will in all likelihood 
be by a volcanic fire bursting out of the earth* 
" For ToPSst is ordained of old: — ^yea, for 
THE KINO it is prepared-t He hath made 

* ^ The final catasti^phe of tlie antichnstian empire is in 
Kveral prophecies coropared to the fate of Sodom, (Deut. xix. 
25; 2i. Ildi. xiii. 1&. Jer, xUx. IS;— 1. 40;— li. 25, and 
Rev. xniS,) where thele intimations of the prophets are all 
afluded to.— -She is expressly called •• spifitvat Sodom,** Rev, 
xi* 8, ■■ Se 6 sect. xxtu. 

f Bishop 'Lowth rentiers this passage — ** a fierj- pyre and 
much fuel i**- — ^which gives a stitl more expressive idea of a 
volcano, and the ready prepared material which fredi the ever- 
lasting flame. For although some volcanos have been extin- 
guishedy we are positively assured this will never he'extingoislied, 
{Rev. xiv. 11 ;— .XX. 10,) hci the hmoh tf h cptlfrise'v/i '(for 
fwj in neoxmal of the'fiagrant wickedness ^hfch lies xiaw 
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it^^r-^ind /^r^fti— r*|^, pile thereof 14 hk 
and much wood, (;)^(^br^^ of theXQrd, Hit-. 

ft 

a stream c^f, l^imtonf^^<:^kX}f^^ ^^mL 
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engulpbed, so IqDg as the fyorH.iti^shuB cn^Ure'—'Aii wiE 
be another circumstance oi re8em))IaQ(ce to Sodomy ii^ this di- 
ving judgment. And a^n, as the^ have posuiMKi'the sahitt 
of Jesua hffire^ so will thar judgment ubnMf hyfirt /<— «nd thej 

■ . . ■ / nee lex est JuJitiQr.uIla 

•qU^m necis srtifices« arte perire sua*-— — Ovip* 

** No l^w mof]^ just| thait th«t,fell tjx9Ja!t& be. 
The victims of their own ingemaus cruelty i'' 

ToFHET^ a9; Qalmet infbrma. usy, U!^ thought to h«ve bm 
the Butchery^ or place of sUiughter at Jerusalem. It is said 
that a ron/z/nroT/nf was JLept theiVyto consume the carcaj^ief aad 

filth brpught hitlier from the city* Into the same pj^oe thrf 

.4 • . *" . 

cast the ash^s and remains of the. imoM of faltt Gcds^ wfaoi 
tl^ were exterminated* It was a polluted and undean |)Iaf<>. 
where they used to throw the carca^es^ tp which they, refused 
burial. (Jer. viii. 32;-~xix. 11—13.), . Oth^ra think taf^ 
name of Tophet, wliich signifies a^ dWrm, waa given t9 1^ 
valley of Hinnom, because there they sacrificed their Childiva*, 
to the idol god Moloch ; and by beat of drum drowned the 
cries of the tortured victims. 

Calmct% howevtJ> baa pipvided another riho for TopHSty 
than that great and dread perspn^^ which.seema to have beei 
iiv the prophet's ;fyc» aodfpr wboae prison this ]^ace (he layi) 



39b 

The head of the ^kt ^ostacy^ the tri^ 
pie e^wii(£d'&nd'''imptn6u9 desi^dt; eht^tt&tt^ 
hi^ sbovt kii%s and eM^or^l kad ^ifirfg 
tht 'sc(sptii& aiid crozier MtAXid, hf if iaix^ 
temporal and spiritual empire ; at whose 
frown the greatest monarchs trembled on 
their thrones ; is herej atid in iiian^ other 

4 
'* tvM ^rJmud ofM" Calmet has fitted it up for Sennacherib 

the astyriait, to whose defeat (he thinks) this passage alludes \ 
aiid Bisbop Lowth, trbo bestows several of these fine prot>he- 
c es of Isaiah upon the temporary despot Sennacherib, seems to 
incline to the tame notion t for he says — ** here^ the place 
where the Assyrian army was destroyed, is called To fH ft by £ 
metonymy f (or figiure of speech) ; for the assyrian army was de- 
stroyed probably at a greater distance froip Jerusalem, and 
quUe C(t tbe o/foiite tide of the city*' — But the destruction of 
Sennacherib was not by a volcanic Jire% (of which the prophet's 
words are a plain description,) but by a jufocatlnj Uast^ not 
unusual in those countries, and which is well described in 
Bnice's Trarels,*. This, as being sent by divine Providence at 
that critical conjuncture, is figuratively called in scripture *' tbe 
tngeU or messenger of tbe Z»«r//,*'— but does not answer to the 
prophet's description of Tofhbt, deep^ and largct and stored 
luUb combustible materials^ and ordained of old for some personage 
of suitable importance to such a preparation. I therefore cuii« 
^^\^^t that it is a prophetic description (which coincirles with 
ucher passages to the same effect) of the punishment resenreJ 

♦ In Bnice*s Travel*,— and Tberenot's \'oyp.%^f l>art ]. lib. li 
cap. 20. Ac, 
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jpipphecies^^ qdled a king^ and unde; the eta- 
Ucm of a crowned b»at, or govemmem, U 
so considered in the Revelations, and has been 
classed as such amongst the sovereigps of Eu* 
sope. 

•The overthrow of the popish thrones^ 
(which is to take place in th|& course of the 
seven last plagues, the precursors of this final 
nun,) wherever the mention of it is introduce. 



t 



for the great enemy of the church ^ and adversary of Chrhf; a per- 
sonage of iofinitely more consequence than any individual tr- 
rant ; as his wickedness and cruelties have exceeded those of 
all other tyrants, and his reign Has continued ibr 1260 years ; 
by a continued succession of men sustaining one and the sane 
character oithe man of sin. His end will therefore be made to 
bear a resemblance to his crimes, both in the nature of it hy 
fircy and in the long duration of the punishment, Lowth says, 
that the valley of Kinnom was called also Gehenna, which was 
the word in common use amongst the jews /or heB^ or iheflace 
of eternal punishment^ and is used by our Saviour in the gospel, 
in the same sense. (Matt. v. S(;;--xxiii, 33.) The Clialdec 
paiaphrase on Isaiah xzxiii. 14,— '*VVho amongst us shall 
dwell whh the devouring fire, wjio amongst us shall dwell 
with everlasting burnings ?'* renders it « in the Gehenna of 
everlasting fire.*' 

♦ Dan. ii. 40-44; vii. 24 j viii. 23; xi, 36. 
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ed, is always described iii the same terms aJs it 
is here, where this account of Tophet, the 
concluding act of the tragedy, occurs. Thus/ 
in Isaiah xxx. 26, the prophet begins bis de* 
scription of his fall, with the great increase of 
light and universal knowledge, by which anti- 
christ had been gradually comuming.^-^^ More- 
over, the light of the moon* shall be as the* 
light of the sun, and the light of the sun shall 
be sevenfold, as the light of seven days, in the^ 
day that the Lord bindctb up the breach of bis 
pcopUy and healeth the stroke of their wound*" 

But this happy change will not be effected 
without great previous political convulsions in 
the world. " Pehold the name of the Lord," 



,* 



• I have b#ore observed that the moon it cmbktnatical of 
the Jewish ei'^ny^ or here perhaps^pf the scriptwruof. the Old 
Testament f as opposed tp the clearer and strqnger light jof;tb^ 
gospd revelatioa. Both will ti^ noyv better aad mor&geothr 
rally understood; and the Old Testament will case its %H^ 
upon the aiwakened jews, to tLc'u' coavictkn ; while tlie gospel . 
will revive an equal increase of luminous illu8tnitioil» to tke 
conversion of the out-standing bcatljcns^ and the confusion of ^ 
its adversaries.-*— .The 'purity of religion, bot^ in knowledge 
find practice, is commoply represented by li^U. 
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•«-{che power of Christ, riding on ctmqumng 
and to tonqmr^y^^ cometh from fiu*, bnmitag 
^rith his anger, and the burden thereof is 
hekrf ;*'<Mi»(the history of that time will be a 
hde Qfvm;)--^^^ his lips ate full of indsgna- 
ti(m^ wd hb tongiie as a devouring fire, and 
his bteath as an overflowing stream, shall reach 
to the mid^ of the neck, to sift ibe hatiom 
i»itb the sieve of vanity ;f and there shall be 
a bridle in the jaws of the people, causing tbem 
tv ^fy/'lj; ^ And the Lord shall Cause his glo* 
grious voice to be heard,'' — (by Israel, which 

* Rev. vi. 2; xix. Hi 

f Bishop Lowth translates it— -<< to toss the natioos witK 
the van of perdition*'' Are not the effects of this winnow- 
iNO MiiCRiNd now disteralbte ? It was formerly employed 
upon the unbelieving jews> (Amos is. 9f ) as now it is upon the 
vATiOMs in the apostacy. 

X '^AMdk/* saysLowth, 'Ms lised to fir^ct n febt ifl 
tlie rigU Wty ; b^ the Iridk which Gorf, oti thff oeesifoft; 
w3l pat in f he j««^ of the people, sbill not direict iHeitt anglrt» 
but nktii tbem ettf am! letfd rtiem into destrtictiott. *' Tt is evx- 
dently meant to signify i6mt Jteadfat joJgkeiH^ sfanilar it' ihsX 
intimated in Is»hih xix. 1 T, and in St FsrtrVir prophecf •«6f thfe 
jtTMg delmhnit** ami Daniel'si that •< the wickedf jkaffti^ ikM- 
standf'* (Dan. xii, 10,) in which St John perfectly cbhicidc^ 
with kim. Rev. xiv. $. 



hit&evto turned a deaf eai, and by the vMfAA 
at largie,. wl^ich. slialF witness thb 4^ofJMd^ 
ment upon, the aposiacy^^^^ and shall sheir^ 
the lighting doam of his ann, .wi&h the indt^' 
natioaof hi& aageo, and with th^0ame of »' 
devouring fire, with scatterhfg^ and .ten^^aukf 
and baiistonesJ^^'^^Thesc are the constant pro- 
ph^tifial ejia^blonsis of gf^at politics^ contesbkand 
r^volmioas. — ^^ Fb? through^ the; iwdco of thcr 
Lord d)a||] tHs mymxkf: ber. beafei^ dQw%^ 



'•; 



* It is thii. vene, which ha^ caused the whole ga^f^gf .t(v.ht^ 
applied in a Sterol sense to Sennacherib^ when h is certain that at. 
least the<:ondtidiBg part cannot possibly be so applied^ bntap^' 
plies (consistently with the general scope of the prophecies) ^9 
the mystic kimg of Babylon. Sennacherib* as the tyrant of the da/^ 
was appositely introduced as a ty^e of an enemy to the church 
of God* of far greater importance than himself. It seems hoc* 
dering upon absurdity, to imagine that tophst, (as here d^^ 
scribed—deep and large, &c.) and all the pompous apparatui 
of the previous political hurricane, and its wonderful effects to 
thf unproyemen^ of the raorsd .W0fld» shoilld have beei^ prapar. 
ed 2i^^\t^X,iyfivmefoftkfl9V}led^0eMd'akmgb a-stafe^- 

of .prcp^M^oi](/r9fli./^.i^«ifr^ of the <worId; waking oi^ for- 
the ugfi^it of GodVwondi for the train to be fired^ and thie trei* 
mendous cxpkuiaaa ta take«effect,—- and all this ttpon accouaf- 
of-Seonachenb*! ' wh«n for Ncbuchadaezzar and -Tituiv thQ two 
destroyers of Jerusalem^ .«ad.Anl)achus Epiphanea (who p^iit. 

luted tlie temple^ z»Arpefmcuyd md pm do*sm th» 'xortkSp ttfOpd^ 
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i^ick smote with n rod. And in every place 
where the grounded stcff^ shall pass^ which 
die Lord shsll lay upon him, it ahall be with 
tabteta and harps ; and in battles of shaking 
wili^ he fight with iL For Tophjbt is or- 

dkined of old, &c.'' 

. . . • . - ' ^ 

r Prions to the opening of the sdhtef-^ 
nuieous gulph, the prophet intimates that the 
sain»ge of God vail receive hia eoAimisnon, to 
go forth and chastise the inveterate enemy of 
the churchy by a retaliation of bloody for the 
blood which he hath shed in almost every 

ind was an adversary next in importance to antichrist himself^ 
amd a type worthy of him,} no such mighty preparation was 
80 much as once mentioned. The history of Sennacherib is 
related in Isaiah xxxvi. and in the books of Kings and Chio* 

r 

mdesy without any mention of TOPHSTy but with a conchisioi 
totally different* 

* The grounded iiaffS^ Lowth days •* no one has yet bceil 
abk to make any tolerable sense of the grounded t^f ;** and 
thereforey with Lc Qerc» Upon good authority! he renders it 
much more consistently, — *' whetesbe v er shall pass the r^ff 
iorreeiionf which Jehovah shall lay heavily upon him,"— which 
corresponds exactly with Isaiah xxviii. 18*—'* when the ottyv 
JUw'mg scourge shall pa8S through) then shall ye be trodden 
down by it«" See also Isa. xvt»5>i xxviikS; IxiiL 3; x. 6. 
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christian land. This will take up a consider* 
able time^ and occaMon severe and fiiripus 
contests, and dreadful revolutions, before the 
deqp struck roots of the monstrous and ugly 
excrescence shall be effectually drawn out.-— 
^ For witli iattles of sbaking^^ (dreadful and 
sanguinary conflicts, which will cause the 
thrones of popery to shake from their founda^ 
tionsj) the powerful monster will contend 
with the breaker J by fate appointed to his de- 
structioa His end, however, in the conclu* 
sion of the struggle, (and after a deceitful 
caim^ which flatters him with an entire re* 
storation of his pristine greatness,) is doubt- 
less to be such as is here foretold ; for several 
other prophecies seem unitedly to have pro- 
nounced such a catastrophe and doom for the 
imperial but impious city, by suffering " the 
vengeance of an everlasting lirc."^ 

Sodom is said to have been punished by 
an everlasting destruction^ and by an ever^- 
lasthig Jire ;'\ inasmuch as a fire supepnatur^H 

■ » 
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dr latihthed hf idivme commattd fiiom di6 
douds, was the agent employed ; and the dfe- 
vattafion occtoioned hy it waa of such a fiatf 
turC) that it has exhibited the eflfecfs of k 
upon the face of that tountry ever ance, and 
vrill continue so to do to tibe tod of time. 
Thus» though the original burning be now 
extinguished^ the ruin is ewrhstit^ ; and tc- 
^Diains even a proverbial memorial of tiie exv 
cessive wickedneas of that devoted {4^^^ Bdt 
in the case of the mystic Babylon, it seems 
that the fire by which she will perish^ will 
issue firom a different source, and have the 
capability of being literally evcrlaiting^ which 
St John, in the combined sense of ajl the pro- 
phecies, declares will be the case :-r-** And her 
smoke rose up for ever and ever^ (Rev« xix. 3 ; 
xiv. II.) This^ as being worthy of particu- 
lar remark, is meijitioned again, in two places 
more ; Rev. xviii. 9, 1 8. And still more 
strongly to impress the notice of this circum- 
stance, (which the allwise Spirit <^ divine in- 
spiration will not suffer to be Ugbtfy touched 
upon^ or overlooked^) besides all this previous 

mention, it occurs yet again, Rev« <xix. 30: 
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^ And the bea&t was tal^eo^ and with hip;i the 
false proph^. that wrought miracles before 
him, with wl^ch he deceived them that ^ad 
received the mark of the beast, and then) that 
worshipped his Image. These were both 
cast alive Into a taie of^re burning with 
brimstone.'* 

Thb gives us ^ very eicact idea of an im- 
lAeose crater of a new volcano, instantaneously 
opening* underneath the city and patrimony 
of St Peter ; of a capacity sujfEcient to engulph 
the wholct and worthy of being describied htre 
as '* a lake ^ffifc^ bHrning with brims tont*^^ 
In which conji^ure, (as being nothing impro- 
bable^ the well known nature of the country, 
will amply bear me out«f 



• • 



* It also explains the *f zff^itr destruction*^ (2 ?ct. ii 1.) 

\ See Sir William Hamilton's Tract, and BHdone's Tour — 
Bridone (vol. i. p, 18S,) relates that in t<ifr neighbourhood of 
Mount iEtna it is confidently believed that hell is in that place, 
eud chat an EngUsh queeA (Ann Boleyne) isfcjiming there for 
the Clime of l^avipg converted her hwband from being fi f hris« 
^ikH to become an heretic* Time and events may shortly 
prove that it is not an English queen, but a Romah Pontiff 
or two who haTe lodgings there* 

fit 0^ ^ 
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Jeremiah agrees well with such a suppoM-^ 
ifon, for he says of Babylon, ( Jer. R. 25,) — 
^ Behold ! I am against thee, O destroying 
mount^dn, saith the Lord/which destroyest all 
the earth ; and I will stretch out mine hand 
Apon thee, and roll thee down fit>m the 
rocks, and will make thee a burnt mountain \ 
and (1. 40,) he says, that ^ she shall be over- 
thrown as God overthrew SoDOM and Gomort 
RAH^^ — ^that is by fire. But nothing of this 
kind happened to ancient Babylon,* and the 
prophecy must relate (as St John also applies 
It) to mystic^ Babylon, which still e^dsts, — 
but of which he says, (Rev. kviiL 8, 9,) " she 
shall be utterly hsmt ivitb fire^^-^znd that 
too (Jf Gbd*s own kindling) — ^for strong is 
the Lord God who jUdgeth her ;'*— and those 
in her connection ^ shall bewail her, and la- 
ment ifor her, wlien they shall see th£ smoke 

OF HER BURNING. 

The prophedes all seem to intimate that 
the burning lake Where she has been en- 

* Babylon in Cbald^ was in a low atuaUon^ and her de- 
struction was hj wATia» as Isaiah by a Eteral fnijpicfy had 
foretold. (Isai. xiv. S3») 
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gulphed, shall remain a smoking inonument of 
God^s exemplary vengeance to the end of time. 
For Isaiah y speaking of the happy times ^ the 
regeneration, or the millenary sabbath of peace 
and holiness upon earth, during which Christ 

m 

I 

will reign in the hearts and actions of the 
faithful, mentions even then, the existence of 
riiis pfodigious crater of liquid Jin. — " And 
they shall go forth and look upon the carcasses 
of the men that have transgressed ag^dnst 
me,** — (or the horrible place at least where 
they have been engulphed, and remain,)-^ 
^ for their worm shall not die, neither shall 
their Jire be quenched: and they shall be an 
abhorring unto all flesh." 

That this tremendous doom belongs indeed 
to mystic Babylon^ appears from its being so 
applied by St John. (Rev. xiv. i x.) — ^^ And 
the smoke of their torment ascendeth up for 
ever and ever; and they have no rest, day not 
night, who worship the beast and his image, 
and whosoever receiveth the mark of hi* 
name." 
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• tJndoubtedly time alone can explain the 
full and exact meaning wliich is couched un^ 
der these figurative expressions s but that so 
far as concerns Topubt^ prepared and ^ or« 
dgtued of old^^ for this ancient and mystic 
Isifig, (after ^ due consideration of all this 
corroborating evidence,) it should seem there 
can remain no doubt but that part at least^ 
will be literally fulfilled*. 

^ Known imto God are all his works, firom 
the beginning of the creation j*' and, by his 
almighty power, a suitable preparation is made 

for every event, which his infinite wisdom 

» 

foreknevir. It has been remarked by historians, 
that volcanic Jires have been known to burst 
out in the very streets of Rome j* and it is 
highly probable, that from the near neighbour*^ 
hood of Mount Vesuvius, jffitna, and Strom- 
boli, the earth is excavated underneath to a 
very wide extent^ — ^possibly, throughout the 
whole of St Peter's patximony, or the terri^ 



* Vide Dionis. Hist. lib. kvi« in Tito» <{uoted by Bithojp 
Newton yqL iii. p. 323, 
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tones of the church: and the magazine d£ 
combustibles is inexhausdble^ and inflammaUe 
air, ^^ like a stream of brimstone^^ ready wak«» 
ing for the breath of die Lord to Idndle it— 
Then will the mighty explosion burst forth in 
an instant ; the thin shell will give way bjr 
ifi^ich the modem Babylon has been supporm 
ed, (while God waited as iii the days of Noah 
for her reformation^ but expected in vain,) 
and she will sink into (he abyss of liquid Jire 
beneath^ and leave not a wreck behind : ^ For 
it is the day of the Lord's vengeance, and the 
year of recompences for the controversy of 
Zion. And the streams thereof shall be tum^ 
ed into pitchy and the dust thereof into brim^ 
stonc^ and the land thereof shall become burn^ 
ing pitch. It shall not be quenched night nor 
day, the smoke thereof shall go up for ever. 
From generation to generation it shall lie 
waste, none shall pass through it for ever 
AND ever/'* (Isaiah xxxiv. 8.) 

* This passage of Isaiah, of the destraction of Edom^ wa& 
by the jews always understood of Homey which they called 
inyttical Edom, The qame signifies red; and how notoriously 
Rome hath taken to }tenclf th^ q>ithet of rrd^ ( Rer. xm* 4,) 
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•ty the Hood she hatU sliedy and by tlie icarjd rolu of the pope 
and cardlnals> is well known. If tliis description of a countrv- 
desolated by volcanic fire docs not hereafter apply to Rome, 
there certainly is no other country to tTfaich it lias ever yet 
been applicable^ or to whicU it is more likely to applft from 
the nature of the soil. The memorable earthquakes at Lisbon 
and at Messina, &c. are proofs how \ridely extensive the sub- 
terraneous materials are, and how very particularly they hare 
already put the catboUc countries in nttndt\aX such tluAgs are wrk- 
teUt and must bet fulfilled. 



SECTION XVI^ 



tff liOUBLS fJtL the prophetic doom of Mti^ 
TIC Babylon. — T^be first has taken place 
already^ and been of slow progress ; — the 
second will advance with more rapid 
strides. — Isaiab^s poetical picture of the 
descent of mock-majesty into Hades.-^A 
brief sketch of popery y in the day of its 
power^-^and in the day of its judgment* 

IT has been already observed, that the rise 
of the papal power and greatness was not 
all at once, but by slow degrees, until the 
dissolution of the imperial authority had made 
room for it ; after which it advanced by more 
rapid strides ; and similar to this progress, will, 
in all probability, its fall and final extinction 
be. " Babylon is fallen — isfallen^^ — was the 
alArm trumpet first sounded by the prophet 

so 



Isaiah,* upwards of one hundred yeafs befofft 
the real city of Babylon in Chaldea had at- 
tained to the zenith of her greatness. And 
the same is by St John uttered again, as a 
prophecy si'dlfuturej arid applicable to another 
Babylon, after the Driginal city so called had 
for long above one hundred years before been 
sunk into obscurity* *^ Babylon is faUen — is 
fallen^ (Rev. xiv. 8, and again, xviiL 2). So 
that diere seems to be something ^marked and 
peculiar in the fall of mystical Babyioo, from 
this repetition of her fall, once in Zsaijdi, and 
twice by St John; which shews tliat bodi 
prophecies refer to the same object. What 
the mystery is that lies cotiched imder the 
double fall^ will be better explained by the 
event, than by temerarious conjectures befcwre- 
hand, if indeed we are nonv premature for her 
first fall; which possibly conmieneed at the 
breaking out of the reformation. For frofn 
that time she hath been s\ovAj ^^ consmmsnig 
by the breath of the Lord^ and by the spirit cf 

bis mouth j^^-f^^and is now very perceptibly 

. • laai. xxi. 9. f Isai. zi. 4 ; 2 Thess« ii. 8» 
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thtiAj.^fidien Jnm bir biglr estatt;^ and 
becomey hj die bold and. open denunciatioa 
of this tm>> witnesses, what St John author- 
ised them to declare her, ^ the habitation of 
//rt;//r*-^(which are there wonslKpped as 
sainted gods}— ^ ii»df the bold (f n>eryf foul' 
spirit^ and a cage of every unclean and baefid^ 
bird:'' (Rev. xviii. 2.) ^ Therefore ** shall^ 
her seeomi fall now come quiddy-— ^^ her 
pliigiiea shall come mi oirr ^/af,"•'-^llat ia, in a 
rapid succession, op within a compartivel^ 
sh(»t compass of time,-— *^ death, and mouin-» 
ingv and^ famine ; and- she shall be utterly 
kurnt ^tbjire:^'^ . • 

In the harvest^ or reaping of the- full ripe 
crop, (Rev,, xiv. 15,) and the vintage which 
follows it, and i^pears to relate ta some very 
bloody and tragical event, there seema to be a 

* Kflci h xvp} xtftfWMet/^iJffftaM'— Rome has been burnt partiaSf 
by ho$tiIe force, yet she stiQ exists ; but after this Mat de- 
struction by fire, and which is ascribed particulariy to the 
strong band 4ff Cod thus jiidging her, she is to sink as a mill- 
ttone thrown into the sea, { Rev. xviii/21,) •* and be fawid h$ 

more 9t all^** 

3 G 2 
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similar intimation of a dmhlt fM^ predeitW 
nated for that catholic apoetacy, and tnysteiy 
of iniquity. And firom the prophedc datea 
given by Daniel and St John,^ the awfiil 
^ fulness g£ time" for this great act of God, 
or divine auto da fe^f cajonot now be very 
remote. Tha. dark and dresary ^ ntgbt (of 
papal illuuon) // far spenty th< dqy is, a$^ 
bandi^X ^^^ ^^^ anxious enquiry aft^ the 
time, will often be repeated at the sanctuary, 
in these days of commotions and the &U of 
kingdoms,— ^^ Watchman, what of the lught I 
«-^Watchman, wl^t of U)e night ? ■ T he 
watchman said, the morning cometh, and also, 
the night : if ye will enquire, enquire ye ; 
return, comeT^ 

For many years past we have heard of do« 
thing else but wars and slaughters, popular, 
ctommotions, disunion of councils, and public 
treacheries ; the signs proposed by our blessed 
Lord, as certain indications of his coming to 

♦ Daniel viiL 14 ; xil 1 1 ; vii. 25. Re?, xii, 14; xi. S; 
xiii. 5« 

t l83. xxTiu. 2L X I^omt xSi. 12. § Im^ ibd« !!• 
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the day of recompences. ^ The sea and the 
waves roaring, mens heaits fiuling them foi: 
fear, and for looking after those tlungs that are 
coming upon the earth.'' The appeal is now 
made to the sword, and it will shortly be pot 
close to every man's conscience, to judge be- 
twixt Christ and his vineyard.* The christiax| 
world is now called upon in a louder tone than 
CMrdinary, to pay a particular attention, with 
{^ aqd reverence, tp the passing scenes of 
God's great act, and to the cpur^ the desolating 
scourge has yet to run. Mankind are iqdi^i- 
dually and nationally admonished to put them** 
selves in a state of preparation ^ to meet their 
Gpd^^ and npWy ^ that his judgments lire 
abroad in all the earth, to les^^n righteousness;" 
for thus only, " when be passetk through tq 
ftnite the egyptians^^'^ can they expect an ex- 
epption i that so he may distmgujsh the true 

hlood of the atonement upon the posts of their 
doors, and may pass over them, when ^^ be^ 
(^ecuteth judgment against all the gods of 

"4 Its. ?• 7| Matt. xxi. 3d. f ExoJut x^- 12* 



lb Jmch a seaikm'bf uoivesB^ 
the naliMe, ill wduMift become us ^ (a» yet tlie 
vestefo df Gbd^s^ mkayv st^^ng al6M^ yet 
stilt ttohim, i^ €^ mideC of the buttitaig^ that 
rages oh every-rfde dFu8)'to wdlM HiAed'^ of 
feSlh aad^ gratitudtf, and ignorant or Heedltss of 
the great work that h going fbrwardt ; or to 

* 

hold even the liellef of the truth* itself in prac- 
tical UEffigtitebasneSs'! \t is fc^ * the sehmful 
vten in 2^ort 'tO Wrap themselves ilpiii a fatee 
securit^, and trust in the rtfiige of lies and the 
blXng place of fMseBsocT^ sayiiig, ^* when the 
ovdflowing scourge passeth through, it shalf 
not come nigh us, for wehavfe made "a covd-^ 
narit tvitB'deatby anJ with hell' are we at agree- 
ment/*' But- what saith God ? — ^** Their co- ' 

Tenant with death shall be disannulled, and 
their agreement with hell shall not stand;** 
but they shall be distinguished as the objects 
of ^hich the scourge of God is in pursuit. ' 
" Now therefore, be ye not mockers, lest your 
bands be made strong: for I have heard from 
the Lord God of hosts a consumption, even 

♦ Rev. sm. 15* 
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^terittine^ upon the whole 6artfaii! :{lrgaiah 






. I 



nullity t^ their rain es^Mibas ftt>m th<^ 
]pdpe'8 prttemkd p&wer of ibe ieysy and 4llat 
chidF pillar erf their religioft-*-/i6^ doArlhi 6f 
fmrgtOory : fcft he draws a very singular/pic- 
ture of tbt falkn nugesty of the once dreaded 
spiritual despot, and the reception he himself 
toeets with, (upon his own descent hito the 
shatksy) from all -the mighty monarchs which 
once received the law from his mouth, and A 
his frown laid down theiir crowds and sceptreji 
at his feet. But now that his throne is 'supi 
posed to have been overturned, aiid nothing 
but wickedness arid imposture found to have 
been the basis, on which it had so long stood, 
(and on which had been erected a Cathblic em- 
pire supreme over all other thrones on earth,) 
the insults and derision with which the my&- 
tic king of Babylon is received by his former 
crowned slaves^ IS proportional to the injuries 
and contumely they had tamely put up witH^, 
in the day of his power* 
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The time which the prophet assigns 4For thb 
hirious meeting in Hades, is perfectly conatt- 
ent with prophedcal chronology ; for he sup- 
poses it to take place after the resettlement of 
the jews in the Holy Land ; wUich is to be 
preceded by the fidl of the pa4[>al tyranny and 
superstition : and he puts this song of tri- 
umph over his fallen oppressor, into the 
mouth of Israel.*— 

^ And it shall come to pass, in the day that 
Jehovah shall give thee rest from thine a£3u> 
tion, and from thy disquiet, and from the 

hard servitude which was laid upon thee, that 
thou shalt pronounce this parable upon the 
KING of Babylon, and shalt say :f-T-« 

^ How hath the oppressor ceased ! The 
exactress of gold ceased V^ — ^Bishop Lowth^ 

* Itenh xiy. 3, &e« 

f By Babylon il metnt, in prophecy^ tbe tuhole Utrmdiy ^ 
popery^ in all the catholic countries; and by the kimo or Babt* 
loify the head of that persecuting and powerful confederacy 
^ Vfhuh oBhadohe mnd^^ (Rev. xriL 17>) or the chiep Pox- 
TiPftf many of whom ^pere aa execrable monsters of wickedaess 
IS ever livedi and which the catholic writert themielTes confeK^ 
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Whose translation I have followed, has greatly 
improved the Sense here,—" the golden ciiyy^ 

I 

as it is in Our translation, conveys a panegyric, 
and hot a satire.—" Jehovah hath broken the 
Staff" — (or iepiscopal crozier) — " of the wick- 
ed; and the sceptre of the rulers " — (in the 
plural number, beciuse of the influence the 
conclave of cardinals have in the papal go- 
vernment; or to express the universal arro- 
gancy of their church prelates, every one a 
lesser pope^ in his 6wn jurisdiction. — ^** He 
that smote the peoples in wrath^ with a 
stroke unremitted^^'^ — alluding to the well 
known turbulency and imperious stile of most 
of the popes (both the greater and the lesser 
Ones); and their unremitted pastoral diligence 
to draw every thing as grist to their own mill, 

* The waters which thou sawest, where the whore sittcthf 
are peoples, and multitudes^ and nations, and tongues. And 
the woman (herself ) is that great city, which retgneth over the 
kings ef the ear ih, (Rev, xvii. 15, 18.) The thunders of the 
Vatican launched at cronhied heads, and kingdoms, with so ter- 
rible an effect, to excite wars and persecution, may \v( II be 
called — •• ruRng in anger J*'-^ But now this fictitior.^ power is 
fallen into contempt, and the tyrant himself becomo the ohi ct 
of persecution, but without exciting compasiiOTK <* And tb^ 
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and to consider all the^ were able to get under 
them as fair plunder, in all the kingdoms t£ 
Christendom ; for the same spirit of rapacity 
and insolence seems to have actus^ed them 
all, without any intermission from the change 
of the individual Pontiffs ; — ^ He that ruled 
the nations in anger^ is persecuted (himself) 
and none hinderetL'' 

The powers in communion and sjnritual 
confederacy with the pope, are themselves the 
objects of the pursuing scourge, and have not 
the power to relieve their d^raded chief; 
and the protestant powers, on whom he had 
trampled in anger ^ have not the inclination to 
hinder his humiliation, but rejoice in the pros* 
pect of happier times to come, now bt u 

ten horns which thou sawesty— shall hate the whore,— anJ 
shall make her desolate— and naked — and shall eat her flesh-* 
and burn her with fire"-^(thar is, shall divide her tobstance 
and ill gotten property amongst themselves);— « when she 
shall have ceated to sprnU she shall he spmied hernlf. (Isai* 
xxxiii. l.)-^Tlie very hands which in former ages set her up on 
high, shall pull her down. — " For God hath put in their hearts 
to fulfil his willy and to agree, and give their kingdom unto 
the beast, until the werds of Cod tbaU hefulfiBedJ^ 
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fallcn.--^^ The whole earth is at rest^ is qmet^ 
they burst forth into a joyful shout Even 
the fir trees rejoice over thee, the cedars of 
Libaous. Since thou art fallen^ no feller hath 
come up against us.^'-— The power of the 
bloody and iniquitous Inquisition is put down 
with the sovereignty of the pope, and liberty 
cf consdence is permitted to all. — ^ Hadfs 
from l^neath* is moved because of thee, to 
meet thee at thy coming. He rouseth for 
thee the mighty dead, all the great chie& of 

* ^' Hdl from beneath/' &c« as it is in our old translation^ 
giTes an improp^ idea in this place \ for by the word Hell is 
commonly understood the place of tormeui : but the prophet if 
evidently giving only a poetical and ironiqal representation of 
the entrance of this degraded tyrant into the separate state of the 
dtadj which was called Hadbs, agreeable to the popular notion 
of that time. The word Hadss is indeed used in scripture in 
various senses ; sometimes, but very rarely, signifying the real 
Hell, as inLuke xvi. 23»— -K«/ if r<f iiig^ iiru^tK rif •^inXfii^ 
atifut uwti^x^* '** fiuccift^r^l The Gehenna of Fire/' be- 
ing the usual phrase for HmK^ ^^^ ^^^ Hades* See Matt« 
xviii. 9 ; v, 22, 29 ; x. 28 ; xxiii. 15, 33. &c. 

In 1 Cor. XV. 55t Haoes signifies the grave i^-^wv o-av, «?9, 
ri u*H 9 — O Hades ! where is thy victory ? But in general. 
Hades signifies the invUibU state of departed souls 9 as appears 
from very many passages; — Acts ii. 31, "Thou shalt not 
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the earth. He maketh to rise up from their 
throDe8| all the kings of the nations.'' — ^The 
mighty monarchs, his predecessors in Hades, 
over whom he had in this world exercised a 
despotic authority, are all summoned to meet 
their dread lord; and being now unde- 
ceived, they accost him in suitable terms. — 
*^ All of them shall accost thee, and say unto 
thee, — art thou, — even thou too, become 
weak as we ? — ^art thou made like unto us I 
Is then thy pride brought down to the grave, 
the sound of thy sprightly instruments /"* 

leave my soul in Hades^*' in a state of death. Rer. i« 18; 
vi. 8; XX. 13, 14, &c. 

Bishop Lowth has also translated Isaiah xxitiii. 15, << the 
agreement *wUb heli/[ much more properly, the agreement witb 
the GRAVE ; as, no douht, the prophet there alludes to the 
pope*y sale shop in purgatory only. He had not opened a 
shop for pubUc business in the real HeU^ only (by particular 
favour) he transacted a little there $ as when pope Gregory the 
Great delivered the soul of the ^^eror Trajan out of hell, &c. 
—Vita Gregor, ante opera. Et vine. Spec. H. 1. id, ch. 68. 
Man of Sin, b« iii. ch. iii. p. 99* 

* Superior eminence In the art of music ^ is a well chosen nota- 
tion of the country, which was to be the seat of this spiritual 
tyranny. The music of the romish services is universally 
known and admired. It is also taken notice of by St John» 
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f^ Is the venmn become thy couch, and thq 
earth-worm thy covering ? — How art thoq 
fallen from Heaven,* O Lucifer, son of 
the morning! Art cut down to the earthy 
thou that didst subdue the nations :'* — weaken 
them^ as it is in the old translation, by every 
^cies of fraud, and incroachment in pre* 
tended rights, and by the admixture of the 
miry clay of popish superstitions, with the 
solid iron of the original gospel^ f* Yet thou 

in his descnption of the &11 of mystical Babylon : << The yoke 
of harpers, and nmtciant^ and of pipers, and trumpeters, shall 
be heard no more at all in thee !— and the Ught of a candU 
shall shine no more at all in thee ; Jhr by thy aoacEaiss vten 
all nations deceived I** (Rey. xviil. 22, 23«) They bum can. 
dies btrfore the images of the saints, both by night and by day. 
It is these little incidental touches that ^st force and effect to ^ 

picture. 

* Heaven is used here aa Hades was before, in a figuratife 
sense. The heaven in which this once bright Lucifir, or 
fictitious morning start s^t forth his baleful radiance, was the 
fo^sh churchm But the true^nf^i^ and morning starp which ir- 
radiates the true church of the faithful, is Jesus Christ. ( Rer. 
xzii. 16.) Heaven is thus often used figuratively for the 
church in general, including both true christians and their op- 
ponents : — thus, Matt, xiii, 47, and Rev. xii. 7i— ** There 
was war in heaven f &c*" 
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4i4st say in thine hearty I will ascend the 
hpavens, above the stars of God will / €xdi 
my throne; I will sit upon ibe mount of the 
divine presence^ on the sides of the north : I 
will ascend above the heights of the clouds, 
I wiU be like the Most High!"* 

• If it can be thought by any one that Ac pnpbecy of TV- 
PEMt applies to SsNiiACHEaiB, it muit at kast be acknow- 
ledged ** that a greater than Senvacherib u Acr</'-— A^ntichriit 
18 here drawn, in perfect consistency with 0(1 the other fropbe- 
€iesf and with huiorual truth* He eialts his episcopal throne 
** above the start of Godf* or the other bishops gf the church, his 
equalsj which was the first occasion of his being calkd the An- 
tichrist. (See sect. ix. p. 2^.) At length he attains to such 
consummate hardihood in blasphemy, that he will << eit tfOM the 
mount of the dtvine fretence" that is, the altar tf Cod^ or what ia 
generally so esteemed by the roman catholics. Nettho' yet 
does thjs Qontent him> but be vfiU ascend above the beighti oftk. 
cloudtj be worshipped, as something superior to human nature^ 
and absolutely divine, and be will he fike the Most High ! 

How he mimicks the divine Majesty of heaven has been 
shewn, and will appear in the following sections ; and how he is 
flattered in his blasphemy by his worshippers^ a apeciiacn or 
two will sufdce to prove* ^ Pope Mar^n IV.. having excom- 
municated the people of Sicily, would not be prevaifed upon to 
absolve them, until by their embassadors prostrate on the earthy 
they hegged it of him with this blasphemous prayer i^^^jlgmu 
dei / qui ioUis peccata mutu&p dona nobis pacem /*'«—><* O lamb of 
god, which takest away the sins of the woridi grant us peace !'* 
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Daniel has described the blaBphemoUft arrO* 
gance of Antichrist in equalling himself with 
God^ in much the same terms. — *«He shall 

And so great was the sanctity of this wretch, that many sick^ 
blind, lame, and dumb persons coming to his shrine for relief^ 
nvere mraculotuly healed hj his merits — ai catholic authora aver/* 
— JEmiL de Gest. Francor. I. 7* 

In the council of the Lateran, Begnius, one of the bishopi 
present, to pay court to pope Leo X. called him " The lion of 

the trihe tf Judaht the root of David P^ (Rev. v. 5; xxii. 16.) 

And " bid the the daughter of Sion not to weep, for God had 
raised to her a /<m«ir"— meaning the pope I — Concil. Later» 
Subt Leon. %, Sessi 6« 

In the council of Trent it was said — " the pope is come t 
1.IGHT INTO TH£ WORLD."— Hut. Con. Treu. L ii. ano^ 
1545. 

He allows his flatterers to call him *< Our lord god tbe 
pope" — ** Credere dominum deum nostrum papam— -sic non po» 
tuisse statuere, sicut statuit, Haereticum censeretur. Extfw 
Johan, 22. lib. xiv. c* 4, in Gloss, ad finem« 

Man of Sin f b* i. p. 44^ 

Pope Alexander the Third, elected 11 59, had four competi* 
tors for nearly twenty yearsy and they mutually excommuni* 
cated and damned each other. Speaking of pope Victor, he 
says,-—** He, prefiguring the time of Antichrist, is exalted m 
high, that he sits in the temple of Cody at if he were God c and 
many hate beheld with their own eyes the abomination ofdesoi^ 
lotion in the holy place, not without many tears." Victor 
returned the compliment, and each excommunicated the other 



424 

exalt himself, and magmfy himself ^w^ every 
God; and shall speak marvellous things against 
the God of gods. Neither shall he regard the 

by the name of antichrist ! Even St Thomas Becket* in 
an epistle says,—" Mater Roma facta est meretrixf et pro marctee 
prostituta :*^^ and other bishops held the same opinion, as 
Aventine, (lib. vi,) avers. The above Alexander, afterwards 
getting the better of all his competitors, shewed such a Lud- 
ferian pride to the emperor Frederick Barbarossa, whom, by 
his intrigues, he had compelled to sue for peace, that when he 
mounted his horse, he obliged the submissive emperor to hold 
the stirrup. When that prince, after much abuse for hatiag 
mistakenly held the wrong stirrup, at length prostrated him- 
self before the pope to receive absolutioti, his holiness set his 
foot upon his neck, applying blasphemously to himself what 
the prophet (in Psalm xci. 13) has said of the Son of God,-^ 
*^ Super aspidem et hasiTttcum ambulabiit et conculcalls leonem d 
dracortem, — ThoU shalt tread upon the lion and adder; the 
young lion and the dragon shalt thou trample under feet," 
This expression the emperor resenting, answered, — ** Ncn //if, 
. seJ Petro ! — I submit thus not to thee, but to Peter !** At 
which the proud lord of the world fiercely replied,—" JSt mUt, 
a Petro ! — To me and Peter too !" Yet this does niot exceed 
the frolic of pope Celestine the Third, crowning the emperof 
Henry (the son of Barbarossa), and Constance hit empress^ 
not with his hands, but with his feet! and immediately kick* 
ing the crown off again, in token thet he had power to depose 
them again at his pleasure. — Hut of Popery^yol. iii, p. 149. 

♦ •' Our Motiicr (he Church of Rome, is, in (ruth, become • tiK 
whorr,' ana is a proititutc for hir«/* 
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God of hb fathers, — ^nor regard any God^^ 
(DjLti. xi. 36, &c.) And St Paul says, — ^** he 
exalteth himself above all that is called GoJ, 
or that is worshipped," insomuch that ** he, as 
God^ sitteth in the temple of God, shewing 
himself that be is God:'' — for what other busi- 
ness has he to sit enthroned upon God^s al-^ 
iar t ** the mount of the divine presence ?^^ as 
the catholics consider it ! 

. St John^s report of him is the very same, 
as an impious, atheistical wretch, opening bis 
mouth in blasphemy^ and usurping the power 
and apeing the divine majesty of the Supreme 
Being. So that the accuracy of this very an- 
cient and ori^nal painting of his Holiness 
THE POPE, drawn by Isaiah, about 150 years 
before Daniel, and by Daniel almost 700 years 
before St Paul and St John ; cannot be called 
in question* For every lineament and feature 
of the portrait is exactly alike in all the draw- 
ings, allowing for the stile and fancy of these 
different mastM^ ; and agrees also so perfectly 
well with the authentic reports of history, 
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that there is no need for the inscripdott ttti^ 
der it, — ^** This is not Sennacherib.^^ 

^^ But thou shalt be brought down to the 
grave, to the sides of the pit. Those that see 
thee, shall look attentively at thee, they shall 
well consider thee. Is this the man that 
made the earth to tremble^ that shook king^ 
doms ? That made the world like a desert ? 
That destroyed the cities ? That never dis- 
missed his captives to their own home ?* All 

* The prophet heightens the ironyi \}j the look of ittet* 
tive astonishmenty with which he represents the inhabitants of 
Hades (who on earth had trembled at the nod of this fvroA' 
fvi sovereign of gods and men) now contemplating his indgni- 
&ant appearance. They cannot well bdieve that it is the 
same once mighty potentate !-— ** li thin the mcaf* &c*— he is 
spoken of here in the singular number* by that common figure 
of speech with which we say— the pope,*— the ktngt &c.— not 
meaning one tfiJhvidual tftan^ but a line of popes and kings.— 
The captives whom be hevdr dlsinuiedf todj allude to theje^f 
taken captive by the pagan Roman emperor, and retained in 
Jurance vile by his image and successor in the same throne. 
Or it may allude to tl;e strong gripe of his Holiness and Co. 
when they got their enemies, the nvitnel^ in hold. They 
never let them go out alive, unless by the forfriturc of tbeif 
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the kings of the natiQiis, all of thenii lie down, 
in glory ^ each in his own sepulchre : but thou 
art cast out of the grave,* as the tree abomi- 
Qated, chatbtd witb the slain^ with the pierced 
by the 8Word,t with them that go down ta 

fouls* (Matt. X. 28» 9S. ) How he shook ilngJonu^ the history 
of every nstion can aTouch ; and if ever any tyrant can hare 
iMen laid to hare made the world Rte a desert, by the slaughter 
of the innocent, his holiness may super-endnently claim that 
glory .-i-He has destroyed the boiBes of his enemies^ and the 
souls of his friends* 

♦ The contrast here drawn between his motley pacreantry 
fvf mimic royalty, and the legitimate kings and monarchs whom 
he spumed under his feet, is very remarkable. With rei>pect 
to the posthnmous feme of " tie kings of the nationi^** the me- 
mory of the wise and good is immortalized in history, and 
cheriRhed in the affections of their subjects : and even with re^ 
ftpect to the bad kings, time has the effect o£ softening down their 
ni qualities, and embalming their virtues and exalting them. 
Thtj lie down in glory, J when put in competition with this 
siomrnaile branch,) each with his royal ancestors, in the peaceful 
tomb ; but it is not so with those execrable monsters the pon- 
tiffs of Rome* The very grave will cast out their memory to 
eternal infamy and execration ; and the stench and smoke of 
their imposture " will rise up for ever and ever.*^ 

t *^ Thrown out among the slain, and covered with the 
dead bodies/' — Lowth* As they have cloashed themselves 
miith ^laugbisr by the persecution of the saints, a retaliation of 
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the stones of the pit, as a trodden carcase f 
Thou shalt not be joined unto them in burial v 
because thou hast destroyed thy country^ thou 
hast slain thy people :* the seed of evil doers^ 
•hall never be renowned/' 

diviae justice shall overtake them» and the bodies of the shuij^ 
pierced with the swordf shall be their covenDg« 

* l''he sovereigns of papal Rome rise out of the chiircht which 

is therefore mysticaUy called their ptopie and anmhryi But thej 

have played the wolf, (and not the siiepherd,) in every sense to 

the flock of Christ ; draining the nations of their wipahh by 

pioas frauds^ destroying tbe bodies of their people by pcrsecu* 

tion, and their souls by doctrmes ofJevUsJ' ** There shaU be 

ialse teachers ampngst you» who privily shall brii^ in damnable 

heresies* even denying the Lord |hat bought them:"— (to 

put their trust in dead men and women^ or Mahuzzim.) ** And 

many shall follow their pentUious wajs, by reason of whom tbe 

WAY OF TRUTH shall be evil spoken of. And through r^w- 

tousnus shall they vnih feigned words make merchandise of you: 

whose judgment (though) now of a long time»'' (and at a 

great distance,) *• yet hngereth not," (at the time appointed,) 

<^ and their danmation slumbereth not ;" but wiQ assuxtdl}; 

take place in its season. ( 2 Pet. ii« 1— S.) 
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SECTION XVII. 



Unreasonableness ofunbeKefin the anctentjews: 
— that of modem sceptics little less so.-^A 
continuation of miracles less convincing than 
the evidence now afforded us.-^Tbey art 
capable of being counterfeited by lying 
WONDERS j-^-iut ancient prppbecyj now Jul' 
Jilling /jf ^0 countetfeii.^r'God challenges the 
world to examine and fudge of divine re^ 

velationj upon the evidence of the scripture 
prophecies. 

« ■ 

When we reflect upon the publicity di 
those wonderfbl circumstances that preceded 
and attended the birth of Jesus Christy and in 
how very striking a manner the whole course 
of bis life and ministry^ and above all, his 
death and resurrection^ pointed him out as the 
Messiah of Moses and the prophets : if we 
take into the account, moreover, the singular 
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wisdom ond excellency of his doctrine^ and the 
numerous and stupendous miracles by which 
it was confirmed,— and all this in ah age when 
miracles had qeased for ajbout four hundred 
years befor^, and were tiot to be vouchsafed 
to the world again, but only as testimonials of 
tb( Mfssias^ — ^wc cannot but feel a great de-. 
gree of surprise at the unconquerable unbelief 
pf the jews, his cotemppraries* 

The works to which he appealed^ as pot 
having been wrought by demoniacal collusion^ 
l^as they impiously and irrationally argued,) 
but by the finger of God j and that ever prC" 
sent wisdom which, withoi^t pre-meditation, 
fell from his lips, and continually defecated the 
well-concerted plans of their learned men, to 
entangle him ia ^pme absurd or illegal posi- 
tion, were, altogether, both of them independ-r 
ent of the aids of human learning, as they 
^emselves confessed with astonishment. (Mat. 
xiiL 54.) T^be prophecies also, wherein all 
these things were described with even a mi- 
nuteness of circumstantiality, (by reason of 
which they were very peculiarly applicable to 



431 

Hicfamify and person' of Jesus ^ aiid the tii^ 
when he 24ppeared ; but are thereby rendered 
incapable oi being applied to any other per** 
son,] were read in their synagogues every sab^ 
bath day, and sometimes read there by Jesus 
himself, in a manner which they could Hot 
misunderstand. (Luke iv. 21*) 

Yet the jews, possessed of all these advan^* 
tages, and still continuing unprofitable under 
them, professed themselves to. be persons of 
the most rational and teachable dispositions of 
any in the world. They declared it. was matf 
ter of astonishment to them, how their fore- 
fathers could have had so great a want of dis* , 
cernment, and such an infle»bility of disobe* 
dience to the. divine ministry of the prophets ; 
and above all^ that they should have treated 
them with so much cruelty as they did: 
whereas, had it been their happiness to have 
been hearers of their admirable instructions^ 
their behaviour would have been every thing 
the contrary to that of their fathers. (Mat. 
xxi^i .30.) Thus blind are mankind to the 
evil tbat is in themselves, and ready censurets 



ioi bthetB less wmthy ef blame : but ieaai 
ne^rec suflSsired them to go aHvay without their 
full share of that rqpiDof which tbeir unwar- 
nntable self-flatoeiy deserved 

He t(M them^ diat bad as their fiuhers 
(by their own preseot ackaowledgmencs) had 
been^ yet they themselves were worse thad 
tibeir fiitibers : and that they had aothing 
more to do than to ilill up the meastire of 
dieir own wickedness, that the judgments im- 
]pending mi^t £dl heavily upon that ^ wick- 
ed and adulteitnis generation/' on the account 
of bothb That they had redistied at greater 
fight than their Others had enjoy^, and 

which would have been sufficient to have 
converted the most abandoned dties of the 
heathens, had it been offered to them ; and 
diat it ^ would therefore be more tolerable 
in the day of judgment for even diose dties, 
than for them.^ That persons the most pro- 
fligate and most despised, even harlots, and 
publicans, and sinners of every description a- 
mongst themselves, were easier to be wrought 
upon to repentance <ind faith, and should £upe 
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!>etter ifl the Idngdorti of heaven than they; 
tvho fanded themselves men of reason and 
discernment, and of the highest merits to^ 
wards religion. 

This wilfulness in the blindness of the 
jews, feminds us of the similar complain^ 
and equal unreasonableness in preferring it^ 
which is so frequehdy in the mouths of out 
hiodern sadducees and sccJptics ;— ** The want 

of an evidence sufficiently cenvincingj^ 

■ 

They pretend that if the christian refigion 
^ver possessed such a degree of evidence of 
its truth, as a thinking man ought to be satis^ 
fied with, yet it has now been greatly weak- 
ened by the lapse of time, and the total cessa- 
tion of that alledged intercourse wkh heaven, 
on which its fbundadons are said to have beert 
laid J but which ought to have been equally 
iaSbrded to all mankind, and in every age, had 
it ever really existed. That, as the ancient 
evidences have lost much of their force, fot^ 
want of such a . repetition, by a few well 
timed modern miracles^ (of which, no doubt^ 
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tbty must have the whole direction and 
choice, Matt. xvL 4,)^so ia a little time mora 
they mu8t be whcdly worn out* 

But not to combat with arguments a strain 
of reasonmg of this sort, very frequent m the 
sceptical writers, wkkh carries an antidote 
along with it in its own absurdity, the allega^ 
tion is evidently £dse ; the very contrary be- 
ing 4easily demonstrable* The evidence of 
revealed religion does not depend upon the 
tontinual existence of miracles in the churchy 
notwithstanding thift is insisted upcm by the 
church of Rome; but upon. the certainty nf 
those which were originally vouchsqfed as its 
credentials, and other testimonies of a superior 
nature to even miracles themselves. This 
evidence is so far from being weakened by 
time^ that^ on the contrary, it derives its great- 
est strength from its antiquity. The sacred 
histories, in which the miracles of our Savi- 
our and ids aposdes are recorded, bear evi-^ 
dence to themselves, in the many wonderful 
prophecies with which they are connected i 
Whereby God is at this day itill speaking to 
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mankind^ and setting his owa hand to those 
eacrcd writings, by the fulfilment of the pro- 
phecies, some of them in every age. 

Indeed, it has been made a question, 
whether the evidence of present miracles^ 
(which we know were withstood by the 
great majority of thp jews, the best judges of 
that sort of testimony,) or that of prophecies 
delivered many ages ago^ (but punctually ful- 
filled, in such a manner as those of the holy 
scriptures have been, and are continually ful- 
filling,) be the more credible and convincing 
testimony ? But our Saviour has already de- 
cided the point in our favor, by affirming that 
it is not the want of proof that makes men un- 
believers, but prejudice, and indisposition to 
attend to it, arising fi-onj many different 
causes ; and in short, that the evidence arise- 
ing from prophecies fulfilled^ is so sufficient for 
every purpose, that they who can resist that, 
would equally resist the evidence of present 

miracles^^' 

... •» 

* Luke xvi. 3L 
5 K :2: 
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Mir^c^ a« the acripiwe in maoy plaow, 
:^mix€a w% may t^e Gounterfeited, and seyeial 
drcumstancee a^e to b(e duly coq^idered) be^ 
fore the apparent evidence arising from facts 
thai; seem to exqeed the ordinioy powers of 
Qature> caa be tafdy admittied^^ The miradles 
wrou^t hy Jiaii0es and Janibres in Egypt^ 
before Fbaroah^ ia support of the leignii^ 
idolatryy* (by divine p^mission) exceeded 
jperhaps the u$i^ extent of the diabdical illi^ 
siqn by which they had custooiarily been 
wrought ; Mnd when the e%ct ci a contrtul 
was needless to be carried any farther, there 
was an end put to the devil's power to cooo- 
terfeit* The miracles wrought in the mysth- 
col Egypt of popery^ in every j^, and to 
which the romanists appeal^ with a confi- 
dence equal to that of Pharoah's magicians^f 
are, np doubt (for the most part), a despics^ 
ble juggle ; and in those instances recorded, 
which really did exceed the power of art or 

* 5 Tim, iii. 8; Exod. vii, lit 

f Cardinal Bellarmine makes the power of working miracles, 
the eleventh note of the church. — Bellarm. de Not, Eccleu 
U iv. c, 14. 
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lt«tuit| th^ iare evidently to be adcribed to 
the pertrntted ddusidn of the devil i* being 
$till wrought for the maintenance of the king- 
dom of dai^esi. 

Upon die same principle these aecms to be 
no reason to doubt of the reality of many of 
the prodigies recorded in pro&ne history ; or 
to dispute the counUrf^t mrades ascribed tq 
Apottomus^ Simon Magus^ Elymas the sorcer-« 
er, and others ;f for which there may have 
been good reasons why divine Providence 
should have winked at them^ as it did in the 
case of demoniacal possessions amongst the 
jew8.:|: Lying wonders were to be the great 
master-key, wherewith Antichrist was to lock 
up the reason of his disciples, and deceive 
them that receive his mark, and comply vn\h 
his impious worship ; and they have effectu- 
ally beea applied to that purpose, and answer- 
ed his most sanguine expectations.^ 

♦ 2 Thess. ii. 9- t Acts, viii. 9 ;— xiu. S ; — xix. 8. 
X ActB, xix. 4f ; — Luke, xi, 14, 

$ *' Lyittg nowtdtrsy* are not only fraciised in the cUiircli of 
Rome, but even drfendtd too ; no matter for the opinion o^ 
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' But the pr&pb^cies of the holy ^pture^ 
pQ the eTidence of which the fabiick of i^ 
yealed religion chiefly rests, are incapable of 
being either counterfeited, or frustrated of . 
their fulfilment, each in its appointed season, 
•by the wickedness of men, or the cunniiig of 
devils. They bear the impression c^ the 
broad seal of heaven upon them, which doie 
does not efiace, but, on the contrary, brings 
it forward more bold and prominent to obser- 

apostles, (Rom. iii, P,) nor prophets neither. (Isai, ▼. 20.)— 
No nor their master himself (John, viii. 44?,) ** Id fatcntur 
turn noerdotesi tum monachi ; easque Tocant pioi' fitnuksf 
£ua8i iia populus ad pietatetn inctteivr.''— *^ Th^ make po 
scruple to acknowledge the existence of such things, hoth 
priests and monks defendine them, as godly deceits, useful 
to stir up the people to piety «" Calvin. Admon* de Relig* 
p. 275. 

Of such sort oipumt fntudi was that of making the credu- 
lous vulgar pay divine worship to the blood of a duci, believing 
It the blood of Christ ; — and the rood of GRACt» or image 
of the Virgin, which, by means of wires, was made to move its 
eyes, and lips,, and whole head, in proportion to the oflfering of 
the idolatrous devotee. These, with manjr other imposluies, 
were exposed to the people at Paul's cross, by the lord Crom- 
well, and the other commissioners of king Henry VIIL at the 
supprssstoQ of the monasteries.— -Life of Cromwell, p. 1359^ 
—Man of §in, b. 3. 
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Tdtim. if these ancient prophecies had i^ 
deed been merely lucky lut8 once or twictf 
only, for five hundred times missing of their 
aim, (which must have been the case, in those 
of even. a short date, had they depended up* 

on human sagacity and foresight alone,) an 
objection nught reasonably have been laid 
against their testimony. But on the con-^ 
trary, it has never been proved that one tittle 
has failed of its full accomplishment, much 
less turned out clearly contrary to tbe predict 
tion ; although the prophecies are exceedingly 
numerous, most of them of a currency far 
surpassing the sagacity of men, or spiritual 
agents, of the most perfect intelligence to ex*^ 
tend Mb ; and some of these minutely circum^ 
stantial^ foretelling things not at all likely to 
happen, but wholly improbable^ unaccount^ 
able, and next to impossible. Many of the 

^ Instances of this, the ymegar mingled with gall. (Ps. Ixix. 
21; Matt« xxvii. 34.) Tbe piercing his hands and feet. 
( Ps, xxii* 16 ; Zcch. xii. 10 ; xiii. 6 ; John xix, 37. ) The 
parting his garments, (Ps. xxii, 18 s Matt. xxYii. 35.) That 
his bones should not be broken. (Ps. xxxiv, 20 ; £xod. xii. 
46.) The thirty pieces of siher. (Zech. xi. 12, IS j MatU 
tXTii. 6| 9f &c. } 
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j^rbptieciGs which have been punctually (iiU 
filled, were so unacceptable to the persooft 
concerned m them, that the disbelUf of tbi 
generation which should see them fmlfitted, was 
made a part of the prophecy itself. IsaL liii^ 
'^ Who hath believed our report ^''-^^ohn ytu 
5, ^^ For neither did bis brethren bdieve ia 
hinu"— And Hab. L 5, ^ Behold ! ye am<mg 
die heathen, and r^ard^ and wonder marvd- 
knisly ; for I will work a work in your days 
which ye will not believe^ though it be txdd 
youii'^ 

; The scripture prophecies were very ofieil 
totally oppodte to the probabilities of things^ 
and inconsistent with the wishes and inten^ 
tions of the persons who unwittingly fulfilled 
them :f they drew the characters of men, 
and described the revolutions of empires for 
many centuries, with the most exact truth : 
foretold the actions of persons pointed out by 
namey before they were bom, as of Cyrus,^ 

f Of which thoae fulfilled in the sufferings of jetut, ouf 
Lordy were very remarkable imtanoei* 
X IsaL xliv, 28 1 xlv. Ij &c. 
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Jcsua Chmt, and John the Baptist ; and de- 
dared the Hcret motives by which the parties 
would he influenced, and even the very words 
in which they would express themselves j* alt 
which it is utterly impossible to ascribe to a 
qpirit of fanaticism» or a premeditated impo^ 
turOf 

It is, therefore, with the greatest justice that 
St Peter calls the writings of the inspired au- 
thcMTS " a sure word of prophecy l^ and recom- 
mends a continual and reverent attention to it, 
as a part of our christian duty, useful to our^ 
selves and well pleasing to Cod. And, doubt- 
less, the reason why he lays so great a stress 
upon prophecy, is because the canon of the 
scriptures was then drawing near to its close, 
and neither miracles nor immediate revelation 
from heaven would be vouchsafed any more 
to mankind ; but they must look to those aU 
ready given^ as their guide through all time to 
come, and as containing the prophecies in 
which the fate of the christian world, to the. 
end of time, was mystically wrapped up. 

* Ps. xxii, 8 ; Mat«.KXvii. 4S ; Isa, x, 7 S xiv. 1^. 

S L 



442 

The conversion of the world to the bdef 
of the gospel^ contrary to their present inter- 
ests, and frequently at the peril of life and its 
dearest connections, (in opposition to the in- 
fluence of the wiles of Satan, and the whole 
power of the rulers of this world,) is by the 
sacred writers themselves, ascribed to causes 
of so great credibility, that they have a hercu- 
lean task to perform who would attempt to 
controvert their position, by contrary testir 
monies of ecjual force. For it is an absurdity 
to suppose that any thing short of ^> demonstror 
tion of the spirit and power j^ the manifest evi- 
dence of truth, and the visible grace accom- 
panying the word preached, could have influ- 
enced such prodigious numbers of persons of 
various talents, and by suitable learning com- 
petent to have detected the most ^ cunningly 
devised fable," to forsake the religion of their 
fathers and of their country, and embrace one 
despited and persecuted^ and rejected by the 
majority even of that very nation from whence 
it originated. The fallacy of an unfounded fa- 
naticism, must soon have exposed its deluded 

followers to contempt ; and, as Gamaliel well 
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xeasoned, it would have sunk of itself without 
need of opposition or notice : or if it had still 
retained its hold upon the disciples of delusion, 
it could not have stood the touchstone of ration- 
al inquiry, but must have shrunk back, and de- 
cEned in proportion as knowledge advanced. 

This has actually been the case in the two 
most prevailing impostures that the world ever 
witnessed, — the imposture of mohammedism, 
and the apostacy of popery ; which immedi- 
ately declined (notwithstanding their preten- 
sions to antiquity, their numerous counterfeit- 
ed vouchers, and long possession of the strong 
holds of prejudice and superstition) so soon as 
the rays of the gospel *' sun began to wax hot 
upon thenu" The mists of ignorance and 
bigotry, by which they had been wrapped 
up from a too curious inspection, or the near 
approach of either reason or scripture, were 
dispelled : — immediately the scales of mental 
blindness fell off from eyes that had been as 

much darkened by prejudice as Saul's j^ and 

^ Acts xxfi. 1 1. Luther himKlf was another mitance% 

3L a 
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the fetters of piiestly deladon lost thdr powtf 

* 

to bind any but those who, likt the jcwt, 
• loved darkness rather than Kgbt^^ and wttt 
ifi love with their own bondage.* 

But that all fdigion should be deemed dc^ 
void of truth and foundation, and counted as 
toothing more thati prejudice of education^ un« 
der diffienent degnees of grotto or letter refitie- 
Imtnt, because imp&sinre has been pro(>agated 
amongst barbarians, and religiotis deceptions 
practised in the name of Christ upon chrisd- 
ans, (litde better in point of knowledge than 
barbarians,) is itself a great prejudice, and will 
eventually be found the greatest folly« It is 
only ^the fod that hath said in his heart 
there is no God ;" or that hath doubted 
whether he be ^ God if truth or not ! 

The undeniable accomplishment cS the 
greater part of the prophecies which has al- 
ready taken place, is ^ sure pledge that all die 
4Dthers will with equal certainty be fu^ed ; 

* John riii* 53* 
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and that they all have proceeded from the 
iBAtnt fountain of infaltible truth. The ^tilt 
«m1 mannet in which they are written is rery 
different $ yet, in consistency and uniformity 
of design, they are the work ^ of one and the 
aeif-same spirit, dividing to every man aeveral-* 
iy as he will/'^ and as the time and occasion 
trquired. Hie Supreme Bdng^ which created 
man la fret agent, and placed him upon the 
tarth in a state of trial, in order to a future 
«tace, Jhrdintn whatever would rtstdtfrom 
man^s frashm of thoughts and ucthns $ not 
only with respect to individual men, but to 
nations and empires, and that in every moi^ 

ment of time to the end of the world. It has 
#eemed good to His infinite wisdom, to mdce 

known to us this inconcievaUe attribute of the 
Divine Nature, by vouchsafing us writttm mo^ 
iices xjf some future events^, of particular im* 
portance to the faithful, couched in such figu^ 
rative terms of expres^on as thcf time wheti 
^ic prophecy was written, and the nature of 
^ &ct so revealed, did respectively require. 

* IGor.iii.ll. 
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The86 prophecies are declared to have beed 
given, in the first place, as cautbmary wam^ 
ings to the faithful worshippers of God against 
several emergencies of difficulty to their judg« 
ment, or danger to their souls ; and in the 
comprehen^on of them, (in a degree sufficiem 
for that purpose,) the candid and ingenuous 
have many promises of assistance from that 
same Holy Spirit which dictated the prophet 
des themselves.-^And in the next place, they 
are held forth as proofs of the power and pre^ 
science and supreme majesty of God ^ to which 
no £dse god can make any pretence ; and by 
consequence, they are to remsun for ever, as 
undeniable testimonies of the truth and divine 
origin of those sacred scriptures, in which 
such prophecies (attested by corresponding 
facts in history, and the observation of man- 
kind) should be found.—" Now go, write it 
before them in a table, and note it in a book, 
that it may be for the time to comCj for ever /** 
-—that is, that all generations may have proofs 
of the infallible truth and power of God for 

^ Isaiah xxx. 8« 
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ever before them. " Seek ye out of the book 
of the Lord, and read : not one of these sbaB 
/Jir/.!**— " Till heaven and earth pass, one jot 
or one titde shall in no wise pass from the law, 
tiR an be fulfilled:' \ In this sense God ex- 
hibits the people of Israel ^ bis vouchers^ as 
they are the subjects of many wonderful pro- 
phecies, from first to last ; and he challenges 
the world to point out any thing they can find 
£iult with, in regard to his truth in that in- 
ftance. — ^ Thus ssutb the Lord, the Holy 
One of Israel, and his Maker, ask me of things 
to come concerning my sons^ and concermng the 
work of my hands command ye me.^'| 

To this most convincing testimony of him- 
self^ which the mimic powers of darkness are 
wholly unable to counterfeit, the majestic God 
of nature makes his appeal against the stupid 
advocates of idolatry ; — ^^ I have not spoken 
in secret^ in a dark place of the earthy' — (as 
the false gods of the heathen, which deliver- 
ed their oracles in the darkness of secret ca- 

* Iia, xxxiv« la. t Mat, t, 18« % Isa, xhr, \\^ 



:^ 
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vem$i and in the most delusive and amblguoai, 
terms :y^^^ I said not unto the seed of Jacobs 
seek ye me in vain. I the Lord speoA rights 
eoumess^ I declare things that arc right. As« 
semblc your^ves and come \ draw near to* 
gether, ye th^ are escaped of the nations : 
they have np klRwledge that set up the 
vjTOod of their graven image, and pray unto 9 
god that cannot save» Tell ye, and bring 
them near ; let them take counsel together ; 
who bath declared this from ancient timi ?-^ 
Have not I, the Lord ?"*—" And who, as I^ 

f Isai. xIt* 19* God here appeals to the reason and 
judgment of the apostates, the worshippers of idols, to make 
a comparison between the Lord, and the false gods to which 
they were addicted, in respect of this single point, the fare' 
knowledge ef future evenU i the most infallible proof of a power 
and wisdom truly divine. He defies them to sliew any thing 
in the pretended oracks of heathenism at all comparable with 
the prophecies of scripture, — in respect of their pttbUcity^ — 
eleamess and persfncuityi'^trutb and righteoiun^js,"^and extenihi 
reach into distant times* In all which respects, the oracular 
responses of the false gods (for any thing in the nature of real 
prophecy they could not attempt,) were notoriously the con- 
trary. 

Of the wicked and artful ambiguity of the heathen oracles, 
many examples are to be found in authors* King Pjrrhos 
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thall callj'--^2Lnd shall declare it^ — and set it in 
Older for me, since I appointed the ancient 
people ?— and the things that are coming, and 
shall come ? — let them shew unto them."*-^ 
Let the pretended gods of the heathen give 
any proofs of a prescience and omnipotence 
like ilnto this, if they are able ! — ^^ Bring 
forth your strong reasons, saith the King of 
Jacob* Let them bring them forth, and shew 
us what shall happen : — declare us things to 
come ! — Shew the things that are to come 
hereafter^ that we may know that ye arc 
gods/'t 

meditating war against the Romans, consulted the oracle first, 
tbout the event, and received for answer — 



" Aio te, -ffiacida, Romanos vincere posse : 



99 



which 18 a perfect qutbhUt and miy be understood in contrary 
seniei ,•— 

•• I pTX)phe8y that you, the Romans may subdue.** 

■ 

He took it in a favorable sense, but instead of his conquering 
the Romans, they suhJuetl hirrit and still the oracle had foretold 
the event* Craesus had a like response, that if he passed the 
river Halys, he " sifOuU overturn a great emplre^^ — but the 
event proved it was not that of the enemy, but his own. 

^ Itai. xliv. 7. t Isai. xli. 2^ &t. 

3 M 
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As die prophecies thai fdace to CSint ivoCi 
for olmotis reasons^ many of them wcrfOh 
cumstantial aad perspicuous, in order that be 
might be dearly aod mani&sdy Aatu^niAed 
from all preteodcri to die office of Mesuk; 
so elw are the proj^iecies of Aotidiriati da 
great and cruel destroyer of die dmidit da» 
livered in almost an historical aeries, sad 
(allowing for the emMematical wMnnyr cf 
description and stile, necessary to prngbecfj) 
they are so dear, and circumstamtialfy dose (o 
matter of £u:t, that it seems next to impoatBik 
that they can be misapplied For as die/r^ 
pbetic description of Messias will not apply 
to any but the person of the blessed Jesus, so 
neither will that of Anticbristy to any diing 
else that ever has appeared, or ever can now 
arise, but the popish 2^)ostacy alone.^ 

* The jewi to this day ttlU expect the Meuiat rf the prephdtt 
but in Tain ; and the papists, to obviate the force with which 
the prophecies cling to the bishop of Rome» and to shake them 
off, expect Antichrut yet to comCf and, no doubt, in the preteot 
critical situation of their church, and its chief. Sec. they wS 
be looking sharply about them for Antichrist's appearance, as 
the jews do in a thunder storm for Messias. But it is equaBj 
in vaiii. The dutwgmsblng ti^ in both instances (of Messns 
and his adversary ) ore now gone ty% 



SECTION XVIII. 



Many of the scripture prophecies so construct^ 
ed^ by the infinite foreknowledge ofOod^ that 
they receive a first and second fulfilment^ at 
very distant times, — Types of scripture^ a 
species of prophecy^nimitable by heathen 
or diabolical mimicry^ or papal forgery.—^ 

PttAROAH and AnTWCRUS EplPHANBSy 

types of Antichrist* 

1 HAT prophecy, as the strongest evidence 

(to the latter ages) of the truth of divine re- 
yelation, may be placed £u: beyond the power 
of counterfeit imitation^ it is distinguished by 
one circumstance, which is particularly wor- 
thy of admiration, in this wonderful hand 
writing of God: aqd this is the double sense* 

* Plainly distiaguishable from the double meaning of the 
heathen oracles, (which were delusive fallacies,) whereas th^se 

3 M 2 
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of many of the most important prophecies^ 
by which they are adapted to a twofold ac-i 
compUsbment^ — the former being a type of the 
latter, and a pledge in hand for t^ie certainty * 
of its accomplishment. Prophecies of this 
nature were delivered as occasions arose, and 
apparently relating only to the circumstance; 
of th^ time present (as that of Isaiah to king 
Ahaz).*— They had in reality a farther scope, 
and involved the fates of the church and peo- 
ple of God in far distant times, and more im- 
portant events ; and very often the former 
were typically representative of (he latter. f 

give a double confirmation of God's foreknowledge aad truth { 
the second more powerful than the first. 

* Uai. vii. 7» 11* 

+ The prophecy here sent to Ahaz, a weak and idolatrous 
prince, was not merely for his sake, but served as a vehicle to 
conyey one of the most illustrious prophecies of the Messias^ 
and the redemption of the church of God by him^ of any that the 
scripture contains. The child Shear-ja-shub in the prophet's 
hand, was the type and ple(?ge given to Ahaz, that the land 
of his two enemies should be, in a few years, destroyed and de- 
solated by a superior force ; and that they should hcroe no po^anr 
to hurt him. And the fulfilment of this first sense of the pro- 
phecy* was the pledge given to the faithful for the tnith o< 
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Of this lund, as I have shewn in several pra^ 
ceding sections, were those prophecies of the 
fall of Babylon the great destroyer of Jerusa- 
lem, and the re-edification of the city of Da^ 
viJy and re-settlement of the dispersed people 
of Israel ; which have been as yet only par- 
tially fulfilled, and in such a manner as was 
merely typical of a more complete accomplish^ 
pient to take pl^ce in the latter days. 

■ 

\ 

Instances of such a double sense and /wo- 
fold accomplishment intended^ are easy to be 
pointed out in many of the prophecies ; and 
a remarkable instance of this occurs in the 
very lirst prophecy in the scripture, which 
was uttered by the divine Creator in person. 
The condemnation of the serpent, and the 
enmity whicn then first commenced, between 
man and the serpent species j the declaratioq 

the second, that the house of David should be preserved agdtnsf 
all its enemies ; and that from it should proceed Immanu£l^ 
the incarnate God, the Redeemer of the world, by a miraculous 
birth of a virgin mother, wliich took place five hundred years 
after this prophecy of a temporary salvation to the house of 
Pavid. 
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that, as mankind should occa^onally recdve 
4(me injury and danger from that perpetual 
hostility, so in the main he should prevail 
over the malice of the serpent, and be the 
cause of his destruction. This, in the literal 
sense of the words, is a fact of notorious and 
daily observation : but in a second, a spiritual, 
and a more important sense, this prophecy 
v^as fulfilled by Christ defeating the macbina^ 
tions of the Devil^ (the real serpent meant ia 
the ultimate scope of the prophecy,*) by that 
death and ignominious and cruel passion, 
which he underwent for man's redemption, f 
Apd the prophecy will yet again receive a 

* Gen. iiii 15 \ 2 Cor. xi. 3 ; Numb. xxi. 9; Isai. Irf 25; 
John iii* 14; Rev. xii. 9. As a matter of fact, the history 
of the serpent, from first to last, is considered as one of the 
most remarkable things in scripture. — It was evidently a pro- 
phecy of Christ, crucified, and rising again for our rescue iix>m 
die power of thb old sb&pent. The brazen serpent was 
expressly ordained of God as a type of Christ, and commemorom 
five of the fall and recovery of motif notwithstanding the abuse 
to which (as an image) it was liable. (2 Kings, xviii. 4—) 
And Christ himself acknowledged it as a typical prophecy* 
(John iii. 14.) That the great original murderer of mankind 
is meant under the emblem of the serpent, we are expressly told 
by St John, Rev. xii. 9, f Col. ii, 15. 
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more full and complete accomplisbmekt at the 
end of the world ; when through the mercy 
and wisdom of God in the man Christ Jesus, 
the serpent shall be utterly crushed in the 
bead^ or the whole power of his malice ; and 
the greater part of mankind shall obtain their 
deliverance and revenge, in the most signal 
manner. — ^ The devil that deceived tbem^ 
shall be cast into the lake ofjire^ with death 
and Hades, by him introduced into the world, 
and all tears shall be wiped away from their 
eyes for ever more/* (Rev. xx. lo, 14.) 

That strong prophetic expression of his re- 
sentment, to which David gave way in hid 
abhorrence ofgbe treason of jihitbophely was 
soon afterwards fulfilled in the calamitous end 
of that traitor ; but the same being by our 
Lord himself and by St Peter applied to a still 
more important occasion, (the treachery of 
Judas,)* shews that a second accomplishment 
of that prophecy was intended, and thus took 
place. 

* Acts i. 16 ; Ps. xli. 9; kix. 25 1 cix. 8 ; Joha xi!i. IS. 
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The prophetdes uttered against BA'btlok^ 
JElGYPT, Edom, Sodom, Sec. iq which are 
enumerated many particulars that did not, and 
evidently could not take place, at the time 
when those prophecies wefe fuljillxd in tbt 
first sense of tbem^ are so many additional 
proofs of this position ; and that those names 
occurring still, in prophecies delivered after 
these places had been long time destroyed, are 
to be understood as mystical names of other 
things and other events^ ndt yet come to passi 
Thus of Egypt, it is said that our Lend 
^as crucified there.^ Of Edom, that her 
land should be turned into burning pitcb^\ on 
account of sins which were never committed 
In the real Ei)OM, or land c^dumea. Of 
Babylon, that she should be consumed by 
volcanic fire^ and remain for ever a smoking 
monument of divine justice ;X whereas on the 
contrary, the true scite of the ancient Baby- 
Ion is not known, nor was her destruction ef- 
fected in that manner. To this it may bd 

* Rev. xi. 8« f Isai. xxxiv. 9* 

% Isau XXX. 33 ; Rev. xix^ 3. 
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addedy that although BAiYLOiit was in her 
day the destroyer of the jews, yet not so com- 
pletely as the romans were afterwards. For 
they recovered from that ruin, but have not 
yet emerged out of their captivity by the 
romans. 

RoM£ is therefore, so far as the jews were 
concerned, of much greater importance in the 
prophetic history of the church, than Baby- 
XkON ; and if we take into the account the 
sufferings that the christians have undergone 
from her strength and cruelty, both as a pagan 
and a papal persecutory it might well have 
been supposed (had it not been plainly re- 
vealed) that the numerous and terrible pro- 
phecies of GREAT Babylon, and ber double 
jallj are many of them yet to be fulfilled, in 
the usual second iHtcniion of important pro- 
phecies. 

Tlie prophecies of St John concerning 
BabylojJ, are the echo of those first pro- 
nounced by Isaiah, Jeremiah, and Ezjkiol. 
And are therefore on all hands coafcssei 19 

S N 



458 

ft 

h^ve a mystical and double sense ^ which yet 
remains to be fulfilled. 

The little hom of Daniel, may be produced 
as another of those prophecies, which were so 
contrived as to admit of a double accompHslh 
mentj at very distant periods of time. Gro- 
tius and others have shewn how closely the 
actions of Antioch us Epiphanes (in his 
barbarous persecution of the jews, and pro- 
fanation of the temple,* ' for the exact space 
'of time ascribed to the prevailing power cf 
the little hom) do agree with the description 
given by Daniel f Yet certainly this agree- 
ment does not preclude the tide of his Ho- 
liness to that prophetic character in a still 
more eminent degree ; of whose long tyran- 
ny for three and a half prophetic years ^ (ft 
1260 real years,) the short madness of Anu- 

ochus for three years and a half only, was a 
type. 

* ^^ Quod quidem et uos de Antichristo iutelligitniis. , 
Porphyrins autem et caeteri qui scquuntur eum, do Antiocho 
£piPHANE dici arbitrantur." — Hicron. Coll. IISI. — Grotiu« 
In lociirtt, ' — f Dafl^'viii II. 
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The appUcatiorvpf this prophecy to Antio- 
chus, seejned so very exact ift.the. judgment 
ol*. Porphyry, that he inferred from the cir* 
cumstance of its not applying to tBe Mace-- 
donian empire any farther down^ than to the 

time of Antiqchus, that it was a fprgeiy, 
and writt-en by sqpie o^e who lived after the . 
factsi. of v^hich he prp tended to prophesy. But 
this is, on the contrary, a proof of the authen- 
ticity ^qd truth qf tl^e prophecy. For it here . 
departs from the Grecian, to pursue the. his-, 
tory of thf Roman empire ; with which :the . 
fates of the church and people of God wcre^ 
from thence chiefly connected.* 

The tyrant Phai^qah, the first persecultor. 
and destroyer of tha chijrch, is such another 
type of Antichrist ; j^nd, as bishop Newtonf 
remarks, there is a very striking analogy be- 
tween the plagues inflicted upon ancient. K^ 
^pt^ and the vials of wrath to be poured out- 
upon the kingdom of the beast, or mysticaV 
Egypt^ — And time and events will shew a 

♦ Newton,, vol. ii. p. 188, f voL iii, p. 27*. 

3 N 2 
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further resemblance between the 

cf the tyrant Praroah and that of 

Christ, znA the original Exodus and the moM 

dem. 

Like Pharoah, the man of sin sets hirasdf 
tip to oppose the will of Gcfl, and labors ob- 
stinately to the last, by art and force united, 
to defeat his declared purpose of delivering 
the church out of his egyptian bondage ; and 
will not suffer the servants of Christ to obey 
the loud and reiterated call, " come out ofbcr^ 

my people^ that ye be not partakers of her 
plagues/* He also — ^ knows not the Lord :. 
but, devoted to the worship of Mabuzzim^ 
(a strange and motley crew of rabble gods, 
many of which never existed,) f* he regards, 
not the God of bis fatbers^^ 

♦ Maiuzzim, (Dan. a. 88,) ** Tie goJcf fines. *'} Bi^ 
Newton translates the word Mihmziai, godi froieciors^X whid) 
inakes good sense of gn obscure passage, and corresponds with 
the matter of fact in the prophet's eye ; the protecting gods, 
or tutelary sainU and dngtlsf worshipped in the church of Rome 
as mediating spirits, which are to receive a worship proporlioa- 

X KewtoD OB the Prophecies, to!, li. p. 185.— Sec Set!, 32, 
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Antichrist ma,kes use of no less artifice than 
Pharoah, to deceive and endave the mindii' 
and bodies of his captives. He has also his 
magidans, to counterfeit the miracles of God^ 
and has recource to every species of religious 
finesse, or pious frauds to set t>ff these boasted 
proofs of his divine right. But St Paul ha* 

dde to tbtir rani m the heaven of popery ^ and their good servicee 
en earth to their worshipper!.— It is well known that the in- 
fallibility of HIS HoLiMBss has been imposed upon in the ma* 
nufacture of these ^m^t of his antichristian heathenism ; persona 
▼ery unworthy of that honor having been canonized, some by 
ftufcrotu mtjtahst and others for interest. 

The yery ima^ei of th^e imaginary ^ods are worshipped, gi 
w^U as the sou/s of these dead men and women themselves. 
And their worship has been sanctioned by several councils* 
The cross itself ^ though representing nothing, (1 Cor. viii, 4- ; 
X. 1 9,] has fix otvn holy dajt and a servUe appointed to it* • 
And even amongst the images of the same idol, there U a cooif 
petition which shall le the greatest ^ and carry off the richest, 
offerings. Our Lady, the mother of GoJ, and gueen of heaven, 
(in their blasphemous jargon), has greater or lesser power at 
different places ; and our lady of Loretto is ipor^ powerful to 
sjive, and consequently richer, than all our ladies in the wofld 
besides. This was the utmost pitch of stupid idolatry' to 
which the heathens (from whom they have copied then* super* 
stitions) ever went with their ** Diam A of thi EttiEcxA!^^/*' 

^nd JuriTia Olympius, CapitclinuS'&<''« 
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he&u beforehand with t;he ^ck impostor, and 
haslet US into the secret of .these things^ in 
the fourth ch^lpter of his first epi«tlc to rTi- 

mothyi'^ , 

• • * 

"Now the Spirit speaketh expressly^ that 

iiyt.the Utter times some shail. -depart from the 

faitb^ giving heed to seducing spirits^ and doc- 

trines pfdevUs.^ Speaking lies in hypocrisy, 

• " . . . . 

♦ Tb^t it 18 not an hsreiy only, or a mere departure from tlic ^ 
orthodox faith in sorpc particulars of less nnoment that the 
apostle here means, but an absolute apostacy from truth to f^Jse- 
hbod-^from Christ to idolatry, appears both from h'u wordst 
awri^^rrtu rim t9( «r«(Mtf( y*— ** some shall apottatise from the 
faith," and still mure «learly from hit prophetic accoutd of the 
apostacy t and the dark origin to wliich he traces it — '* the svg* 
gestions of the devil^^^ the author of all idolatry : or if we con- 
aider the word ieufuum to mean demons, or mediatory t^ritSf 
('such as the wiser part of the heathens supposed their gods to 
be, J) the apostle has expressly declared these to be devils, 
(1 Cor. X. 19,) hateful to God and haters of him, as seducing 
mankind from his service /© the ^worship of themselves. And 
what else are the saint -gods of poper}', but such demons, or 
devils, seducing their adorers to idolatry ? 
" This worshipping of angels began vciy early in the church, for 

X Notom est quod Flatonid pncserlim, intellexeritit : sacri 
vero scnptoces coxios illos et impurbs spiritus sic vocant;— > 
B£zA in locum. i>ce nptc f p, 1^4, sec, vix. 
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mving their' cbnscience seartd^^ith a i?ot 

• ... 

ifon.'^ h' iitoitpUu ^^vSoxiyccVj " thttjugh thfe 
h jrpocrisy -<)f liars.'* Deceivers ^themsdves, 
they become dupes to the pioiis fratrd*dF 
other liars, and by familiarity with such di§- 
ingenuous and plainly forbidden practices,* 
attain to such a deadnesd' of vcpriscious ^ense 
as to Justify and tommend deceits in religion^ 
of the most gross and idolatrdui tefldency.f 

Saint Paul alludes to it (CoL ii* 18) as evrn then advandiig. 
And doubtless it was not ^omhout- reason that -8t John fflett- 
tions his own **fMng do^ntu ku^rihip before the t^X, of the 
•ngel which shewed him these things*'' in two several places. 
Rev. xix. 10, and xxii. 8, and being each time ftrkily fotbiddm. 

• ♦ Matt. V. 37 ; Rem, iii. 8. 

\ Thus Pope Sixtus the fourth, to confirm tlie established 
worship of the Virgin Mary, corrupts the gospel of St Luke, 
(i. 28,) with a blasphemous addition to the angel's salutation 
of Mary,—** Hail thou that art highly favored, th2 Lord is 
with thee ; blessed art thou among women ;" — ** et Icnedlcta 

• 

sit Annay mater tua^ de qua sine macula frocTSstt caro vtrginea .•— 
and blessed is Anne thy mother, of wkoin thy virgin's flesh 
hath proceeded, without blot of origii:al sin » 

Hut. Popery^ vol. iii. p. CS^. 
The defences which Baronius, Bellarmine, and others of the 
chief advocates of popery, hav^ advanced in favor of the most 
gross corruptions and errors of the Romiyh church, are mani- 
fest proofi of the* truth of the^apostlt'% words,--** having 
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^ Fortndding to marry, and .commanding W 
abstain fit>m meats, which God hath created 
to be received with thanks^ving, of them 
which believe* and know the truth.^*' 

« 

their conscience seared with a hot iron ;'' on which Bexi bb» 
aervet"— ** unnm hoc videlicet ad coram impudentiam reBqotiiD 
ent» ut in manifetto tcdoe deprebenti^ tamen cniHtanttMic 
id n^anM quod ipuf ocuiis cemitur.*' 

* ThceMaey rftbe defgy^ which ia here by St Paul notad 
down amongst the distinguishing marks of this apostacyy was 
after long and violent opposition, fiully established hj that moo- 
tter HiLOEaaAXD» or HiLX««aaAND» as he was more propeily 
nicknamed } and together with ntperiiiHtms fiuih^s^ has been 
worthily assigned as characteristic of the man of si^iy from the 
uiureasimabUneu of the doctrine itself* and the mMstrotu ahths 
to which it has given rise. ** The mod^t ErasmuSt in an 
epistle to Grunuiusy says, Turba monasteriorum &c— There 
are a number of monasteries so degenerated, that the stews art 
more chaste, sober, and modest than they**' See the honid 
account given of them by Clemangis, a doctor of Paris* in his 
book De statut. Eccles. p. 47, — and Cornelius Agrippa de 
van. Scient. c, 62. — Hist. Pop. vol. i. p. 181. 

Sleidan reports (com. iv, 1524-,) •* that it was amongst the 
many complaints of Germany, that all priests were compellahle 
to take out a licence to keep a concubine, and must pay^ 
whether they used theit privilege or not." Cardinal Campc- 
gius, the pope's legate, confessed that the bishops were to blame 
for granting such licenses, but cauld not deny the practice.-^ 
Newton upon Dan. xi. 37,—** He shall not regard the dcsiie 
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By such deceitful arts ofjtilsjc holiness^ the 
mystical Pharoah enjoined his slaves their 
task of making brick without straWy and la^ 
touring at the popish furnace to support his 
iniquitous pride. The obstinate atheistical in- 
fidelity of the spiritual despot is the very 
counterpart of Pharoah's; convicted hy 
testimonies of scripture, by reason, by the 
voice of conscience — (conscience, I mean not 
his owuj ^^ seared with a hot iron," and callous 
to all sense of feeling, but the conscience of 
those numberless innocents which have offer- 
^ themselves willing victims to the stake, in 
preference to life, upon the terms of commu- 
nion with popery :) yet he will not let them 
go. He silences all remonstrance by the con- 
verting arguments of the inquisition, and stops 
his own ears against the cries of heretics for 

of women," observes '* the word in theoriginal for ivoiwn signi- 
fietb properly ivtvcs, as i/efkc doth conjugal affection : the mean- 
ing therefore of not rrgarding the desire of women^ is neglecting 
and discouraging marriage^ as both the greeks and latins did, 
to the great detriment of human sodetyi and the great discredit 
Qf the christian religion. 

5 o 
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meicy; and) withdrawn from the light of 
scripture into the depth of popish diarkness, hi 

labours to extinguish the fandom beans of 
light it may still chance to throw upon him, by 
every art of sophistry and fidse traaslatiofij 

and the dernier resource of an index expurga* 
tortus. The persecuted word of God is taken 
out of the candlestick, and concealed under a 
bushel ; and, ^us secured by the thick cover 
of an unknown tongucy it cannot ^ve any 
strcHiger glare of light than well agrees with 
his holiness' purposes : or if perchance any 
should escape, the chink is instantly stopped 
up again with the miry clay of popish theo- 
logy, which is kept constantly in readiness, 
like oakum on ship board. 

Handled thus deceitfully, the scripture may 
well be called by him (in contempt) a nose of 
wax and a speaking bead\ for it utters neither 
more nor less than he first puts into its mouth, 
by bold and convenient additions and emenda* 
tionsy where it is too short for the measure he 
carries in his pocket, and as well-timed curtaiU 
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tnenttf omssimsy and contradictious ^ where his 
ittfaltible wisd om sees it requisite for the good ' 
of th6 popish church and faith.^ 

With such invincible perseverance the ty-» 
rant perpetuates the unequal contest against 
Christy even after ins magicians^ defeated and 
intimidated, have many of them retired from 
the field of trial, doubtful of the lawfulness, 
or at least the prudence, of maintaining a sink* 
ing cause any longer against such an adver^ 
sary. He begins, however, even himself at 
last, in the almost ruined condition of his 
kingdom, to think of submission. But a res-* 
pite being afforded him, and a favorable turn 
in his affairs taking place^ his haughty spirit 
again disdains to stoop ; and a thirst for re-* 
venge upon his enemies, fallen in their turn,f 

* The vulgaty or popish latin translation^ renders Dan« xi« 
37* and many other passageSf in a directly contrary sense : — 
*' He shall regard the desire of women,"— to obviate the 
charge of the protestants, of his ^^/orlnMtng to marry*** 

\ Alluding to the triumph of popery over religion and faith, 
for three years and a half, just before the second and final fall 
of antichrist, which is further explained in sect, xxriii. 
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succeeds In his thoughts in the place of humi^ 
* liation. He pushes the scattered foe with his 
whole collected might, and already triumphs 
in the anticipation of his victory, and the to^ 
tal extirpation of the detested heresy, root and 
branch ; when lo ! he is entrapped in the 
work of his own hands, and himself engulpbr 
ed in the destruction he had meditated and 
prepared for the innocent confessors of the 
Lamb. — ^** For Tophet is ordained of old^ 
for the king it is prepared. He hath made it 
deep and large, a fiery pyre and abundance of 
fuel The breath of Jehovah, like a stream 
of brimstone, shall kindle it,"* 

Then shall those prophecies of David re- 
ceive a second and more complete accom- 
plishment, ** Let them be turned back and 
brought to confusion, that devise my hurt. 
Let them be as chaff before the wind^ and kt 
the angel of the Lord chase them. Let thdr 
way be dark and slippery^ and let the angel of 
the Lprd persecute them. For without cause 

^ Isa. XXX. S!L 



have they hid for me their net, in a pit which 
without cause they have digged for my souL 
Let destruction come upon him at unawares^ 
and let his net that he hath hid, catch him- 
self; into that very destruction let him falL"* 
O let the wickedness of the wicked come 
to an end^ — but establish the just. — If he turn 
not, he will whet his sword j he hath bent 
his bow, and made it ready. He hadi also 
prepared for him the instruments of death ; 
he ordainetb bis arrows against the persecu- 
tors. Behold he travailetli with iniquity^ 
and hath conceived mischiefs and brought 
forth falsehoocL He made a pit and digged 
it, and is fallen into the ditch which he made. 
His mischief shall return upon his own head, 
and his violent dealing shall come down up- 
on his own pate.'f All this St John ex- 
presses in brief terms : — " He that Icadeth 
into captivity, shall go into captivity : he that 
killeth with the sword, must be killed with 
the sword^X So .long continued a course of 
prospering iniquity, as (by divine forbcar- 

* Ps. XXXV, S, t I's. vii. 0. .1. F" . r.i u i'J, 
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ftnce) hath been permitted to the man of sin^ 
the mystical Phaeoah^ shall not end but 
wilh do distinguishable a retaliation of petBe-^ 
cution for^ persecution, and Uood for bloody 
that all the worlds with hands uplifted to hea-« 
ven, shall confess the jusdce of his judgment^ 
and say, ** this bath God done ! for they shall 
perceive that it is his workr'* ^^ For;her judg-« 
IfPl^t aeacheth unto heaven, and is lifted up 
even to the skies*'** 

* Jer. li, 9) Rev. sviii. 5 ; xtu 6 1 xix« 20*. 
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